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Multi-Ethnic American Literature (English 3220)                 Dr. Brad Barry - Fall 2009 
 

 Course Syllabus, Description and Requirements 
  
 

Books for This Course:   
 

   Please purchase the exact ISBN versions listed:   
 

 Rico and Mano’s American Mosaic: Multicultural Readings in Context – ISBN: 0-395-88661-9  
 

 Francisco Jimenez’ The Circuit –  ISBN: 0-395-97902-1    
 

 James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man – ISBN: 0-486-28512-X 
 

 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club – ISBN: 0-14-303809-5  
 

 Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns – ISBN: 978-1-59448-385-1   
 

 David Kherdian’s Forgotten Bread: First-Generation Armenian American Writers – ISBN: 

978-1-59714-069-0  

 

 

 

Week 1 – August 24 

 

 Introduction & Preview of the Course  

 Joseph Bruchac’s “Ellis Island” (Mosaic 12) 

 James Truslow Adams from The Epic of America (Mosaic 13-19, ¶ 5-18)  

 Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s “What’s in a Name?” (Mosaic 21-23, ¶ 1-15) 

 Diana Der-Hovanessian’s “In 1979” (Forgotten Bread 278-279)   

 Paula Gunn Allen’s “Pocahontas to Her English Husband, John Rolfe” (Mosaic 122-123) 

 Al Martinez’ “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World” (Mosaic 635-637)  

 

Week 2 – August 31  
 

 Robert Pinsky’s “Shirt” (Mosaic 242-243)   

 Pat Mora’s “Elena” (Mosaic 586-587)     

 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club: Section 1 Feathers From a Thousand Li Away (pgs. 17-83)  

o See note in next week.    

 

Week 3 – September 7 – Labor Day   

 

 Even though there is no class on Labor Day, use the week to read Section 2 of The Joy           

Luck Club (pgs 86-144).  In other words, see Week 4 (for which quite a few pages need to be read).      
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Week 4 -  September 14     
 

 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club: Section 2 The Twenty-Six Malignant Gates (pgs. 86-144)  

 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club: Section 3 American Translation (pgs. 145-209)    

 

Week 5 -  September 21    
 

 Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club: Section 4 Queen Mother of the Western Skies (pgs. 211-288) 

 

Week 6 – September 28     
 

 Helene Pilibosian’s “With the Bait of Bread” (Forgotten Bread 378)    

 Richard Hagopian’s “Saint in the Snow” (Forgotten Bread 144-150)     

 from The Indian Removal Act (Mosaic 84-85) 

 Louise Erdrich’s “Lipsha Morrissey” (from Love Medicine) (Mosaic 105-121)  

 Nicole Brodeur’s “The Meaning of the Hunt” (Mosaic 147-149)  

 Jerry Large’s “Concerning a Whale” (Mosaic 150-152)  

 Naomi Shihab Nye’s “Speaking Arabic” (Mosaic 696)    

 Ruben Salazar: from Border Correspondent: “Who is A Chicano?” (610-618)    

 Because there aren’t many pages of reading for this week, consider getting ahead.  (See the next 

three weeks.)     

 

Week 7 -  October 5  

 

 Francisco Jimenez’ The Circuit   

 

Week 8 – October 12  

 

 Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns: Chapters 1 – 28 (pgs. 1-210)  

 

Week 9 – October 19  

 

 Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns: Chapters 29 – 51 (pgs. 211-415)    

 Your Essay: Have you been thinking of topics for your research essay?  (See assg. description.)  

 

Week 10 -  October 26     
 

 James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: Chapter 1-4 (pgs. 1-30) 

 Charles Chessnut’s “The Passing of Grandison” (photocopy)  

 James Farmer’s “Tomorrow is for our Martyrs” (Mosaic 381-388)  

 Ralph Ellison: from Invisible Man (Mosaic 358-370)   

 Your Essay: By this class, commit to a focused topic for your research paper.    

 

Week 11 -  November 2      

 

 James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: Chapter 5-9 (pgs. 31-69) 

 Your Essay: Continue finding, reading, and analyzing your research sources (for your essay).   
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Week 12 – November 9         
 

 James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man: Ch. 10 – 11 (pgs. 69-100) 

 Arlene Voski Avakian: “from Lion Woman’s Legacy” (Forgotten Bread 433 - top of 438)   

o Note: This is a story – a transcription – that Avakian’s grandmother related to her.   

 Your Essay: By this class, you should have found (and read) about 80% of your research.    

                 Based on your thoughts about your research, type 2 or 3 tentative thesis statements.   

 

Week 13 -  November 16      
 

 W. Thurman: from The Blacker the Berry (Mosaic 350-357)  

 Diana Der-Hovanessian:  

o “Once in a Village” (Forgotten Bread 272-274)  

o “This is for Zariff” (F.B. 289-290)   

o “From Ruin to Ruin” (F.B. 297-298)   

 Helene Pilibosian: 

o “Game of Languages” (Forgotten Bread 380-381)  

o “The Anti-Rebel” (F.B. 381-383)   

o “Sincerely” (F.B. 384)  

o “A Plain Green” (F.B. 389-390)    
 Essay Tasks:  

o Finish the remaining 20% or your research (i.e. find and read all of your sources). 

o Revise, polish and type your tentative thesis (if necessary).   

o Brainstorm and type your prewriting: 

 List the reasons why you believe your thesis to be true.  If you organize your 

essay around such reasons, it will help you to have an analysis essay.  

 Do not organize your essay around your sources.   

 

Week 14 – November 23   

 

 William Saroyan’s “Seventy Thousand Assyrians” (Forgotten Bread 101-109)  

 David Kherdian’s “from Letters to My Father” (Forgotten Bread 344-346)    

 Helene Pilibosian’s “To My Daughter” (F.B. 385-387)  

 Archie Minasian’s “Parlor Talk” (F.B. 178)    

 Diana Der-Hovanessian: 

o “It’s Hard To Be The Child” (Forgotten Bread 275-6) 

o “Notice” (F.B. 274-5)  

o “Recycling Today” (F.B. 282-3)  

o “Every Woman” (F.B. 286)  

 Set up the presentation schedule  

 Your Essay: Based on your prewriting, freewrite an entire draft of your essay. 

o Aim for an organized freewrite! (Remember, depending upon your topic, you will likely 

need to organize your essay around reasons why you believe your thesis to be true.)   

o Remember to apply the ideas from the handout “Synthesizing Sources.”  
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Week 15 -  November 30  

 Presentations  

 David Kherdian’s “from My Racine” (the 2nd one with that title - Forgotten Bread pg. 336) 

 Emma Lazarus’ “The New Colossus” (Mosaic 10)   

o Connections to the semester’s readings as a whole?  Connections to final exam?   

 Your Essay: Revise your freewriting into a polished essay.  

o Note: If you’d like feedback on your first draft, please see me in my office for some on-

the-spot feedback.  Also, please don’t wait until a day or two before it’s due; get help 

early, when I’ll have time to respond to your drafts.   

 

Week 16 – December 7  

 Presentations 

 Your Essay: Continue revising and polishing your essay (due at the beg. of the next class).   
 Revision & editing tips for essay 
 Study tips for final exam 

 

 

Week 17 -    Final Exam: Monday, December 14, at 5:15 p.m.    

Note: Essays are due at the beginning of this class.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:    
 

Labor Day (no classes) . . . . . . . . . .  . ……. . . .  Monday, Sept. 7 
Semester Break (no classes) ………………..….  Thurs-Fri, Oct. 15-16  

Last Day to Drop or Audit ……………………… Monday, Oct. 19  

Career Day (only night classes meet)…………….Tuesday 11/17  

Thanksgiving…………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wed-Fri, Nov. 25-27   

Final Exams: Mon-Fri, Dec. 14-18  (See week 17 above)   
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Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry   
Office:      222 McDonald Center      

Office Phone:     652-7819  (Aside from office-hour visits, phone is the best way to get in touch with me.)   

 Office Hours:     - Mondays & Wednesdays: 4:00 – 4:45 p.m. 

    - Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8:30 – 10:15 a.m.     

   - Note: I’m also available other days/times (by appointment). Feel free to contact me.     

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   Please put your name and “Engl 3220” in subject line!               

Writing Center: Browning Bldg. (bottom floor - below testing cntr) - see DSC web site for phone & hours     

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building - see DSC web site for phone & hours        

Class Location: McD 206  

Course Prerequisite:   English 2010 (with a grade of C or higher)  

 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 
 

This is going to be a great course.  During this course, we are going to immerse ourselves in some fantastic 

and important literature that will enrich our lives and worldviews.  We are going to read and discuss novels, 

stories, poems, essays and government documents that will challenge, affirm and transform the ways we 

think about and perceive literature and ethnicity in light of American society and history.    

 
In this course we will examine multi-ethnic literature by American authors.  We will study the 

contributions to American literature by African-Americans, Asian-Americans, Hispanic-Americans, 

Native-Americans, and other ethnic groups – and the ways in which their writings construct and revise 

identity in American society.  We will also examine the ways in which writers bring together issues of 

ethnicity, class and gender.   (This course is required of all English majors, and is open to any other 

interested students.  3 lecture hours per week.)     
 

Upon completing this course, you will have improved your ability to: 
 Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate representative novels, short stories and poems.   

 Think and write critically about literature (by way of a research essay).     
 Understand and analyze aspects of literature, including plot, setting, characterization, theme, point of view, 

symbolism and imagery.   
 Understand the ways in which ethnicity defines (and redefines) notions of the “American dream.”      

 Share your insights during class discussions.     

 

Preparation Checks 
 

Most of you are in this course because you want to be, and because you enjoy reading and learning.      

Out of your own nature, you will come to each class having read the material, and you will 

enthusiastically join the discussions.  If that’s the case, this class will likely be a great experience for 

you.   

 

Occasionally, however, a few students sign up for this class with very different motivations: they 

would rather only read on an occasional basis, and try to “float by” (or sneak by) the rest of the time.  

Perhaps such students have had prior English courses where they could skip much of the reading, 

sound brilliant “on the fly” during class discussions, and still get a good grade.  If you are such a 

student, please know that this will not be one of those courses.   
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So, as a way of honoring students who read, I will use many in-class preparation checks.  These “prep 

checks” will be in a variety of forms: on-the-spot reading responses, quizzes, etc.  They will usually 

(not always) be at the very beginning of class – so it is important to attend class punctually.     

 

Now, I know that life gets complicated.  If you miss a prep check because of a legitimate and 

significant life-emergency, then be sure to communicate with me prior to missing that prep check.  
 

Can You Turn in a Late Essay?   
 

You will only need to write one formal, typed essay – which is due at the end of the semester.  In light 

of that, any essay submitted late will have its final grade reduced by 10% for each 24-hour period that 

it is late.  If for some reason you have a legitimate emergency arise, let me know about it as soon as 

possible (and we’ll discuss how we can best work out a reasonable solution).   

 
What Will it Take to Get a Good Grade in this Course?   
 

 Read actively instead of passively (see next section).  This will help you do well on the prep checks.   

 Arrive on time to class (and stay for the entire session).   

 Bring to class: a) some good insights/connections between readings, and b) some good questions.   

 Craft a well-written research essay (and do the preliminary stages leading up to that final draft).     

 Stay in tune with the overall class discussions (avoid 1-on-1 chatting with those sitting around you).   
 

What Does it Mean to “Read Actively”?     
 

 Whether or not you actively read (rather than casually and passively read) often makes a huge 

difference in this course.  But what does it mean to be an active reader?  Below are two tips I wish I 

would have received when I was an undergraduate English major:    

 

1. Be willing to write on the readings.  In the margins, bracket passages that jump out at you.  

In the margins, write your thoughts, questions, agreements, and/or objections.                   
(You may have to ignore the haunting memory of your 3rd-grade teacher’s voice, the one 

that threatened to send you to the principal’s office for writing in books.)   

 

2. With the novels and the longer stories, draw character trees (and use arrows to keep track of 

how characters fit together).  This will help you keep track of what’s happening, and why.   

 

Attendance and Tardiness 
 

I’ll say the obvious: attendance is important.  Be here.  You will learn more, and the class will be all the 

more interesting with everyone present.  (Plus, attending will help your scores on prep checks, the final 

exam, and the research essay.)       

 

However, I realize that life gets complicated and you might be late to a class, or even miss a class 

altogether.  If this happens, be sure to communicate with me (as soon as possible) so that I can give you any 

missed info and/or assignments.  This will help you come prepared to the following class.      
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Classroom Etiquette 
 

I hope we all can interact in a professional and collegial manner.  While it is true that I am an authority in 

this class, my primary goal is to be a guide who leads discussions in which we all learn from each others’ 

analyses of the readings.  However, to do this, we have to treat one another with respect.  What does it 
mean for me to respect you?  I will come to class prepared to lead thoughtful discussions, and I will try to 

honor each of your insights and opinions.   

 

What does it mean for you to respect your classmates and teacher?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts 

from our ability to learn: i.e. chatting during class discussions and presentations.  Even if you are chatting 

with your friend about the readings, it is still rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group 

discussions.  In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend 

sitting next to you.  Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this 

in mind.       

 

 

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file.   

 

But what is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 
1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 

use that person’s ideas).   

             It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without putting those words in quotation marks.     

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it 

to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on 

my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your 

writing.   
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   ~    ~    ~ 
 

 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing 

Lab)?  Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think 

you might have a disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?   

 

For more information on any of these issues, please go to the following DSC web site:      

 
 http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus      OR 
 

  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/    
 

At these sites, you will receive important, helpful information that can help you in all of your 

classes.    

 

 

 

What are the point values of the assignments?   
 

See next page.   
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 
 

 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, simply divide the number of 

points earned by the number of possible points up to that moment in the semester.   
 

(Example:  85 divided by 100 = .85 = 85% = B)   
 

 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks. 
 

 

 

 

Assignment:  Points Possible:       Points Earned:  
 

Preparation Check 1   15  _____   

Preparation Check 2   15  _____        

Preparation Check 3   15  _____        

Preparation Check 4   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 5   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 6   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 7   15  _____   

Preparation Check 8   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 9   15  _____   

Preparation Check 10  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 11  15  _____  

Preparation Check 12  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 13  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 14  15  _____   

Preparation Check 15  15  _____ 
 

Toss your lowest-scoring prep check (for a total of 210 points possible on the prep checks).    
 

 

Presentation of Research  15  _____    

Research Essay   70  _____  

Departmental Post-Assessment 10  _____ 

Final Exam               60  _____       

 

 
                Your total points earned:  _______ (out of 365 points possible)    

 


