
Syllabus 

English 2140-01: Introduction to Creative Writing 

(Writing Poetry) 

 

Course Info:  Fall 2012    Office: Holland Building 463  

                                    Section 01                                           Office Hours: MWF 1-3pm               

                                    HCC 470 

                                    MWF 8-8:50 

 

Instructor:                   Darren M. Edwards                             Office Phone: 435-879-4354 

                                    www.darrenmedwards.com                Email: darren.edwards@dixie.edu 

 

 

College Course Description: 

For all students with an interest in developing expressive skills through the writing of poetry, 

short stories, or dramatic presentations on stage and in film; required for English majors pursuing 

an English Education emphasis. Increases students' understanding of literature, other people, and 

their own ideas and feelings. Successful students will master material which includes figurative 

language, alliteration, assonance, rhythm in poetry and prose, dialogue, plot, setting, theme, and 

the critical vocabulary of the genres mentioned above. Repeatable up to 6 credits subject to 

graduation restrictions 

 

English Department Mission Statement: 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for 

the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:   

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 

adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact 

the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 

determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations. DRC is located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office. Visit or call 

652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines 

eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

 

 

 

 Student Support Services:  

 Library  http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

http://www.darrenmedwards.com/
mailto:darren.edwards@dixie.edu
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing


 Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

 Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 College Calendar:  http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&yid=2011 

 

DMail:  

You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college 

information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other 

information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access 

your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate 

your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student 

services" (upper right corner). 

 

Attendance/Tardiness 

Things happen, and I understand this. However, by signing up for this course you have made a 

commitment to me as well as the students in your class to be an active part of the classroom 

environment. So, I’m allowing two absences without penalty. After that, each additional absence 

will result in a five-point deduction from your participation grade. If you miss class, it is your 

responsibility to find out (from a classmate) what was discussed. You will be held responsible 

for any information given in class regardless of if you’re there or not. Lastly, a reason is 

when you tell me about a problem before it happens; an excuse is when you tell me about it after 

it happens. I do NOT accept excuses.   

 

Late Assignments 

You can feel free to turn in late work at any point in the semester for half credit. Remember, 

50% is failing.  

 

Respect(Disruptive Behavior Policy) 

This course will involve a lot of discussion. Everyone is allowed to have and express their own 

opinions regarding the topics we will discuss (part of your grade comes from your participation 

in our class discussions, as such it is crucial that you participate by expressing opinions and 

ideas). Always respect other people in the class, even if you do not agree with the opinions that 

they express. All students and the instructor will be treated with mutual respect, regardless of race, 

ethnicity, religion, social class, gender, or sexual preference. One of our main goals in class should 

always be to reach for understanding of ourselves and others. 

 

Academic (Dis)honesty: 

Honesty in completing assignments is essential to the mission of the university and to the development of 

the personal integrity of the student.  Cheating, plagiarism, or other kinds of academic dishonesty will not 

be tolerated and will result in appropriate sanctions that may include failing an assignment, failing the 

class, or being suspended or expelled. 

For important information on plagiarism, go to the Dixie OWL http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

click on Recognizing and Avoiding Plagiarism. 

 

 

Instructor Assistance:   

Please feel free to come by during office hours (posted above) to discuss your writing or to schedule an 

appointment with me at another time.  You may also email me regarding questions or problems.  I check 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&yid=2011
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


email daily, but not on weekends.  Please don’t wait until right before an assignment is due to email or 

phone in questions as I may not answer in time. 

 

 

Course Outline: 

 

Week 1: Preparing (read pgs 9-24 in Drury; Hugo and Oliver excerpts on Canvas) 

 Monday Aug 20: 

 

 Wednesday Aug 22:  

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Aug 24: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 2: Language (read pgs 25-41 in Drury) 

 Monday Aug 26: 

 

 Wednesday Aug 29: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Aug 31: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 3: Sight (read pgs 42-51 in Drury) 

 Monday Sept 3: NO CLASS (Labor Day) 

 

 Wednesday Sept 5: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Sept 7: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 4: Sound (read pgs 52-61 in Drury, and Oliver excerpt on Canvas) 

 Monday Sept 10: 

 

 Wednesday Sept 12: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Sept 14: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 5: Movement (read 62-84 in Drury) 

 Monday Sept 17: 

   

 Wednesday Sept 19: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Sept 21: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 



Week 6: Shaping (read 85-100 in Drury) 

 Monday Sept 24: 

   

 Wednesday Sept 26: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Sept 28: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 7: Patterns and Traditions (read 101-136 in Drury) 

 Monday Oct 1: 

   

 Wednesday Oct 3: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Oct 5: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 8: Voice (read 137-146 in Drury) 

 Monday Oct 8: 

 

 Wednesday Oct 10: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Oct 12: NO Class (Fall Break) 

  Draft Poem will be due Monday 

Week 9: Finishing (read 191-199 in Drury) 

 Monday Oct 15: 

  Draft Poem Due  

 Wednesday Oct 17: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Oct 19: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 10: Performance Poetry I (read Weiss and Somers-Willett excerpts on Canvas and watch 

linked poems) 

 Monday Oct 22:  

 

 Wednesday Oct 24: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Oct 26: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 11: Performance Poetry II (read Weiss and Woods excerpts on Canvas and watch linked 

poems) 

 Monday Oct 29: 

 



 Wednesday Oct 31: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Nov 2: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 12: Sources of Inspiration (read pgs 147-166 in Drury and ? excerpt on Canvas) 

 Monday Nov 5: 

 

 Wednesday Nov 7: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Nov 9: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 13: Things to Write About (read pgs 167-179) 

 Monday Nov 12: 

 

 Wednesday Nov 14: 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Nov 16: 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 14: Other Arts, Other Influences (read pgs 180-190 in Drury) 

 Monday Nov 19: 

  

 Wednesday Nov 21: NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Break) 

  Exercise Poem Due 

 Friday Nov 23: NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Break) 

  Draft Poem Due (group workshop) 

Week 15: Finishing the Portfolio (read pgs 200-201 in Drury) 

 Monday Nov 26: 

 

 Wednesday Nov 28: 

   

 Friday Nov 30: 

  (group workshop, bring one poem you want more feedback on) 

Week 16: After the Poem  

 Monday Dec 3:  

 

 Wednesday Dec 5: PORTFOLIO DUE!!! 

   

 Friday Dec 7: Last Day of Class 

   

Grading  



 

Poem Drafts and Exercises = 300 

This is a combined score from all of your draft poems and exercise poems. These MUST 

be turned in on time. They will NOT receive points if turned in late.  

Participation = 100 

At the end of the semester each of your classmates will grade your efforts in the small 

group workshops. These scores will be averaged and then calculated into your final 

grade.   

Book Review Presentation = 100 

Every Wednesday we will hear one or two students give brief (three to four minute) 

reviews of their selected books of poetry. Every student will receive a grade for their 

presentation.  

Performances = 200 

You are required to give two poetry performances this semester. Each performance is 

worth 100 points (poems performed must be YOUR original work).  

Portfolio = 300 

Of your fourteen draft poems, you will select 9 poems to revise for your final portfolio. 

The portfolio should include the original draft (with my comments) and a revision of each 

poem.  

 

Total Grade Scored Out Of 1,000 points 

 

Extra Credit = Up To 80 points 

You can receive 20 extra credit points each for giving a third and fourth poetry 

performance (poems must be YOUR original work). 

You can receive 20 extra credit points for submitting a selection of your poetry for 

publication.   

You can receive 20 extra credit points for writing a one page, double spaced, review of a 

poetry journal. You should bring enough copies of your review to class for everyone to 

receive one. I will provide more information about this option in class.  


