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English 2010: Intermediate Composition 
Fall Semester 2010 

MWF @ 9:00 am, McDonald Building 110 

MWF @ 10:00 am, McDonald Building 110 

Instructor: Louise Engstrom 

Office: 115, MCD, Hours by appointment 

Phone:  705-3697 

engstrom@dixie.edu 
 

Text:   
 
•  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed. 
•    “Declaration of Independence” 
•  “The Gettysburg Address” 
•  Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 
•    Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 
 
Materials 
 
•    Separate binder for class notes, journal entries, rough and final drafts, and 

other assignments. 
•    An e-mail account. 
•   Some form of backup for all of your computer work.  Excuses for lost work 

are not used in this class! 
 
Class Policies: 
 

1. Attendance and punctuality are required. 
2. Cell phones will be turned off during class. 
3. Late homework is not accepted unless: 

*  there has been an unexpected accident or illness 
*  prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. 

4.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the assignment and/or of the class.  
In addition, there is a fair chance of being expelled from DSC. 

 
Departmental Course Description and Objectives: 
 

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and 
basic usage essay-writing skills studied in English 1010.  Students will 
increase their capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order 
their thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more 
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skillfully.  Students will receive training in the skills necessary for written 
communication demands in college, on the job, and as citizens.  To reach 
those objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, 
edit, and revise. 
 
The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported 
writing and library research in which students will demonstrate an 
understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to enable 
competent and successful research. 
 
This course will also build upon and improve upon the usage and 
mechanics principles which students have learned in English 1010. 

 
General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
 

Students in this course will: 
•   Write 2-3 short papers (2,000 words total) in genres such as analysis, 

classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and 
descriptive papers will not be assigned in English 2010.) 

• Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a 
sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC 
Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias 
and/or Utah’s catalog). 

• Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in 
preparation for the 10-12 page research paper). 

• Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor 
feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts). 

• Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4,500 
words). 

 
Specific Objectives of the Course: 

 
Writing Objectives: 
 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
 
♦ Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
♦   Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, 

including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, 
and proofreading. 

♦ Carefully choose and restrict the subject and create a precise 
thesis statement that will control the selection, arrangement, and 
presentation of material. 

♦ Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, 
arrangement, and presentation of support material. 
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♦ Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the 
use of repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, 
transitions, and parallel structure. 

♦ Know and use organizational and developmental strategies 
necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

♦ Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s 
attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, and set the tone. 

♦ Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of 
techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when 
necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. 

♦ Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and 
meaningful order. 

♦ Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic 
sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are joined by 
appropriate transitions. 

♦ Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing 
process. 

♦ Use concise and precise language. 
♦ Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
♦ Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and 

recognize the need for precise expression. 
♦ Prefer the concrete to the abstract and the specific to the general, 

and use active and precise verbs. 
♦ Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and 

details that are apt and necessary. 
♦ Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 
♦ Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and 

misleading ambiguities. 
♦ Recognize and avoid jargon. 
♦ Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
♦ Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
Reading and Thinking Objectives: 
 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
 
♦ Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
♦  Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
♦  Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward 

subject and audience. 
 



4 
 

♦ Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main 
idea. 

♦ Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.  
 

Research and Source-Supported Writing Objectives: 
 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
 
♦ Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 
♦ Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical 

indexes, and the variety of electronic databases available for 
research. 

♦ Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote 
source material. 

♦ Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical 
documentation, bibliographical form, and research paper format. 

♦ Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 
♦ Develop an annotated Bibliography as a writing step for a research 

paper. 
  
 

The Writing Center 
 
Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional 
assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center’s 
mission is to help writers improve their composition assignments through a 
process of invention, writing and revision.  The Writing Center is not a 
proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, 
instructions and tips to help you improve your assignments.  The Writing 
Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Learning resource Center. 
Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to 
sign-up for an appointment.  While the Writing Center does accept walk-in 
writers, appointments are strongly recommended, particularly during high-
traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to finals.  

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an 
Online Writing Lab (OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-
mail your paper as an attachment to this site; tutors review the paper and 
return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this service, allow a few days for your 
paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not 
wait until Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center.   
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Disability Statement 
 

If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like 
to request accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-
7516) in Room 201 of the Student Services Center.  The Disability Resource 
Center will determine your eligibility for services based upon complete 
professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource 
Center will further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests 
and will authorize reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your 
disability. 
 
 
Use of Your Rebelmail e-mail Account 
 
Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email 
account.  This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship 
notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and 
events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  
Also, sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important 
assignments and/or class information, and they will use students’ Rebelmail 
accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a Rebelmail 
account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu 
and select “Rebelmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible 
for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often. 
If You Stop Attending Class 
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that 
semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline can be found at the DSC homepage 
(www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on 
the given semester’s class schedule. 
 
Additional College Policies 
 
Classroom expectations:  
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 
 
Dmail:  www.dixie.edu, select “Dmail” 
 
Val Browning Library:  http://library.dixie.edu 
 
College approved absences:  
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
Academic honesty:  
http://library.dixie.edu/policies/studentcodesectionfour.pdf, page 8 
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Class Schedule 
 
Aug 23 
Class introduction 
 

Aug 25 
Pretest 
Rhetorical strategies 

Aug 27 
Pre-writing skills 
Introduction to Essay #1 

Aug 30 
Thesis; Introductory and 
concluding paragraphs 

Sep 1 
Declaration of Independence 
Gettysburg Address 

Sep 3 
I Have a Dream 

Sep 6 
LABOR DAY 

 

Sep 8 
Peer review 
Worksheet #1 

Sep 10 
Essay #1; Quiz #1; Journal 
#1; Introduction to Essay #2 

Sep 13 
Argumentation discussion 
 

Sep 15 
Workshop 
Outline discussion 

Sep 17 
Library class 

Sep 20 
Documentation 
Worksheet #2 

Sep 22 
Peer review 

Sep 24 
Essay #2; Quiz #2; Journal #2 

Sep 27 
Long research essay, Part 1 
 

Sep 29 
Long research essay, Part 2 

Oct 1 
Long research essay, Part 3 
 

Oct 4 
In-class workshop 
Interviews 

Oct 6 
Research question due 

Oct 8 
Research log #1 due 
 

Oct 11 
Mid-term review 

Oct 13 
Mid-term exam 

Oct 15 
SEMESTER BREAK 

 
Oct 18 
Grade evaluation discussion 

Oct 20 
Research log #2 due 

Oct 22 
Annotated bibs due 
 

Oct 25 
Rough works cited due 
 

Oct 27 
Outline discussion 

Oct 29 
Rough outline due 
 

Nov 1 
Essay introduction due 

Nov 3 
Workshop 
Class interviews 

Nov 5 
Peer review for first half of 
paper 

Nov 8 
In-class workshop 
Interviews 

Nov 10 
In-class workshop 
Interviews 

Nov 12 
Peer review of second half of 
paper 

Nov 15 
Peer review for entire portfolio 

Nov 17 
Final portfolio; Quiz #3; 
Journal #3 

Nov 19 
In-class evaluation essay 
 

Nov 22 
Literary patterns 
 

Nov 24 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Nov 26 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Nov 29 
Review literature 
 

Dec 1 
Short stories 
Poems 

Dec 3 
Short stories 
Poems 

Dec 6 
Short stories 
Poems 

Dec 8 
Literary project due 

Dec 10 
Review for final exam 
 

 
Final exam date and time to 
be announced 
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English 2010 Grade Sheet 
 
 

# Assignment Description Points 
Possible 

% Points 
Earned 

1 Pre-test      10      1.0  
2 Worksheet for Essay #1      20      2.0  
3 Peer Review        5      0.5  
4 Quiz #1      10      1.0  
5 Journal # 1        5      0.5  
6 Essay #1      50      5.0  
7 Essay #2 Worksheet      20      2.0  
8 Peer Review        5      0.5  
9 Quiz # 2      10      1.0  
10 Journal # 2        5      0.5  
11 Essay # 2      50      5.0  
12 Research Question        5      0.5  
13 Research Log #1      10      1.0  
14 Research Log #2      10      1.0  
15 Annotated Bibliographies (3)      10      1.0  
16 Midterm Exam    100    10.0  
17 Rough Works Cited Page       20      2.0  
18 Documentation Exercise      15      1.5  
19 Rough Outline      20      2.0  
20 Introduction of Essay      20      2.0  
21 Progress Essay #1      20      2.0  
22 First Half of Rough Draft      50      5.0  
23 Peer Review        5      0.5  
24 Quiz #3      10      1.0  
25 Journal # 3        5      0.5  
26 Second Half of Rough Draft      50      5.0  
27 Progress Essay #2  20    2.0  
28 Peer Review for Final Draft        5      0.5  
29 Essay Portfolio (outline, final draft, Works Cited 

page, Annotated Bibliographies used in essay, and 
all copied original sources used in the essay) 

   200    20.0  

30 Quiz #4      10      1.0  
31 Journal #4        5      0.5  
32 Literary Project      10      1.0  
33 Post Test      10      1.0  
34 Final Exam    200    20.0  
     
  1,000 100.0  

 


