
English 1010:  Introduction to Writing 

Course Syllabus 
 
 
Term: Spring 2015     Instructor: Aurora Galeana, M.A. 
Section: 13         Classroom:  Udvar-Hazy 230 
Days:  T/Th        Times:  10:30-11:45am 
Email: agaleana@dixie.edu                                      Office Phone: (435) 879-4354 
Office Hours: T/Th 12:00-2:00pm   Office:  HCC 463 
 
 
Required Texts and Materials: 
How to Write Anything With Readings by John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay Dolmage 
Loose-leaf paper for in class assignments 
Blue or black ink for all written work 
A manila folder for Revision Portfolio 
        
Course Catalog Description: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. 
Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. 
Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, 
portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write 
college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take 
ENGL 2010. Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement 
score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C 
or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher)  
 
Departmental/Emphasis Mission Statements and Course Objectives: 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation 
for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in 
social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in 
analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused 
critical essays.  
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission 
of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants 
to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to 
increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 
focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 



4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main 
idea. 

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 
WRITING OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 
planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   
   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that 
will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, 
topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 
the paper as a whole.   
   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic 
sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 
   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, 
suggest a plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 
   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  
   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 
modifiers,  and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   
  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard 
written English.   
  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as 
the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s 
catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical 
documentation, and bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 
strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.   

 
 
 
 



  
Course Requirements: 
Formal Essays: The essay written in class must be legibly written in blue or black ink.  
You will have one graded, in-class essay.  There will also be two writing assignments 
which must be typed, double-spaced, 12 font and should include all rough drafts, 
prewriting or revisions.   These two essays must be approximately 3 pages in length. 
 
Research Project:  You will be responsible for a longer 5-7 page paper that will require 
extensive outside research. You must incorporate at least 4 reliable sources from places 
like the DSU library database. You will be provided with detailed information early on 
and will gradually work on the research project in and outside of class.  As part of this 
project, you will be required to give a short oral presentation. 
  
 Pre/Post Test: You will be expected to take a pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which 
your learning has increased during the semester. These will be multiple-choice (scantron) 
tests.  
 
  Grammar exercises, group work, and homework: Grammar exercises, group work, 
and homework will be periodically assigned in order to help you improve your writing 
skills.   
 
     Final in-class exam:  Part of your final exam will include an oral report detailing the 
highlights of your research. You will also have a post-test multiple choice exam on the 
content covered throughout the whole semester.  
 
      Revision portfolio:  You will turn in a revision portfolio. You must revise your 
formal essay drafts extensively and turn a polished final draft in along with any previous 
drafts written.  Therefore, it is imperative that you save all of your drafts after I return 
them to you.  The portfolio will provide you with an opportunity to show me that you are 
able to revise by learning from your mistakes and correcting them. Further, to be eligible 
to pass the class you must have turned in drafts of the essays during the course of the 
semester.  In other words, you may not turn in entirely new work at the end of the 
semester.  
      
Regular attendance and participation:  It is crucial that you attend each class session 
prepared and ready to participate in class discussions.  Excessive absences and tardies 
may cause you to be dropped from or to fail the class.  Two tardies count as one absence 
and you will be counted as tardy if you are not in your seat and prepared to begin at the 
scheduled class time or if you leave class early.  You may not miss more than 2 classes 
without it affecting your grade.  If you miss more than 6 classes, you will 
automatically fail the class.  If you must miss class, it is your responsibility to get the 
assignment for the day. Please call me, stop by my office or email me so you do not fall 
behind.   
  
Late Work:  Late work will not be accepted unless previous arrangements have been 
made.  You must contact me prior to the due date and get approval to turn something in 



late.  Pay close attention to due dates!  Being absent does not mean that you can turn in 
an assignment during the next class meeting.  If you are allowed to turn in late work, you 
will be penalized.  Your assignment will automatically lose 10% per day late.  In-class 
writing cannot be made up.  No work or revisions will be accepted after the final exam. 
  
Class Decorum:  I expect to conduct the class in a receptive atmosphere of mutual 
respect, conducive to learning and participation.  All comments made in class pertaining 
to the discussion will be valid and no one must be made to feel inferior.  All opinions and 
questions will be taken into consideration, as long as they are thoughtful and do not 
constitute a personal insult.  Food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom.  I ask 
that you please turn off all cell phones during class time.  Absolutely no texting or 
unauthorized computer use during class!  We are all adults, and as adults, I expect that 
you will conduct yourselves accordingly.  Misconduct of any kind will result in my 
asking you to leave the classroom.   
  
CHEATING & PLAGIARISM POLICY: Cheating and Plagiarism will not be 
tolerated.  Plagiarism is literary thievery.  It is taking the words or ideas of another and 
misrepresenting them as your own.  Academic integrity is expected.  Any form of 
cheating or plagiarism will cause you to fail the assignment and possibly the class.   
 
Academic integrity:   In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct 
are promoted and supported at the University, students must adhere to generally 
accepted standards of academic honesty, including but not limited to, refraining from 
cheating, plagiarizing, falsification, misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or 
collaborating. The University shall consistently hold students accountable for instances 
of academic dishonesty and apply appropriate consequences.  For more information, 
see the Student Academic Misconduct section of DSU policy 
at http://dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html#appeals 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you 
have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be 
evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. 
Phone # 435-652-7516. 
 
Campus resources: Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  
Check out the links for each one to get more information. 
  

If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring 
Center located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 
431. You can visit them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

  
If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the 
fourth floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit 
them online athttp://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

  



If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith 
Computer Center or the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, 
mezzanine, or third floors. 

  
If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  
You can get information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

  
The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State 
University Library on the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, 
or go to the library website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 
 
Instructor Availability: 
I am always happy to answer any questions.  Please see me during my office hours, call 
or email me if you have any questions.  Email is preferred. Do not suffer in silence or 
wait until you are overwhelmed to ask for help.  If you do email me please allow at least 
1 day for me to respond.  You may ask me specific questions about assignment, but 
please do not send complete essays for me to revise via email. 
 
Mandatory Conferences. Two student/teacher conferences are mandatory.  To get full 
credit for attendance, students must arrive at the conference time they sign up for and 
must have turned in the required materials for instructor review beforehand.  I conduct 
these meetings on an individual basis.  Students will be counted absent twice for missed 
conferences.   
 
Do not wait for conferences if you need help; please feel free to meet with me at any time.  
I am happy to help—just come see me. 
 
 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL: It is YOUR responsibility to WITHDRAW from the 
course should you no longer wish to attend.  If you stop attending the class and do not 
officially withdraw, an “F” may be submitted as your grade. Last day to drop the class 
for the Spring semester is April 10th.   
 
Grading Policy:  You may earn a total of 1300 points in this course. You must work 
diligently all semester and complete any assigned work in order to help you achieve the 
writing skills and tools necessary for a successful grade in the course. Everything you do 
in this course will give you the opportunity to earn points. 
These are the maximum points you can earn for each assignment: 
Pre-Test Participation    10 points 
Diagnostic Essay Participation 10 points 
Peer Editing Participation  60 points (20 pts each) 
Essay Drafts    100 points (50 pts each) 
Revised Drafts    200 points (100 pts each) 
Portfolio Drafts   400 points (200 pts each) 
Portfolio Letter Draft   25 points   
Portfolio Letter   50 points  
Grammar Quiz    20 points 



Topic Proposal   25 points 
Movie Worksheet   25 points 
Causal Analysis (In-class essay) 50 points 
4 Summaries     40 points (10 pts each)  
Research Paper Draft    60 points 
Final Research Paper   150 points 
Oral Report      50 points 
Post-Test      25 points  
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS           1300 points 
 
1170-1300 A      1169-1040 B     1039-910 C     909-780 D          779-Below F 
 
Portfolios and essays will be graded according to the following criteria:  
“A” Paper/Portfolio  
Perhaps the principle characteristic of the “A” paper is its rich content. Some people 
describe that content as “meaty,” others as “dense,” still others as “packed.” The 
information delivered is such that one feels significantly taught by the author, sentence 
after sentence, paragraph after paragraph. The “A” paper is also marked by stylistic 
finesse: the title and opening paragraph are engaging; the transitions are artful; the 
phrasing is tight, fresh, and highly specific. The “A” paper, because of its careful 
organization and development, imparts a feeling of wholeness and unusual clarity. 
Sources will be well documented. Student presents the paper professionally and in proper 
MLA format.  
 
“B” Paper/Portfolio  
This paper is significantly more than competent. Besides being almost free of mechanical 
errors, the “B” paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity 
and interest-value. Its specific points are logically ordered, well developed, and unified 
around a clear organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper. The opening 
paragraph draws the reader in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and thematically 
related to the opening. The transitions between the paragraphs are for the most part 
smooth; the sentence structures are pleasingly varied. The diction of the “B” paper is 
typically much more concise and precise than that found in the “C” paper. Occasionally, 
this diction even shows finesse and memorability. Work is presented professionally, and 
MLA format is followed.  
 
“C” Paper/Portfolio  
This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, 
and is reasonably well-organized and developed. The actual information it delivers, 
however, seems thin and commonplace. One reason for that impression is that the ideas 
are typically cast in the form of vague generalizations that prompt the confused reader to 
ask marginally: “In every case?” “Exactly how large?” “Why?” “But how many?” 
Stylistically, the “C” paper has other shortcomings as well: the opening paragraph does 
little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph offers only a perfunctory wrap-up; the 
transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, besides being a bit 
choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence monotonous) subject-verb-object patterns; and 
the diction is marred by repetitions, redundancy, and imprecision. Sources are 



documented in MLA format but are presented in a stylistically uncertain manner. The 
“C” paper, then, while it gets the job done, lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.  
 
 
“D-F” Papers/Portfolios  
Papers that do not reflect competence in composition. Papers lack recognizable structure 
or organization. Arguments may not be supported with credible evidence. The papers do 
not respond to the assignment or have mechanical and grammatical errors that hinder 
reader understanding. Writing seems perfunctory–not well thought out. Sentences do not 
progress in a logical order or do not follow accepted sentence structures. Student relies 
heavily upon clichès, slang, double-talk, or jargon. Student did not follow conventions of 
punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Paragraphs are not well developed. Ideas are not 
well supported. Student has not documented sources properly.  
 
INSTRUCTOR DISCLAIMER:  The instructor reserves the right to rearrange any or all 
parts of the scheduled activities and/or work identified in this syllabus.  These rights extend 
to assignments, evaluation, and all other aspects of the course.  All changes made to the 
syllabus or course after the semester has begun will be communicated to the student and 
these changes will supersede any previous information given. 
 

 Tentative Class Schedule 
 

 
Class Date 

 
Class Activities 

 
Homework To Do: 

 
Tuesday, January 13 
 

Course Description, 
Introductions, Pre-test 
 

Bring Pen/Paper for 
Diagnostic Essay 

 
Thursday, January 15 
 

Diagnostic Essay 
 

Read Ch. 1—Narrative 
Read “Me Talk Pretty One 
Day” p. 635, “Chop Suey” 
p. 664 
 

 
Tuesday, January 20 
 

 Discuss Narrative 
Essay Structure 
 

Narrative Rough Draft Due 
Thursday 
 

 
Thursday, January 22 
 

Peer Editing of Narrative 
Discuss Ch. 38: Revising Your 
Own Work 
 

Revise Narrative 
Ch. 32 Introductions 
Ch. 33 Conclusions  
Ch. 34 Titles 

 
Tuesday, January 27 
 

Revision #1 of Narrative Due 
Discuss Introductions, 
Conclusions, Titles 
 

Read Ch. 26 Thesis 
Ch. 28 Organization 
Ch. 29 Outlines 



 
Thursday, January 29 

Discuss Thesis, Organization & 
Outlines 
Discuss Ch. 30 Paragraphs  
Ch. 31 Transitions 
 

Read Ch. 3—Argument 
Read “Hitting Bottom” p. 
743, “The Young, the 
Rich…” p. 748 “Don’t Send 
in the Clones” p.736 

 
Tuesday, February 3 
 

Discuss Argument 
Discuss Readings 
 

Argument Rough Draft 
Due Thursday  

 
Thursday, February 5 
 

Peer Review of Argument  
Research Project Handout 

Revise Argument  
*Be on time for your 
conference  
 

 
Tuesday, February 10 
 

 
Bring Argument Revision to  
Mandatory Conference 
 

 
*Be on time for your 
conference  
 

 
Thursday, February 12 
 
 
 

 
Bring Argument Revision to 
Mandatory Conference 
 

Read Ch. 58: CS, RO, 
Fragments   
 

 
Tuesday, February 17 

Review Ch. 58: CS, RO, 
Fragments  
Review Ch. 59: Subject Verb 
Agreement 
  

Read Ch. 60: Irregular 
Verbs 
Read Ch. 64: Modifiers 
Ch. 65: Parallelism 
 

 
Thursday, February 19 

Review Ch.60: Irregular Verbs  
Review Ch. 64 Modifiers & Ch. 
65 Parallelism  
 

Study for Grammar Quiz  
 

 
Tuesday, February 24 
 

Grammar Quiz 
Discuss Research & Sources 
Ch. 40-42 

Read Ch. 43 Evaluating 
Sources Ch. 44, Ch. 45, Ch. 
46 

 
Thursday, February 26 
 

Discuss Sources, Topic 
Selection, Brainstorming 
Discuss Ch. 47 Integrating 
Sources 
Ch. 49 MLA Documentation 

Work on Topic Proposal 

 
Tuesday, March 3 
 

Topic Proposals Due 
Share 

 

Thursday, March 5 
 

Research Paper Thesis, Outline, 
Planning 

Read Ch. 5 Causal Analysis  
Read Essays p.141 
p. 165, p. 170 
 



 
Tuesday, March 10 & 
Thursday, March 12 

  
Spring Break—No Class 
 

 

 
Tuesday, March 17 
 

Discuss Causal Analysis 
Discuss Readings  
 

 

 
Thursday, March 19 

Movie: The High Cost of Low 
Price  
 

 

 
Tuesday, March 24 
 

 
Movie & Worksheet 

 

 
Thursday, March 26 
 

Causal Analysis In-Class 
 

 

 
Tuesday, March 31 
 

Discuss Summaries Research Topic 

 
 
Thursday, April 2 
 

 
Library Research Day—No class 

 
Complete 4 Research 
Summaries 

 
Tuesday, April 7 

4 Research Paper Summaries 
Due 
Rhetorical Mode, Passive/Active 
Voice 
Review 

Handouts 

 
Thursday, April 9 
 

Ch. 14: Business Letter 
Ch. 16: Personal Statement 
Portfolio Letter Draft Due for 
Peer Review 
 

 
*Research Paper Draft* 

 
Tuesday, April 14 
 

Research Paper--Peer Editing 
Workshop 
 

 

 
Thursday, April 16 
 

Mandatory Conferences 
 

Be on time for your 
conference  
 

 
Tuesday, April 21 
 
 

Mandatory Conferences 
 

Finish Research Paper 

 
Thursday, April 23 
 

Research Paper Due 
Discuss Oral Reports 
Post Test Review 

Portfolio Due next time 



 
Tuesday, April 28 
 

Revision Portfolios Due 
Post-Test 

Prepare Presentation for 
Final Exam 
 

Final Exam  Thursday_May 7th @ 9:30am to 11:30am 
Students may NOT take the final exam early.  
Other helpful information can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 



          



English 1010D:  Introduction to Writing 

Course Syllabus 
 
Term: Spring 2015     Instructor: Aurora Galeana, M.A. 
Section: 07D         Classroom:  Browning 115 Tuesdays 
                                                                                    & Udvar-Hazy Bus 149 Thursdays 
Days:  T/Th        Times:  2:00-4:05pm 
Email: agaleana@dixie.edu                                      Office Phone: (435) 879-4354 
Office Hours: T/Th 12:00-2:00pm   Office:  HCC 463 
 
 
Required Texts and Materials: 
How to Write Anything With Readings by John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay Dolmage 
Loose-leaf paper for in class assignments 
Blue or black ink for all written work 
A manila folder for revision portfolio 
        
Course Catalog Description: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed 
to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities 
to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style 
guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful 
completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010. Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can 
be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or 
higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or 
higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher)  
 
Departmental/Emphasis Mission Statements and Course Objectives: 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 
historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 
evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of 
both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to 
strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase 
students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, 
developed, articulate, and persuasive essays  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 



          
Thursday, March 19 

Movie: The High Cost of Low 
Price  
 

 

 
Tuesday, March 24 
 

 
Movie & Worksheet 

 

 
Thursday, March 26 
 

Causal Analysis In-Class 
 

 

 
Tuesday, March 31 
 

Discuss Summaries Research Topic 

 
 
Thursday, April 2 
 

 
Library Research Day—No 
class 

 
Complete 4 Research 
Summaries 

 
Tuesday, April 7 

4 Research Paper Summaries 
Due 
Rhetorical Mode, 
Passive/Active Voice 
Review 

Handouts 

 
Thursday, April 9 
 

Ch. 14: Business Letter 
Ch. 16: Personal Statement 
Portfolio Letter Draft Due for 
Peer Review 
 

 
*Research Paper Draft* 

 
Tuesday, April 14 
 

Research Paper--Peer 
Editing Workshop 
 

 

 
Thursday, April 16 
 

Mandatory Conferences 
 

Be on time for your 
conference  
 

 
Tuesday, April 21 
 
 

Mandatory Conferences 
 

Finish Research Paper 

 
Thursday, April 23 
 

Research Paper Due 
Discuss Oral Reports 
Post Test Review 

Portfolio Due next time 

 
Tuesday, April 28 
 

Revision Portfolios Due 
Post-Test 

Prepare Presentation for 
Final Exam 
 

Final Exam  Tuesday_May 5th@ 2:00pm to 4:00pm 
Students may NOT take the final exam early. 
Other helpful information can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 



 
 

 
 


