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Term: Fall 2013 
Instructor: Rob Gray 
E-mail: rgray@dixie.edu (checked daily)    
Office Number:  HCC 457 
Office Hours:  MWF 11:00-11:50 a.m. (Also by appointment)  
 
Required textbooks:  The Poet’s Companion by Addonizio and Laux, Telling True Stories by 
Kramer and Call, and Building Fiction by Kercheval 
 
Other Required Materials:  Scantron (for final exam) 
    3-ring binders (for portfolios) 
    Copying costs 
 
Course catalog description:  Welcome to Creative Writing. English 2140 runs as both an 
introductory seminar and writing workshop. While the key effort for this course will be to 
introduce you to the art and craft of creative writing, you will be asked to read examples of 
poetry, fiction and creative nonfiction to become better acquainted with each genre. These 
examples will provide you with structural and aesthetic models (i.e., how language is used 
artfully and appealingly), and they will likely serve you with points of inspiration and creativity. 
Given that much class time will be devoted to “workshopping,” your task will be to consider the 
merits of your classmates’ writing and provide constructive criticism and suggestions to them to 
further develop their work. By the end of English 2140, you will be better equipped to discuss 
content and artistic craft, and you will produce your own work in the genres of poetry and prose 
(i.e., prose being both fiction or creative nonfiction).  
 
Course objectives/goals:  As with any discipline in University, such as chemistry, philosophy, 
history, economics, etc., English 2140 is meant to introduce you to the fact that writing takes as 
much intellectual risk and discipline as any major worth studying. Here are the course 
objectives/goals: 
 
1. By reading and engaging the texts, you will be asked to develop an early, critical 

vocabulary with which to talk about poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction.  
2. By developing this vocabulary, you will be asked to learn that a more succinct way of 

talking about your classmates’ work is necessary to help him/her and yourself become a 
better writer.  

3. By learning to articulate your ideas about writing to better your classmates and yourself 
as a writer, you will be asked to actively practice this critical approach to writing and 
further learn to read like a writer.  

4. By reading like a writer and responding like a writer to written texts, you will be asked to 
form your own informed tastes and notions of what is “skillful/beautiful/tasteful” writing.  

5. By the end of the semester, you will be asked to consider that responding to writing 
comes from the acts of critical reading, thoughtful evaluation, and eventual articulation 
not of prescription (i.e., “write like me”) but of elucidation (i.e., “this is the reason why a 
word or phrase is cliché, reads flat,” or “this is how you might revise a line or paragraph 
to make it clearer, finer, etc.”). 
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On the Course Required Texts & Daily Readings 

My hope is that you will enjoy the reading this semester. These poems, short stories, and essays 

were chosen for their creativity, playfulness, depth of intelligence, and, honestly put, for their 

potential cultural commentary—insofar as they may challenge how we see ourselves and each 

other as a collective society. Some of these texts may challenge your ways of thinking, but in my 

estimation a large body of literature does just that. If you read a poem, short story, or essay that 

you don’t like, try to read the piece again when you’re in a better frame of mind. If a poem 

doesn’t make sense on the first read, look at the structure, attention to sound, figure out words’ 

definitions, research cultural references, etc.; and, if a short story loses you or fails to earn your 

interest, dig for character development or human significance. In other words, give these texts 

(and yourself) a chance. Lastly, work hard to organize your time so you are not reading at the last 

minute or late into the night when your mind would rather be working through how to make 

sense of your course workload or the day’s events. 

______________________________________ 

 

A Quick Word on Success 

If you want to earn an A in this class, here’s some advice: 

1. Don’t miss class (see Attendance Policy). 

2. Read the assigned reading, and understand it, in full by the date it’s due. 

3. Read actively and critically, which involves marking up the text. 

4. Participate actively in class discussion every day: come with at least one question to ask 

and/or one idea of what you think the text is trying to say or do; and come to class 

prepared for workshop. 

5. Visit me during office hours with questions or concerns you have, or to discuss ideas for 

where to take your creative writing. 

6. Start your submitted writing earlier than the night (or morning) before it’s due. 

7. Don’t sleep in class or talk out of turn  

8. Don’t copy anything from the Internet or any other text in your writing without giving 

credit. 

If you can’t accomplish the above, expect at best a B as your final grade. 

 

A Quick Word on My Commitment to Your Success 

If you want to know how I view my responsibility, here’s some insight: 

1. I will not cancel class or schedule a replacement instructor unless I am very ill, plan or 

offer students a research day, attend a professional conference, etc. 

2. I will show up every day, prepared and ready to provide you the best guidance I can to 

help you reach your writing goals. 

3. I will protect your right to learn. This includes me asking your peers to leave class if they 

become disruptive, demonstrate a lack of respect for our collective goals, etc. 
4. I will be, with regard to my comments on your work, both honest and empathic at the 

same time. 
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Instructor assistance:  Please feel free to come by during office hours (posted above) or to 

schedule an appointment with me at another time to discuss your writing.  You may also email 

me regarding questions or problems although I will not edit entire assignments through email 

(specific questions are encouraged).  I check email daily during the week and occasionally on the 

weekends.  However, please don’t wait until right before an assignment is due to email questions 

as I may not answer in time.  I am happy to help students succeed in the class, so don’t be shy 

about approaching me. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) statement:  Students with medical, psychological, 

learning, or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or 

auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE 

CENTER Coordinator ( Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of 

impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. Call 652-7516 to 

schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and 

authorizes the provision of services.  

 Student support services:  

 Library  http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

 Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 

Dmail: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college 

information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other 

information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access 

your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your 

dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" 

(upper right corner). Course communication will often come through your dmail account. 

 
Academic honesty: This class is set up to give students the greatest chance possible at not only 
passing the class but also at making the most excellent grade they can.  Please do not abuse my 
trust by turning in work that is not your own.  Plagiarism is cheating and will be treated 
seriously.   
 
Composition textbook authors Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you 
take someone else’s work and pass it off as your own.  Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing 
another person’s ideas without giving credit through proper citation and borrowing another 
writer’s language without giving credit through quotation marks or block indentation” (624).   
 
 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
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The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures reads as follows: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college 

security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 

student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the 

removal of disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

 
General class policies: Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will 
endeavor to do the same.  Disruptive students asked to leave the class will be counted as absent 
for that entire class period and may be deducted a preparation check score. 
 
No eating, no cell phone use, and no unauthorized computer use during class time.  Water bottles 
only, with caps, please. 
 
English 2140 Required Course Assignments & Percentage Breakdown 
 
200pts Poetry Portfolio: For the poetry portfolio you will be asked to include two thoughtfully 
revised poems and your peers’/professor’s commented on drafts of your two poems. I ask that 
you include the drafts so that I might see the decisions you made as a writer, where your poems 
have grown, and that you are taking the reading into great consideration. You also will be asked 
to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical Introduction to your portfolio detailing your 
drafting process, revision process, and overall vision for your poems. The quality of your final 
drafts, your Critical Introduction, and your revision improvements will determine your portfolio 
grade. 
 
200pts Nonfiction Portfolio: For the nonfiction portfolio, you will be asked to include one 5-7 
page essay and the commented-on drafts from your peers/professor, of this piece of work. You 
also will be asked to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical Introduction to your portfolio 
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detailing your drafting process, revision process, and overall vision for your prose. The quality of 
your final draft, your Critical Introduction, and your revision improvements will determine your 
portfolio grade. 
   
200pts Fiction Portfolio: For the fiction portfolio you will be asked to include two 5-7 page short 
story and the commented-on drafts from your peers/professor, of this pieces of work. You also 
will be asked to provide a 1 ½-page, single-spaced Critical Introduction to your portfolio 
detailing your drafting process, revision process, and overall vision for your prose. The quality of 
your final drafts, your Critical Introduction, and your revision improvements will determine your 
portfolio grade. 
  
200pts Preparation Checks: During the semester we will have a few quizzes on the reading 
assignments, and we will complete a few short writing assignments. Also, I expect you to 
actively participate in workshop, which means more than showing up. Workshop participation 
includes actively reading your classmates’ work, listening to and building on your classmates’ 
comments, and keeping up the discussion. Workshop preparation checks means having your 
classmates’ work commented on when you come to class. This grade will be damaged by 
uninspired attention to your classmates’ work. (Remember, your classmates are counting on you 
as much as you’re counting on them).   
 
200pts Final Exam: At the end of the semester, you will take a multiple choice and T/F exam on 
the terms and principles we have discussed during the semester. 
 
English 2140 Grading Scale Breakdown 
 
940-1000 = A      730-769 = C 
900-939 = A-      700-729 = C- 
870-899 = B+      670-699 = D+ 
830-869 = B      630-669 = D 
800-829 = B-      600-629 = D- 
770-799 = C+      0-599 = F 

  
Overall course grade: Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall; they are honor 
grades.  A grade of C is average and indicates that you have completed the requirements 
acceptably. Lower grades indicate a failure to meet minimum requirements.   
 
Students can track their grades on Canvas. 
 
  
Late work: The due dates are clearly marked for all assignments on the Tentative Weekly Class 
Schedule below, and/or they will be clearly announced in class. It is very important you turn 
your work in on time. Preparation checks cannot be turned in late or made up. If you miss class 
or are unprepared, you will score a zero for the day. Portfolios will lose one letter grade for each 
day late: One minute to twenty-four hours=one letter grade off; twenty-four to forty-eight hours= 
two letter grades off; etc. Late writing (workshop) drafts will lose 50 points per day late, up to 
200 points, on your portfolio scores. 
 
The final exam must be taken during the scheduled time. It cannot be taken early or late (except 
in case of extreme emergency). 
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Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates. 
 
Extra credit: Normally I do not allow for extra credit; if you do your best and complete all the 
assignments, you should not need it. However, I place such a high importance on real-world 
publication, that any student willing to submit either a short story, narrative essay, or poem for 
publication will receive an additional 25 points toward his or her final grade. Submissions must 
be made prior to week twelve. We’ll talk more about this in class.  
 
Course Completion Policy 
No assignment will be accepted after our scheduled final exam day. Missing or Incomplete 
assignments will be assigned a Zero (0). Students absent from campus with the sanction of the 
college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if they consult with me and make 
arrangements before the scheduled activity. We will adhere to the policies set out by DSC in the 
“Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.” 
 
If You Stop Attending Class 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 
deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left 
column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given semester’s class schedule. For Fall 
2013, the drop date is October 14

th
. 

 
 
 
 
Tentative weekly class schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  
Specific prep. instructions will be given each class meeting.  Please email me if you miss class, 
and I will update you as to class activities.  Please bring your textbook to every class meeting! 
 

Class date Class activities Homework (I put 
homework/reading on date it 
is ASSIGNED—complete this 
homework for the next class 
period) 

Week 1 
Monday, August 19 

Course description 
 
What constitutes good 
writing? 

Review the course syllabus for 
prep check on Wednesday 
Purchase textbook 

Wednesday, August 21 Syllabus prep check 
 
Class Introductions 
Sign up for poetry workshops 

Read pgs. 11-28 in Poet’s 
Companion 

Friday, August 23 Discuss reading assignment 
Discuss Imagism 

Read pgs. 85-91 in Poet’s 
Companion 

Week 2 
Monday, August 26 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 94-101 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 
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Wednesday, August 28 Discuss reading assignment 

Workshop 
Read pgs. 104-112 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, August 30 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 115-127 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 3  
Monday, September 2 

Holiday- no class  

Wednesday, September 4 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 129-134 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, September 6 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 138-148 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 4 
Monday, September 9 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 
 

Read pgs. 151-158 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 
 

Wednesday, September 11 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 161-170 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, September 13 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 171-185 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 5 
Monday, September 16 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 186-192 in Poet’s 
Companion 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, September 18 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Prepare poetry portfolio 

Friday, September 20 
 
 

Poetry portfolio due 
Discuss “An American 
Childhood” 
Sign up for nonfiction 
workshops 

Read pgs. 3-16 in Telling True 
Stories 
 

Week 6 
Monday, September 23 

Discuss reading assignment 
Discuss “I’m Not Leaving 
Until I Eat This Thing.” 

Read pgs. 19-28 in Telling 
True Stories 
 

Wednesday, September 25 Discuss reading assignment 
Discuss “Mr. Plimpton’s 
Revenge” 

Read pgs. 35-39 and 55-62 in 
Telling True Stories  
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, September 27 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 97-109 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 7 
Monday, September 30 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 109-121 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews   

Wednesday, October 2 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 125-139 in Telling 
True Stories 
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Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, October 4 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 
 

Read pgs. 139-159 in Telling 
True Stories 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 8 
Monday, October 7 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, October 9 
 

Workshop 
Sign up for fiction workshops 

Prepare nonfiction portfolio 
Read pgs. 145-158 in Building 
Fiction 

Friday, October 11 Fall Break- no class  
Week 9 
Monday, October 14 

Nonfiction portfolio due 
Discuss the narrative arc and 
subtextual messages 
Discuss “A Rose for Emily” 

Read pgs. 111-129 in Building 
Fiction 

Wednesday, October 16 Discuss plot, setting, and 
characterization 
Discuss endings 
Discuss “The Lottery” 

Read pgs. 5-10 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, October 18 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 12-21 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 10 
Monday, October 21 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 22-43 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, October 23 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 44-60 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, October 25 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 62-80 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 11 
Monday, October 28 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 82-93 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, October 30 Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 95-110 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Friday, November 1 
 
 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Read pgs. 130-141 in Building 
Fiction 
Prepare peer reviews 

Week 12 
Monday, November 4 

Discuss reading assignment 
Workshop 

Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, November 6 Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
Friday, November 8 
 
 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

Week 13 
Monday, November 11 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
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Wednesday, November 13 Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
Friday, November 15 Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
Week 14 
Monday, November 18 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, November 20 Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
Friday, November 22 Workshop Prepare peer reviews 
Week 15 
Monday, November 25 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, November 27 Holiday- no class  
Friday, November 29 
 
 

Holiday- no class  

Week 16 
Monday, December 2 

Workshop Prepare peer reviews 

Wednesday, December 4 Workshop Prepare narrative portfolio 
Friday, December 6 Narrative portfolio due Study for final exam 
Final exam 
 
Friday, December 13

th 
from 

7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
 
NOTE: THE FINAL EXAM 
BEGINS EARLY 
 

Final exam Students may NOT take the 
final exam early. Please 
schedule your vacation so that 
you can be present. 

 
 


