
  
Introduction to College Writing—English 1010 (3 credits)           Mrs. Alexis Ence – Summer 2010 
  

Syllabus and Course Requirements: 
Instructor:   Mrs. Alexis Ence   
 
Office:   McDonald 115 (The office under the stairs.)             
 
Office Phone:   (435) 879-4246 (the best way to reach me is via email)   

  For Emergencies you can reach me from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on my cell: 
  (435)229-3483.  

 
Office Hours:     Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday before class from 2:30-3:00 p.m. 

  I am also available by appointment.   
 
E-mail:  aence@dixie.edu 
     If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  
   Your name - English 1010.  
 
Class Location: TWR McDonald Ctr. Room 111 
 
Course Prerequisite:   Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 0990 or 0991   
 
Corequisites:  If you have not already taken – and passed – Library 1010, you need to sign up for it  

  and take it along with this English course.   
 
Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below testing ctr.) (435) 652-7743  
 
Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services    
 
 
What will you need for this course?   

- The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing Axelrod and Cooper (Eighth Edition)   
- A Dixie College e-mail account   
- An official Dixie College computer username and password (with many “prints” in your 

account) 
 -    A college level dictionary and thesaurus (consider the paperback combo in bookstore)  
 -    1 flash memory stick 
- 5 document clips (i.e. “wing” clips)     

 
Course Description: 
 This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several times 
throughout this term, you will be an active participant.  We will focus just as much on the process of writing as    
on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 1010 is to help you gain a solid foundation in 
writing, by helping you improve your ability to meet written communication demands in college, on the job, and as 
a citizen. This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you within 
college, and beyond.   

The course will also provide you with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 
types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned readings, and 
papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and word 
economy.   
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Writing Requirements:  
Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number 

of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
 Write no more than one narrative essay.   
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts).   
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 

Week Assignment Description 
Week 1  
(June 1, 2, 3) Tues: Introduction to the Course, Diagnostic Essay 
 (Diagnostic Essay due by the end of class.) 

 
Wed: Department Pre-Test, Analytical Narrative Assignment 
Description 

 Read p. 18-21 in Chapter 2 for class Wednesday 
 In-class pre-writing exercises 
 Thurs: Peer Conferences Analytical Narrative, Ingredient A: Bring 1 copy. 
 Read p. 22-28 in Chapter 2 for class Thursday 
Week 2  
(June 8, 9, 10) Tues: Read p. 28-33 for class Tuesday 
 Peer Conferences Analytical Narrative, Ingredient B: Bring 1 copy.  
 Wed:  Read p. 33-38 for class Wednesday 

 
 Peer Conferences Analytical Narrative, Ing. C: Bring 1 copy of whole 
draft 

 Thurs: Final Draft packet of Analytical Narrative is due  
 at the beginning of class. Graded In-class writing: Learning Reflection 1  
 (hold onto for final)  Begin discussion on Literary Language 
Week 3  
(June 15, 16, 17) Tues: Discussion on Literary Language 
 Assignment Description Literary Analysis Essay 
 Wed: Read Chopin's "The Story of an Hour"(516-518)   
 and "A Matter of Prejudice" (handout) for class Wednesday.   
 Thurs: Read Chopin's "Desiree's Baby" and "A Pair of Silk Stockings" 
 (handouts) for class Thursday. Peer discussions. 
Week 4  
(June 22, 23, 24) Tues: Peer Conferences with first draft of Literary Analysis. 
  Sign-up for teacher conference. 
 Wed: Teacher Conferences 
 Thurs: Literary Analysis Essay due at the beginning of class Thursday. 
 Graded in-class writing Learning Reflection 2 (hold onto for final). 
 Assignment Description Research Essay, Discussion on Topics 
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Week 5 

(June 29, 30, July 1)  
Tues: Topic due at the beginning of class Tuesday. Research steps 
discussion. Read p. 283-286 and p. 288-291 for class Tuesday 

 
Wed: Research Argumentation Discussion, Read p. 280-281 for class 
Wednesday 

 Thurs: In-class Research 
  
Week 6 Tues: Research Essay Discussion, Read p. 276-279 for class Tuesday 
(July 6, 7, 8) Wed: Research Essay Discussion 
 Thurs: Peer Conferences with first 1/2 of Research Essay 
 
Week 7  
(July 13, 14, 15) Tues: Peer Conferences with completed first draft of Research Essay. 
 Sign-up for Teacher Conference. 
 Wed: Teacher conferences. 
 Thurs: Research Essay Due.  Graded in-class writing  
 Learning Reflection 3 (hold onto for final).  Discuss Portfolio. 
Week 8  
(July 20, 21, 22) Tues: In-class work on portfolio 
 Wed: Student-led review for final exam, Department Post-Test 
 Thursday: Final Exam, Portfolio due at the beginning  
 of final exam. 

 
 
Other important dates for your planning calendar:     

Last Day to Drop or Audit any class: July 2 
Final Exams: July 23             

 
 
 
Essay Packets: 
 
 Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts!  All final and revised drafts must be 
submitted with each previous draft that I’ve commented on.  When you submit an essay, I would like you to 
clip together the following:    
 
 
    TOP  Learning Reflection  
    Best (final) draft  
    All draft(s) with my comments 
    One draft with peer comments from each workshop 
    Any freewriting you've done 
               BOTTOM Any prewriting you've done (and/or topic sheet) 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Page 4 of 9 

 
With the exception of prewriting, freewriting, notes, and homework assignments, please computer print 
all drafts of essays.  When handing in a draft, please format your essays in the following manner:   
 

What about revising essays?  
 You may be able to revise one of the early essays once more after its original, formal evaluation.  In order 
to take advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you will need to fulfill the following requirements:   

1)   You must have written (and submitted) all drafts of that essay.  If you missed a draft  
        of that essay, you may not take advantage of the extra revision opportunity. Why not? 
         The extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it is intended 
         to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) done the assignments. 
2) You will need to have attended all peer conferences/ teacher conferences for that paper.   
3) You will need to make an appointment with me so that we can sit down together, closely look at your 

essay, and discuss how to improve it.  If you don’t do this, I won’t accept your revision.   
 
 
Can you turn assignments in late? 
 All essays and drafts are due when noted in the syllabus. If you are absent on the day a paper is due, 
have a friend or classmate turn it in for you.  Since you will have much time to complete every paper, 
illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on time. I do not accept late work.  (If a legitimate 
emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know about it as soon as is humanly 
possible—before the essay is due.  Communication is crucial; if you fail to communicate with me, I cannot 
help you.)  
 
 
Attendance and timeliness:   
 Because attendance is crucial to learning the tools and knowledge that you will need to grow as a writer, 
and because we have such a short semester, attendance in all class sessions is mandatory.  In this class you will be 
working in groups, and the daily in-class work and discussions will be essential to the essays that you will write for 
this course.  You will also have pop-quizzes and graded, in-class writing (as noted in the syllabus), which cannot 
be made up.  Also, the writing assignments and sample essays will be given and discussed in class and missing 
such days hinders you before you even begin your task.   

Firstname Lastname 
 
English 1010, Mrs. Alexis Ence 
 
Assignment Description 
 
Date of Printout (not begin date) 
 

Title  
 

 The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between paragraphs.  

Please avoid flowery fonts, as well as large or small font sizes.  I prefer Times New Roman, Courier, or Arial 12 pt. 

fonts.  Also, Microsoft Word users, remember that you will have to change margins to 1 inch.   Please number 

your pages in the upper, right-hand corner (every page after the first).   
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 I realize that “life happens,” and you may occasionally miss 1 or 2 classes.  However, please know that you 
are still responsible for knowing the material that is covered in all class sessions (even if you miss due to a good 
reason.)  If you must be absent—due to a severe illness, work conflict, death in the family, etc.—please try to let 
me know before class if possible.   
 
 
Peer-Workshop Days:   
 I will ask you to leave class (and you will be considered absent) if you come to peer workshop days 
unprepared.  Being prepared means 3 things:  

1) Come to peer response days on time. 
2) Come with a genuine effort (not a perfect effort).   
        Hurried, half-baked drafts will not be helpful to you or your peers.   
3) Bring specified number of copies (for you and your peer-group members).   

  
 Again, in this class, your active participation is essential!  In a workshop class, your classmates need you 
here and you need to be here.  There is no easy way to duplicate class instructions, discussions and workshops.  
Missing class can result in problems that show up in your writing.  And believe it or not, we will occasionally have 
FUN in here and I’d hate for you to miss out!   
 
Grades:  
 If at any point in the semester, you are concerned about how you are doing, please feel free to come and 
talk with me. As you receive graded assignments, be sure to fill out you self-appraisal sheet located at the 
back of your syllabus.   
 
 
Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent 
marking of your college file.   
 
What is plagiarism?  It is either:  
 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 
that person’s ideas).   

               It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words](172).   
  
OR, plagiarism is also:  
 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   
  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  
 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my 
attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your 
final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing. One small, 
unintentional case of plagiarism is allowed before the final research paper. If proved unintentional, the student 
must rewrite the plagiarized paper, and re-submit it to me for half of your penalty points returned.   
 
 
 Use of Your D-Mail E-mail Account:   
 Occasionally, your instructors will e-mail you (and/or your entire class) about important assignment and/or 
class information, and they will use your official DSC e-mail account to do so.  So, be sure to check it often.   
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If You Stop Attending Class:    
 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. 
This deadline date can be found at the below web link.  
 Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)? Or, 
perhaps you think you might have a disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more 
information on any of these issues, please go to the following DSC web site: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus      OR 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/    

 
 
 
Group "Mini-Teaching" Schedule 

 
Directions:     
1)    Try to clearly explain the concept by way of new examples.  As you do so, please do not repeat 
       lists and examples that are already in book.  Create new ones. Also, don’t just give good examples; 
       give a few problem-examples, and ask the class to correct those.   
2)    Please have examples prepared in advance, on disk/drive, and in large font (so people in back row 
       can see). 
3)    Give advice on how your classmates can better recognize and correct the problem in their writing.   
4)    Throughout your mini-lesson, ask the class questions to get them talking!   
       (Don't just tell them how to fix examples; challenge them!)   
5)    You must include a class activity (by way of games, puzzles, group quizzes, etc.). 
6)    Try to have fun and be creative! 
 
 
Schedule 

Date:   Concept: 

Thurs 6/3     Paragraphing Part I (p. 612-616) 

Tues 6/8      Paragraphing Part II Connectives & Cohesive Devices (p. 616-622)  

Wed 6/9      Quotation Marks (Handbook P6: A-C, F) 

Thurs 6/10  Fused Sentences (Handbook S2) 

Tues 6/15    Sentence Fragments (Handbook S3) 

Wed 6/16    Commas Splices (Handbook S1) 

Thurs 6/17  The Apostrophe (Handbook P7) 

Tues 6/22    Missing Words (Handbook E1) 

**You are responsible for all of the information covered in these sections, even if you are absent (which is 
why I am providing you the page numbers).  I encourage reading the sections before/after the 
presentations for a better understanding of the concept.**   
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Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  
       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   
   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 
selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 
transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 
whole.   
   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 
   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 
   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 
   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  and 
problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   
  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   
  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and 
bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in 
writing a research paper.  
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Self Appraisal Sheet Name: _____________________ 
To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned by  
the number of possible points (up to that moment in the semester). 
(Example: 81 divided by 100 = .81 = 81% = B)   
Keep track of this by filling in your grades every few weeks.  
   
Assignment: Available Points: Points Earned: 
Diagnostic Essay                          10  
Department Pre-Test                          10  
Did you attend all peer conferences?   
Final Draft of Narrative Essay 80  
   
Did you attend all peer/teacher conferences?  
Final Draft of Literary Analysis 100   

    

Did you attend all peer/teacher conferences?   

Final Draft of Research Essay 110   

    

Mini-Teach Session 20   

    

Pop Quizzes (10 pts. Each) 30   

    

In-Class Learning Reflections:     

Learning Reflection 1: Analytical Narrative 8   

Learning Reflection 2: Literary Analysis 8   

Learning Reflection 3: Research Essay 8   

    

Department Post Test:  24   

    

Final Exam (Portfolio) 50   

    

Final Exam (In-class, comprehensive) 42   
    

**Save all of your rough and final drafts of assignments for the final portfolio.** 
    
Optional Revision of 1 paper (add points increased)    
Did you attend class each day (an on-time?)   
    
Your Semester Total  500   
    
Scale: 80-83 B-  84-86 B  87-89 B+    
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I have read this document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand it, especially the definition 
of plagiarism on page 5:  
 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ 

 
Signature: ________________________________________  Date:   ____________ 

 
 
 
Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t mind, please tell me your:     
 
 
Local phone: _____________________     E-mail address: _________________________ 

 
 


