
  1 

 

English 1010— 
Introduction to Writing (Section 10) 

 Fall 2010 
 

Instructor: Stephanie Foote 
E-mail: stephanie.foote@dixie.edu 
Office: McDonald 115 
Office Hours: Monday, 1:30-2:30 p.m. and Tuesday, 11:30-12:30 p.m. 
Course Meeting Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00-2:15 p.m. 
Place: Udvar-Hazy 220 
 
 
Prerequisites:  LIB 1010 is a pre or co-requisite of this class.  You must have an English 
placement score of 19 (ACT writing score or equivalent) or a grade of C or better in ENGL 990 
and 991.  You must also have a reading placement score of 17 (ACT reading score or equivalent) 
or a grade of C or better in ENGL 1470.  
 
Texts & Materials:  The following materials are required for this course: 
 

• How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings by John J. Ruszkiewicz 
and Jay Dolmage. 

• Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton (Dover Thrift Edition) 
• Three-ring binder with dividers  
• Flash Drive 

 
Course Description/Writing Requirements/Objectives:  
 
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing in order to meet communication 
demands in college, on the job, and as citizens.  The course will also help students develop the 
capacity to think and to read critically. 
 
A complete description of this course, its general minimum writing requirements, and course 
objectives can be viewed at https://dixie.edu/english/english_courses.php. 
 
Writing Center: 
 
The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 
Building.  Call 652-7743 for hours and information.  For more information, go to 
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php. 
 
I strongly recommend that you take advantage of this free service. 
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Online Writing Lab: 
 
You can consult with the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues 
related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant websites.  For more information, go to 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/. 
 
Other Student Support Services: 
 
Library: http://library.dixie.edu 
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing 
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: 
 
Students with medical, psychological, learning, or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 
adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact 
the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination.  
Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodation.  
The Disability Resource Center is located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office.  Visit 
or call 652-7516 to schedule an appointment to discuss the process.  The Disability Resource 
Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services. 
 
Your D-mail e-mail account: 
 
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  This 
information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 
classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 
this class and at DSC.  Also, I will sometimes e-mail the class about an important assignment 
and/or class information, and I will use your D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are 
automatically assigned a D-mail e-mail account.  If you don’t know your username and 
password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held 
responsible for information sent to your D-mail account, so please check it often. 
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
Attendance is an essential part of this class.  Just as you can’t skip work and expect to get paid, 
you can’t skip class and expect to do well.  You may miss 4 classes without penalty, but for 
every absence after that your attendance grade will be reduced by 10 points.  If you miss more 
than 7 classes, you will automatically fail this course.  I will only grant excused absences in 
cases of extreme emergency.  If you are late, you will be marked tardy.  Two tardies are 
equivalent to one absence.  If you are more than ten minutes late, you will be marked absent.  If 
you miss class for any reason, you are responsible for the material and content of the class and 
any assignments given in your absence.  If you are officially excused in order to represent Dixie 
College, you must provide me with documentation of this excused absence prior to your absence. 
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Attendance means, “to attend.”  In other words, students should pay attention and participate in 
class activities.  Those who arrive unprepared, who sleep, who listen to iPods, who do anything 
other than listen and participate, may be counted as absent. 
   
Students who attend every single class with no excuses will have an additional 10 points added 
to their final grade at the end of the semester. 
 
Mandatory Classes: 
 
There are two days that you will be required to attend class.  The first day will be Thursday, 
September 9th on which we will spending the entire class in the library.  Becoming familiar with 
the library and its resources will be an integral part of this class.  Make arrangements to be there 
that day; students who do not attend class on this day will lose 15 points off their participation 
and attendance grade. 
 
You will also be required to have a personal project conference with me at the end of November.  
You will sign up for a time that works best for you, and you will be required to be there.  If you 
do not show up for your project conference, 20 points will be deducted from your final grade.   
 
If you stop attending class: 
 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester’s drop 
deadline.  The last day to drop a class this semester is Monday, October 18th.  If you stop 
attending class and fail to drop the class before the drop deadline, you will receive an F on your 
transcript.   
 
Classroom Rules and Expectations: 
 
The college classroom is an academic learning environment, and this means certain rules of 
behavior and common courtesy should be observed at all times.  Please review the rules about 
disruptive behavior in the DSC policies and procedures manual.  If you break a rule once, I will 
give you a warning; if it happens a second time, I will ask you to leave class for the day; a third 
violation will result in you being dropped from the class for disruptive behavior. 
  
 RULES: 

1. This classroom is a NO PHONE ZONE!  I don’t want to hear or even see your cell 
phone.  If your phone rings or I catch you sending or receiving text messages, I will 
follow the above policy.  You need to either leave your phone at home or make sure 
that it is turned completely off.  Setting your phone to vibrate is not acceptable.  Cell 
phones are distracting to you, your fellow students, and me.  If you feel that this is a 
rule you cannot follow, I recommend that you drop this class. 

2. Food and drinks are not allowed in class.  However, you may have a water bottle. 
3. When someone is speaking, whether it be the instructor or another student, no one 

else should be talking. 
4. Treat everyone courteously and professionally at all times. 
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Academic Honesty: 
 
All standards of academic honesty covered in the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code” in 
the Dixie State Student Catalogue will be enforced.  Plagiarism is a serious violation of the 
Academic Honesty Code and will be punished accordingly.  The Dixie State College 
Research Paper Guide defines plagiarism as “an act of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass 
off as one’s own work the words (or ideas) of someone else” (6).  We will review and discuss 
proper MLA citation throughout the semester, and you will be responsible for using this 
documentation style properly.  I will check all of your written work very carefully for plagiarism, 
and if I find it, the punishment will be severe: first offense—F on the paper with no chance to 
revise or make it up; second offense—F for the course and possible college disciplinary action. 
 
Late Work: 
 
It is extremely important that you turn in your assignments on time.  For every day that an 
assignment is late, you will lose one whole letter grade on that assignment.  For example, if you 
would have received a B, your grade will go down to a C if it is one day late.  If it is two days 
late, your grade will go down to a D.  If it is three days late, you will receive an F.  In-class 
assignments such as quizzes, writing exercises, and exams cannot be made up. 
 
It is your responsibility to save all of your work on your flash drive.  You should back-up 
everything, and back it up often!  I will not accept excuses about printers running out of ink and 
computers crashing; it is for these very reasons that you are required to save your work on a flash 
drive. 
 
Assignments: 
 
Portfolio:  You will be required to keep a portfolio throughout the course of the semester.  You 
must save all of your work throughout the semester to include in your portfolio.  This 
includes notes, quizzes, essays, exercises, etc.  Your portfolio will be graded at the end of the 
semester. 
 
Quizzes:  There are six scheduled quizzes on your syllabus, and there will be at least four 
unscheduled quizzes throughout the semester.  These quizzes will be on the principles of 
grammar and documentation as well as the assigned readings.  Your lowest quiz score will be 
dropped at the end of the semester.  Please note that quizzes cannot be made up, so whenever 
possible, plan absences accordingly.   
 
Writing/Grammar Exercises and Responses:  Writing and grammar exercises will be completed 
either at home or in class.  These exercises will help you to brainstorm and come up with a wide 
variety of ideas before each of your writing projects.  You will also be asked to write responses 
about the readings as well as experiences that you have in the class throughout the semester. 
 
Class Presentation:  You will be required to give a 15-20 minute group presentation in which you 
will be graded on your creativity as well as your knowledge of the presented material. 
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Essays:  You will be required to write four essays throughout the course of the semester.  You 
will write a narrative, a compare/contrast, a literary analysis, and an argument essay.  You will 
receive peer feedback on each of these essays.  You will turn in a rough draft of each essay to 
me, and I will give suggestions for improvement and revision; you will then revise your essay 
and turn it in again for a final grading.  In addition to turning in a hard copy of your essay, you 
will also be required to e-mail me an electronic copy of your final essay.  You must submit both 
the hard and electronic copies to get full credit for the assignment.  You will also be required to 
complete a self-evaluation after each essay, which will be turned in and graded with your final 
essay. 
 
Participation:  Participation is an essential element of this class.  10% of your grade will be based 
on your positive participation in class discussion, the effort you put into your work (in-class and 
out of class), and attendance. 
 
Midterm and Final Exams:  Each exam will consist of definitions, short answers, and an essay.  
You will also be tested on your ability to properly use the standard conventions of grammar and 
documentation. 
 
Instructor Assistance: 
 
Please feel free to come by during my office hours (posted above) or to schedule an appointment 
with me at another time to discuss your writing; in fact, I strongly encourage you to do so.  You 
may also e-mail me regarding questions or problems, although I will not edit entire assignments 
through e-mail (specific questions are encouraged).  I check my e-mail daily during the week and 
usually on the weekends unless I am out of town.  However, please don’t wait until right before 
an assignment is due to e-mail me, as I may not answer in time.  I am here to help you succeed in 
this class, so please don’t be shy about approaching me.   
 
Grading Scale: 
 
A: 95-100 
A-:  90-94 
B+:  87-89 
B:  84-86 
B-:  80-83 
C+:  78-79 
C:  74-77 
C-:  70-73 
D+:  67-69 
D:  64-66 
D-:  60-63 
F:  0-59 
 
Note:  You must pass this class with a C or higher in order to move on to English 2010. 
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Grades for this course will be determined in the following manner: 
 
Narrative Essay:   5% 
Compare/Contrast Essay:  5% 
Literary Analysis:   10% 
Argument Essay:   10% 
Midterm Exam:   10%   
Résumé:    5% 
Exercises/Prep Sheets/Responses 10% 
Quizzes:    5% 
Class Presentation:   5% 
Participation & Attendance:  10% 
Portfolio:    10% 
Final Exam:    15% 
 
 

 
 


