
Syllabus  

English 2010—23: Intermediate Writing 

 

Course Info:  Spring 2014    Office:  Holland Building 463 

                                    Section 23                                           Office Hours: T/TH 4:00-5:30 

   HCC 325                                                                    W 1:00-2:30 

                                    MWF 11-11:50am              

 

Instructor:                   Darren M. Edwards                             Office Phone: 435-879-4354 

                                    www.darrenmedwards.com                Email: darren.edwards@dixie.edu 

 

 

Course Materials:        You’ve got to have: 

 Backpack Writing 

 Materials on Canvas 

 Bound Notebook 

 
Course Prerequisite: 
 
Course Fee:                                 

 
Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 1010 and completion of 
Lib1010.  
 
There are no fees associated with this course. 
 

 
Course Goals and Objectives 
 1: Develop and implement the skills and tools needed to become a better writer 

2: Develop and implement the ability to think analytically about the intimate and expansive 
world 
3: Develop your ability to process, organize and present a diverse selection of information.   

 4: Develop and implement advanced research skills 
 
Departmental Course Objectives 
  
Please follow the link below to read over the following: 

 Course Catalog Description 

 Department Emphasis/Mission Statements 

 Department Course Objectives 
 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202010.pdf 
 
Department Student Learning Outcomes 
 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/department%20outcomes%20and%20assessment[1].pdf 
 
Attendance/Tardiness 
 

http://www.darrenmedwards.com/
mailto:darren.edwards@dixie.edu
http://new.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202010.pdf
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/department%20outcomes%20and%20assessment%5b1%5d.pdf


Things happen, and I understand this. However, by signing up for this course you have made a 
commitment to me as well as the students in your class to be an active part of the classroom 
environment. So, I’m allowing two absences without penalty. After that, each additional absence will 
result in a five-point deduction from your participation grade. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to 
find out (from a classmate) what was discussed. You will be held responsible for any information given 
in class regardless of if you’re there or not. Lastly, a reason is when you tell me about a problem before 
it happens; an excuse is when you tell me about it after it happens. I do NOT accept excuses.   
 
Late Assignments 
 
Late work will be accepted for 50% of the actual grade. Remember 50 % is an F. There will be no way to 
raise a late grade above 50%. This policy applies to the three papers that you will write for this class. 
Quizzes, notebook entries, and group workshops will not be accepted as late work.   
 
Respect (Disruptive Behavior Policy) 
 
I will never ask you to like, enjoy, or approve of something that offends you, but in a college class you 
must be prepared to think, speak, and write about such things academically. If you cannot do this, do 
not take this class. 
 
This course will involve a lot of discussion.  Everyone is allowed to have and express their own opinions 
regarding the topics we will discuss in class (part of your grade comes from in class discussion, as such it 
is crucial that you participate by asking questions and expressing opinions).  Always respect other people 
in the class, even if you do not agree with the opinions that they express.  All students and the instructor 
will be treated with mutual respect, regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, social class, gender, or sexual 
preference. One of our main goals in class should always be to reach for understanding of ourselves 
and others.  
 
As your instructor I’m committed to the success of this course (and each of you) 100%. That said, I 
expect nothing less than the best from each and every one of you. So, if after reading the first page of 
you paper I can tell that you put little to no effort into it, I will not finish reading it. Instead, it will get put 
in a garbage pile, and you will have to come in during my office hours and go over it with me before I 
will give you a grade for it. 
 

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices 

All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off during class.  Also, never read or send 
text messages during class.  If you receive a call on your cell phone or read or send a text message 
during class time you will lose 10 participation points. 
 
Disability Statement  
 
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of 
that disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.     The Center Coordinator and 
staff can also assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services. Any student eligible for and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to 
their professor from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 
classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation 



process.  The center is located in the Student Services Center, Edith Whitehead Building, Room #201, or 
you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) at 652-7516. 
 
Use of your D-mail e-mail account  
 
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  This information 
includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, 
sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class 
information, and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically 
assigned a D-mail e-mail account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu 
and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your 
D-mail, so please check it often.   
 
If you stop attending class   
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 
deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSU homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, 
under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule. 
 
Plagiarism  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 
permanent marking of your college file.   
 
What is plagiarism?  
1. Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 
use that person’s ideas).   

 It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   
2. Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

 Use this method for direct quotations: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  
 
If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it 
to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on 
my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your 
writing.   
 
Additional Help: Though I would prefer you come to me first for help with your essays-in-progress, you 
can also receive help from the college Writing Center or the Online Writing Lab (OWL). 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy  
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to 
plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams 
or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty 
by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 



b. Failing the student in the entire course, 
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
 
How to Contact Instructor 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this course.  Feel free to come to my office during 
my office hours.  If you cannot meet during my regular office hours, please email or call and we will 
schedule another time to meet.  Email is the most effective way to contact me.  You can email me at 
darren.edwards@dixie.edu I will respond to all emails within 24 hours of receiving them during 
weekdays. If I don’t, and you can provide evidence of that I didn’t, you will receive 10 extra credit points.  
 
Library Services 
 
Additional research help can be found at the Holland Centennial Commons Library. Library hours and 
information is available at http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
Testing Center 
 
You will not need to use the testing center for this course. 
 
Dixie State Writing Center/OWL/Tutoring Center 
 
Additional writing help is available free of charge through the writing center tutors at the Dixie State 
Writing Center. The writing center is located on the main floor of the Browning Building.  
 
Class Syllabus Link 
 
This Syllabus is also available electronically on our course Canvas site. 
 

Grade Breakdown: 

 

A ………………………………….100-93 

A- …………………………………..92-90 

B+ …………………………………..89-87 

B …………………………………….86-84 

B- ……………………………………83-80 

C+…………………………………..79-77 

C…………………………………….76-74 

C-……………………………………73-70 

D+…………………………………..69-67 

D…………………………………….66-64 

D-……………………………………63-60 

F……………………………………..59-0 

 

http://library.dixie.edu/


Course Outline 

 

Week 1:  

 Monday, Jan. 6
th

: Introduction to the course  

  Homework: Read the short stories on Canvas.  

 Wednesday, Jan. 8
th

: Nuts and Bolts of Grammar 

 Friday, Jan. 10
th

: Building Sentences  

Week 2: 

 Monday, Jan. 13
th

: Short Story Analysis 

 Wednesday, Jan. 15
th

: Getting Started: Thesis Statements  

  Homework: Complete Thesis Statement Assignment 

 Friday, Jan. 17
th

: Organization. Thesis Statement Assignment Due!!! 

  Homework: Polish the thesis statement and outline for your Lit Analysis Essay  

Week 3: 

 Monday, Jan. 20
th

: Martin Luther King Jr. Day (NO CLASS) 

 Wednesday, Jan. 22
nd

:  Pattern of Analysis. Thesis and Outline Due!! 

 Friday, Jan 24
th

: Short Story Analysis 

Week 4: 

 Monday, Jan. 27
th

: Short Story Analysis 

  Homework: Finish the rough draft of your Literary Analysis Essay 

 Wednesday, Jan. 29
th

: Revision and Workshopping 

  Homework: Polish the rough draft of your Literary Analysis Essay 

 Friday, Jan. 31
st
: Group Workshop (Literary Analysis Essay) Rough Drafts Due!!!  

  Homework: Revise your Literary Analysis Essay 

Week 5: 

 Monday, Feb. 3
rd

: Line Edits (Bring an updated draft of your essay to class) 

 Wednesday, Feb. 5
th

: Introducing the Argument Essay. Literary Analysis Essay Due!!! 

  Homework: Pick a topic for your Argument Essay 

 Friday, Feb. 7
th

: The Elaboration Likelihood Model for Persuasion 

  Homework: Create a thesis statement and outline for your Argument Essay  

Week 6: 

  Monday, Feb. 10
th

: Cognitive Dissonance. Thesis Statement and Outline Due!!! 

 Wednesday, Feb. 12
th

: Research day 1 (doing research) 

 Friday, Feb. 14
th

: Research day 2 (Meet in the library, room) 

Week 7:  

 Monday, Feb. 17
th

: President’s Day (NO CLASS) 

 Wednesday, Feb. 19
th

: Research day 3 (integrating research) 

 Friday, Feb. 21
st
: Fallacies 

Week 8: 

 Monday, Feb. 24
th

: Group Workshop 

 Wednesday, Feb. 26
th

: Formatting and Citations 



 Friday, Feb. 28
th

: Line Edits 

Week 9: 

 Monday, Mar. 3
rd

: Introduce Word Meditation Essay. Argument Essays Due!!! 

  Homework: Read Student Example One 

 Wednesday, Mar. 5
th

: Research Day 4 (Meet in the library, room) 

 Friday, Mar. 7
th

: Research Day 4 (Meet in the library, room) 

Week 10: 

 Monday, Mar. 10
th

: Spring Break (NO CLASS) 

 Wednesday, Mar. 12
th

: Spring Break (NO CLASS) 

 Friday, Mar. 14
th

: Spring Break (NO CLASS) 

Week 11: 

 Monday, Mar. 17
th

: The Art of Reflection 

  Homework: Read Student Example Two 

 Wednesday, Mar. 19
th

: Reflection Day 2 

  Friday, Mar. 21
st
: Description Day 1 

Week 12: 

 Monday, Mar. 24
th

: Description Day 2 

 Wednesday, Mar. 26
th

: In Class Student Example 

 Friday, Mar. 28
th

: Inner Story 

Week 13: 

 Monday, Mar. 31
st
: Inner Story. Rough Drafts Due!!! 

 Wednesday, Apr. 2
nd

: Pacing 

 Friday, Apr. 4
th

: Group Workshop 

Week 14: 

 Monday, Apr. 7
th

: Group Workshop 

 Wednesday, Apr. 9
th

: Annotated Bibliography 

 Friday, Apr. 11
th

:  Writing Day 

Week 15: 

 Monday, Apr. 14
th

: Line Edits 

 Wednesday, Apr. 16
th

: Line Edits 

 Friday, Apr. 18
th

: Camp Fire 

Week 16: 

 Monday, Apr. 21
st
: Review for the Final 

 Wednesday, Apr. 23
rd

:  Last day of class/Class Reading. Word Meditation Essays Due!!!  

 

Final Exam: Monday, April 28
th

 from 10:00-12:00 

 

 

 

 



Assignments 

 

Quizzes……………………………………………………….100 

Participation…………………………………………………..100 

Workshops……………………………………………………100 

Notebook……………………………………………………..100 

Check Points………………………………………………….200 

Literary Analysis Essay……………………………………....200 

Argument Essay………………………………………………200 

Word Meditation Essay………………………………………300 

Final Exam……………………………………………………100 

 

Total…………………………………………………………..1400 

 


