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Mr. Dustin Jackson 
Email: djackson@dixie.edu (or Blackboard) 
Office: MCDON 115 
Office Phone: (435) 879-4246 (email is best) 
Office Hours:  M 9:00 a.m.-9:50 a.m., 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
  T 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

W 9:00 a.m.-9:50 a.m., 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
F 9:00 a.m.-9:50 a.m. 

ENGL 2010 – 15 
Credit Hours: 3 
Classroom: MCDON 207 
Class Time: MWF 11:00 a.m.-11:50 a.m. 
Course Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 and LIB 1010 
Writing Center: BWN 105, 652-7629, owl@dixie.edu, and Online Writing Lab: http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
Browning Library: Next to Browning Building, library.dixie.edu, and 652-7714 
 

ENGL 2010 
Intermediate Writing: America in Popular Culture 

 

 
 

SYLLABUS 
Schedule is subject to change WITH notice 

 

AUGUST 
Week 1 23 – Introduction and Group Activity 

25 – Department Pre-Test 
Mirror on America (MA) 1-30 
Unit One: Non-Fiction 
Quiz 1 Due – Ch. 1 and 3 Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum (W&R) 1-3, 34-49, and 76-98 (Due 25 Aug by Midnight) 
29 – Ali‘s ―Do I look Like Public Enemy Number One?‖ (MA 50-55) 
Kee‘s ―Naming Our Destiny‖ (MA 72-79) 
The Office‘s ―Diversity Day‖ 
Quiz 2 Due – Ch. 6 W&R 190-209 and MA 31-42 (Due 30 Aug by Midnight) 

  

Week 2 30 – Ginsberg‘s Howl and ―Supermarket in California‖ (ONLINE) 
  Trudeau‘s ―My Inner Shrimp‖ (MA 107-10) 
  Barden‘s ―My New Nose‖ (MA 133-38) 
  Nye‘s ―White Coals,‖ ―Broken Clocks,‖ and ―Speaking Arabic‖ (HANDOUT) 

SEPTEMBER 
1 – Star Trek: Enterprise‘s ―Carpenter Street‖ 
Quiz 3 Due – Ch. 5 W&R 146-89 (Due 1 Sep by Midnight) 
3 – The Hours 

 

Week 3 8 – NO SCHOOL 
  10 – Essay 1 Rough Draft Due 
  The Hours 

12 – The Hours 
   

Week 4 13 – Essay 1 Final Draft Due  
Unit Two: American Love  
Divakaruni‘s ―Doors‖ (ON RESERVE IN LIBRARY)  
Eliot‘s ―The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock‖ (ONLINE) 
15-17 – Group Presentations 
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Week 5 20-24 – Enchanted 
 

Week 6 27 – Essay 2 Rough Draft Due  
Unit Three: American Christianity 
Burroughs‘s ―Gave Proof Through the Night‖ (ON RESERVE IN LIBRARY) 
29 – South Park and Religion 

OCTOBER 
1 – Star Trek: Enterprise‘s ―Chosen Realm‖ 

  

Week 7  4 – Review for Midterm Exam 
6 – Research Essay Introduction 
8 – Essay 2 Final Draft Due  
Unit Four: American Education 

 

Week 8 1 – O‘Conner‘s ―Like‖ (MA 159-62) 
White‘s ―Corporate Names and Products Creep into Everyday Language‖ (MA 163-65) 
Moore‘s ―Rules of Thumbs: Love in the Age of Texting‖ (MA 182-89) 
3 – Essay 3 Abstract Due 
The Office‘s ―Dunder Miflin Infinity, Parts I and II‖ 
5 – FALL BREAK (MIDTERM EXAM IN TESTING CENTER-TAKE BEFORE BREAK) 

 

Week 9 18 – Specter‘s ―Damn Spam‖ (MA 244-55) 
  Levy‘s ―iPod Nation‖ (MA 350-57) 
  Leo‘s ―The ‗Modern Primitives‖ (MA 128-32) 

20 – Annotated Bibliography Due  
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine‘s ―Little Green Men‖ 
22 – Schuchardt‘s ―Swoosh!‖ (MA 190-94) 
Alacron‘s ―Grand Mall Seizure‖ (MA 388-98) 
O‘Rourke‘s ―The Croc Epidemic‖ (MA 221-26) 
Walker‘s ―Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self‖ (MA 145-53) 
Miss Congeniality 

 

Week 10 25 – Yabroff‘s ―Drag Hags‖ (MA 295-99) 
Miss Congeniality 
25 – Miss Congeniality 

  29 – Five pages of Essay 3 Rough Draft Due (Can be print or email) 
  Chan‘s ―Identity in a Virtual World‖ (MA 123-27)  
  South Park‘s ―You Have Zero Friends‖ (Optional)  

 

NOVEMBER 
Week 11 1-3 – Individual Conferences  
 

Week 12 8 – Essay 3 Final Draft Due 
10-12 – Star Trek: Voyager‘s ―Future‘s End, Parts I and II‖ 
 

Week 13 15-19 – Fahenheit 451 
 

Week 14 22 – Fahenheit 451 
24-26 – NO SCHOOL 

 

Week 15 29 – Star Trek: Voyager‘s ―11:59‖  

DECEMBER 
1-3 – Individual Presentations 
Optional Revision Essay Due 
Extra Credit Due 
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Week 16 26-30 – Individual Presentations 
 

Week 17 15 – 10:00 a.m. Final Exam (with Department Post-Test) 
   

 
  

Required Text 
 

1. Mirror on America: Essays and Images from Popular Culture, Fourth ed. 
2. Fahrenheit 451 
3. Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, Tenth ed. (ON RESERVE IN LIBRARY) 
4. Other texts ON RESERVE IN LIBRARY or available ONLINE 

 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives 
 

This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several times throughout this term, 
you will be an active participant in class.  We will focus just as much on the process of writing as on the final product of each 
paper.  The main purpose of English 2010 is to help you better communicate your ideas clearly and effectively (in 
writing) to an audience of college-educated adults in academic settings.  This course will also help you become a better, 
clearer thinker—in ways that will help you within college, and beyond.  
 
English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay—writing skills studied in English 1010. 
You will increase your capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order your thinking, and learn to 

communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  You will also receive training in the skills necessary for written-communication demands in 
college, on the job, and as citizens. To reach those objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise.   
 
The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and library research in which you will get to demonstrate an 
understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to enable competent and successful research.  
 

General Minimum Writing Requirements  
 
Students in this course will:  

 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in expository genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect.     

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library‘s 
article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias and/or Utah‘s catalog).    

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words) 
 

Late Policy 
 
All essays and drafts are due when noted on the syllabus.  If rough drafts or abstract to Essay 3 is late, only half the 
points will be given for that portion of the assignment. For every day a final draft or the annotated bibliography is 
late, your grade for the essay will drop a full letter grade. You may drop the late essay off to me during my office 
hours or email it to me. (If a legitimate emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know 
about it as soon as is humanly possible). 
 

Attendance Policy 
 
You have paid to take this course, and learning in this environment ensures that you will get your money‘s worth 
for the three credits. I realize that emergencies come up in life. Therefore, I will allow each student to miss five 
class periods. If a student misses six times, the highest grade to be achieved will be a B+. If a student misses nine 
times, the highest grade to achieve is a C+, etc. From missing the class and being late, student can make up three 
quizzes. 
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Format for All Typed Assignments 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Writing Center 
  
Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses. 
The Writing Center‘s mission is to help writers improve their composition assignments through a process of invention, writing 
and revision. The Writing Center is not a proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, 
instructions and tips to help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 

Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. While the 
Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are strongly recommended, particularly during high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and 
the days leading to finals. While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab (OWL), which can be 
accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If 
you use this service, allow a few days for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until Thursday 
night to submit the paper to the Writing Center.   
 

Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism is very serious and could cause you to fail this course. If you use someone else‘s ideas without affirming that those are that person‘s idea, 
you have plagiarized. If you use someone else‘s exact words without quoting the person and stating the person‘s name, you have plagiarized. For 
example, you should write: Jones elaborates, ―Yada yada yada‖ (101). To avoid plagiarism, every time you use someone else‘s ideas or words, use an 
in-text citation with a works cited page or references page. For example you should write: Jones explains [idea in your own words] (132-35). 
 
If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my attention while you are drafting your essay 
(rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in 
your writing. 

 

                          Last Name 1 

Your First and Last Name 

Mr. Dustin Jackson 

ENGL 2010 – 15 

23 August 2010 (Date of printout in this order) 

Title with No Bold, Underline, or Quotation Marks Around It: 

Subtitle Goes Here If You Have One  

 The body of your essay should be evenly double-spaced with no extra spaces between 

paragraphs.  Please avoid flowery fonts as well as large or small font sizes.  Times New Roman 

12 is MY REQUIRED font.  Also, Microsoft Word users, remember that you will have to change 

margins to 1 inch.   Please number your pages.   
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Quizzes 
 

Quizzes 1-3 will be quizzes on Blackboard that all students can take unlimited amount of times. Students must complete these quizzes when I 

have indicated. I will conduct the other quizzes in class on random days. From missing the class and being late, student can make up three 

quizzes. The peer reviews that are on Blackboard also count as a quiz. For those quizzes, each student will read two other essay and answer 

specific questions concerning the other students‟ essays. 

 

Optional Revision Essay 
 

I know that most people “bomb” an essay because of circumstances in life. Therefore, I will allow you to make up Essay 1 or Essay 2 if your 

score was lower than you prefer. I will need that essay BY 3 December. Student cannot turn in an essay that they did not turn in on the first 

due date, and students cannot receive the points that I deducted for the essay being late. 

 

Final Drafts and Exams 
 

The dates final drafts are due is on the syllabus. Follow these dates, or your grade will 

suffer. Bring a printed copy to class to turn in to me. I will try to return the essay the 

next week. However, I may not be able to finish them in time. They will be returned 

no more than two weeks after they were turned in to me. 

 

You will be tested with a midterm exam and a final exam. If you attend class, read the 

texts, and do the writing assignments, these exams should be simple. However, as you 

read, write, and attend class, you must be engaging in critical thinking. Each of these 

exams will also have an essay for you to compose. 

 

The Midterm Exam will include the information in the first, second, and third units. The movies this half of the semester, The Hours and 

Enchanted, will also be on the exam. The Star Trek: Enterprise episodes “Carpenter Street” and “Chosen Realm” will be on it as well as any 

music videos we watch in class or songs we listen to. The essay will have student engage with the concepts discussed in the third unit—

American Christianity—because that unit does not have a formal essay included in it. 

 

The Final Exam will be much less formal. Students will take the department post-test, and we will discuss the last sixty years of popular 

culture. Each student will write two paragraphs one concerning American popular culture and another concerning women in popular culture. 

The actual exam is not worth very many points because the research essay is more important in ENGL 2010. 

 

 

Essays One and Two 
 

For essay one, students will conduct an analyis of one of the products of popular culture in the first 

unit—American Dream. Student may analyze a poem, an essay, a music video, the Star Trek: 

Enterprise episode, a piece of artwork, or a specific element of the film, The Hours such as a theme or 

character. If a student wishes to analyze something else, the student much acquire permission from 

me before he or she begins composing the essay. The only requirement of the this essay is student can 

only discuss ONE product. This essay should be three to four pages in length. Essay two will use the 

rhetorical strategy of cause and effect. The student will take a theme, character, song, or other element from Enchanted and discuss effects on 

the concept of “love” for single Americans. The only requirement is that students must use Enchanted. This essay should be three to four pages 

in length. 

 

Essay Three 
 

This essay is the research essay for ENGL 2010. Students will select two different products of popular culture. These two products must differ 

in media. This means the student cannot discuss two films or two texts of literature. The students must use a film and a poem. Another option 

is a television episode with a product of artwork. Another option is a music video with a poem. We do not need to have discussed the products 

in class. Students can write on any two products they wish; however, the student must present two academic sources (i.e. from the article 

databases) before he or she begins composing the essay. For example, a student could compare the film Twilight to the online community of 

Facebook and discuss destructive dating behaviors if the student locates scholarly articles on this subject. I will post a sample essay of mine on 

Blackboard: “Sinking William Burroughs and Retroactive Robert Rauschenberg: A „Cut-up‟ and a Combine Reveal New Meaning for 

America.” In this essay I compare Burroughs‟s “Gave Proof Through the Night” with Rauschenberg‟s Retroactive 1. While comparing these two 

products, I adopt the methodology of this class by discussing what these products of popular culture say concerning America. The requirements 

of this essay are two media, six sources (four of which must be from the article databases or other authorized source), and adoption of the 

methodology of the course. This essay should be ten to twlve pages in length. 
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Dixie’s Semester Schedule 
 
23 Aug  Classwork Begins 
25 Aug  Last Day to Add Without Signature 
30 Aug  Drop fee begins ($10 per class) 
6 Sep  Labor Day 
7 Sep  $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
13 Sep  Pell Grant Census 
13 Sep  Last Day for Refund 
13 Sep  Last Day to drop without receiving a ―W‖ grade 
14 Sep  Courses dropped for non-payment 
17 Sep  Last Day to Add Classes 
1 Oct  Mid-Term Grades Due 
14-15 Oct  Semester Break 
18 Oct  Last Day to Drop/Audit Classes* 
12 Nov  Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 
16 Nov  Career Day** 
24-26 Nov  Thanksgiving Break 
10 Dec  Classwork Ends 
13-17 Dec  Final Exams 
 
* If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester‘s drop deadline. 
** Night classes still meet on this day. 
 

 
 

Dmail 
 
Also, important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, 
notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. Also, 
sometimes your instructor will email your entire class about important assignments and/or class information, and they will use students‘ Dmail accounts to 
do so. All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don‘t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select 

―Dmail‖ on the left for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail, so please check it 
often.  
 

Disability Statement 
 
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of that disability is required 
in order to receive services or accommodations. The Center Coordinator and staff can also assist you in analyzing your eligibility 
for services. Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a 
letter of accommodation to their professor from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 
classes. Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation process. The center is located 

in the Student Services Center, Edith Whitehead Building, Room #201, or you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 
 

Discrimination Policy 
 
In my class, I will not tolerate any discrimination or hateful remarks because of one‘s gender, race, sexual orientation, or religious affiliation. To elaborate, 
we will discuss gender, race, sexual orientation, and religion in this course, but as we converse on these topics, no one should say a hateful remark. 
 

Facebook Policy 
 
Some students wish to add me as a friend on Facebook. I am okay with this. I have a policy though. While you are in my class, your personal life and my 
personal life remain on Facebook and out of the classroom. However, if you have questions about assignments, you may use Facebook messages or Facebook 
chat to ask me. I have one bit of warning about the chat. I may not respond because my mom farms my Farmville farm. 
 

 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/
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Required Course Information 
 
Specific Objectives of the Course:   
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Identify a writer‘s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer‘s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer‘s tone, i.e., an author‘s attitude toward subject and audience. 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer‘s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
5. Analyze a writer‘s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning. 
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

  
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft 

writing, revising, and proofreading.  
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, arrangement, and 

presentation of material. 
4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and 

repeated key words and synonyms. 
5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole.   
6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and 

transitions. 
7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, make positive first 

impressions, and set the tone. 
8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  
9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and problems with subject/verb agreement 

and pronoun agreement.   
10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   
11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety. 

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.  
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.  
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

 Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 

 Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

 Use of long quotations. 

 Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations. 

 Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 
5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library‘s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, 

article databases, and Utah‘s catalog.  
6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and bibliographic form.  
7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.  
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Grading* 
 
Essay 1  Rough Draft (10)  ___    Final Draft (100) ___ 
Essay 2  Rough Draft (10)  ___    Final Draft (100) ___ 
Essay 3  Abstract (10)      ___     Annotated Bib. (50) ___     
 First Half of Rough Draft (20)  ___   Full Rough Draft (50) ___ 

Final Draft (250) ___ 
Optional Revision Essay ___ 
___ =600 Points for Essays 
 
Midterm Exam (120) ___ 
Final Exam (30) ___ 
___ =150 Points for Exams 
 
Quiz 1 (10) ___ 
Quiz 2 (10) ___ 
Quiz 3 (10) ___ 
Quiz 4 (5) ___ 
Quiz 5 (5) ___ 
Quiz 6 (5) ___ 
Quiz 7 (5) ___ 
Quiz 8 (5) ___ 
Quiz 9 (5) ___ 
Quiz 10 (5) ___ 
Quiz 11 (5) ___ 
Quiz 12 (5) ___ 
Quiz 13 (5) ___ 
Quiz 14 (5) ___ 
Quiz 15 (5) ___ 
Quiz 16 (5) ___ 
Quiz 17 (5) ___ 
Quiz 18 (5) ___ 
Quiz 19 (5) ___ 
Quiz 20 (5) ___ 
Quiz 21 (5) ___ 
___ =120 Points for Quizzes 
 
Group Presentation (40 Points) ___ 
Individual Presentation (90 Points) ___ 
___ =130 Points for Presentations 
 
_____ / 1,000 
 
 
 
930-1,000 : A 870-899: B+ 770-799: C+ 670-699: D+ 0-599: F 
900-929   : A- 840-869: B 740-769: C 640-669: D 
  800-839: B- 700-739: C- 600-639: D- 
 
 
*If I see a student has put forth much effort, I will reward some point on an individual basis. 
 

 

 


