
Page 1 of 11 

Introduction to Writing Course Description 
ENGL 1010-36 (TR 10:30-11:45) 

Classroom MCDON 104 
 

 
 

Term: Fall 2012 Instructor: Julie Grygla 
Email: grygla@dixie.edu  Office Phone: 652-7815 
Alternate email: julie.b.grygla@gmail.com Office Number: HCC 457 
Office hours: W 11 am- 2 pm  
(or by appointment) 

 

 
 
 
Required Textbook: How to Write Anything by John Ruszkiewicz and Jay Dolmage 
 
Other Required Materials:  

 Composition book for writer’s logs 
 1.5-inch three-ring binder  
 Scantron  
 Blue book  

 
English 1010 Philosophy: My purpose in teaching English 1010 is simple: I want you to 
leave my class a better writer, a more sophisticated thinker, and well prepared to present 
your ideas in any venue that you may find yourself in from here on out. I am interested in 
your success! That means I’m happy to meet with you any time you find yourself needing 
additional instruction or guidance.  Please don’t feel like you need to wait until you are in 
full-blown crisis mode to come see me. The earlier I know about potential problems you are 
facing, the easier it is for me to be accommodating.  
 
Please note that the final exam is on Tuesday, December 11, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  
Please do not make travel arrangements before that day, as attendance is mandatory.  
Students may not take the final exam early. 
 
Course Catalog Description:  Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  
Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. 
Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, 
portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write 
college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take 
ENGL 2010.  Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement 
score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or 
higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher). 
  
 Overall English Department Mission Statement  (Department Objectives) 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation 
for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in 
social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in 
analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused 
critical essays.  
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Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission 
of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants 
to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to 
increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 
focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 
Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 

words). 
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that 

incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such 
places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-
specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
 Write no more than one narrative essay.   
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback 

on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 

words).   
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:  If you suspect or are aware that you 
have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to 
contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The 
disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining 
reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 
 
Student Support Services  
 

Library  http://library.dixie.edu  
 Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  
 Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  
 Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 
 
Course Requirements 

There will be four major papers due in this course, a Writer's Log, and a final exam. I may 
give quizzes of sorts at any time, especially if our discussions are starting to falter due to a 
lack of preparation. There will also be a variety of homework assignments, the point of 
which is to help you prepare for the day’s discussion/upcoming papers. Most class work 
and quizzes are worth 5 points each. 

 
 
 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
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Point Breakdown 

Assignments Percent Points 

Brochure 5 75 

Portfolio    

 Argument  12 180 

 Analysis of a Text  15 225 

 Research Paper 25 375 

 Portfolio Presentation 8 120 

Portfolio Total: 60 1,000 

Final 10 150 

Writer's Log 10 150 

Attendance 5 75 

Participation (quizzes, homework 
assignments, workshops, conferencing, 
etc.) 

10 
 

150 

Course Total  100 1,500 

 
 
GRADING CRITERIA:  I will distribute a grading rubric for each assignment, but the 
following are what I consider universal grading criteria: 
 
“A” Paper/Portfolio: 
Perhaps the principle characteristic of the “A” paper is its rich content. The information 
delivered is such that one feels significantly taught by the author, sentence after sentence, 
paragraph after paragraph. The “A” paper is also marked by stylistic finesse: the title and 
opening paragraph are engaging; the transitions are artful; the phrasing is tight, fresh, and 
highly specific.  The “A” paper, because of its careful organization and development, imparts 
a feeling of wholeness and clarity.  Sources are well documented.  Student presents the 
paper professionally and in proper MLA or APA format. 
 
“B” Paper/Portfolio: 
This paper is significantly more than competent.  Besides being almost free of mechanical 
errors, the “B” paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity 
and interest-value.  Its specific points are logically ordered, well developed, and unified 
around a clear organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper.  The opening 
paragraph draws the reader in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and thematically 
related to the opening.  The transitions between the paragraphs are for the most part 
smooth; the sentence structures are pleasingly varied.  The diction of the “B” paper is 
typically much more concise and precise than that found in the “C” paper.  Occasionally, this 
diction even shows finesse and memorability.  Work is presented professionally, and MLA 
format is followed. 
 
 



Page 4 of 11 

“C” Paper/Portfolio:  
This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, and 
is reasonably well-organized and developed.  The actual information it delivers, however, 
seems thin and commonplace.  One reason for that impression is that the ideas are typically 
cast in the form of vague generalizations that prompt the confused reader to ask marginally: 
“In every case?”  “Exactly how large?” “Why?”  “But how many?”  Stylistically, the “C” paper 
has other shortcomings as well: the opening paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the 
final paragraph offers only a perfunctory wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are 
often bumpy; the sentences, besides being a bit choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence 
monotonous) subject-verb-object patterns; and the diction is marred by repetitions, 
redundancy, and imprecision.  Sources are documented in MLA or APA format but are 
presented in a stylistically uncertain manner.  The “C” paper, then, while it gets the job done, 
lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.   
 
“D” Paper/Portfolio: 
Papers that reflect a less than average level of effort or accomplishment.  The papers do not 
respond well to the particular assignment, have numerous mechanical errors, and are 
poorly organized.  Writing seems perfunctory–not well thought out.  Sentences do not 
progress in a logical order or do not follow accepted sentence structures.  Student relies 
heavily upon clichès, slang, double-talk, or jargon.  Student did not follow conventions of 
punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  Paragraphs are not well developed.  Ideas are not well 
supported.  Student has not documented sources properly. MLA use may be ineffective, 
inconsistent, or simply incorrect. 
 
“F” Papers/Portfolios:   
Papers may demonstrate no understanding of the concepts.  Papers may not be well-
documented and may inadvertently plagiarize.  Papers may not differentiate between 
information from the source and the writer’s own ideas.  Papers may not meet minimum 
requirements regarding page length, word count, number of sources, types of sources.  
Papers may be incoherent, to the point where readers cannot get a good idea regarding the 
overall argument or main idea.  Papers may not follow directions.  The 
grammar/mechanical errors may be such that the paper is basically unreadable.   
 
0-Plagiarized papers, of course, will receive a zero and further action may be taken by 
the instructor and the college, according to college policy. 
 
Grading Scale 

A 95-100 B- 80-83 D+ 68-69 

A- 90-94 C+ 78-79 D 64-67 

B+ 88-89 C 74-77 D- 60-63 

B 84-87 C- 70-73 E 59 and lower 

 

Overall Course Grade: Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall: they are honor 
grades.  A grade of C is average and indicates that you have completed the requirements 
acceptably. Lower grades indicate a failure to meet minimum requirements. Portfolios 
count for 60% of the final grade.  Participation will count as 35% and consists of an 
attendance grade, a homework/quiz grade, a workshop draft grade, and a final exam grade 
as follows: 
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Attendance (5%) 

I will allow 2 absences without penalty, and I will certainly admit university-excused 
absences. For every unexcused absence beyond 2, your overall grade will drop 2%. If 
there are extenuating circumstances, such as a bona fide illness, funerals, etc., please let me 
know in advance, keeping me apprised of your situation via email. (Weddings and other 
family events do not fall into the "extenuating circumstances" category and will count as 
unexcused absences.) You are responsible for all information missed in class, as well as 
turning in assignments early if you know you will be absent, so plan accordingly. Look 
ahead in your calendars, get a classmate's information--do whatever it takes for you to act 
responsibly. This should go without saying, but you are expected to stay for the entire 
class period. If you must leave early for any reason, please inform me before the start of 
class and understand that it will count against you as one tardy. 

I will pass around the roll at the beginning of class for you to initial. If you are late, it is your 
responsibility to sign the roll at the end of class. Two (2) tardies equal one unexcused 
absence. Be sure to check the roll every day to ensure you are marked correctly. I will 
not change the rolls once we have dismissed for the day. 

Grading for Attendance:  Students who attend all but 1-2 classes will receive 75 points.  
Each class missed after the first two will lower the grade by 20 points. Students who miss 
more than 6 classes automatically fail the class regardless of the circumstances. 
Students who miss that many classes need to take the class again at a time when they are 
able to participate in daily class activities. 
 
If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the 
class before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC  
homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on 
the given semester’s class schedule.   For Fall 2012 the drop date is Monday, October 15. 
 
Writer's Log (10%) 

Each of you will keep a Writer's Log, written in three times a week for ten minutes (see 
Writer's Log handout). The two ways to become a better writer are to read more and to 
write more; the Writer's Log helps with both of these endeavors. It will be graded on effort 
and thought. I will collect these logs three times throughout the semester (see course 
schedule).  

Participation (10%) 

The format of our class requires both teacher and student to come to class prepared. If I do 
not come prepared to teach, it makes it very difficult for you to learn. Likewise, when you do 
not come prepared to learn, it is very difficult for me to teach. In order for us to have the 
meaningful discussions I hope for, we both need to come to class regularly and on time, 
having read the material for that day so that you can contribute in a meaningful way. It is 
impossible to re-create class discussions and is difficult and time-consuming to re-teach in-
class activities you may miss while late, away, or simply unprepared. 
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Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates.  Students absent 
from campus with the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class 
work only if the instructor has been consulted and arrangements have been made before 
the scheduled activity.  We will adhere to the policies set out by DSC in the “Policies for 
Absences Related to College Functions.”  

All assignments are due at the beginning of class (unless otherwise noted in the 
syllabus). Late homework assignments will not be accepted since they are intended to 
facilitate the day’s discussion. A major paper that is late will be docked 10 points for each 
day late and must be turned in by the next class period. If you cannot make it to class, have a 
classmate or friend turn in your work at class or arrange to get it to me before class. 

Quizzes may be unannounced.  Quizzes may not be made up.   
 
Other grades in this category come from homework or other preparatory activities.  This 
prep work MUST BE TURNED IN DURING CLASS to achieve full credit.  This work is meant 
to assist in class discussion.  Students must be willing to talk about their prep work in class 
to achieve full credit.  This work will not be accepted after the due date. 
 
Mandatory Conferences. Two student/teacher conferences are mandatory.  To get full 
credit for attendance, students must arrive at the conference time they sign up for and 
must have turned in the required materials for instructor review beforehand.  I conduct 
these meetings in my office on an individual basis.  Students will be counted absent twice 
for missed conferences.   
 
Do not wait for conferences if you need help; please feel free to meet with me at any time.  I am 
happy to help—just come see me. 
 
Workshops 

You will participate in peer reviews of rough drafts, reviews of revised drafts, and then 
compose portfolio drafts of all assignments.  I will distribute a grading rubric during the 
drafting stages of each paper so you are aware of the required elements. 

I have scheduled several in-class revision workshops, and you will be required to have a 
draft of your paper (3 copies) ready to hand to the other students in your workshop group 
the class before the workshop day (see course schedule). This will give you time to carefully 
read and consider the papers of your peers before coming to class so that class time might 
be better spent on comments and feedback. Everyone will be expected to participate in the 
workshops. I will check that your workshop draft is completed and that your comments 
show time and thought. This can be a valuable experience if approached with the right 
attitude: to teach others as well as learn from them. 

Due Dates 
 
To avoid grade deductions and to have the maximum chance to pass the class, all drafts 
must be turned in on assigned dates regardless of whether or not the student attends class 
that day.  (If you are involved in student activities, be extra aware of due dates and make 
sure to discuss options with me before late drafts become an issue.)  Students MUST turn in 
all drafts to be eligible to pass the class.  You aren’t allowed to “skip” one.  If you do not 
turn in a draft by the cut-off date (see course schedule), you cannot pass the class. 
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Final Exam (10%)  
 
The final exam will consist of an in-class essay. We will cover strategies for this type of 
writing in class. 
 
Portfolio (60%)  
 
At the end of the semester, you will turn in a portfolio that demonstrates your thought 
processes, progression in ideas and writing, and ultimately your best work. Your portfolio 
will consist of peer-reviewed drafts, all subsequent drafts (including our conferencing 
notes), and your final polished drafts. Your final portfolio drafts should reflect all that you 
have learned during the course of the semester as well as things we have discussed in 
conferences. You will also include a letter of reflection that demonstrates you understand 
the elements of research, argumentation and effective composition we have covered 
throughout the semester, as well as the purpose and value of revision.  
 
Each section of the portfolio will be given a separate grade, and I will provide you with a 
checklist of all that is required. 
 
****It is absolutely essential that the student keep all work completed during the 
course of the semester. If you do not include all of your work in your portfolio (notes, 
drafts, revisions, etc.), then your portfolio will receive a zero.****  
 
Portfolios are due December 4.  If the portfolio is turned in on final exam day, 100 points 
will be deducted from the portfolio presentation score (essentially an entire letter grade).   
 
No portfolios will be accepted after final exam day.  Missing or incomplete portfolios 
will be assigned a zero and the student will be assigned an F for the semester.     
 
 
Academic Honesty:  Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you take 
someone else’s work and pass it off as your own.  Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing 
another person’s ideas without giving credit through proper citation and borrowing 
another writer’s language without giving credit through quotation marks or block 
indentation” (624).   
 
We will cover “proper citation” strategies during the course of the semester.  Simply 
remember that if you did not come up with the information from personal experiences, then 
readers need to know where the information comes from.  Further, reading on the Internet 
does not count as personal experience.  Information from the Internet must be properly 
cited.  All researched information must be properly cited for this class using either MLA or 
APA style citation. 
 
For citation information, check in your textbook, access the Dixie State College Research 
Paper Guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, or reference the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers 6th ed by Joseph Gibaldi. 
 
The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures Reads as Follows: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 
including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's 
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work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may 
discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 
probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 
classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or 
college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may 
dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal 
those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

General Class Policies:  Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and 
I will endeavor to do the same. No cell phone use, and no unauthorized computer use during 
class time (including, but not limited to: chatting, video games, reading the news, doing 
other homework, etc.).   
  
Tentative Weekly Class Schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  
Specific instructions will be given each class meeting.  Please email me if you miss class, and 
I will update you as to class activities.  Please bring the textbook to every class meeting. 
 

Date Topics Reading Assignment Due 

Week 1 
Tuesday 
August 21 

Course description/Pre-
test  
 
Introduce “Me, In a 
Nutshell” 

- 
 
 

- 

Thursday 
August 23 
 

Syllabus quiz 
 
Diagnostic Essay 
 
Introduce Argumentation   
 

 - “Me, In a Nutshell” 
 

Week 2 
Tuesday 
August 28 
 

Arguments: 
Forming a grounded 
opinion (Four corners) 
 
Determining audience 
and purpose 
 
 

Chapter 3: 
Arguments; “Critical 
Thinking” (p. 372) 

Homework #1 
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Date Topics Reading Assignment Due 

Thursday 
August 30 

Structuring arguments: 
Analysis 

“Brainstorming” (p. 
356); “Smart 
Reading” (p. 365); 
and “Cool Running” 
(p. 739); “Hitting 
Bottom” (p. 743) 

Homework #2 
 

Week 3  
Tuesday 
September 4 
 

Argument organization 
and presentation: In-class 
practice 

“Thesis” (p. 393); 
“Strategies” (p. 398); 
“Outlines” (p. 408);  

 
(Late Registration 
Fee $50) 

Thursday 
September 6 

Giving and getting 
feedback: Peer Review 
 
Strategic grammar 

“Peer Editing” (p. 
458) 

Argument 
Workshop (3 
copies) 

Week 4 
Tuesday 
September 11 
 

 
Argument workshop 

-  
WRITER’S LOG #1 
(Logs 1-10) 

Thursday 
September 13 
 

Revision:  
Not a dirty word 

Revision activity 

“Revising Your Own 
Work” (p. 452); 
“Paragraphs” (p. 
412); “Transitions” 
(416) 

Homework #3 
 
Rough draft of 
argument (1 copy) 
(Last day to add 
9/14) 

Week 5 
Tuesday 
September 18 

Introduce Analysis 
 
Rhetorical proofs: Ethos, 
Pathos, Logos 

Chapter 8 Argument Due 

Thursday 
September 20 Rhetorical analysis 

practice 

“The Other Car” (p. 
976); “Dudes Come 
Clean” (p. 988) 

Homework #4 
 
Analysis topic due 
via email by 5 p.m. 

Week 6 
Tuesday 
September 25 No class - Mandatory 

student/instructor 
meetings 

 
Missing this 
meeting counts at 2 
absences 

Bring graded copy 
of your argument. 
At least three (3) 
questions/concerns 
must be emailed the 
day before your 
meeting. 

Thursday 
September 27 

Strategic grammar 
 
Plagiarism 

- Homework #5 
 
Rough draft of 
analysis (1 copy) 

Week 7 
Tuesday 
October 2 

MLA: Watch me make 
citation fun! 

 
Become familiar with 
material on 
pp. 503-539 

Analysis Workshop 
(3 copies) 
 
WRITER’S LOG #2 
(Logs 11-19) 

Thursday 
October 4 

Rhetorical analysis 
workshop 

- - 
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Date Topics Reading Assignment Due 

Week 8 
Tuesday 
October 9 

 
Introduce research paper 

-  
Rhetorical analysis 

FALL BREAK – October 11-12 
Last day to drop – Monday, October 15 

Week 9 
Tuesday 
October 16 No class - Mandatory 

student/instructor 
meetings 

 
Missing this 
meeting counts at 2 
absences 

Bring graded copy 
of your analysis. At 
least three (3) 
questions/concerns 
must be emailed the 
day before your 
meeting. 

Thursday 
October 18 

Library session: meet in 
library 

“Beginning Your 
Research” (p. 466); 
“Finding Print and 
Online Sources” (p. 
472) 

Three (3) possible 
topics 

Week 10 
Tuesday 
October 23 

Developing a topic 
 
Evaluating sources 

“Evaluating Sources” 
(p. 482); “Annotating 
sources” (p. 487) 

Homework #6 

Thursday 
October 25 

Research day – no class - - 

Week 11 
Tuesday 
October 30 

Paraphrasing, 
summarizing, and 
quoting sources 
 
MLA review 

“Paraphrasing 
Sources” (p. 494); 
“Summarizing 
Sources” (p. 491); 
“Integrating Sources 
Into Your Work” (p. 
497) 

Homework #7 

Thursday 
November 1 

Synthesizing sources vs. 
Argument using sources 

“Synthesis Papers” (p. 
300) 

3-4 articles on your 
topic 

Week 12 
Tuesday 
November 6 

No class - Mandatory 
student/instructor 
meetings 

Missing this 
meeting counts at 2 
absences 

Bring 
questions/problems 
re: research paper 

Thursday 
November 8 

In-class peer review: 
synthesis and outline 

- Sources synthesis 
and argument 
outline 
 
WRITER’S LOG #3 
(Logs 20-36) 
 

Week 13 
Tuesday 
November 13 

Research paper fine 
tuning: MLA, 
organization, transitions, 
plagiarism check 

- Synthesis due 
Research workshop 
copies (3 copies)  

Thursday 
November 15 

Research Workshop - - 

Week 14 
Tuesday 
November 20 

Revision review: bring 
one copy of a paper you 
would like to work on 

- Research Paper 
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Date Topics Reading Assignment Due 

 
Thanksgiving Holiday – November 21-23 

 

Week 15 
Tuesday 
November 27 

No class - Mandatory 
student/instructor 
meetings 

Missing this 
meeting counts at 2 
absences 

Bring all 
questions/problems 
re: revisions 

Thursday 
November 29 

Peer review of portfolio 
letter 

- Rough draft of 
portfolio reflection 
letter (3 copies) 

Week 16 
Tuesday 
December 4 

Practice in-class writing - Portfolios Due 

Thursday 
December 6 

Review in-class writing 
Review for final exam 

- - 

 
Tuesday 
December 11 
9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. 
 
(Please note, 
this is earlier 
than our usual 
start time) 

Final Exam 
******* 
  Please do not make 
travel arrangements 
before that day, as 
attendance is 
mandatory.  Students 
may not take the final 
exam early. 
 
(regular classroom) 

Portfolios Will Be 
Returned Today 
 
No Work Will Be 
Accepted After This 
Date 
 

 

 
 


