
Intermediate College Writing—ENGL 2010 (3 Credits)                                        Mrs. Alexis Ence—Fall 2014 

1 
 

English 2010 Syllabus and Course Requirements: 
 

Instructor:  Mrs. Alexis Ence   
 
Office:  Holland Centennial Commons (HCC) Building, Adjunct office          
 
Office Phone: (435) 879-4416 **The best way to reach me is via email**   
   For emergencies, you may contact Janeene Cowley (435) 652-7815 

    
Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:15-5:15 p.m.  

   I am also available before/after class or by appointment.   
 
E-mail:  aence@dixie.edu 
    à If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the 
         subject line: Your name - English 2010.  
 
Class Location: Tuesday  5:15-7:45 p.m. McDonald Building, Room 207 
    
     
Course Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently 

enrolled). 
 
What will you need for this course?  
 

• The Longman Writer (Eighth Edition) Authors: Nadell, Langan, and Comodromos  
       ISBN: 9780205798391 
• A Dixie College e-mail account 
• An official Dixie College computer username and password (with many “prints” in your 

account) 
• 1 flash memory stick (put your name and e-mail on it) 
• A business-size letter envelope and a stamp 
• Printed copies of course readings on Canvas 

 
Recommended:  
 

• A college level dictionary and thesaurus (consider the paperback combo in bookstore) 
 
Course Description: 
 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write 
academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of 
essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students 
improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the 
use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting 
source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or 
higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  
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Program Learning Outcomes: 
 
Introduces the following program learning outcomes: PLO1=Critical Strategies; PLO2=Cultural and 
Ideological Awareness; PLO3=Collaborative Learning; PLO4=Research and Information Literacy; and 
PLO5= Professional Development-Full Program Outcomes can be found at : 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/.php  
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
 
READING AND THINKING OUTCOMES  
 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 

1. Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. (PLO1, 5)  
2. Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. (PLO1, 5)  
3. Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. (PLO 1, 2, 5) 
4. Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  
5. Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases. (PLO 1, 2, 4, 5)  

 
WRITING OUTCOMES  
 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
 

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5) 
2. Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. (PLO1, 3, 4, 5) 
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control 

the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. (PLO1, 4, 5) 
4. Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of 

support material. 
5. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. (PLO1, 4, 5) 
6. Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. (PLO1, 4, 5) 
7. Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state 

the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
8. Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to 

an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
9. Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. (PLO 1, 4) 
10. Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
11. Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. (PLO 1, 3, 4) 
12. Use concise, precise, and concrete language in all areas of essay writing. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
13. Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. (PLO 1, 5)   
14. Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. (PLO 1, 

2, 5) 
15. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. (PLO 1, 3, 4, 5) 
16. Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  

 
RESEARCH OUTCOMES  
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By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
 

1. Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
2. Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 

electronic databases available for research. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
3. Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
4. Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic 

form, and research paper format. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
5. Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with the writer’s own ideas. (PLO 1, 4, 5) 
6. Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

 
Methods of Assessment:  
 
Formative Assessment Methods  
 
Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the research 
process, reading process, and writing process.  
Research Write-Up: Students will put, in writing, their thoughts about the merit and applicability of 
their resources sources. (Most often, this will be done in the form of annotated bibliographies.)  
 
Summative Assessment Methods  
 
Essays: Students in this course will: 
o Write 2-3 papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro- con, or 
cause and effect. (Narrative and descriptive papers will not be assigned in ENGL 2010.) o Write at least 
one 10-12 page research paper that incorporated a sufficient number of credible sources. 
o Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words.  
Value-Added Assessment Method  
 
Pre/Post Test: 
 
Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning has 
increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.  
 
Department/Emphasis Mission Statements as well as Course Objectives for this course can be found at: 
http://new.dixie.edu/english/english_course.php 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements:  
 
Students in this course will:    

v Write 3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, 
pro-con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 
2010.)  

v Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 
sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific 
encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   

v Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 
page research paper).   

v Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such 
as non-graded first drafts).   

v Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words) 
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Important Dates: 
 

Mon, Aug 25 Classes begin 
Thurs, Aug 28 Last day for waitlist 
Fri, Aug 29 Last day to add classes online 
Mon, Sep 1 Labor Day (no classes) 
Wed, Sep 4 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 
Wed, Sep 4 Residency Application deadline 
Tue, Sep 9 $50 Late registration/payment fee 
Mon, Sep 15 Last day for refund 
Mon, Sep 15 Pell Grant Census 
Mon, Sep 15 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 
Wed, Sep 17 Classes dropped for nonpayment 
Fri, Sep 19 Last day to add/audit classes 
Wed, Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associates Degree Graduation Application deadline 
Fri, Sep 28 Block classes begin* 
Wed, Oct 15 Midterm grades due 
Thurs & Fri, Oct 16-17 Semester break 
Mon, Oct 20 Last day to drop individual classes 
Mon, Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online 
Mon, Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application deadline 
Tue, Nov 11 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm) 
Fri, Nov 14 Last day for complete withdrawal 
Oct 17-20 Spring Registration Opens 
Wed-Fri, Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving break (no classes) 
Fri, Dec 12 Last day of classes 
Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19 Final exams 

 *See the Academic Calendar on the DSU website for more information on block deadline 
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Fall	  2014	  Course	  Schedule	  

26-‐Aug	   Introduction	  to	  course	  /	  Syllabus	  /	  Assignment	  Description	  Comparison-‐Contrast	  Essay	  /	  	  
	  	   Watch	  Universal	  Pictures'	  Evan	  Almighty	  or	  Paramount's	  Noah	  (be	  sure	  to	  see	  Canvas	  
	  	   and	  your	  textbook	  for	  readings)	  

2-‐Sep	   Prep	  Check	  1	  Due	  (p.	  301-‐305	  and	  p.	  320-‐322	  and	  Canvas	  reading)	  /	  Dept	  Pre-‐Test	  /	  Sign	  up	  for	  	  
	  	   Mini-‐Teach	  Presentation	  /	  Brainstorming	  &	  Class	  Discussion	  /	  Writing	  the	  Comparison-‐Contrast	  	  
	  	   Essay	  /	  Review	  Outline	  Description	  

9-‐Sep	   Peer	  Conferences	  /	  Quotations,	  Citations,	  and	  Works	  Cited	  /	  Quoting,	  Paraphrasing,	  and	  	  	  
	  	   Summarizing:	  Plagiarism	  Discussion	  (p.	  500-‐505,	  523-‐524)	  /	  Exercise	  (p.	  292-‐294)	  	  
16-‐Sep	   Comparison-‐Contrast	  Essay	  Due	  /	  Assignment	  Description:	  Visual	  Analysis	  Essay	  /	  	  

	  	   Rhetoric	  Discussion:	  Ethos,	  Logos,	  and	  Pathos	  (p.	  400-‐401),	  Practice	  Visuals	  
23-‐Sep	   Prep	  Check	  2	  Due	  /	  Brainstorming	  Groups	  /	  Citations	  &	  Works	  Cited	  

	  	   Writing	  the	  Visual	  Analysis	  Essay	  /	  Review	  Outline	  Description	  
30-‐Sep	   Peer	  Conferences	  	  
7-‐Oct	   Visual	  Analysis	  Essay	  Due	  /	  Assignment	  Description:	  Synthesis	  Research	  Essay	  /	  	  	  

	  	   Discuss,	  Research,	  and	  Approve	  topics	  (meet	  in	  library	  classroom	  HCC	  234)	  
14-‐Oct	   Library	  Research:	  Annotated	  Bibliography	  	  (meet	  in	  library	  classroom	  HCC	  234)	  
21-‐Oct	   Annotated	  Bibliography	  Due	  /	  Pre-‐writing	  &	  Brainstorming	  /	  Argumentation	  Discussion:	  	  

	  	   Logical	  Fallacies	  (Exercises	  p.	  431,432)	  
28-‐Oct	   Patterns	  of	  Development	  Readings	  &	  Discussion	  (p.	  28,	  p.	  238-‐241,	  and	  p.	  258-‐260)	  /	  	  

	  	  
Synthesizing	  Sources	  Discussion	  /	  More	  on	  Quoting	  and	  Citing	  (Sample	  Research	  Essay	  p.	  560-‐
569)	  

4-‐Nov	   Optional	  Revision	  Due	  /	  Patterns	  of	  Development	  Readings	  (p.	  342-‐344	  and	  p.	  275-‐277)	  /	  	  	  
	  	   Review	  Outline	  Description	  
11-‐Nov	   Synthesis	  Research	  Essay	  Outline	  Due	  /	  Peer	  Conferences	  	  /	  Presentation	  Sign-‐up	  
18-‐Nov	   Teacher	  Conferences	  (e-‐mail	  drafts	  by	  12:00	  p.m.	  on	  Monday)	  	  
25-‐Nov	   Synthesis	  Research	  Essay	  Due	  /	  Begin	  Research	  Essay	  Presentations	  
2-‐Dec	   Conclude	  Research	  Essay	  Presentations	  /	  Assignment	  Description:	  Call-‐to-‐Action	  Letter	  
9-‐Dec	   Call-‐to-‐Action	  Letter	  Due	  by	  end	  of	  class	  
16-‐Dec	   Final	  Exam:	  Department	  Post-‐Test	  
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Firstname Lastname 
 
Instructor’s Name 
 
English 2010 
 
10 January 2013 (Date of Printout) 
 

Title (not bolded) 
 

 The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between 

paragraphs.  Please use Times New Roman or Courier, 12 pt. font. Also, Microsoft Word 

users, remember that you will have to change margins to 1 inch.   Please number your pages in 

the upper, right-hand corner (every page after the first).   

Essays:  
 
 
With the exception of prewriting, free writing, and notes, please computer print all drafts of 
essays.  When handing in a draft, please staple in the upper, left-hand corner.   
 
You will submit all final drafts via Canvas. Final drafts must be submitted in a Microsoft Word 
document (other programs will not allow for feedback throughout the document). If you do not 
have Microsoft Word, the computers in the library and other centers are available. Format your 
essays in the following manner: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Essay Page Requirement:  
 
Because the department has specified the number of pages you are required to write this 
semester, the page requirement on essays is important. I have adopted the ½ page rule:  
 
1) Your essay may be a ½ page shorter than the page requirement.  -OR- 
2) Your essay may be a ½ page longer than the page requirement. 
 
If your essay is shorter, the essay will be docked for length. If it is longer, it will be docked for 
conciseness. The main purpose of this rule is to give students some “wiggle room.” I do not 
want fluff to add length, but I also do not want a 10-pager when I asked for a 5-pager. 
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Prep Checks & Outlines: 
  
These assignments are due at the beginning of class and cannot be made up otherwise. Be sure 
to check your syllabus regularly for readings.  Prep Checks are meant to prepare students for 
in-class discussions on the readings. Outlines are a tool to track your progress with an essay 
and to focus you on paragraphing techniques. Remember: all outlines, as well as peer/teacher 
conference drafts, must be typed.  
 
Peer Conferences:   
 
In a workshop class, your classmates need you here and you need to be here.  There is no easy 
way to duplicate class instructions, discussions, or conferences.  Missing class can result in 
problems that show up in your writing. I will ask you to leave class if you come to peer 
conference days unprepared.  Being prepared means 2 things:  
 

1) Come to peer response days on time with your typed draft. 
2) Come with a genuine effort (not a perfect effort).   

 
 
Teacher Conferences:  
 
Although these are not required as part of your essay grade, you should look at these as an 
opportunity (rather than a burden). This is an opportunity for me to meet with you on your 
essay and help you with ideas for how to improve it before you submit your final draft. 
Students will e-mail me their drafts prior to our meeting so I can review them. Then, I will 
meet with students individually to discuss my thoughts as well as any questions students may 
have.  
 
 
Directions for Synthesis Research Essay Presentation: 
 
I will provide a schedule at the start of the research essay for you to sign up to present your 
paper to the class.  You will not simply read your essay to the class—that is not a presentation!  
Try to have fun and be creative! This is your opportunity for you to share your six weeks of 
research.   
 

1) Present your essay findings/arguments to the class in a five-minute presentation. 
(Please dress nicely for your presentation.)  

2) Include a Power Point with your presentation. If necessary, you may also consider 
including other visuals (i.e. You-tube clips).  

3) Allow 1-2 minutes of questions from your classmates after your presentation concludes. 
4) As part of your grade, you must attend other students’ presentations and participate by 

asking questions and arriving on time. 
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"Mini-Teaching" Directions:    
 
 

1) Try to clearly explain the concept by way of new examples. Please have examples 
prepared in advance, in a Power Point, and in large font (so people in back row can see). 

2) Do not repeat lists and examples that are already in book.  Create new ones.  
3) Give advice on how your classmates can better recognize and correct the problem in 

their writing.   
4) Throughout your mini-lesson, ask the class questions to get them talking!  Your 

presentation should last about 10 minutes.  (Don't just tell them how to fix examples; 
challenge them with some problem-examples and ask them to correct them.) 

5) You must include a class activity (by way of games, puzzles, group quizzes, etc.). 
6) Arrive at class a few minutes early to set up. Presentations are given at the beginning of 

class. All group members must actively participate in the presentation. 
7) If you are absent for a presentation, or you do not feel you received an adequate 

understanding from the particular presentation, you should feel free to review the pages 
listed in your book. You are responsible for all material from these presentations. 

 
 
Date	   Topic	   Textbook	  Pages	  
9-‐Sep	   Shortening	  or	  Clarifying	  Quotations	  (Ellipsis	  and	  Brackets)	  	   p.	  519-‐520,	  634-‐635,	  638	  
9-‐Sep	   Capitalizing	  and	  Punctuating	  Short	  Quotations	   p.	  520-‐522	  
16-‐Sep	   Fragments	   p.	  602-‐607	  
16-‐Sep	   Comma	  Splices	  &	  Run-‐Ons	   p.	  607-‐609	  
23-‐Sep	   Commas:	  1-‐5	   p.	  626-‐628	  
23-‐Sep	   Commas:	  6-‐10	   p.	  628-‐629	  
30-‐Sep	   Semicolons	  and	  Colons	   p.	  630-‐631	  
30-‐Sep	   Hyphens	  and	  Dashes	  	   p.	  639-‐640	  
28-‐Oct	   Capitalization	  and	  Italics	   p.	  641-‐643	  
28-‐Oct	   Apostrophe	  and	  Parentheses	  	   p.	  635-‐638	  
4-‐Nov	   Numbers	  and	  Abbreviations	  	   p.	  643-‐645	  
4-‐Nov	   Faulty	  Parallelism	   p.	  610-‐611	  
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Attendance and timeliness:   
 
Because attendance is crucial to learning the tools and knowledge that you will need to grow as 
a writer, attendance in all class sessions is mandatory.  In this class you will be working in 
groups, and the daily in-class work and discussions will be essential to the essays that you will 
write for this course. Also, the writing assignments and sample essays will be given and 
discussed in class and missing such days hinders you before you even begin your task.  I realize 
that “life happens,” and you may occasionally miss 1 or 2 classes.  However, please know that 
you are still responsible for knowing the material that is covered in all class sessions (even if 
you miss due to a good reason.)  If you must be absent—due to a severe illness, work conflict, 
death in the family, etc.—please try to let me know before class if possible.   
 
 
Can you turn assignments in late? 
 
All essays and drafts are due when noted in the syllabus. In other words, I do not accept 
late work. If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, have a friend or classmate 
turn it in for you. If you have sudden problems with your computer, you may e-mail me 
your essay—before class—the day it is due; however, you must make every effort to 
submit your essays via Canvas. 
 
Please note that all assignments are due at the beginning of class (unless otherwise 
noted in the course schedule). We will discuss answers to Prep Checks in class, and I will 
not accept a Prep Check after class because we review the answers during class. Your 
groups will present Mini-teach Presentations at the beginning of class, and I will not 
allow your group, or the class, to wait for your arrival. Simply put—be on time when an 
assignment is due.  
 
(If a legitimate emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know 
about it as soon as is humanly possible—that means before the essay is due. My contact 
information is available on the first page of the syllabus.  Communication is crucial; if 
you fail to communicate with me, I cannot help you.)  I reserve the right to make 
exceptions to this policy on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 
Grades:  
 
If at any point in the semester, you are concerned about how you are doing, please feel free to 
come and talk with me. You may also check Canvas periodically for grade updates.  
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Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble! 
   
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in 
the permanent marking of your college file.  If you are ever unsure about any possible offense 
regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my attention while you are drafting 
your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  
Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing. What is 
plagiarism?  It is either:  
 
1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in 
which you use that person’s ideas).   

à It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your 
    own words] (172).   

 
 OR, plagiarism is also:  
 
2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   
 à Use this method for direct quotations: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” 
                (167). 
 
What about Extra Credit? 
 
Most good writers understand that writing is more of a process than a destination. In an effort 
to offer students extra credit, and in an effort to help students improve their writing, I offer an 
optional revision of one of the first two essays (the Comparison-Contrast or the Visual 
Analysis). Students must meet these 3 requirements in order to submit their revision:  
 

1. In order to revise an essay, the student must have submitted a final draft, participated in 
peer conferences and satisfied the page requirements for the essay. In addition, the 
student’s essay must not contain intentional plagiarism. 

 
2. Visit the Writing Center with your graded final draft. (It is also helpful to bring your 

essay’s assignment description to familiarize the tutors with your assignment.) You 
must have them stamp your draft and include it in your revision packet for your essay.  
 

3. The revised essay must be submitted with all previous drafts, so that I can verify your 
attendance of the conferences and class participation. Your revisions should do more 
than correct the remarks I’ve made in your essay. See the grading rubric and consider 
the requirements for the score you’d like to earn. Submit your revision packet in this 
order:  

 
Top à  Revised Final Draft 
Final Draft (stamped by the Writing Center) 
Peer Conference Draft  
Bottom àPrep Check(s) 
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Essay: ______________________________               Student’s Name ________________________________  
 
Special Assignment Requirement(s):  

 
 
_______ Competent, Credible, Complete 

If you meet these first three standards, you are writing competently and you will earn a grade of “C.” (70-79) 
 

1. Unity & Focus 
o Maintains an organized, unified, and controlled purpose, a thesis or claim, throughout the paper. 
o Organizes writing according to the organizational requirements of the Diagnostic Essay Assignment Description. 
o Achieves the purpose of the writing assignment. Includes outline and peer/teacher conference drafts. 
2. Evidence/Development 
o Develops appropriate, logical, and relevant supporting detail and/or evidence. 
o Includes more specific, concrete evidence (or details) that demonstrates critical thinking (not just an opinion or general 

commentary). 
3. Convention & Mechanics 
o Utilizes proper MLA format. 
o Demonstrates thoroughness and competence in documenting sources. 
o Follows normal conventions of spelling, grammar, and punctuation throughout and has been carefully proofread (there 

may be minor errors). 
o Meets the specified requirements for length and/or format. 

 
_______ Skillful/Persuasive 

If you meet all of the competency standards above and, in addition, achieve coherence and exhibit audience 
awareness, you are writing skillfully and you will earn a grade of a “B.” (80-89) 
 

4. Coherence 
o Uses words and sentences, rhythm and phrasing, variations and transitions, concreteness and specificity to reveal and 

emphasize the relationship between evidence and thesis. 
o Explains how, why, or in what way the evidence/detail provided supports the claim/point/thesis/topic ideas. 
o Incorporates evidence from outside sources smoothly, appropriately, and responsibly (if required).  
5. Audience Awareness 
o Demonstrates a sense that the write knows what s/he’s doing to direct the reader in following the logic of the ideas 

expressed. 
o Reflects a respect for values that influence ethos (e.g., common ground, trustworthiness, careful research).  

 
_______ Distinctive 

If you meet all of the competency standards, achieve coherence and exhibit audience awareness, and, in addition, 
demonstrate a mastery of one or more features of superior writing, you are writing distinctively and you will earn a grade 
of “A.” (90-100).  
 

6. Distinction 
o Your writing stands out because of one or more of the following characteristics: complexity, originality, seamless 

coherence, extraordinary control, sophistication in thought, recognizable voice, compelling purpose, imagination, 
insight, thoroughness, and/or depth. 
 

Essay Grade _______+/- Points for special assignment requirements _______=          Final Grade 
 
 
_______ Ineffective 
 If your paper does not meet competency standards, either because you have minor problems in 

all three competence areas (1-3 above) or major problems in one or two competence areas, you 
will earn a grade of “D” (60-69) or “F” (<60), and you should schedule a conference with me. 
 

     0    Plagiarism  
A plagiarized paper, of course, will receive a zero. Further sanctions may be taken by the instructor and 
the college, according to college policy. 

 

Teacher Comments: _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Adapted from:  
“CSU First-year Composition Grading Rubric.” Columbus State University. Columbus State University, 13 Nov. 2007. Web. 15 Aug. 2012. <http://writingcenter.columbusstae.edu> 
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Below is a chart of possible correction symbols and meanings you may find in your essay: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Symbol/Abbreviation Correction
PCT Please	  correct	  this	  error	  throughout	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  paper.
? I	  don't	  follow.
! Really?	  You	  ought	  to	  know	  better.
:) Attempt	  at	  humor	  successful
/	  or	  -‐-‐-‐ delete
⃝	  or	  X obvious/	  general	  error	  (error	  will	  be	  circled	  or	  crossed	  out)
vt verb	  tense	  (either	  a	  shift	  in	  tense	  or	  an	  incorrect	  tense)
sp spelling
// faulty	  parallelism
# add	  space

close	  space
ʌ insert

~ transpose	  elements
¶ begin	  new	  paragraph
→ indent
s/v subject-‐verb	  agreement
frag fragment
fs fused	  sentence
cs comma	  splice
integ quote	  is	  not	  integrated	  well
mod modifier	  error
pro problem	  with	  pronoun
rep repetitive	  (unneccesary	  repetition-‐-‐develop	  new	  ideas)
wdy wordy
wc ineffective	  word	  choice
awk sentence/phrase	  is	  awkward
≡ capitalize

⁼ lower	  case
abb abbreviate
ts add/revise	  topic	  sentence
trans add/revise	  transition	  sentence

insert	  quotation	  marks
ital italicize
MLA error	  in	  MLA	  format	  
dev lacks	  development
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Classroom Expectations / Behavioral Policy:  
 
It is my responsibility to manage the classroom environment to ensure a positive learning 
climate for all students.  Students should arrive on time, stay until class is dismissed, follow 
instructions, and speak and act respectfully to their fellow students and me.  This includes not 
talking when the teacher or a fellow student is talking.  This also includes the use of cell 
phones; students should not use their cell phones during class (only in cases of emergency—
and please step out of class to use your cell phone). If your behavior is disruptive, I will first let 
you know verbally that you are behaving inappropriately.  If it continues, I will send you 
written notice that your behavior must change.  As a last resort, I will drop you from the 
class.  For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 
 
Academic Integrity:    
 
In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are promoted and supported 
at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted standards of academic honesty, 
including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, falsification, 
misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The University shall 
consistently hold students accountable for instances of academic dishonesty and apply 
appropriate consequences.  For more information, see the Student Academic Misconduct 
section of DSU policy at http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html 
 
Academic Honesty:  
 
I do not tolerate cheating. If I discover that cheating has occurred, I will give you a zero grade 
for that assignment or exam, and you will not be allowed to make it up.   Repeated or 
aggravated offenses will result in failing the course. Any time you take credit for work you did 
not do, you are cheating.  Dishonesty includes getting the answers to a prep check from 
someone else, copying information from a library or Internet source and presenting it as if it 
were your own words (plagiarism), looking at someone else's answers on a Prep Check, or 
asking someone who has already completed an exam about what questions it contains.  
 
Dmail:   
 
Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account. This 
information includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 
classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success 
in this class and at DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you 
don't know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for 
complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, 
so please check it often. 
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Campus Resources:   
 
Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links for each one to 
get more information. 

 
If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center 
located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit 
them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the fourth 
floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit them online 
at http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

 
If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith Computer 
Center or the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, or third floors. 
 
If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can 
get information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 
The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State University 
Library on the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, or go to the 
library website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 
Disability Accommodations:  
 
Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable 
academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class should 
contact the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 
determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 
accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 
appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes 
the provision of services.  
 
If You Stop Attending Class:    
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 
deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the below web link: 
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar 
 
University Approved Absences:  
 
Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being 
absent from class because of a university-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, 
field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and follow the instructions 
carefully!  The policy can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
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Syllabus Agreement: 

 
 
I have read this document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand 
and accept the requirements and policies set forth, especially the definition of 
plagiarism on page 10. 
 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Date:   __________    Signature: ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t 
mind, please tell me your:     
 
 
Local phone: _____________________      
 
E-mail address: ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
A note on the teacher sharing/quoting your writing:  
 
Occasionally I will use student papers as teaching models (without names).  If for any reason 
you do not want me to anonymously quote or distribute your writing for educational purposes, 
please write me a quick note in the space below. If you decide to send me such a note, I will 
honor and respect that decision; your grade will not be affected.     
 
 
 
 


