
English 2010: Intermediate Writing 

 

Course Info:  Fall 2011    Office:  Student Service Center 335 

                                    Section 20                                           Office Hours: M-Th 11am-12pm 

   Brown 115                                                                 MW    1-2:30pm 

                                    T/TR 1:00-2:15pm              

 

Instructor:                   Darren M. Edwards                             Office Phone: 435-879-4354 

                                    www.darrenmedwards.com                Email: darren.edwards@dixie.edu 

 

 

Course Materials:        You’ve got to have: 

 How to Write Anything 

 Materials on Blackboard  

 Bound Notebook 

 
Course Prerequisite: 
 
Course Fee:                                 

 
Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 1010 
 
There are no fees associated with this course. 
 

 
Course Goals and Objectives 
 1: Develop and implement the skills and tools needed to become a better writer 

2: Develop and implement the ability to think analytically about the intimate and expansive 
world 
3: Develop your ability to process, organize and present a diverse selection of information.   

 4: Develop and implement advanced research skills 
 
Departmental Course Objectives 
  
Please follow the link below to read over the following: 

 Course Catalog Description 

 Department Emphasis/Mission Statements 

 Department Course Objectives 
 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202010.pdf 
 
Department Student Learning Outcomes 
 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/department%20outcomes%20and%20assessment[1].pdf 
 
Attendance/Tardiness 
 
Things happen, and I understand this. However, by signing up for this course you have made a 
commitment to me as well as the students in your class to be an active part of the classroom 

http://www.darrenmedwards.com/
mailto:darren.edwards@dixie.edu
http://new.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%202010.pdf
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/department%20outcomes%20and%20assessment%5b1%5d.pdf


environment. So, I’m allowing two absences without penalty. After that, each additional absence will 
result in a five-point deduction from your participation grade. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to 
find out (from a classmate) what was discussed. You will be held responsible for any information given 
in class regardless of if you’re there or not. Lastly, a reason is when you tell me about a problem before 
it happens; an excuse is when you tell me about it after it happens. I do NOT accept excuses.   
 
Late Assignments 
 
Late work will be accepted for 50% of the actual grade. Remember 50 % is an F. There will be no way to 
raise a late grade above 50%.  
 
Respect (Disruptive Behavior Policy) 
 
This course will involve a lot of discussion.  Everyone is allowed to have and express their own opinions 
regarding the topics we will discuss in class (part of your grade comes from in class discussion, as such it 
is crucial that you participate by asking questions and expressing opinions).  Always respect other people 
in the class, even if you do not agree with the opinions that they express.  All students and the instructor 
will be treated with mutual respect, regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, social class, gender, or sexual 
preference. One of our main goals in class should always be to reach for understanding of ourselves 
and others.  
 

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices 

All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off during class.  Also, never read or send 
text messages during class.  If you receive a call on your cell phone or read or send a text message 
during class time you will lose 10 participation points. 
 
Disability Statement  
 
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of 
that disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.     The Center Coordinator and 
staff can also assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services. Any student eligible for and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to 
their professor from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 
classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation 
process.  The center is located in the Student Services Center, Edith Whitehead Building, Room #201, or 
you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) at 652-7516. 
 
Use of your D-mail e-mail account  
 
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  This information 
includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, 
sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class 
information, and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically 
assigned a D-mail e-mail account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu 



and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your 
D-mail, so please check it often.   
 
If you stop attending class   
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 
deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, 
under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule. 
 
Plagiarism  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 
permanent marking of your college file.   
 
What is plagiarism?  
1. Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 
use that person’s ideas).   
 It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

2. Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   
 Use this method for direct quotations: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 
If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it 
to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on 
my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your 
writing.   
 
Additional Help: Though I would prefer you come to me first for help with your essays-in-progress, you 
can also receive help from the college Writing Center or the Online Writing Lab (OWL). 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy  
 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to 
plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams 
or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty 
by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
b. Failing the student in the entire course, 
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
 
How to Contact Instructor 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this course.  Feel free to come to my office during 
my office hours.  If you cannot meet during my regular office hours, please email or call and we will 
schedule another time to meet.  Email is the most effective way to contact me.  You can email me at 
darren.edwards@dixie.edu I will respond to all emails within 24 hours of receiving them during 
weekdays. If I don’t, and you can provide evidence of that I didn’t, you will receive 10 extra credit points.  



 
Library Services 
 
Additional research help can be found at the Val A. Browning Library. Library hours and information is 
available at http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
Testing Center 
 
You will not need to use the testing center for this course. 
 
Dixie State Writing Center/OWL/Tutoring Center 
 
Additional writing help is available free of charge through the writing center tutors at the Dixie State 
Writing Center. The writing center is located on the main floor of the Browning Building.  
 
Class Syllabus Link 
 
This Syllabus is also available electronically on our course Banner site. 
 
 
Course Outline 
 

August 

Tuesday 23rd: Course Introduction, Syllabus Walkthrough, Grading Breakdown, Sign Contracts, Q & A

 Homework: Prepare “This is Me!” presentation 

Thursday 25th: “This is Me!” presentations 
 Homework: Email group members to verify that emails and documents work correctly 
 
Tuesday 30th: Analyzing/researching art, Introduce Art Essay 
 Homework: Select the piece of art on which you’ll write your Art Essay—bring a picture to class.  
 
 

September 
Thursday 1st: Building Sentences Lesson  
 Homework: Work on Art Essay, read HTWA 398-411, 415-437 
 
Tuesday 6th: (MEET AT LIBRARY ROOM 121) Styles/Organizational schemes for the Art Essay, research 
time 
 Homework: Read example art essays on Blackboard (either print out to mark up, or take notes) 
 
Thursday 8th:  Writing Center presentation on peer review process, discuss example art essays 
 Homework: Complete rough draft, email to groups by designated deadline then read and 
comment on group member’s essays 
 
Tuesday 13th: Group Workshops 

http://library.dixie.edu/


 Homework: Consider group feedback and revise your Art Essay 
 
Thursday 15th: ART ESSAY DUE!!! Introduce Literary Analysis Essay, discuss criteria for such an essay 
 Homework: Read all four Literary Nonfiction essays on Blackboard (either print out to mark up, 
or take notes) 
 
Tuesday 20th: Discuss homework reading; listen to “Dots in Blue Water” and “The Tense Middle”  
 Homework: Read HTWA 186-220, pick Literary Nonfiction essay to focus on, begin writing your 
essay 
 
Thursday 22nd: Discuss how the HTWA readings can apply to the type of Literary Analysis you’re writing 
 Homework: Finish rough draft of you Literary Analysis Essay and email to groups by designated 
deadline, then read and comment on group member’s essays 
 
Tuesday 27th: Group Workshops 
 Homework:  Consider group feedback and revise your Literary Analysis Essay 
 
Thursday 29th: Revision Lesson  
 Homework: Finish revising your essay (including proofing) 
 

October 
 
Tuesday 4th: LITERARY ANALYSIS ESSAY DUE!!! Introduce Immersion Journalism Project 
 Homework: Pick person/topic for your project (You MUST have this picked by next class, and I 
STRONGLY advise against changing topics!!!) 
 
Thursday 6th: (MEET AT LIBRARY ROOM 121), Research phase one—books and journals 
 Homework: Begin traditional research *Write your essay* 
 
Tuesday 11th: Research phase two—observation 
 Homework: Plan (and possibly conduct) your observation *Write your essay* 
 
Thursday 13th: Fall Break No Class!!! 
 
Tuesday 18th: Research phase three—conducting an interview 
 Homework: Plan (and possibly conduct your interview) *Write your essay* 
 
Thursday 20th: Research phase four—immersion moment 
 Homework: Plan (and possibly conduct your immersion moment) *Write your essay* 
 
Tuesday 25th: Your Story, Reflection (what you’re learning through this process and what that means to 
us as readers) 
 Homework: Read student examples on Blackboard *write your essay* 
 
Thursday 27th: Discuss student examples, Levels of showing and telling 
 Homework: Read HTWA 334-363 *Work on Essay* 
 

 



November 
Tuesday 1st: Metaphor, Mixing the two stories  
 Homework: *Write your Essay* 
 
Thursday 3rd: TBA 
 Homework: Finish rough draft of your Immersion Journalism Essay and email to groups by 
designated deadline, then read and comment on group member’s essays 
 
Tuesday 8th: Group Workshop 
 Homework: Read HTWA 524-553 
 
Thursday 10th: Revision, Line edits 
 Homework: 
 
Tuesday 15th: Career Day No Class!!! 
 Homework: *Write your Essay* 
 
Thursday 17th: Extra Lesson/Writing day 
 Homework: 
 
Tuesday 21st: Annotated Bibliography Lesson 
 Homework: Work on annotated bibliography  
 
Thursday 24th: THANKSGIVING BREAK NO CLASS!!! 
 Homework: *Write essay* 
 
Tuesday 29th: IMMERSION JOURNALISM DUE DATE ONE!!! 
 Homework: 
 

December 
Thursday 1st: IMMERSION JOURNALISM DUE DATE TWO!!! 
 Homework:  
 
Tuesday 6th: Final Review 
 Homework: Turn in all late work for 50%, turn in all extra credit, prepare to turn in notebooks 
 
Thursday 8th:  Last day of Class!!! Note books due!!! Class reading/party 
 Homework: Study for Final 
 

Point Breakdown and Assignment Description 

Participation/Notebook (200pts) 

 At the start of every class you will be given 5-10 min to complete a writing prompt. You should 

have a bound notebook in which to keep these writing responses. At the end of the semester you will 



turn this notebook in for up to 200pts depending on how many of the prompts you have completed. In 

addition, you can lose points from this assignment by being disruptive in class. 

Group Workshops (100pts) 

 Group workshops are an essential part of this course. They give you a chance to develop your 

editorial eye, see examples of how your peers are doing their papers, and supply you with important 

feedback and direction for revision on your own paper. There will be three workshops each worth 33pts. 

To get these points you MUST come to class fully prepared on the day of the workshop. This means, you 

will, prior to class, have given your group members a COMPLETE draft of your essay; you will have read 

and prepared feedback, using the form given in class, for each of your group members drafts; you will 

fully participate in the group workshop discussion in class.  

Instructor Conferences (100pts) 

 You will sign up for, and attend, an individual conference with me for each essay that you write 

for this class. These conferences will be worth 33pts each. If you fail to show up on your scheduled 

conference day, you will not be able to make up these points. 

Art Essay—3-4pages—(100pts) 

 You will write a researched reflective essay on a famous work of art. You will need to include 

two academic sources on your piece of artwork in your essay. These sources should be cited, both in-

text and bibliographically, using appropriate MLA citation style.   

Literary Analysis—3-4pages—(100pts) 

 Unlike a traditional Literary Analysis Essay which would focus on a story, play or poem culled 

from the canon of historical literature, in this essay you will analyze a contemporary work of Literary (or 

Creative) Nonfiction.  This essay will NOT require outside sources, but should make extensive use of 

textual evidence and examples to support your analysis. This textual evidence should be cited both in-

text and bibliographically using proper MLA citation.  

Immersion Journalism Project—10-12pages—(300pts) 

  This project will include a 8-10 page essay and a 2 page annotated bibliography. You will 

conduct in-depth research into a specific person. This research should include: Research in academic 

journals related to your subject; An observation of your subject; An interview with your subject, and 

some form of immersion experience related to your subject. The final essay should consist of two stories 

woven together: First, the story drawn out of your subject’s life; Second, the story of your researching 

your subject. This project will be discussed at length in class.   

Final Exam (100pts) 

 This exam will test your understanding of the concepts and tools we discuss throughout the 

semester.  


