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English 4700.01 

Senior Capstone 

Spring 2014 
 

           
 
Dr. Sean M. George 

English 4700.01 

CRN # 25187 

TR 7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m., HCC 469 
Office: HCC 417 

Phone: 435-879-4402 
Email: george@dixie.edu 
Office Hours: MWF 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., TR 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. and by appointment 
 

Required Texts & Materials 
1. 1 spiral-bound notebook used for Writer’s Journal  

2. 1” 3-ring binder for final portfolio 

 

 

What is 4700 and why do I have to take it? 
 

English 4700 Senior Capstone is designed to be a culmination of your entire English academic life to this point. 

Hopefully, this course will teach you several different strategies good writers use, including but not limited to a 

focus on collaborative writing groups and scheduled, consistent writing time. Many class days will be devoted to 

collaborative and in-class work. This means that you must offer constructive, critical feedback to other writers as 

well as critically analyze your own writing. In so doing, you will become a better writer.  

 

This class serves another practical function. By the end of this course, you will have a research project that serves a 

variety of functions, including but not limited to the following: strong writing sample for graduate school 

applications; assessment and self-evaluation experience useful in job interviews; a start toward a graduate thesis or 

dissertation; in-depth research experience; self-awareness and confidence in one’s ability to facilitate the success of 

others; oral presentation skills; a consistent work ethic toward one, focused research goal. 

 

Try not to think of this class as the last, overwhelming obstacle between you and your degree. Rather, approach it 

for what it is: an experience that your professors would likely exchange with you if they could. This is perhaps the 

only experience of this kind that you will ever have—a class devoted entirely to your own research on a topic of 

your choice. It may be the most self-centered, egocentric and egocentric course on campus.  
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Course Catalog Description 
Required of all English majors. Must be taken in the student's senior year, preferably during the final semester. Asks 

students to synthesize and reflect on their learning and experience in the major, allowing them to integrate their 

study of literature, writing, and theory as well as examine the discipline of English itself. Also, asks students to look 

forward to careers and/or graduate school, and may include guest speakers, previous English majors, and others who 

discuss career and graduate school options. Includes a series of culminating assessment projects, including a senior 

thesis aimed at measuring student outcomes and at assisting the department to improve its program. Prerequisite: 

English major; AND Senior standing. 

 

Overall English Department Mission & Emphasis Statements 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning 

how to produce focused critical essays. 

 

Course Goals  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• Demonstrate mastery of the English curriculum  

• Recognize personal achievement as an English major  

• Determine a course of action after graduation  

 

Course Learning Outcomes  

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Compile an annotated bibliography of 10 or more academic sources  

• Produce an academic paper suitable for publication  

• Give one oral presentation suitable for a conference setting  

• Write an updated resume and curriculum vitae suitable for job searches  

• Write a reflective essay  

 

 

Methods of Assessment 
Formative Assessment Methods:  

1. Daily: Students will periodically report on their progress both orally and in writing. 

2. Weekly: Students will submit drafts of their work for peer workshops and instructor feedback. 

3. Essay: Each student will write at least one substantial critical paper that could be submitted for publication.   

 

Summative Assessment Methods  

1. Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will conduct an oral presentation of their work in a public 

setting.  

 

Value-Added Assessment Method  

1. Pre/Post Test: Students will write a short essay at the beginning of the semester, describing their past 

academic experience at Dixie.  

2. Students will write a reflective piece at the end of the semester, describing their overall impression of their 

academic career, especially in connection with the English Department. 

 
Official Course Objectives from the Catalog and English Dept.: 

http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%204900.pdf 
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Grades 
Your grade will be based on standard and typical percentages.  

Grading Scale: A=100%-90%; B=89%-80%; C=79%-70%; D=69%-60%; F=59%-0%  

 

1. Senior Capstone Essay (20%)    

The senior thesis is the product of scholarly or scientific research or artistic work of high academic quality. The 

character of the work leading to the senior thesis is expected to be more advanced than normal course work and 

should involve an unusually high level of initiative, independence, organization, and effort. The senior thesis 

may take any one of a wide variety of forms suitable to the discipline(s) concerned. In all cases, the thesis 

should demonstrate excellence, originality, and dedicated effort by the student. It should be at least 20 pages. 

 

2. Writer’s Workshop (15%) 

One of the most important elements of this class will be your active and meaningful participation in our 

Writer’s Workshop. This is a fundamental aspect of this class, one of the most important ways in which you 

will improve your writing. If you are nervous about sharing your writing, take some comfort in knowing that 

every student will be sharing his or her writing. Most students experience school as a series of tasks, 

assignments, and tests-things that are administered to them. Writer’s workshop, in contrast, turns the table and 

puts students in charge and makes them responsible for a large part of their learning. Writer’s Workshop is a 

rigorous learning environment that has its roots in the traditional system in which apprentices learned the skills 

of their trade by working at the sides of master craftsmen and women. The core of such a workshop is students 

putting words on paper. Writers of all abilities will pre-write, write, revise, and edit side by side and learn from 

one another. You can expect plenty of false starts, blank pages, and writer’s block, but you can also expect a 

tremendous amount of success, demonstrated through improved critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  

 

3. Portfolio (15%) 

Revised Drafts of all Materials.  No materials that I have not previously seen and commented on will be graded. 

In other words, you may not wait until the last minute to complete a draft.  

a. Letter of Reflection  

b. Resume or CV + Cover Letter 

c. Proposal 

d. Annotated Bibliography  

e. Capstone Paper: 20 pg double-spaced + References + Abstract + Printout of PowerPoint 

f. Writer’s Notebook 

 

4. Senior Capstone Presentation (10%) 
You will be graded on your professionalism of visuals and presentation style. Yes, spelling counts. Yes, 

arrangement of visually appealing slides and images counts. Yes, everything else counts. It should be 20-30 

minutes in length.  

 

5. Academic Autobiography (10%) 

In a short paper of ~2,000 words (~6 pages), tell me about your academic history in college (you can go back to 

high school if you feel it’s relevant).   
 What was the toughest course you ever had in school? What academic class level were you in 

when you took it (e.g. freshmen, senior, etc)?  
 In general, how would you describe your academic ability?  
 What were your grades like before and during college?  
 What factors contributed to your success or non-success in school? 
 Which courses did you like/dislike? Why did you like/dislike them? 
 List and describe any anxieties you have about college.  
 What do you want to do when you graduate? 
 What goals would you like to reach by the end of this semester? In order to achieve those goals, 

what do you need to do?  
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6. Senior Capstone Proposal (10%) 

A thesis proposal identifies a research problem, gives some preliminary view of existing research on the 

problem, identifies needed resources, and sets down the schedule for the research and writing process. Proposal 

writing is a way of defining problems in terms of necessary levels of involvement, scheduling, and resource 

allocation.  

    

7. Annotated Bibliography (10%)  

Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a 

bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each 

source more carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information. At the 

professional level, annotated bibliographies allow you to see what has been done in the literature and where 

your own research or scholarship can fit. To help you formulate a thesis: Every good research paper is an 

argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a thesis. So a very important part of research is 

developing a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and current. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you 

gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of 

sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able 

to develop your own point of view (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/). You must include  

12 – 15 sources.  

  

8. Participation (10%)  

Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will be determined by your 

performance on homework assignments, class discussions, and peer-writing feedback.  Active and meaningful 

participation means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your writing. This includes the workshop 

days. You are expected to contribute as enthusiastically, knowledgeably, diplomatically, and productively as 

possible to any and all class, pair, and group discussions. In order to do so, you must also be prepared for each 

and every class meeting. In short, all interactive activities assigned and carried out in class will be considered 

“participation.” Please do not be fooled into thinking that this is a “gimme” grade. It is possible for a student to 

be here every day and still do very poorly in this category. Keep up with your readings, your writing 

assignments, and everything else necessary to be a trusted and reliable member of this writing community.  As a 

general rule, these points CANNOT BE MADE UP, since you have to be physically present and involved in 

order to earn them. Discussions and impromptu in-class activities that stem from what is happening at that 

moment in class cannot, obviously, be replicated and hence cannot be made up. 

 

Ways to participate in this class: 

a. Class Discussion 

b. In-Class Writing 

c. “Think Pieces” 

d. Journal Writing 

e. Class Work 

f. Informal Writing Assignments 

g. Quizzes  

h. Homework Assignments 

i. In-Class Peer Review 

 

 

If you have any questions about your grade at any point in the term, you can schedule an appointment with me, 

bring in all your work, and we can talk about it. I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  

 

Required Essay Format: All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled. Font size should be 12 point 

Times New Roman font.  

 

 

Revisions: It is my firm belief that writing is rarely, if ever, “finished.” In this class, you will not simply submit 

an essay to be graded and promptly dismissed before moving onto the next assignment. Writing is always a 

recursive activity. To that end, we will complete multiple drafts of each essay before turning it into me. Essays 

can almost always be improved through revision.  
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
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CLASS POLICIES 
 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss the equivalent (even non-consecutive) of two weeks of classes, your grade 

will be lowered automatically one full letter grade.  If you miss the equivalent (even non-consecutive) of three 

weeks of classes, you will automatically fail the course.  Keep in mind that the allowed absences are intended to be 

used for unavoidable absences due to illness or emergencies.  If you miss class for any reason (even school 

functions), you are still responsible for the material and content of the class and for any assignment given for the 

next class. If you are officially excused in order to represent DSU, you need to provide me with some 

documentation. Three (3) late arrivals (tardies) or early departures will count as 1 absence. You do not need to notify 

me of absences unless you are requesting an extension. Please note that if you choose to stop attending class, you are 

responsible for dropping the course or withdrawing. Otherwise, you will still be on my official roster and will 

receive a failing grade. On open and collaborative work days, I expect that you will be here. They are NOT throw-

away days. If they were, I would not have included them. You will also be expected to attend EVERY presentation 

of your class members at the end of the semester. 

 

Late Assignments 
Late work will be given a 10% grade deduction, and no work will accepted more than one week after the original 

due date.  In-class workshops and participation are part of your semester grade, and those assignments can not be 

made up.  No work will be accepted after the final exam.  

 

Official Statements 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Statement 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive 

civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning 

difference and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official 

request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the 

beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive 

assistance in the documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You 

may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Our office is located right next to the Testing 

Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and Career Center building. 

Student Conduct & Disruptive Behavior: Behavior that interferes with the learning of other students will not be 

tolerated. The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures Manual, Section 3-34, states:  “Teachers at Dixie State 

College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, 

teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 

student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive 

students from his or her course.” Students who are asked to leave class should do so quietly and without 

confrontation. They will be expected to schedule a meeting with the instructor before being allowed to attend class 

again. If students start a disturbance, the instructor will call Campus Security to have the students removed from 

campus. Students are not allowed to interfere with the learning of others.  

Cell phones are a serious distraction to everyone in the class, including the instructor. It is inappropriate to make or 

receive phone calls, to text message, or to check messages once a student enters a classroom, especially during 

scheduled class time. Students should remember to turn off their phones before entering the classroom (especially if 

their class is in the Tutoring Center). If students must leave their cell phones on for any reason, they should set them 

to vibrate or disable the ringer. If a student’s cell phone disturbs the class, the students will be asked to leave class 

and consult with the instructor about being readmitted to class. If a student is caught looking at a cell phone or other 

electronic device or texting during class, the instructor will assume the student is cheating, and the student will 

forfeit any points for that day and may be asked to leave class.  
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Classroom rudeness will NOT be tolerated and may result in immediate expulsion from the class meeting and/or the 

course at the professor's discretion. Students must come to class on time, take notes (on paper), and remain in class 

until the end of the session. During class students should be polite to one another and the professor, being attentive 

to the matters being discussed through active participation and note taking. Rudeness includes (but is not limited to) 

COMPUTER USAGE, LAUGHING, NOTE PASSING, PASSIVELY SITTING, SLEEPING, TALKING, AND 

TEXTING. 

 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to 

plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or 

quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
b. Failing the student in the entire course, 
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, 

and/or expel the student. 
 

Student Support Services  
Library:  Online help for the Browning Library can be accessed at: http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php  

Testing Center:  The hours and location are posted online at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

Tutoring Center: Tutoring services are provided for all registered DSU students and is available for all 

subjects. http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

Computer Center: The Smith Computer Center is available for students who need technology services to 

complete homework assignments and research for any course on campus.  Check at the facility for time 

schedule. 

Academic Calendar: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar 

Important Semester Dates Spring 2014: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201420 

DSU E-mail Accounts: Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This 

information includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, 

reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at 

DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't know your user name 

and password, go to http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for 

information sent to your Dmail, so please check it often. 

Important Dates and Final Exam Schedule: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule 

Other helpful information can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

 

 

The DSU Writing Center   
Occasionally, you may feel the need for additional assistance with your compositions. I encourage you to make use 

of the services of the Writing Center and its trained writing consultants throughout the semester. One-to-one writing 

assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSU Writing Center (this service is for writing assignments in all 

courses, not just English!). According to the Writing Center’s own official website (http://dixiewritingcenter.com), 

“The Writing Center is staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your 

individual skills. Please keep in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading service. We focus on helping you 

become a better writer rather than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic 

suggestions for improvement and teach you to review your own papers. We will do our best to help you improve 

your writing skills, but responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free paper lies solely with you.”  

 
Concluding Note: 
Through the course of the semester, we will be using small and large groups for discussion of the materials 
that will require your complete and unrestrained participation.  This is an important part of understanding 
rhetoric, argument, and persuasion – learning to listen to your classmate’s opinions – so it is important that 
you learn to listen to ideas from others, even if they are different than your own.  I expect ALL students to 

http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201420
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=edb877c8a6c24c7c99777bb1578cc71a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdmail.dixie.edu%2f
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
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respect the ideas of their peers and refrain from derogatory or degrading comments that may be offensive to 
classmates or the instructor.  Always direct your comments and concerns to the issues at hand, never 
regressing into personal attacks.  Remember to separate the issue from the person.  Profanity and 
vulgar/crude language will not be tolerated before, during, or after class.  Consider the following DSU policy: 
“Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure 
an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from 
individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss 
and remove disruptive students from their courses.” I will actively make use of this policy if necessary. 
 
This is a college course, and I assume that you have a standard competency in grammar and mechanics.  You 
will not pass this course without possessing such a competency.  This is not something that we will be 
spending much class time on, so if you need additional help here, you will need to get in contact with me 
early on and make other arrangements.  I would strongly recommend that you utilize a grammar handbook to 
help you with these concerns.  Your writing should ALWAYS reflect college level work and be academic in 
both appearance and content.  
 
A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood the 
rules, policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of them 

Tentative Schedule 
 

This schedule is subject to change. Read your syllabus daily. It is YOUR responsibility to know due dates 

and assignments. All readings are due on the day for which they are assigned.  

 
Week 1: Jan. 7, 9 

T Introductions, Class Overview 

R Research Strategies 
 

Week 2: Jan. 14, 16  

T  Proposals, Annotated Bibliographies 

R Brainstorming 

 

Week 3: Jan. 21, 23  

T  Thesis & Topic Discussions  

R  Preliminary Research Summaries Due 
  

Week 4: Jan. 28, 30  

T Preliminary Methodology Summaries 

Due 

R Peer Review of Rough Drafts of Proposals 

and Annotated Bibliographies 
 

Week 5: Feb.4, 6 

T Professional Draft of Proposals and 

Annotated Bibliographies Due  

CVs, Resumes, & Cover Letters 

R Individual Conferences 
 

Week 6: Feb. 11, 13 

T Individual Conferences  

R  Rough Draft of CV and Cover Letter 

Due for Peer Review 
 

Week 7: Feb. 18, 20 

T Professional Draft of CV or Resume 

and Cover Letter Due Comment 

R Qualities of Effective Visual/Verbal 

Presentations 
  

Week 8: Feb. 25, 27 

T Partial Draft Due of Capstone Paper 

for Class Discussion 

R Partial Draft Due of Capstone Paper 

for Class Discussion 
Week 9: Mar. 4, 6 

T Partial Draft Due of Capstone Paper 

for Class Discussion 

R Partial Draft Due of Capstone Paper 

for Class Discussion 
 

Week 10: Mar. 10-14: SPRING BREAK!!!  

 

Week 11: Mar. 18, 20 

T Professional Draft Due of Capstone 

Paper for Instructor Comment 

Discuss Letters of Reflection  

R Individual Conferences 
 

Week 12: Mar. 25, 27 

T Individual Conferences 

R Draft of Capstone Presentation Due for 

Peer Review 
 

Week 13: Apr. 1, 3 

T Capstone Presentations  



George 
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R Capstone Presentations 

 

Week 14: Apr. 8, 10 

T Capstone Presentations 

R Capstone Presentations 

 

Week 15: Apr. 15, 17 

T Capstone Presentations 

R Capstone Presentations 

 

Week 16: Apr. 22, 24 

T Portfolios Due  

R Reading Day: No Class!!! 

Final Portfolios Due!!! 
 FINAL EXAMS BEGIN! No Class! 

 

Week 17: Apr. 25-May 1:  FINALS WEEK 

R May 1 7:00 – 9:00: FINAL EXAM!!! 

 

 

 


