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ENGL 2010 - Introduction to Writing 

T/Th:  7:30 – 8:45 MCDON Rm. 207 

Term: Fall 2012 

Professor: Terri Hennessy  

E-mail: hennessy@dixie.edu 

 Telephone: 435-632-2332  

Office Hours: M W 7:00-8:00 AM, MCDON Rm. 207 

    T/Th 7:00–7:30 AM, MCDON Rm. 207 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Required Textbook:  The Craft of Research, Third Edition, Wayne C. Booth, Gregory 
G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  The textbook is used extensively throughout the 
semester, so always bring the textbook to class. 
 
Other Required Materials:  

- Student’s choice of one biography or autobiography about or by a person of 
consequence related to the chosen immersion topic to be approved by the 
professor 

- A good style and formatting handbook of the student’s choice 
- Notebook paper and pen/pencil for in class writing and note taking 

 
Canvas is mandatory and will be used for required reading, submitting assignments, 
tracking assignments and due dates, posting announcements, tracking grades, posting 
and accessing helpful links, and providing documents for download.  Canvas is 
accessed via www.dixie.edu/lmsonline/.  You’ll need your campus username and 
password to gain access.  You should check with the http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ or 
call 435-652-7951 with questions or concerns about Canvas access. 
 

http://www.dixie.edu/lmsonline/
http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
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Instructor Assistance: Feel free to come by during office hours or schedule an 
appointment with me to discuss your writing or other class concerns. You may also 
email me with questions or concerns.  Please don’t be shy about approaching me; that 
is what I’m here for! 
 
ENG2010, Intermediate Writing: This course partially fulfills General Education 
English requirement.  Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, 
including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of 
essays.  Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to 
help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will 
demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in 
correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately 
citing the work of others.  Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 
(can be concurrently enrolled).  
 
 Overall English Department Mission Statement: The English Department at Dixie 
State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language 
and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 
evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical 
essays.  

 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition): As a subset to the English Department, 
the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the department and the 
overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 
skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ 
written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, 
developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 
 
Writing Requirements: Students in this course will:    

 Write four short papers (at least 1,500 words total) that will become components 
of the immersion project.  These papers will be in the areas of description, cause 
and effect, and argumentation or persuasion.  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates the four short 
papers into the overall project and includes a sufficient number of credible 
sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least six sources (in preparation for the 
10-12 page research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on 
early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 
words) 
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Course Writing Requirements: Students in this course will:  By the end of English 

2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 
 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement 

that will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and 

presentation of support material. 
 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of 

repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and 
parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write 
individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce 
the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring 
the discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize 
key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer 

adequate supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need 

for precise expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active 

and precise verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt 

and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading 

ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

Reading, Writing and Thinking Objectives: By the end of English 2010, students will 

demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and 

audience. 
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 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 
 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

Research and Source Supported Writing Objectives: By the end of English 2010, 

students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   
 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and 

the variety of electronic databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 

bibliographic form, and research paper format. 
 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: Students with medical, 
psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, 
accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the 
DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 
determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive 
services or accommodations. DRC is located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid 
Office. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC 
Coordinator determines eligibility and authorizes the provision of services.  
 
Student Support Services: 
 
Library http://library.dixie.edu 
Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing 
Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
College Academic Calendar: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar 
  
It is the student’s responsibility to review and note the very important dates in the 
Academic Calendar including add, drop, and withdrawal deadlines.   
 
Due Dates and Late Policy:  All homework and assignments must be turned in on 
assigned dates regardless of whether or not the student attends class that day. If a 
student is involved in student activities, please be extra aware of due dates and make 
sure to discuss options before late assignments become an issue. Check the academic 
calendar link (above) for important dates. 
 
Homework and assignments are not accepted late.  I know, at times, life happens 
and one thing must take priority over another.  Still, responsibilities of all types remain 
despite life’s interference. This policy reinforces the positive character traits of self 
responsibility, perseverance, and hard work despite the challenges life presents. This 
includes, but is not limited to job interference, not feeling well (including parents, 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
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children, and/or siblings), computer issues, sporting events, and arrival or departure of 
family members, to name a few. If there is a bona fide medical or family emergency, I 
will be happy work with you on due date accommodation and you should not hesitate to 
ask in that event. 
 
There is no make-up work and there is no extra credit. Those are secondary education 
concepts that do not translate to the college environment.   Please take this very 
seriously. If you would like to maximize your grade in this class you should plan to do so 
by completing all assignments on time and to the very best of your ability. 
 
Students are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates based on the 
syllabus and Canvas announcements. Students absent from campus with the sanction 
of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if the instructor has 
been consulted and arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE of the scheduled 
activity. We will adhere to the policies set out by DSC in the “Policies for Absences 
Related to College Functions.”  
 
Original Work Policy:  All work completed in this class must be original to the student 
and original to this class session. This means if a student is repeating this class any 
work completed in any previous class may not be used in this class.   
 
Academic Honesty: This class is set up to give students the greatest chance possible 
at not only passing the class but also at making the most excellent grade they can. 
Please do not abuse my trust by turning in work that is not your own. Plagiarism is 
cheating and will be treated seriously.  
 
You should have a strong foundation for proper style formatting from your ENGL 1010 
(or equivalent) class.  We will review proper citation strategies during the course of the 
semester and we will take those strategies to the next level of academic excellence.  
Simply put, if what you are writing is not your own idea from your own common 
knowledge, then readers need to know where the information comes from.  All 
researched information must be properly cited for this class using either MLA or APA 
style citation.  
 
For citation information, check the Dixie State College Research Paper Guide at 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (the Purdue OWL) at 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/, the Modern Language Association online 
http://www.mla.org/, or  
The American Psychological Association style guide online http://www.apastyle.org/.  
 
Mandatory Conferences: There is one mandatory student/teacher conference during 
the semester just prior to midterm grade submission.  To receive any credit for 
attendance, students must arrive at the conference time they sign up for and must have 
with them all required materials. Missing a conference means zero points. I conduct 
these meetings in the library on an individual basis. Do not wait for the conference if you 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.mla.org/
http://www.apastyle.org/
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need help; please contact me to arrange a time to meet. I am happy to help, but I don’t 
know you need help unless you ask! 
 
Telephone, personal computers and/or iPods: Please ensure telephones, tablets, 
notebooks and/or iPods are turned off during class unless specific permission is given.  
 
Disruptive Behavior:  While it is rarely a problem, disruptive behavior will not be 
tolerated in class.  I expect that everyone will always be respectful, cooperative and 
supportive of all students and your professor at all times.    
  
The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures Reads as Follows:  
 
3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE  
 
34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State 
College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other 
person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State 
College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by:  
 
34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,  
 
34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,  
 
34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or  
 
34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, 
place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student.  
 
34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 
classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or 
college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may 
dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course.  
 
34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may 
appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-
35)  
 
Overall Course Grade: 
 
Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall: they are honor grades. 
 
A grade of C is average and indicates that you have completed the requirements 
acceptably.  
 
Lower grades indicate a failure to meet minimum requirements. 
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Grading Scale: There are a total of 1500 points possible in this class.  On the class 
schedule you will see a column labeled Earned/Possible.  This is where you can track 
the grade you have earned for each assignment against the possible points.     
 

Grading Scale 
 
95-100=A 
90-94=A- 
88-89=B+ 
85-87=B 
80-84=B- 
78-79=C+ 
75-77=C 
70-74=C- 
68-69=D+ 
65-67=D 
60-64=D- 
59 and below=F 
 

Attendance: Constant attendance and regular participation are essential components 
in all college courses. Regular attendance is expected. Learning will not occur if you do 
not attend. In the case of an absence, please do not ask “what did I miss?” I do not 
teach the same class twice for the benefit of an absent student regardless of the reason 
for the absence.   
 
Letter grades: Letter grades on writing assignments will be assigned according to the 
following criteria:  
 
A: Perhaps the principle characteristic of the “A” paper is its rich content. Some people 
describe that content as “meaty,” others as “dense,” still others as “packed.” The 
information delivered is such that one feels significantly taught by the author, sentence 
after sentence, paragraph after paragraph. The “A” paper is also marked by stylistic 
finesse: the title and opening paragraph are engaging; the transitions are artful; the 
phrasing is tight, fresh, and highly specific. The “A” paper, because of its careful 
organization and development, imparts a feeling of wholeness and unusual clarity. 
Sources will be well documented. Student presents the paper professionally and in 
proper MLA or APA format. If the work is exceptional and far exceeds standards it is 
considered A work.  
 
B: This paper is significantly more than competent. Besides being almost free of 
mechanical errors, the “B” paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in 
both quantity and interest-value. Its specific points are logically ordered, well developed, 
and unified around an organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper. The 
opening paragraph draws the reader in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and 
thematically related to the opening. The transitions between the paragraphs are for the 
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most part smooth; the sentence structures are pleasingly varied. The diction of the “B” 
paper is typically much more concise and precise than that found in the “C” paper. 
Occasionally, this diction even shows finesse and how memorable it is. Work is 
presented professionally, and MLA or APA format are followed. It is very well done and 
clearly meets all assignment criteria. If you have done the work and met 
requirements, this is considered B work. 
 
C: This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical 
errors, and is reasonably well-organized and developed. The actual information it 
delivers, however, seems thin and commonplace. One reason for that impression is that 
the ideas are typically cast in the form of vague generalizations that prompt the 
confused reader to ask marginally: “In every case?” “Exactly how large?” “Why?” “But 
how many?” Stylistically, the “C” paper has other shortcomings as well: the opening 
paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph offers only a perfunctory 
wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, besides 
being a bit choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence monotonous) subject-verb-object 
patterns; and the diction is marred by repetitions, redundancy, and imprecision. Sources 
are documented in MLA format but are presented in a stylistically uncertain manner. 
The “C” paper, while it gets the job done, lacks imagination, scope, substance and/or 
intellectual rigor.  
 
D-F: These are papers that do not reflect competence in composition. Papers lack 
recognizable structure or organization. Arguments may not be supported with credible 
evidence. The papers do not respond to the assignment or have mechanical and 
grammatical errors that hinder reader understanding. Writing seems perfunctory–not 
well thought out. Sentences do not progress in a logical order or do not follow accepted 
sentence structures. Student relies heavily upon clichès, slang, double-talk, or jargon. 
Student did not follow conventions of punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Paragraphs 
are not well developed. Ideas are not well supported. Student has not documented 
sources properly.  
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Class Schedule 

This is a tentative weekly class schedule.  I reserve the right to change this 
schedule at any time, so pay attention to announcements in class and pay 
attention to Canvas notifications of any changes.  Specific instructions will be 
given each class meeting.   Please bring the textbook to every class meeting! 

Canvas www.dixie.edu/lmsonline/ 

  
Class Date 

 
Class Activities 

Week 1 
Aug 21, 23 
 
 
 

Reading:  
Unless otherwise directed, all reading is expected to be 
completed each week before the Tuesday class begins.  Bring the 
textbook to class every class meeting without exception.  The 
textbook drives the lessons, so your familiarity with and access 
to the text is essential. 
 
Textbook, Part 1, Prologue, Chapters 1 (Thinking in Print) and 2 
(Connecting with your Reader), p. 3-27 
Syllabus 
 
Deliverable(s): None, but you can begin work on diagnostic 
writing (found in Canvas assignments) so as not to fall behind 
next week 
 
Activities: 
Course description/syllabus review 
Diagnostic pre-test 
Canvas 
Diagnostic writing 
Immersion project (IP) overview  
  

Week 2 
Aug 28, 30 

Reading:  
Textbook, Part II, Prologue, Chapters 3 (From Topics to Questions) 
and 4 (From Questions to a Problem), p. 31-67 
 
Deliverable(s):  
Diagnostic writing assignment (submit via Canvas)(due midnight Aug 
28) 
Topic analysis exercise: substantively answer Step 1, 2 and 3 
questions, from the textbook, p. 46-47 (due Tues, Aug 28, in class) 
Reader analysis exercise, substantively answer Checklist for 
Understanding your Readers, textbook, p. 26-27 (due Thurs, Aug 30, 

http://www.dixie.edu/lmsonline/
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in class) 
 
Activities: 
IP structure and requirements 
Topic and reader analysis 
Research question 
Practical versus conceptual 
 

Week 3 
Sep 4, 6 

Reading: 
Textbook, Part II, Chapters 5 (From Problems to Sources) and 6 
(Engaging Sources), p. 68-101 
  
Deliverable(s):  
IP research question (due in class, Tues, Sep 4 AND submit via 
Canvas, midnight Sept 4) 
“What I Know” narrative (submit via Canvas, midnight Sept 6) 
    
Activities: 
Research question 
 “What I Know” narrative 
Immersion journal project 
Sources 
Biography or autobiography overview 
 

Week 4 
Sep 11, 13 

Reading: Sources and immersion material 
Textbook, Part IV, Prologue and Chapter 12 (Planning), p. 173-186 
and Chapter 13, Drafting your Report, p. 187-202 
  
Deliverable(s):   
Biography or autobiography of choice (submit via Canvas, midnight 
Sept 13) 
 
Activities: 
Out in the world, Immersion Journal 
Immersion Journal check-in (optional) 
 

Week 5 
Sep 18, 20 

Reading:  
Biography/autobiography 
Textbook, Chapter 16 (Introductions and Conclusions), p. 232-248 
 
Deliverable(s): 
Immersion Journal (due in class Tues, Sept 18) 
 
Activities: 
Immersion journal review and discussion 
Planning 
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Introduction and conclusion element 
 

Week 6 
Sep 25, 27 

Reading:  
Biography/autobiography (first ¼) 
  
Deliverable(s): 
Biography/autobiography journal #1 reflecting reading of first ¼ of 
book (submit via Canvas, midnight Sept 27) 
Introduction and conclusion element draft (due in class for peer 
review, Thurs, Sept 27) 
 
Activities: 
Student/teacher folio meeting sign-up sheet 
Source journal 
Annotated bibliographies 
Peer review 
 

Week 7 
Oct 2, 4 

Reading:  
Biography/autobiography (first1/2) 
  
Deliverable(s): 
Biography/autobiography journal #2 reflecting reading of first1/2 of 
book (submit via Canvas, midnight Oct 4) 
Final introduction/conclusion element (submitted via Canvas, midnight 
Oct 4) 
Source Journal (due at student/teacher meeting) 
 
Activities:  
Student/teacher meetings 
 

Week 8 
Oct 9, 11 

Reading: None 
  
Deliverable(s): None 
 
Activities: 
Tuesday - reading and writing day 
Semester break 
Midterm grades posted Wednesday, Oct 10 
 

Week 9 
Oct 16, 18 

Reading:  
Biography/autobiography (first 3/4)  
Descriptive and Expository essays, the Purdue OWL 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/03/ 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/ 
 
Deliverable(s): 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/03/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/
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Biography/autobiography journal #3 reflecting reading of first 3/4 of 
book (submit via Canvas, midnight Oct 18) 
 
Activities: 
Descriptive/expository component 
 

Week 10 
Oct 23, 25 

Reading:  
Biography/autobiography (finish the book) 
 
Deliverable(s): 
Biography/autobiography journal #4 reflecting reading of the entire 
book (submit via Canvas, midnight Oct 25) 
Descriptive/expository component due in class for peer review (Oct 25) 
  
Activities: 
 Writing day 
 Peer review 
 

Week 11 
Oct 30, 
Nov 1 

Reading: 
Cause and effect reading 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/cause_effect.h
tm 
http://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Cause.html 
http://www.wju.edu/arc/handouts/cause_effect.pdf 
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/style_purpose_strateg
y/cause_effort.html 
 
Deliverable(s):  None 
  
Activities: 
Cause and effect component 
Writing Day 
 

Week 12 
Nov 6, 8 

Reading: 
Textbook, Part III, Prologue, Chapters 7, 8 and 9,  p. 105-138 
 
Deliverable(s):  
Cause and effect component due in class for peer review (Tues, Nov 
6) 
Final cause and effect component due via Canvas (midnight Thurs, 
Nov 8) 
 
Activities: 
Acknowledgements, responses, and warrants 
Persuasive component 
 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/cause_effect.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/cause_effect.htm
http://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Cause.html
http://www.wju.edu/arc/handouts/cause_effect.pdf
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/style_purpose_strategy/cause_effort.html
http://www.butte.edu/departments/cas/tipsheets/style_purpose_strategy/cause_effort.html
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Week 13 
Nov 13, 15 

Reading:  
Textbook, Part III, Chapters 10 and 11, p. 139-170 
 
Deliverables: Persuasive component proposal 
  
Activities: 
Making and supporting claims 
Reasons and evidence 
Logical fallacies 
 

Week 14 
Nov 20, 22 

Reading: None 
 
Deliverable(s): None 
 
Activities: 
Writing day 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

Week 15 
Nov 27, 29 

Reading:   
Textbook, Part IV, Chapter 14, p. 203-212 and Chapter 17, p. 249-269 
 
Deliverable(s): 
Persuasive component draft due in class for peer review, Tuesday, 
Nov 27 
Persuasive component final due via Canvas, midnight Thursday, Nov 
29 
 
Activities: 
Peer review 
Visual evidence component 
Biography/autobiography integration 
Final IP consolidation 
 

Week 16 
Dec 4, 6 

Reading: Textbook, Park IV, Chapter 15, p. 213-231 and Part V, p. 
273-276 
 
Deliverable(s):  Final IP portfolio due class, no later than 8:30 AM, 
Thursday, Dec 6 
 
Activities: 
Reading and writing days 
 

Week 17 
Dec 10-14 

Final Exam 
Time TBD 
 

 


