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Term: Spring 2015 Instructor: Cameron Hansen, M.Ed. 
Email: chansen@dixie.edu  
Office Hours: ½ hour before/after class Office Number: HCC 457 & classroom 
 (and by appointment) 

Required textbook: How to Write Anything: with readings (ISBN-10 0-312-62989-3)  
  by John J. RUszkiewicz & Jay T. Dolmage 

Other required materials: note-taking tool (paper & notebook, digital assistant, etc) 
   3 binder clips 

Final exam schedule: Last day of class (May 6, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.) 
   (You may not take the final early. Please schedule accordingly.) 

Instructor assistance: Please feel free to visit with me during the posted office time or contact me via 
Canvas to make other arrangements. I receive message notifications from Canvas immediately and often 
respond promptly (however, if you send a message outside of “normal” waking hours, my reply will 
understandably be delayed). I am happy to help students succeed in class, so please contact me.  

Course catalog description: Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to 
improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write 
and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests 
may also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or 
higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010 or ENGL 2010A. Prerequisites: LIB 1010 or LIB 1000 (can be 
taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher); AND 
Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher). FA, SP, SU. (see Online). 

Overall English Department Mission Statement (Department Objectives) 
The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English, master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. (see Online). 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives) 
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 
department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 
skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and 
help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive 
essays. 

General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
Students in this course will:   

■ Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
■ Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

mailto:chansen@dixie.edu
http://catalog.dixie.edu/programs/english/%23courseinventory
http://catalog.dixie.edu/programs/english/%23text
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■ One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient 
number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, 
book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

■ Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
■ Write no more than one narrative essay.   
■ Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such 

as non-graded first drafts).   
■ Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: 
If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are 
strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. 
The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 
accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 

 Student Support Services  
Library:    http://library.dixie.edu  
Testing Center:  http://new.dixie.edu/testing  
Writing Center & OWL:  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  
Tutoring Center:  http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

Due Dates: As this class meets only one night per week, due dates are critical; therefore, assignments 
are due on the date listed regardless of whether or not the student attends class that day. Assignments 
turned in late lose 10% of the raw score each day beyond the due date. This equates to about a letter 
grade per day. Thus if a paper is due on Wednesday but isn’t turned in until Friday, the paper loses 20% 
(two days’ worth) from the raw score.  

Some assignments (reading responses, pre-class homework), are expected to be completed PRIOR to 
class and will not be accepted late. The intention is to be prepared for a meaningful discussion before 
class so the student can actively participate in the discussion. 

Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates. The professor may provide 
reminders, but ultimately the student is responsible to complete all assigned work on time. 

Academic Honesty: I expect trustworthiness. Period. My class is designed to give students the greatest 
chance possible not only to pass the class but also making the most excellent grade they can. Make 
certain that all work submitted is your own, original work. Plagiarism is cheating, is dishonest, and will be 
treated seriously. 

All work submitted for my class should be original work created specifically to address assignments I give 
in class. This means assignments created for other classes will not be acceptable for my class. 

Plagiarism, as defined by Allyn and Bacon, is “whenever you take someone else’s work and pass it off as 
your own. Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing another person’s ideas without giving credit through 
proper citation and borrowing another writer’s language without giving credit through quotation marks or 
block indentation” (624). 

http://library.dixie.edu
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
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We will discuss “proper citation” techniques this semester. Simply put: if you did not come up with the 
information from personal experiences, then readers need to know where the information comes from. 
Reading on the Internet does NOT count as personal experience. Information from the Internet must be 
properly cited. We will discuss how to properly cite researched information using MLA style citation. 

The Dixie State Policies and Procedures Manual (DSPP) can be found at this link: http://
www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html and sets the standards for academic conduct, for sanctions, and for 
appeals. 

Students who cheat or deliberately plagiarize in this class will receive a zero for the assignment in 
question. Further consequences, depending upon severity, may include failing the course or ultimate 
removal from the program or institution. 

Be trustworthy! 

General class policies: Please present yourself as a polite and professional human being. I will 
endeavor to do the same. Disruptive students (those whose behavior makes it difficult to conduct class), 
will be asked to leave. 

Polite and professional human beings remember the following: unless part of a specific class activity, food 
does not belong in the classroom (others don’t need to hear chewing, slurping, etc. nor smell another 
person’s food. Ew!); appropriate use of technology (personal or classroom) is expected (texting, lurking in 
social media, random surfing or YouTube-ing, etc. is not appropriate); and drinks are rendered safe (lids 
on, empties go in trash, etc.). 

Grading: A grade of “A” represents exceptional work that exceeds basic expectations. A “B” grade is 
above average and represents a strong level of proficiency. A “C” grade indicates acceptable completion 
of requirements and would be considered average. Lower grades indicate a failure to meet minimum 
requirements. The gradescale on Canvas will be used to calculate assignment and final grades. Midterm 
and final grades will be posted on Banner. 

Attendance: Come to every class on time. I understand that you may have obligations that may make 
some days a challenge, but you scheduled this class for a reason. Make every effort for timely 
attendance. I will start class on time and will end on time, and I do have a life beyond this classroom too 
(surprise!). My time is important to me; therefore, I will make every effort to use my time with you 
expeditiously. Please do not waste this irretrievable resource. 

Disruptive behavior policy: Attendance means “to attend.”  In other words, students should pay 
attention and participate in class activities.  Those who arrive unprepared, who sleep, who text, who do 
anything other than listen and participate may be counted as absent and may be asked to leave the class.  
Further, instructors have the responsibility to ensure a good learning environment in the classroom and 
must dismiss disruptive students from the class.  If disruptive behavior continues, the instructor has the 
responsibility to remove the student from the entire class.  Again, be as polite and professional to me and 
your classmates as I plan to be to you. 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html
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If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before 
that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSU homepage (http://dixie.edu/
reg/?page=calendar&sid=201430), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the 
given semester’s class schedule. For Spring 2015, the last day to drop is March 6. 

Coursework Information: 
We will discuss and write varied forms of writing. For each major assignment, multiple drafts of the 
assignment are expected. A single, final draft of a major assignment will NOT be accepted. As a guideline 
on how essays are scored, consider the following: 

“A” Paper: 
Perhaps the principle characteristic of the “A” paper is its rich content.  Some people describe 
that content as “meaty,” others as “dense,” still others as “packed.”  The information delivered is 
such that one feels significantly taught by the author, sentence after sentence, paragraph after 
paragraph.  The “A” paper is also marked by stylistic finesse: the title and opening paragraph are 
engaging; the transitions are artful; the phrasing is tight, fresh, and highly specific.  The “A” paper, 
because of its careful organization and development, imparts a feeling of wholeness and unusual 
clarity.  Sources will be well documented.  Student presents the paper professionally and in 
proper MLA format. 

“B” Paper: 
This paper is significantly more than competent.  Besides being almost free of mechanical errors, 
the “B” paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity and interest-
value.  Its specific points are logically ordered, well developed, and unified around a clear 
organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper.  The opening paragraph draws the reader 
in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and thematically related to the opening.  The 
transitions between the paragraphs are for the most part smooth; the sentence structures are 
pleasingly varied.  The diction of the “B” paper is typically much more concise and precise than 
that found in the “C” paper.  Occasionally, this diction even shows finesse and memorability.  
Work is presented professionally, and MLA format is followed. 

“C” Paper: 
This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, and is 
reasonably well-organized and developed.  The actual information it delivers, however, seems 
thin and commonplace.  One reason for that impression is that the ideas are typically cast in the 
form of vague generalizations that prompt the confused reader to ask marginally: “In every case?”  
“Exactly how large?” “Why?”  “But how many?”  Stylistically, the “C” paper has other shortcomings 
as well: the opening paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph offers only a 
perfunctory wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, 
besides being a bit choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence monotonous) subject-verb-object 
patterns; and the diction is marred by repetitions, redundancy, and imprecision.  Sources are 
documented in MLA format but are presented in a stylistically uncertain manner.  The “C” paper, 
then, while it gets the job done, lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.   

“D” Papers: 

http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201520
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Papers that reflect a less than average level of effort or accomplishment.  The papers do not 
respond well to the particular assignment, have numerous mechanical errors, and are poorly 
organized.  Writing seems perfunctory–not well thought out.  Sentences do not progress in a 
logical order or do not follow accepted sentence structures.  Student relies heavily upon clichès, 
slang, double-talk, or jargon.  Student did not follow conventions of punctuation, grammar, and 
spelling.  Paragraphs are not well developed.  Ideas are not well supported.  Student has not 
documented sources properly. MLA or APA use may be ineffective, inconsistent, or simply 
incorrect. 

“F” Papers: 
Papers may demonstrate no understanding of the concepts.  Papers may not be well-
documented and may inadvertently plagiarize.  Papers may not differentiate between information 
from the source and the writer’s own ideas.  Papers may not meet minimum requirements 
regarding page length, word count, number of sources, types of sources.  Papers may be 
incoherent, to the point where readers cannot get a good idea regarding the overall argument or 
main idea.  Papers may not follow directions.  The grammar/mechanical errors may be such that 
the paper is basically unreadable.   

0-Plagiarized papers, whether the plagiarism is deliberate or not, will receive a zero and 
further action may be taken by the instructor and the college, according to college policy.  
Absence from class is not an excuse for accidentally plagiarizing in an essay. This information will 
be thoroughly covered, but basically, you must write the work yourself, every word.   If any words 
or ideas are not your own, you must indicate within the paper itself, through either MLA or APA 
citation strategies, whose words and ideas these are. You may not self-plagiarize by turning in 
work that has been turned in for another class (or will be turned in for another class.)  If you are 
confused about citation and plagiarism, it is your responsibility to seek help from me.  Giving 
others credit for their ideas is an ethical responsibility. This course will use various tools including 
Canvas & TurnItIn to assist in ethical use of sources and to avoid plagiarism. 

Tentative Weekly Class Schedule: Check Canvas for a list of weekly activities and/or assignments. 
Bring your textbook to every class. 


