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Term: Fall 2013 
Instructor: Rob Gray 
E-mail: rgray@dixie.edu (checked daily)    
Office Number:  HCC 457 
Office Hours:  MWF 11:00-11:50 a.m. (Also by appointment)  
 
Required textbooks:  Rhetorical Grammar, Seventh Edition by Kolln and Gray  
Other Required Materials:  Scantrons (for exams) 
     
 
General Course Description: Required of English majors and recommended for other students 
interested in improving their knowledge of basic English grammar. This course engages 
students in the study of English grammar to facilitate writing, editing, and an understanding of 
the relationship between language, formal rules, and meaning. The course will focus on the study 
of sentence structure, the terminology and definitions of traditional grammar, and the 
conventions of usage and punctuation. Students will analyze written examples, diagram 
sentences, edit written work, and practice constructing original sentences according to the 
principles outlined. 3 lecture hours per week.  
 

  
Learning Outcomes: 

Students will be able to identify and construct the five basic sentence patterns. 

Students will be able to alter the patterns through coordination and subordination. 

Students will be able to identify the basic parts of speech. 

Students will learn the vocabulary used to discuss grammar. 

Students will understand the connection between grammatical choices and rhetorical 

effects. 

Students will understand the five styles of punctuation for joining clauses in compound 

sentences. 

Students will understand principles of increasing cohesion through repetition, known-

new contract, metadiscourse, and parallelism. 

Students will learn the function of pronouns, be able to identify their antecedents, and 

learn to make pronouns and antecedents agree in number. 

Students will learn the difference between active and passive voice and to identify each 

type of sentence's rhetorical purpose. 

Students will be introduced to common word-order variations. 

Students will be able to identify and use verb forms in sentences, and be consistent and 

accurate in verb form choices in larger written works. 

Students will learn common conventions for punctuation as well as its purpose, its 

hierarchy, and its rhetorical effects. 

 

Instructor assistance:  Please feel free to come by during office hours (posted above) or to 

schedule an appointment with me at another time to discuss your work.  You may also email me 

regarding questions or problems; although, I will not edit entire assignments through email 
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(specific questions are encouraged).  I check email daily during the week and occasionally on the 

weekends.  However, please don’t wait until right before an assignment is due to email questions 

as I may not answer in time.  I am happy to help students succeed in the class, so don’t be shy 

about approaching me. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) statement:  Students with medical, psychological, 

learning, or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or 

auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE 

CENTER Coordinator ( Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of 

impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. Call 652-7516 to 

schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and 

authorizes the provision of services.  

 Student support services:  

 Library  http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

 Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 

Dmail: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college 

information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other 

information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access 

your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your 

dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" 

(upper right corner). 

 
Academic (Dis)honesty: 

Honesty in completing assignments is essential to the mission of the university and to the 

development of the personal integrity of the student. Cheating, plagiarism, or other kinds of 

academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in appropriate sanctions that may 

include failing an assignment, failing the class, or being suspended or expelled. The Dixie State 

University Policy on this issue is posted below. Please complete your own assignments. The 

exercises are open note and open book. However, please do not share the questions or the 

answers with your classmates unless instructed to do so. 
 
The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures reads as follows: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
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34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college 

security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 

student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the 

removal of disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

 
General class policies: Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will 
endeavor to do the same.  Disruptive students asked to leave the class will be counted as absent 
for that entire class period and may be deducted a preparation check score. 
 
No eating, no cell phone use, and no unauthorized computer use during class time.  Water bottles 
only, with caps, please. 
 
If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the 

class before that semester’s drop deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSC 

homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the 

given semester’s class schedule. For Fall 2013, the last day to drop without a “W” 
grade is September 9

th
, and the last day to drop an individual class is October 14

th
. 

 
Course assignments: I will be giving the following assignments/evaluations over the course of 
the semester: 
 

1) Preparation checks: During the semester, I will give 24 preparation checks. These will 
normally be unannounced and given at the very beginning of class (If you are tardy, you 
will miss the prep check.). This is my way of controlling attendance. Twenty percent of 
your final grade comes from preparation checks. Class attendance is very important. 
You will not receive an excellent grade without satisfactory attendance and 
participation. I dislike being in the position of deciding whether someone’s excuse for 
an absence is better than another’s and if the excuse justifies the absence. So, other than 
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absences related to college functions, there are no excused absences. 
 
 Students absent from campus with the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up 
missed in-class work only if the instructor has been consulted and arrangements have 
been made before the scheduled activity.  We will adhere to the policies set out by DSC 
in the “Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.” Except for college-function 
absences, preparation checks cannot be made up.   
 
Attendance means “to attend.”  In other words, students should pay attention and 
participate in class activities.  Those who arrive unprepared, who sleep, who text, who do 
anything other than listen and participate may be deducted a preparation check score for 
the day. 
 
Some of the preparation checks may be scores from quizzes, homework assignments, 

group work, or attendance. 

 

At the end of the semester, I will drop your four lowest preparation check scores. The 

remaining 20 scores will count for 20 percent of your final grade. 

 

2) Section Exams: Over the course of the semester, students will take 5 Section Exams. 

These evaluations are worth 100 points each for a total of 500 for the semester. Each 

covers a specific section; they are not comprehensive. 

 

3) Final Exam: During the final exam period, students will take a comprehensive exam on 

all the material they  have learned during the semester. This exam is worth 200 points.  

 

4) Term Paper: Near the end of the semester, students will write a 2-3 page essay covering 

principles they have learned during the semester. This paper is worth 100 points. 

 

 

 

Point breakdown for the course 

 

Section Exams  500 points 

Prep Checks     200 points 

Final Exam             200 points 

Term Paper              100 points 

___________________________ 

Total             1000 points      
  
Overall course grade: Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall; they are honor 
grades.  A grade of C is average and indicates that you have completed the requirements 
acceptably. Lower grades indicate a failure to meet minimum requirements.   
 
Students can track their grades on Canvas. 
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Grading scale for the course 
940-1000 A 
900-939 A- 
870-899 B+ 
830-869 B 
800-829 B- 
770-799 C+ 
730-769 C 
700-729 C- 
670-699 D+ 
630-669 D 
600-629 D- 

599 and below F 
 
  
Late work: The due dates are clearly marked for all assignments on the Tentative Weekly Class 
Schedule below, and/or they will be clearly announced in class. It is very important you turn 
your work in on time. Unless arrangements have been made before the due date or in case of 
extreme emergency, late work will not be accepted. 
 
 
Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates. If you miss class, please 
email me for updated assignments and due dates. 
 
 
 
Tentative Weekly Class Schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  
Specific prep. instructions will be given each class meeting.  Please email me if you miss class, 
and I will update you as to class activities.  Please bring your textbook to every class meeting! 
 

Class date Class activities Homework (I put 
homework/reading on date it 
is ASSIGNED—complete this 
homework for the next class 
period) 

Week 1 
Monday, August 19 

Course overview 
Pre-test 

Review the course syllabus for 
prep check on Wednesday 
Purchase textbook 

Wednesday, August 21 Class introductions 
Group selections 

Read Preface and 
Introduction, pgs. xii-3  

Friday, August 23 Discuss Preface and 
Introduction 

Read Chapter 1 

Week 2 
Monday, August 26 

Discuss Chapter 1 Chapter 1 exercises 

Wednesday, August 28 Discuss Chapter 1 Read Chapter 2 
Friday, August 30 
 

Discuss Chapter 2 Chapter 2 exercises 
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Week 3  
Monday, September 2 

Holiday- no class  

Wednesday, September 4 Discuss Chapter 2 Chapter 2 exercises 
Friday, September 6 
 

Discuss Chapter 2 
Review for section 1 exam 

Study for section 1 exam 

Week 4 
Monday, September 9 

Section 1 exam Read Chapter 3 

Wednesday, September 11 
 

Discuss Chapter 3 Chapter 3 exercises 

Friday, September 13 
 

Discuss Chapter 3 Read Chapter 4 

Week 5 
Monday, September 16 

Discuss Chapter 4 Chapter 4 exercises 

Wednesday, September 18 Discuss Chapter 4 Chapter 4 exercises 
Friday, September 20 
 
 

Discuss Chapter 4 Read Chapter 5 

Week 6 
Monday, September 23 

Discuss Chapter 5 Chapter 5 exercises 

Wednesday, September 25 Discuss Chapter 5 Chapter 5 exercises 
Friday, September 27 Discuss Chapter 5 

Review for section 2 exam 
Study for section 2 exam 

Week 7 
Monday, September 30 

Section 2 exam Read Chapter 6 

Wednesday, October 2 Discuss Chapter 6 Chapter 6 exercises 
Friday, October 4 
 

Discuss Chapter 6 Read Chapter 7 

Week 8 
Monday, October 7 

Discuss Chapter 7 
 

Chapter 7 exercises 

Wednesday, October 9 
 

Discuss Chapter 7 
Review for section 3 exam 

Study for section 3 exam 

Friday, October 11 Break- no class  
Week 9 
Monday, October 14 

Section 3 exam Read Chapter 8 

Wednesday, October 16 Discuss Chapter 8 Chapter 8 exercises 
Friday, October 18 
 

Discuss Chapter 8 Read Chapter 9 

Week 10 
Monday, October 21 

Discuss Chapter 9 Chapter 9 exercises 

Wednesday, October 23 Discuss Chapter 9 Chapter 9 exercises 
Friday, October 25 
 

Discuss Chapter 9 Read Chapter 10 

Week 11 
Monday, October 28 

Discuss Chapter 10 Chapter 10 exercises 

Wednesday, October 30 Discuss Chapter 10 Chapter 10 exercises 
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Friday, November 1 
 
 

Discuss Chapter 10 Read Chapter 11 

Week 12 
Monday, November 4 

Discuss Chapter 11 Chapter 11 exercises 

Wednesday, November 6 Discuss Chapter 11  Chapter 11 exercises 
Friday, November 8 Discuss Chapter 11 

Review for section 4 exam 
Study for section 4 exam 

Week 13 
Monday, November 11 

Section 4 exam Read Chapter 12 

Wednesday, November 13 Discuss Chapter 12 Chapter 12 exercises 
Friday, November 15 Discuss Chapter 12 Read Chapter 13 
Week 14 
Monday, November 18 

Discuss Chapter 13 Chapter 13 exercises 

Wednesday, November 20 Discuss Chapter 13 Chapter 13 exercises 
Friday, November 22 Discuss Chapter 13 

Review for section 5 exam 
Study for section 5 exam 

Week 15 
Monday, November 25 

Section 5 exam  

Wednesday, November 27 Holiday- no class  
Friday, November 29 
 
 

Holiday- no class  

Week 16 
Monday, December 2 

Discuss term paper 
Work day 

Work on term paper 

Wednesday, December 4 Work day Finish term paper 
Friday, December 6 Final exam review 

Post-test 
Term paper due 

Study for final exam 

Final exam 
 
Monday, December 9

th 
from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
NOTE: THE FINAL EXAM 
BEGINS LATE 
 

Final exam Students may NOT take the 
final exam early. Please 
schedule your vacation so that 
you can be present. 

 
 


