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ENGLISH 2010 – INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE WRITING  
SYLLABUS & COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

SPRING 2011 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
3 CREDITS  
Spring 2011 
 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Provides opportunities to analyze and 
write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a 
number of essays.  Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to 
help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will 
demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 
paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of 
others.  Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently 
enrolled). FA, SP, SU 
 
 
COURSE INSTRUCTOR 
 
Professor Denhalter 
email through Blackboard Vista 
Office: 115 McDonald 
Office hours: 4:00 – 5:00 PM (Monday & Wednesday); 10:30 PM – 11:30 AM (Tuesday & 
Thrusday)  
 
 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS 
 
Bailey, Andrew. First Philosophy: Fundamental Problems and Readings in Philosophy. 
Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2002. 
 
Glenn, Cheryl and Gray, Loretta. The Writer’s Harbrace Handbook.  Brief 4

th
 ed. Boston: 

Wadsworth Cenage Learning, 2005. 
 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
20522 - ENGL 2010-09 (TR) 9:00 AM-10:15 AM (JEN 190) 
23701 - ENGL 2010-50 (M) 5:15 PM-7:45 PM (MCDON 102) 
20540 - ENGL 2010-53 (W) 5:15 PM-7:45 PM (MCDON 104) 
 
 
HOLIDAYS 
 
Presidents Day (Week Seven) 
 
This semester, the class meeting on Monday nights will miss class due to Presidents Day 
(February 21, 2011).  Nevertheless, students in this class will still be responsible for completing 
work assigned for that week.  To participate in the class work for that week, these students can 
attend either my Tuesday/Thursday morning class or my Wednesday night class. 
 
 
Spring Break (Week Ten) 
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There will be no work required during Spring Break. 
 
 
WEEK ONE 
(January 10, 2011) 
 

Class work  Discuss class syllabus 

 Discuss texts 

 Discuss Blackboard Vista 

 Rhetoric Presentation  

Assignments  Read the syllabus, sign the signature sheet, detach and bring to class 
for credit. 

 Choose your “chapter-focus” form one of seven chapters in the textbook 
(chapters 2 through 8).  You will read only the six selections from that 
chapter-focus this semester and focus your writing on those selections. 
Type your choice into the text box on the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading  Read Chapter 1 of the textbook, First Philosophy (1-16). 

 Read chapter introductions: Chapter 2 (17-18); Chapter 3 (135-137); 
Chapter 4 (273-275); Chapter 5 (389-392); Chapter 6 (489-491); 
Chapter 7 (595-597); and, Chapter 8 (735-737). 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Week One reading (Text Intro) opens 

 Online Quiz for Week One reading (Chapter Intros) opens 

 Online quiz on Rhetoric opens 

 
 
WEEK TWO 
(January 17, 2011) 
 

Class work  Collect syllabus signature sheets 

 Syntax Presentation I 

 Rhetorical Reading Presentation 

Assignments Write notes on your rhetorical reading (1
st
 selection). Submit these notes as 

a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the first author in your chapter-focus.   

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Week One reading (Text Intro) closes 

 Online Quiz for Week One reading (Chapter Intros) closes 

 Online quiz on Rhetoric closes 

 Online quiz for Week Two Reading (1
st
 selection) opens 

 Online quiz on Syntax I opens 

 Online quiz on Rhetorical Reading opens 

 
 
WEEK THREE 
(January 24, 2011) 
 

Class work  Inductive Argument Presentation 

 Thesis Statement Presentation 

Assignments  Write a thesis statement making a claim about some aspect of the work 
of either of the first two authors you have read in the textbook.  This 
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claim must be new, interesting, important, and/or debatable.  A 
statement of fact is not a thesis statement. (A one or two-sentence 
answer to any one of the questions under the section, “Selections for 
Critical Reflection,” should serve as a thesis statement.)  Submit this 
assignment as a Word document attached to the Blackboard 
assignment submission form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical reading (2
nd

 selection). Submit these 
notes as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the second author in your chapter-focus. 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Two Reading (1
st
 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Syntax I closes 

 Online quiz on Critical Thinking & Analysis closes 

 Online quiz for Week Three Reading (2
nd

 selection) opens 

 Online quiz on Inductive Argument opens 

 
 
WEEK FOUR   
(January 31, 2011) 
 

Class work  Deductive Argument Presentation I (categorical syllogism) 

 Review students’ thesis statements 

 Sentence Outline Presentation 

Assignments  Write a sentence outline that organizes your thoughts for a five-page 
analysis paper on the work of either of the first two authors you have 
read in the textbook.  Include your thesis statement at the top of the 
paper, under the title, but not within the structure of the outline. (Be sure 
to follow the rules of outlining.) Submit this assignment as a Word 
document attached to the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical reading (3
rd

 selection). Submit these 
notes as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the third author in your chapter-focus. 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Three Reading (2
nd

 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Inductive Argument closes 

 Online quiz for Week Four Reading (3
rd

 selection) opens 

 Online quiz for Categorical Syllogism opens 

 
 
WEEK FIVE 
(February 7, 2011) 
 

Class work  Deductive Argument Presentation II (conditional, hypothetical, and 
disjunctive syllogism) 

 Review students’ sentence outlines. 

 MLA Rules Presentation I (title page, in-text citations and Works Cited 
page) 

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing Write five-page analysis paper on the work either of the first two authors 
you have read in the textbook.  Include three pages—title page, thesis 
statement and sentence outline, and Works Cited page—in ADDITION to 
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the five pages required for the body of your text.  Submit this paper as a 
Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Four Reading (3
rd

 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Categorical Syllogism closes 

 Online quiz on Conditional, Hypothetical, and Disjunctive Syllogism 
opens 

 Online quiz on MLA Rules I (for Title Page, In-text Citations and Works 
Cited Page) opens 

 
 
WEEK SIX 
(February 14, 2011) 
 

Class work  Enthymemes Presentation 

 MLA Rules Presentation II (annotated bibliography) 

 Demonstrate online library research 

Assignments  Compile an annotated bibliography for Comparison/Contrast paper in 
which you discuss important similarities and dissimilarities between any 
two of the authors you have read, which lead you to an idea for a thesis 
statement.  Use your rhetorical reading notes to help you find 
meaningful similarities and dissimilarities.  This bibliography should 
have at least four references listed.  Two of those can be the works you 
read in the text.  Two must come from outside research. Submit this 
assignment as a Word document attached to the Blackboard 
assignment submission form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical reading (4
th
 selection). Submit these 

notes as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the fourth author in your chapter-focus. 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Conditional, Hypothetical, and Disjunctive Syllogism 
closes 

 Online quiz on MLA Rules for Title Page, In-text Citations and Works 
Cited Page closes 

 Online quiz for Week Six Reading (4
th
 selection) opens 

 Online quiz on Enthymemes opens 

 Online quiz on MLA Rules for Annotated Bibliography opens 

 
 
WEEK SEVEN – PRESIDENTS DAY 
(February 21, 2011) 
 

Class work  Persona Presentation 

 Review students’ annotated bibliographies 

 Syntax Presentation II 

 Review for Midterm Exam 

Assignments  Write a thesis statement for a Comparison/Contrast paper in which you 
discuss important similarities and dissimilarities between any two of the 
authors you have read in the textbook.  This comparison/contrast 
should not be simply informational, but rather leading to the claim 
(judgment or synthesis) you make in your thesis statement.  Submit this 
assignment as a Word document attached to the Blackboard 
assignment submission form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical reading (5
th
 selection). Submit these 
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notes as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the fifth author in your chapter-focus. 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Six Reading (4
th
 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Enthymemes closes 

 Online quiz on MLA Rules for annotated bibliography closes 

 Online quiz for Week Seven reading (5
th
 selection) opens 

 Online quiz on Persona opens 

 Online quiz on Syntax II opens 

 
 
WEEK EIGHT – MIDTERM EXAM 
(February 28, 2011) 
 

Class work  Logical Fallacies Presentation I (Ambiguity & Presumption) 

 Review students’ thesis statements as enthymemes 

Assignments  Write a sentence outline that organizes your thoughts for a five-page 
Comparison/Contrast paper on the work of any two authors you have 
read in the textbook.  Include your thesis statement at the top of the 
paper, under the title, but not within the structure of the outline. (Be sure 
to follow the rules of outlining.) Submit this assignment as a Word 
document attached to the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical reading (6
th
 selection).  Submit these 

notes as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read the work of the sixth author in your chapter-focus. 

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Seven Reading (5
th
 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Persona closes 

 Online quiz on Syntax II closes 

 Online quiz on Week Eight Reading (6
th
 selection) opens 

 Online quiz on Logical Fallacies I opens 

 MIDTERM EXAM administered in class (Bring a blank Scantron form 
and a number two pencil to class.) 

 
 
WEEK NINE 
(March 7, 2011) 
 

Class work  Logical Fallacies Presentation II (Relevance & Formal) 

 Review students’ sentence outlines 

 Counterargument & Rebuttal Presentation 

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing Write a five-page Comparison/Contrast of any two (or more authors) you 
have read in the textbook.  Include four pages—title page, thesis statement 
and sentence outline, Works Cited page, and annotated bibliography—in 
ADDITION to the five pages required for the body of your text.  Submit this 
paper as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Assessments  Online quiz for Week Eight Reading (6
th
 selection) closes 

 Online quiz on Logical Fallacies I closes 
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 Online quiz on Logical Fallacies II opens 

 
 
WEEK TEN – SPRING BREAK 
(March 14, 2011) 
 

Class work  

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Logical Fallacies II closes 

 
 
WEEK ELEVEN 
(March 21, 2011) 
 

Class work  Grammar Presentation I 

 Demonstrate online library research 

Assignments  Write a thesis statement for your research paper that argues an opinion 
you have drawn from reading the six selections in your chapter-focus.  
This claim must be new, interesting, important, and/or debatable.  A 
statement of fact is not a thesis statement. (A one or two-sentence 
answer to the question asked in the chapter heading of your chapter-
focus should serve as a thesis statement.)  Submit this assignment as a 
Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment submission 
form. 

 Write notes on your rhetorical, research-reading.  Submit these notes 
as a Word document attached to the Blackboard assignment 
submission form. 

Reading Read online research to find at least four more references to cite in your 
research paper in ADDITION to the six selections in your chapter-focus. 
(The Works Cited page must list at least ten, different cited references). 

Writing  

Assessments Online quiz on Grammar I opens 

 
 
WEEK TWELVE 
(March 28, 2011) 
 

Class work  Grammar Presentation II 

 Review students’ thesis statements 

Assignments Compile an annotated bibliography for your ten-page Research Paper. Use 
your rhetorical, research-reading notes to annotate each reference.  This 
bibliography should more than the ten references listed on your Works 
Cited page because you do not cite every source you have researched; 
nevertheless, you want to present ALL of your research, annotated with 
your thoughts.  Submit this assignment as a Word document attached to the 
Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Reading  

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Grammar I closes 

 Online quiz on Grammar II opens 

 
 



 

 
Denhalter Syllabus 7 of 17 
 

WEEK THIRTEEN 
(April 4, 2011) 
 

Class work  Punctuation Presentation I 

 Review students annotated bibliographies 

Assignments Write a sentence outline that organizes your thoughts for your ten-page 
Research Paper.  Include your thesis statement at the top of the paper, 
under the title, but not within the structure of the outline. (Be sure to follow 
the rules of outlining.)  Submit this assignment as a Word document 
attached to the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Reading  

Writing  

Assessments  Online quiz on Grammar II closes 

 Online quiz on Punctuation I opens 

 
 
WEEK FOURTEEN 
(April 11, 2011) 
 

Class work  Punctuation Presentation II 

 Review students sentence outlines 

Assignments Write the first draft of your ten-page Research Paper.  Include four pages—
title page, thesis statement and sentence outline, Works Cited page, and 
annotated bibliography—in ADDITION to the ten pages required for the 
body of your text.  Submit this assignment as a Word document attached to 
the Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Reading  

Writing  

Tests  Online quiz on Punctuation I closes 

 Online quiz on Punctuation II opens 

 
 
WEEK FIFTEEN 
(April 18, 2011) 
 

Class work Review students first drafts 

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing Write the final draft of your ten-page Research Paper.  Include four pages—
title page, thesis statement and sentence outline, Works Cited page, and 
annotated bibliography—in ADDITION to the ten pages required for the 
body of your text.  Submit this paper as a Word document attached to the 
Blackboard assignment submission form. 

Assessments Online quiz on Punctuation II closes 

 
 
WEEK SIXTEEN 
(April 25, 2011) 
 

Class work Review for FINAL EXAM 

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing  

Assessments  
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WEEK SEVENTEEN – FINAL EXAM 
(May 2, 2011) 
 

Class work  

Assignments  

Reading  

Writing  

Assessments FINAL EXAM administered in class at the regular time (Bring a blank 
Scantron form and a number two pencil to class.) 

 
 
GRADING 
 
GRADE CATEGORIES 
 
There are five categories of work that receive grade credit in this class: attendance, assignments, 
quizzes, exams and written papers.   
 

Attendance 
 
You will be given 100 points for each class you attend.  30 points will be deducted for 
arriving late.  30 points will be deducted for leaving early.  All 100 points will be deducted 
for texting in class or otherwise being inattentive to class work.  All 100 points will be 
deducted for chatting in class or otherwise disrupting class work. 
 
 
Assignments  
 
For each assignment, you will receive a score out of a possible 100 points.  Unless 
otherwise instructed, every assignment is to be submitted through Blackboard Vista.  
There are eighteen assignments: 
 

1. Hand in syllabus signature sheet 
2. Choose "chapter-focus" 
3. Rhetorical reading notes (1st selection) 
4. Thesis statement for five-page Analysis Paper  
5. Rhetorical reading notes (2nd selection) 
6. Sentence outline for five-page Analysis Paper 
7. Rhetorical reading notes (3rd selection) 
8. Annotated bibliography for five-page Comparison/Contrast Paper 
9. Rhetorical reading notes (4th selection) 
10. Thesis statement for five-page Comparison/Contrast Paper 
11. Rhetorical reading notes (5th selection) 
12. Sentence outline for five-page Comparison/Contrast Paper 
13. Rhetorical reading notes (6th selection) 
14. Thesis statement for ten-page Research Paper 
15. Rhetorical, research-reading notes for ten-page Research Paper 
16. Annotated bibliography for ten-page Research Paper 
17. Sentence outline for ten-page Research Paper 
18. First draft of ten-page Research Paper 

 
 
Quizzes 
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For each quiz, you will receive a score out of a possible 100 points.  Unless otherwise 
instructed, every quiz is to be taken through Blackboard Vista.  There are twenty-five 
quizzes: 
 

1. Online quiz for Week One reading (Text Intro) 
2. Online quiz for Week One reading (Chapter Intros)  
3. Online quiz on Rhetoric  
4. Online quiz for Week Two Reading (1st selection)  
5. Online quiz on Syntax I  
6. Online quiz on Rhetorical Reading 
7. Online quiz for Week Three Reading (2nd selection)  
8. Online quiz on Inductive Argument  
9. Online quiz for Week Four Reading (3rd selection) 
10. Online quiz for Categorical Syllogism  
11. Online quiz on Conditional, Hypothetical, and Disjunctive Syllogism  
12. Online quiz on MLA Rules for Title Page, In-text Citations and Works Cited Page 
13. Online quiz for Week Six Reading (4th selection)  
14. Online quiz on Enthymemes  
15. Online quiz on MLA Rules for Annotated Bibliography  
16. Online quiz for Week Seven reading (5th selection)  
17. Online quiz on Persona  
18. Online quiz on Syntax II  
19. Online quiz on Week Eight Reading (6th selection) 
20. Online quiz on Logical Fallacies I  
21. Online quiz on Logical Fallacies II  
22. Online quiz on Grammar I 
23. Online quiz on Grammar II  
24. Online quiz on Punctuation I  
25. Online quiz on Punctuation II  

 
I consider these online quizzes as “open-book” quizzes in that you may use the textbook 
or whatever pertinent class work handouts you have been given while you take them.  
Nevertheless, you have only a limited amount of time to take each quiz (usually thirty 
minutes), so it would not be wise to try and skim the material for the first time while taking 
the quiz.  You are responsible for a reasonable knowledge of the material before you take 
a quiz.  You are also responsible for finishing the quiz in the time allowed.  
 
Exams 
There are two exams required in this class: a midterm exam and a final exam.  For each 
exam, you will receive a score out of a possible 100 points. 
 
 
Written Papers 
 
There are three written papers required in this class: a five-page Analysis Paper; a five-
page Comparison/Contrast Paper; and, a ten-page, Argumentative Research Paper. 
 
The analysis paper requires that three additional pages—title page, thesis statement and 
sentence outline, and Works Cited page—be included with the five pages required for the 
body of your text.  For this paper, you will receive two scores: one for the quality of the 
paper’s form and one for the quality of the paper’s content.  Each score will be out of a 
possible 100 points. 
 



 

 
Denhalter Syllabus 10 of 17 
 

The comparison/contrast paper requires that four additional pages—title page, thesis 
statement and sentence outline, Works Cited page, and Annotated Bibliography—be 
included with the five pages required for the body of your text.  For this paper, you will 
receive two scores: one for the quality of the paper’s form and one for the quality of the 
paper’s content.  Each score will be out of a possible 100 points. 
 
The research paper requires that at least four additional pages—title page, thesis 
statement and sentence outline, Works Cited page, and Annotated Bibliography—be 
included with the ten pages required for the body of your text.  For this paper, you will 
receive two scores: one for the quality of the paper’s form and one for the quality of the 
paper’s content.  Each score will be out of a possible 100 points. 
 

 
GRADE CATEGORY WEIGHTING 
 
Five averages scores (the attendance and assignment average, the quiz average, the exam 
average, the five-page paper average, and the ten-page paper average) will, themselves, be 
added together and divided by 5, giving a total semester average score of up to a possible 100 
points.  This makes attendance worth 10% of your final grade, assignments worth 10% of your 
final grade, quizzes worth 20% of your final grade, exams worth 20% of your final grade, the two 
five-page papers worth 20% of your final grade, and the ten-page paper worth 20% of your grade. 
 
 

Attendance* (10% of final grade) 
 
All sixteen attendance scores will be added together and divided by 16, giving an 
average attendance score out of a possible 100 points. 

 
 

Assignments* (10% of final grade) 
 
All eighteen assignment scores will be added together and divided by 18, giving an 
average score out of a possible 100 points. 

 
*The averaged Attendance and Assignment score will, themselves, be averaged 
for a combined average score out of a possible 100 points. 

 
 

Quizzes (20% of final grade) 
 
All twenty-five quiz scores will be added together and divided by 24, giving an average 
quiz score out of a possible 100 points. 

 
 

Exams (20% of final grade) 
 
The two exam scores will be added together and divided by 2, giving an average exam 
score out of a possible 100 points. 

 
 
Written Papers (40% of final grade) 
 
The four five-page paper scores (the content and form scores for each of the two papers) 
will be added together and divided by 4, giving an average score out of a possible 100 
points.  The two ten-page paper scores (the content and form scores) will be added 
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together and divided by 2, giving an average score out of a possible 100 points.  The 
average five-page paper score will be counted separately from the average ten-page 
paper score. 
 
 

COURSE LETTER GRADE 
 
Your letter grade for this course will be determined by an average of the five, weighted categories 
listed above.  This average is a score out of a possible 100 points, and it represents the 
percentage of what was possible for you to have accomplished in this course.  I break down the 
percentage spread for each letter grade as follows:   
 
 

 
You cannot receive transcript credit for this course with anything less than a letter grade of “C.” 

 
 

CLASS RULES & EXPECTATIONS 
 
INATTENTION 
 
I do not allow cell phones or laptop computers to be turned on and operated in class.  If you need 
to take notes, go old school and use pen and paper.  (Handouts will be provided on Blackboard 
for all class discussion topics and presentations.)  If you are seen using a laptop or a cell phone 
during class, you will lose your attendance credit for that day’s class.  (Someone paid a significant 
amount of money for you to be in this class, so I should think discovering that a friend just ate a 
bowl of cereal could be postponed until after class without causing too significant psychological or 
emotional damage.) 
 
 
PARTICIPATION 
 
1. Students are encouraged to bring both textbooks to every class.  We may not be scheduled to 
use them, but always having them there gives us that option. 
 
2. Asking questions of the instructor is ENCOURAGED.  Simply raising a hand to get my attention 
is adequate.  Although I may need to finish a thought before calling on you, I will not ignore you.   
 
 
DISRUPTION 
 
Carrying on a conversation with a fellow student during class and then pretending you were 
simply asking a question about the topic being discussed is DISCOURAGED.  If I have to ask you 

A 96-100% 

A- 91-95% 

B+ 86-90% 

B 81-85% 

B- 76-80% 

C+ 71-75% 

C 66-70% 

C- 61-65% 

D+ 56-60% 

D 51-55% 

D- 46-50% 

F 0-45% 
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to stop talking in class, you will lose your attendance credit for that day’s class.  (This is college, 
not high school.  Unfortunately experience has taught me that this must be pointed out to some.)  
 
As stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the 
right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, 
teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and 
cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. Student Appeals: Students who 
believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions through the 
standard grievance procedure.” (Policy 5-35) 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT NAMES, FORMATTING AND DELIVERY 
 
You will be expected to hand in all but the first two assignments in this class as electronic 
documents.  (The first assignment—the signed, syllabus signature sheet—you must bring to class 
and hand-deliver.  The second assignment—your “chapter-focus” choice—you must be typed into 
the text box on the Blackboard assignment submission form the number and name of the chapter 
you choose to focus on this semester.) You are responsible for accurately naming all your 
electronic document assignments using the correct naming-conventions, using the correct 
electronic, file formatting, and using the correct delivery method.   
 

1. NAMING CONVENTION— You must give all electronic documents a file-name 
using following naming-conventions: <class name>_<student name>_<assignment 
name>. 

 
a. The class name is the class number and section you attend: 2010-09, 2010-50, 

or 2010-53. (Do not include the word “English.”  I only teach English classes, and 
I am just trying to distinguish the work of a student in one section for m a student 
in another section.) 

 
b. The student name is simply the first letter of your first name and your last name 

(e.g., “bsmith” for Brian Smith). 
 
c. The assignment name is the abbreviated name I give the assignment in the 

Grade Book section on Blackboard (e.g. “RN1” for rhetorical, reading notes on 
your first reading selection). 

 
d. Separate all three names with an underscore (i.e., “_”), leaving no spaces in the 

filename. 
 
e. Thus, the assignment your name is Brian Smith and you attend my 2010-09 

class, you will hand in your reading notes for the first reading selection of your 
chapter-focus with the following filename:  

 
2010-09_bsmith_RN1.doc   

 
(NOTE: You don’t need to add the file extension, the “.doc” (or “.docx”).  Your 
word processing application will add it automatically when you save it as a 
Microsoft Word document.) 

 
2. ELECTRONIC FILE FORMAT—You must hand in all electronic documents as 

Microsoft Word documents.  I cannot open work saved in any other format; therefore, I 
will not give a grade to your assignment if you have saved it in any other format. 
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a. If you do not have Microsoft Word, most word processing applications are able to 
save your work as a Microsoft Word document.  You are responsible for doing 
your work on a word processing application that will save it work as a Microsoft 
Word document (i.e., one ending with a “.doc” or “.docx” file extension.)   

 
b. Simply adding that file extension yourself will not make your work a Microsoft 

Word document.  The file extension must be added automatically by the word 
processing application you are using.  

 
3. DELIVERY METHOD—You must “attach” all your Microsoft Word documents to 

the assignment submission form on Blackboard.  Do NOT “cut and paste” your work into 
the assignment submission form.  Do NOT email me your work.   

 
(This does not apply, however, to the first two assignments. The first assignment—the 
signed, syllabus signature sheet—you must bring to class and hand-deliver.  The second 
assignment—where you choose your “chapter-focus”— you must type into the text box 
on the Blackboard assignment submission form the number and name of the chapter you 
choose to focus on this semester.) 

 
 
LATE WORK 
 
Assignments on Blackboard are given a due-date and time and a cut-off date and time.  Students 
are responsible for getting all assignments handed in before the cut-off date and time.  
Assessments on Blackboard are given a start-date and time (when the quiz is available to take) 
and an end-date and time (when the quiz is no longer available to take).  Students are 
responsible for taking online assessments before the end-date and time.  No late assignments or 
assessments will be accepted for grading.   
 

1. Blackboard marks as “late” any assignment handed in after the due-date and 
time.  I do not consider this as late work.   

 
2. Blackboard removes the opportunity to hand in an assignment after the cut-off 

date and time, and the assignment can no longer be handed in.  You are responsible for 
getting your assignments in before the cut-off date and time.  I will not give you credit if 
you attempt to hand in your work after the cut-off date and time.   

 
3. Blackboard removes the opportunity to take an online quiz after the end-date and 

time have elapsed.  Do not begin an online quiz and then leave it to do something else.  
This will freeze your quiz and you will not be able to finish it.  You are responsible for 
sticking with an online quiz until you are finished or until the time allowed for taking it has 
run out.  You are responsible for taking the quizzes before the end-date and time 
elapses. 

 
 

PLAGIARISM 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 
permanent, negative marking of your college file.  Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas 
without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use that person’s ideas).  
Use this method for paraphrasing:  

 
Jones explains this phenomenon is more common among adult males than females (172). 
 



 

 
Denhalter Syllabus 14 of 17 
 

Plagiarism is also using someone else’s words without quoting them.  Use this method for direct 
quotations:  

 
Milgram wrote, “The essence of obedience is that a person comes to view himself as the 
instrument for carrying out another person’s wishes, and he therefore no longer regards 
himself as responsible for his actions.” (“The Perils of Obedience” 368). 

 
If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you 
bring it to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something 
suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside 
sources in your writing.   

 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY/INTEGRITY 

 
As stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual: Academic dishonesty in any form will not 
be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, 
submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at 
Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by 
administering following consequences: 
 

1. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred; 
2. Failing the student in the entire course; 
3. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course; and/or, 
4. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee that may reprimand, place 

on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to perform the following tasks: 
 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 
brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 
control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation 
of support material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key 
words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 
paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the 
subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the 
discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 
supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 
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 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for 
precise expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 
verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 
necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 
 
 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to perform the following tasks:  
 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   
 
 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  
 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to perform the following tasks:  
 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the 
variety of electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 
bibliographic form, and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   
 
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
 
If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request 
of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two 
weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to 
follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process to determine the 
appropriate accommodations related to their disability. 
 
You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 
Our office is located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
LIBRARY 
Students enrolled in classes at Dixie State College for credit, full or part-time can (and should) 
use the Val Browning Library.   It should be your base of operations (whether online or in-person) 
as you research source material for your ten-page research paper.  Students must present their 
college ID, which must be validated each semester.  (Students registered for 3 credits or less 
must present picture ID and a copy of their schedule.  Concurrent enrollment students are 
considered college students, but must acquire a library card in person at the library where they 
have a list of eligible concurrent enrollment students.)  You can check out up to twenty-five items.  
You can keep books and audio-visual materials for three weeks.  <http://library.dixie.edu> 
 
 
TESTING CENTER  
 
None of the assessments for this course will require you to use the testing center this semester.  
You will take all quizzes online during, and I will administer the midterm and final exams in class. 
<http://new.dixie.edu/testing>  
 
 
WRITING CENTER  
 
When I am not available for consultation on your work-in-progress, you can also receive help 
from the college Writing Center.  The Writer Center provides a free service for students desiring 
additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  It is located in the first floor of 
the Browning Bldg.  See the DSC web site (or English Dept. web site) for hours and contact 
information. <http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php> 
 
 
OWL - ONLINE WRITING LAB 

 
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to 
writing, and for numerous links to other web sites that will help with writing. 
<http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl> 
 
 
TUTORING CENTER  
 
Dixie State College sponsors several types of learning assistance services that benefit many 
Dixie State students. All registered, degree-seeking Dixie State College student have access to 
some form of free tutoring. A tutor can assist you in clarifying concepts and class material, and in 
improving your study skills.  The Tutoring Center is located in the Browning Resource Center 
(downstairs from Testing Center). <http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring> 
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I have read and understand the Syllabus & Course Requirements for Mr. Denhalter’s English 
2010 class for Spring 2011 and I agree to abide by the Class Rules and Expectations as defined 
on pages 11 – 14.  
    

Print Name: ____________________________________________________________  
 

Signature:         ____________________________________________________________   
 
Date:                 ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t mind, please 
tell me your:     
 
 
Local phone:                   _______________________________      
 
Email address:                _______________________________________________________ 
 
Alternate email:  _______________________________________________________  

 
 

 
 


