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English 1410 Elements of Grammar (3 credit hours) 

 

Section:  01    Class location:  HCC 340 

CRN:  43016    Class Days and Times:  MWF 1:00 to 1:50 p.m. 

Instructor:  Susan Ertel 

Phone:  435-652-7661 

Email:  ertel@dixie.edu  

Office:  HCC 453 

Office Hours:  M-R 10:00 to 11:00 (other hours available by appointment) 

 

General Course Description: 

Required of English majors and recommended for other students interested in improving their 

knowledge of basic English grammar. This course engages students in the study of English 

grammar to facilitate writing, editing, and an understanding of the relationship between 

language, formal rules, and meaning. The course will focus on the study of sentence structure, 

the terminology and definitions of traditional grammar, and the conventions of usage and 

punctuation. Students will analyze written examples, diagram sentences, edit written work, and 

practice constructing original sentences according to the principles outlined.  3 lecture hours per 

week. Required for English majors. 

 

Texts and Supplies:  

Kolln, Martha & Loretta Gray. Rhetorical Grammar: Grammatical Choices, Rhetorical Effects 

6
th

 Edition. New York:  Pearson, 2007. (required) 

The Oxford Desk Dictionary and Thesaurus. (recommended) 

Notecards (possibly 200) 

Pens, colored pencils for editing activities, paper, flash drive, notebook (basic classroom 

materials) 

 

Course Goals: 

 To analyze grammar use in terms of audience and purpose 

 To learn grammar conventions and terminology 

 To identify grammatical structures 

 To use grammatical structures to fulfill different rhetorical purposes in short 

compositions 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 Students will be able to identify and construct the five basic sentence patterns. 

 Students will be able to alter the patterns through coordination and subordination. 

 Students will be able to identify the basic parts of speech. 

 Students will learn the vocabulary used to discuss grammar. 

 Students will understand the connection between grammatical choices and rhetorical 

effects. 

 Students will understand the five styles of punctuation for joining clauses in compound 

sentences. 

 Students will understand principles of increasing cohesion through repetition, know-new 

contract, metadiscourse, and parallelism. 
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 Students will learn the function of pronouns, be able to identify their antecedents, and 

learn to make pronouns and antecedents agree in number. 

 Students will learn the difference between active and passive voice and to identify each 

type of sentence’s rhetorical purpose. 

 Students will be introduced to common word-order variations. 

 Students will be able to identify and use verb forms in sentences, and be consistent and 

accurate in verb forms choices in larger written works. 

 Students will learn common conventions for punctuation as well as its purpose, its 

hierarchy, and its rhetorical effects.  

 

Course Requirements: 

1.  Weekly (sometimes bi-weekly) exercises:  Students will submit the required 

exercises via Canvas before the deadline on the designated due dates. The exercises are 

found in the textbook and are numbered accordingly. Students should follow the 

instructions provided unless the instructor indicates otherwise.  (5 points each) 

2.  Writing Assignments:  Students will submit writing assignments via Canvas before 

the deadline on the designated due dates. Students will be provided with a detailed 

description of each writing assignment and its parameters. (10 points each) 

3.  Longer Writing Assignments:  Students will submit three longer writing 

assignments. These assignments are found on pages 77, 136, and 210 of the text. Students 

will submit these assignments via Canvas before the deadline on the designated due 

dates.  (25 points each) 

4.  Pre-test/Post-test:  Students will take an assessment test that is not factored into the 

grade. This test is used as a benchmark to show growth and understanding throughout the 

course. (15 points each) 

5.  Midterm/Final Exams:  Students will take a midterm and a final exam. The midterm 

will be taken in class on October 15
th

. The final exam will be comprehensive and will 

occur during finals week during the designated time for the class. (200 points each) 

6.  Group Discussions:  Students will be asked to participate in group discussions during 

class time. (5 points each) 

 

Class Policies: 

 Attendance and Tardiness:   

 Every absence will directly affect a student’s grade. Each day in class, students will 

complete work, deal with assignments, and discuss relevant material. If students are not 

in class, they will miss material and instructions that are vitally important to the course. It 

is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor ahead of time of an absence, 

especially for a University-related activity. Work is due on due dates regardless of 

absences. (refer to http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html) 

  

 Students who are tardy are expected to enter class quietly and get settled into the flow of 

the class. If a student is habitually tardy, he or she will lose participation points.  

 

 Late work:   

 Late work is usually not accepted regardless of the excuse since the assignments and due 

dates are posted from the beginning of the semester. The instructor may comment on late 
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assignments and return them, but late assignments will not receive a grade. Additionally, 

no credit will be given for incomplete work.  

 

 Submitting Assignments:   

 Students should complete all typed work in MLA format using Microsoft Word. These 

assignments will be submitted as attachments through Canvas. The assignments will need 

to have a .doc or .docx extension in the file name.  

 

 If students do not have access to Microsoft Word, the documents will need to be created 

as .rtf. Students can use the “save as” function to create rich text files.  

 

 Wordpad is not a word processing program and should not be used for any assignments 

in this course.  

 

 The instructor must be able to access the files for any submitted assignments. 

Assignments that are not submitted in the proper format will not receive credit. Students 

should follow submission protocols exactly. The instructor does not accept late work.  

 

 Assignments will be submitted on Canvas on the designated due dates. Students should 

use conventional MLA format for all assignments. Do not submit work via email.  

 

 Cheating: 

 Even the appearance of cheating should be avoided. The following situations are 

considered cheating. 

 Plagiarism (claiming someone else’s work, no matter how it was obtained, as your 

own) 

 Copying someone else’s paper, homework, or tests 

 Allowing anyone to copy papers, homework, or tests. (Be cautious about saving 

your papers on public computers; use a portable memory device like a flash drive 

to save your work.) 

 Sharing information about the contents or answers to homework or tests from 

other students 

 Accepting information about the contents or answers to homework or tests from 

other students 

 Looking at a cell phone, iPad, or other electronic device during class for any 

reason 

Cheating will result in a failing grade for the assignment and possibly for the entire term. 

It will also result in a referral to the Dean of Students or the Vice President of Student 

Affairs and possible expulsion from Dixie State University.  

 

DSU Dmail: 

Students who enroll at DSU are assigned an email account through the University’s 

Dmail system.  This is the official email the University uses to contact students. It is the 

student’s responsibility to access this account on a regular basis.  
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Help for Students: 

The following resources are available for students. 

 Computer labs are available on campus in the library in the Holland Centennial 

Commons and in the Smith Computer Center. Information about the hours for the 

library and Smith Computer Center can be found on the DSU website 

(http://www.dixie.edu) 

 The Writing Center and Tutoring Center are located in the Holland Centennial 

Commons on the fourth floor. Refer to 

http://dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php and 

http://DSU/dixie.edu/tutoring/ for more information regarding these services. 

 Calling, e-mailing, or visiting with instructors before assignments are due is the 

best way to have questions answered correctly.  

 If a student has a medical, psychological, or learning disability and chooses to 

request reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, the student 

must provide an official request of the accommodation to his or her professors 

from the DSU Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks at the 

beginning of classes. The DSU Disability Resource Center, located next to the 

DSU Testing Center, will determine a student’s eligibility and establish the 

appropriate accommodations related to the disability. The DSU Disability 

Resource Center does make confidential, appropriate accommodations, but only 

for those students officially registered with the DRC. Call (435_652-7516 for an 

appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.   

 

Disruptive Behavior: 

Behavior that interferes with the learning of other students will not be tolerated. The DSU 

Policies and Procedures Manual, Section 3-34, states – Teachers at Dixie State University 

have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. 

Toward this end, teachers (or campus security) may dismiss and remove disruptive 

students from disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student’s behavior 

continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of 

disruptive students from his or her course.”  

 

Students who are asked to leave class should do so quietly and without confrontation. 

They will be expected to schedule a meeting with the instructor before being allowed to 

attend class again. If students start a disturbance, the instructor will call Campus Security 

to have the students removed from campus. Students are not allowed to interfere with the 

learning of others.  

 

Students should remember to turn off their phones before entering the classroom. If 

students must leave their phones on for any valid reason, they should set the phone to 

vibrate or disable the ringer. If students’ cell phones disturb the class, the students will be 

asked to leave class and consult with the instructor about being readmitted to class. If a 

student is caught looking at a cell phone or other electronic device or texting during class, 

the instructor will assume the student is cheating, and the student will forfeit any points 

for that day and will be asked to leave class.  

http://www.dixie.edu/
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Assignments: 

 Pre/Post-test:  15 points each (total points awarded for completion) 

 Exercises:  45 assignments @5 points each (225 total) 

 Group Discussions:  34@5 points each (170 total) 

 Writing Assignments: 10@10 points each (100 total) 

 Longer Writing Assignments:  3@25 points each (75 points) 

 Midterm:  200 points 

 Final:  200 points (100 points essay, 100 points objective test) 

1000 total points possible 

 

Grading Scale:  

1000-950 = A   699-680 = D+ 

  949-900 = A-   679-650 = D 

  899-880 = B+  649-600 = D- 

  879-850 = B   599 and below = F 

  849-800 = B- 

  799-780 = C+ 

  779-750 = C 

  749-700 = C- 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


