
 
 
 

English 2010-50/52     Intermediate Writing    Fall 2014 Semester
Credit Hours: 3  
Instructor: Cameron Hansen
Email: chansen@dixie.edu Classroom: McDon 111 (Mon 5:15-7:45 p.m.)

         Jennings 192 (Wed 5:15-7:45 p.m.)
Textbook: Behrens & Rosen’s Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, 12th edition (ISBN 0-205-
88543-8)

Syllabus and Course Requirements
Basic information

Instructor:    Cameron Hansen    
Office:    HCC 457-G & classroom  
Office Hours:  ½ hour before & ½ hour after class
Writing Center: HCC 4th floor 652-7743. See web for hours.  
Library: In the Holland Building – check campus web page for hours and services 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C or higher in English 1010
Co-requisite: If you have not taken – and passed – Library 1010, then you need to 

sign up for Library 1010 and take it along with English 2010!

Required materials
● Behrens & Rosen’s Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, 12th edition (ISBN 0-205-

88543-8)
● A Dixie University e-mail account (Dmail)                                                                     
● 4 "wing" document clips from bookstore

What will this Course be like?   

This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several 
times throughout this term, you will be an active participant in class.  We will focus just as much on the 
process of writing as on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 2010 is to help you 
better communicate your ideas clearly and effectively (by way of analytical writing) to an audience of 
university educated adults in academic settings.  This course will also help you become a better, clearer 
thinker – in ways that will help you within university, and beyond.  (For specific course info click here: 
description; mission statement.)  

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay studied in 
English 1010. You will increase your capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order your 
thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  You will also receive training 
in the skills necessary for written-communication demands in university, on the job, and as citizens. To 
reach those objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise.  

The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and library 
research in which you will get to demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills 
necessary to enable competent and successful research.  More specifically, in this course, you will:   

● Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, 
pro-con, or cause-effect.

● Write multiple summary/reflection responses to assigned readings
● Write one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSU Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific 
encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).  

● Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 
page research paper).  
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English 2010-50/52     Intermediate Writing    Fall 2014 Semester
● Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such 

as non-graded first drafts).  
● Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).

Please note:  On days where you are expected to write and revise in class, please come prepared.  
This means coming with the homework completed before you arrive, and bringing digital versions of 
essays-in-progress (as specified in the syllabus).  Also, always save your drafts of essays on a memory 
stick or on Google Docs (Dmail).

What kinds of essays will you write?   
You will write essays that develop argumentation, analysis, and synthesis using a variety of 

different content topics.
With the exception of pre-writing, notes, and homework assignments, please computer print all 

drafts which you will hand in to me. When handing in a draft, please format your essays in the following 
manner (for an example, click on this one from Purdue University):  

Firstname Lastname LastName #
English 2010, Mr. Hansen

Assignment Description

Date of Printout (not begin date)

An Effective Title

The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced, with no extra spaces between 

paragraphs.  Please avoid flowery fonts, as well as large or small font sizes.  Times New 

Roman 12 or 13 is a good font.  Also remember that you may have to change margins to 1 inch.   

Please number your pages with a header (top right-hand side of the page) that includes your last 

name.

Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts!  All final and revised drafts must be 
submitted with each previous draft on which I’ve commented.  When you submit an essay, please 
clip together the following elements:    

       TOP   Best draft (polished, edited, final copy)
          Earlier first draft(s) with my comments

         Earlier draft(s) with peer comments from in-class workshops
         Any freewriting you've done

             BOTTOM  Any prewriting you've done (and/or topic sheet)  

Once you decide on your topic, I will expect you to carry through with that focus.  Because of the 
possibility of plagiarism problems, you may not change a paper’s focal point midway through that paper.   
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English 2010-50/52     Intermediate Writing    Fall 2014 Semester

Late work
All drafts and final versions are due on their announced due dates. Final drafts submitted up to 

three days late will lose a full letter grade (-10% off raw score). Each three-day period after that results in 
another letter reduction (additional -10% off raw score). Avoid any late work. However, if for some reason 
you have a legitimate, life-altering emergency arise, let me know as soon as you possibly can 
(procrastination on your part does NOT qualify as a legitimate reason for turning in late work).  Reading 
responses will not be accepted after the due date.

What about the reading?   
Each time we are scheduled to discuss a particular essay, please be fully prepared.  Part of this 

means coming to class able to: a) summarize what you’ve read, and b) ask thoughtful questions about it.  
In other words, proactively read the essays.  

Also, I will ask you to type reading responses via Canvas.  Know that you cannot turn these in 
late.    Why?  The goal is for you to think about (and write about) the issues before hearing everyone 
else’s thoughts.      

Attendance, Timeliness, and Participation
Because we meet only once a week, I will expect you to attend all class sessions on time. During 

class, you will receive writing tips, sample essays, assignment directions, etc.  Because of this, it is tough 
to do well on each assignment’s requirements if you miss class.   

If you are absent, make contact with me via Canvas or email. Missing class can critically affect 
your grade. DO NOT MISS class.  

Remember to be courteous and professional in your interactions with our class this semester.  
If you ever do miss a class, you are still responsible for all material covered and you must attempt 

to hand in any missed work.  Please note: this does not apply to final-draft papers.  If you are absent 
on the day a paper is due, have a friend or classmate turn it in for you at the beginning of class.  Since 
you will have much time to complete every paper, illnesses need not interfere with getting essay in on 
time.  

 
A Note about Workshop Days:  

1. Come to peer-response days on time.
2. Come with a genuine effort; hurried, half-baked drafts will not be helpful to you or your peers.  
3. Bring 2 copies (to share with your peer-group members).  

Again, a key part of this class involves a workshop element.  Your active participation is essential! 
 DSU Attendance Policy.

Participate in class! You’ll learn more this semester the more you participate. Do not spend 
valuable class time on social media, texting, or idle web browsing.

“How Do I Earn a Good Grade in this Course?”    
Because this is a sophomore-level course which focuses on analytical composition, this class will 

likely be a very challenging course.  I don’t say this to scare you.  Nonetheless, know that the bar has 
been raised from a freshman composition course.  In this course, simply showing up and turning thing in 
will not earn you a passing grade; you must also learn and master the material.  Therefore, strive to: a) 
understand and appreciate the concepts I will teach you, and b) apply those concepts to your writing.  
This will help you earn a good grade in this course.   

NOTE:  I do not expect you to come to this class as a master writer; I do, however, expect you to
improve in your writing (even if you are already a strong writer).  We all learn to write, and our 
writing improves over a period of time and effort.
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English 2010-50/52     Intermediate Writing    Fall 2014 Semester
At the same time, good writing is a skill which – in spite of tremendous effort and improvement – 

takes some students longer than others to achieve.  If by the end of the semester, your writing is not 
strong enough to allow you to pass this course, please know that you may be able to retake the course 
and have your subsequent grade replace a previous low grade.  (See the Registration and Records office 
for more details.)  If at any point in the semester you are concerned about how you are doing, 
please feel free to come and talk with me.   

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble  
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also 

result in the permanent marking of your university file.  DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!!
What is plagiarism?  It is either:

1. Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in 
which you use that person’s ideas).  

It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).  

     OR, plagiarism is also:

1. Using someone else’s words without quoting them.  
Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always 
better if you bring it to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my 
discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office 
for help in using outside sources in your writing. Click here for the DSU Academic Integrity 
policy.

Other Important University-wide Information (click on the links):  
● Click on this link - http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/ - for comprehensive information on the 

Semester Dates, the Final Exam Schedule, University resources such as the library, Disability 
Resource Center, IT Student Help Desk, Online Writing Lab, Testing Center, Tutoring Center, 
and Writing Center.  In addition, please review DSU policies and statements with regards to 
Academic Integrity, Disruptive Behavior and Absences related to university functions.

● If you are a student with a medical, psychological, or learning disability or think you 
might have a disability and would like accommodations, contact the Disability Resource 
Center (652-7516) in the North Plaza.  The Disability Resource Center (http://dixie.edu/
drcenter/)  will determine eligibility of the student requesting special services and 
determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.

A Few Final Notes:
If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers 

probably do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you successfully pass this course.  
Try to think of me as a guide who will aide you.  If at any time you have questions or worries about the 
above requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you 
succeed in this class!  (I know this document sounds a bit cold, but I'm really a nice guy.)     
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Other Useful Information
Important dates to remember:

Mon, Aug 25 Classes begin
Thurs, Aug 28 Last day for waitlist
Fri, Aug 29 Last day to add classes online
Mon, Sep 1 Labor Day (no classes)
Wed, Sep 4 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class)
Wed, Sep 4 Residency Application deadline
Tue, Sep 9 $50 Late registration/payment fee
Mon, Sep 15 Last day for refund
Mon, Sep 15 Pell Grant Census
Mon, Sep 15 Last day to drop without a “W” grade
Wed, Sep 17 Classes dropped for nonpayment
Fri, Sep 19 Last day to add/audit classes
Wed, Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associates Degree Graduation Application deadline
Fri, Sep 28 Block classes begin*
Wed, Oct 15 Midterm grades due
Thurs & Fri, Oct 16-17 Semester break
Mon, Oct 20 Last day to drop individual classes
Mon, Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online
Mon, Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application deadline
Tue, Nov 11 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm)
Fri, Nov 14 Last day for complete withdrawal
Oct 17-20 Spring Registration Opens
Wed-Fri, Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving break (no classes)
Fri, Dec 12 Last day of classes
Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19 Final exams

*See the Academic Calendar on the DSU website for more information on block 
deadlines

Dmail:  Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account. This 
information includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 
classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success 

Page 5 of 7



 
 
 

English 2010-50/52     Intermediate Writing    Fall 2014 Semester
in this class and at DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you 
don't know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete 
instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so please 
check it often.

University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what needs 
to happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-sponsored activity 
(athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and 
follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/
policy/sec5/523.html

Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other 
disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be 
successful in this class should contact the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako 
Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order 
to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or 
call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines 
eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services. 

Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to manage the classroom 
environment to ensure a good learning climate for all students.  This means not talking when 
the professor is talking,  following instructions, and speaking and acting respectfully to the 
professor and fellow students.  For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html

Academic integrity:   In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are 
promoted and supported at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted standards 
of academic honesty, including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, 
falsification, misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The University 
shall consistently hold students accountable for instances of academic dishonesty and apply 
appropriate consequences.  For more information, see the Student Academic Misconduct section 
of DSU policy at http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html

Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the 
links for each one to get more information.

If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center 
located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit 
them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/

If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the fourth floor 
of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit them online at 
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/

If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith Computer 
Center or the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, or third floors.
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If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can 
get information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/

The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State University 
Library on the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, or go to the library 
website at http://library.dixie.edu/
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