
English 2010 Intermediate Writing 
Instructor: George Jantzen 
Office: Holland Building, Room 450 
Local Phone: 652-7828 
Toll-Free Phone: 1-877-DIXIE-50 (1-877-349-4350) 
Email: jantzen@dixie.edu 
 
The best way to communicate with me is to email me. Dropping by my office or calling 
me are less reliable ways to reach me.  
  

Course Description 
Hello everyone and welcome to English 2010—the Internet version. Our class will be 
conducted electronically, using Canvas. 
 
Because this is an Internet course, I expect you to possess basic knowledge of computers, 
software programs, email systems, and the Internet. You should have daily access to a 
computer that you know how to operate. You should know how word processing 
programs in general work. You should know how to send and receive email, as well as 
know how to attach files to your email messages and open attached files that are sent to 
you. You should know how to access and browse through the Internet. You must also 
learn how to use Canvas, the primary means of delivery for this course. 
 
If you lack any of these skills, please ask a friend, roommate, family member, and so 
forth to assist you. For several reasons, I cannot spend the time teaching anyone these 
basic skills. You must learn them on your own if you don't already possess them. 
 
You’ll note that our class’s home page shows a link titled Syllabus and list of 
assignments arranged by the date that they are due. The syllabus shows each and every 
assignment in our class and the dates that each assignment is due. Refer to this document 
often to know what reading and writing assignments are due. Each assignment is due on 
the date under which it is listed. So, if an assignment is listed under the date January 20, 
that assignment must be completed by that date. Written assignments must be submitted 
to me by midnight of the date due.  
 
Just as assignments must not be submitted late, they must not be submitted early either. 
You must submit assignments when they are due--not late or early. This way you are not 
rushing ahead of the syllabus, completing one assignment before you receive feedback 
from me on the previous one.  
 
When the syllabus states that a written document is due, click on the assignment that is 
due from the list on our home page. All of the short assignments can be completed within 
the submission box that is part of the assignment description window. Just click the 
Submit button when you are done and Canvas will send the assignment to me. 
 



Unlike the short assignments, all papers and outlines must be submitted in an attached 
MS Word file. So, after you finish a paper, click on the appropriate link in the 
Assignments document, attach your MS Word file, and click the submit button. Your 
paper will be forwarded to me. After I comment on and grade your paper, I will return 
your file as an attachment. Word processors other than MS Word will not work. Note that 
MS Word is not the same processor as Microsoft Works, a simple processor that usually 
comes free when you purchase a new computer. I cannot even open a Microsoft Works 
file. 
 
I will return all assignments within a week of you submitting them to me. If you haven’t 
received your assignment back from me within a week, something is wrong, and you 
must email me to let me know of this problem. 
 
Exceptions to submitting assignments to me are noted in the syllabus, such as with 
discussion board assignments.  
 
Having a computer at home is convenient, but not necessary as long as you can use a 
computer with Internet access. The College’s computer labs will, of course, be available 
to you. 
 
Since this class is an independent study, you will have to discipline yourself so that all 
assignments are turned in when due. Do not fall behind thinking that deadlines don’t 
matter in this class. They do, and students will be heavily penalized for not meeting them.  
 

Emailing Etiquette 
Each of your email messages should begin with a traditional salutation such as, “Dear 
Professor Smith.” Under no circumstances should you begin with a “Hey!” or “How’s it 
goin’?” Develop the habit of presenting yourself in a professional manner. 
 
When emailing professors include all necessary information, such as your full name, the 
class and section that you are in, a full description of the reason why you are emailing, 
and any additional contact information that you may deem necessary, such as cell phone 
or home phone number. 
 
Be aware that written communication can be misconstrued easily. Be careful with word 
choice and tone so that the nature of your message is not misinterpreted. Keep this in 
mind when reading email messages, too. What you may consider as a rude tone-of-voice 
may actually have been intended as a courteous and respectful note. When 
communicating via email, be polite, respectful, and tolerant. 
  
When carrying on a conversation via email over a period of several days, be sure to click 
the Reply button of each message so that all previous comments from both you and your 
professor will show. That way, each of you can easily follow the entire thread of the 
conversation. Don’t expect busy people to remember what you wrote a few days before. 
 



Course Objectives 
By the end of English 2010, successful students will have refined the rhetorical and 
grammatical skills practiced in freshmen composition courses, skills which include 
thinking clearly and independently and ordering that thinking to produce writing that 
communicates well. Specifically, they will be able to produce various types of  papers 
that incorporate source material in support of general statements. Students will be able to 
research information from libraries and other sources and will use a research style guide 
in their writings. In addition, they will have improved their writing abilities to respond to 
the writing of peers and professionals. 
 
English 2010 is an intensive reading and writing course that is designed to improve your 
ability to comprehend and construct argumentative discourse, particularly those that take 
place in an academic environment. The course will focus on those writing and thinking 
skills that predominate in college and professional environments. Such skills include the 
ability to summarize, synthesize, analyze, and evaluate what others have written.  
 

Learning Outcomes 
Students will achieve course goals in the following manner:  
  

Papers 
You will write three major papers in this course: a summary, a critique, and a synthesis 
paper. You must select an issue that you will be comfortable dealing with for the critique 
and synthesis papers. Almost any issue can be selected, whether it be at a local level 
(growth rate of St. George), at a state level (sales tax rate), a national level (welfare 
reform), or at an international level (foreign aid).  
 
You may choose any issue that pleases you, including a medical one (What is the best 
way to treat depression? Does attention deficit disorder really exist), an historical one 
(Who really assassinated JFK? What would have happened if Hitler didn't attack the 
Soviet Union?), a scientific one (Can humans colonize the planet Mars? Is the space 
station worth the investment?). Just about any issue will do; just make sure that people 
hold different opinions on the matter and that you can fairly easily obtain various articles 
and arguments about it. 
 
After selecting an issue, you must then research this issue, looking for at least eight 
authors who discuss your issue. At least five of these eight articles must be argumentative 
essays. Each one of these five arguments must represent a different view of the issue. 
These five essays must have one thing in common: they are all argumentative in nature. 
That is, if you are going to critique an essay written by a biologist, the biologists’ essay 
must argue for some point of view. For example, the biologist may argue that genetic 
research is immoral and should be stopped. The other three out of eight essays can be 
informative. At least five of your eight authors’ articles must come from either library 
print sources or library online databases, as opposed to Internet web sites. The remaining 



sources may come from a variety of sources: online library databases, Internet, books, 
journals, and so forth. Most importantly, do not rely solely on the Internet, which can be 
an unreliable source of information. Note that an online library database is not what I 
mean by the Internet. By Internet, I mean the web pages of organizations or private 
individuals. 
 

Final Drafts  
Final drafts submitted up to two days late will be penalized a full letter grade. Final drafts 
submitted after two days late will not be read and will receive a grade of zero.  
 
Be sure to submit the correct file to me when the final draft is due. If you mistakenly 
submit a rough draft, that is the paper I will grade. I will not accept second submissions 
of any assignment. 
 

Exercises, reading responses, and other non-paper 
assignments 
The course requires you to complete numerous assignments that are not papers. Such 
assignments include responding in writing to a reading assignment. Unlike papers, which 
may be submitted up to two days late with a penalty, these assignments must be 
submitted on the day that they are due. Late submission of these assignments will not be 
accepted. 
 
 
Additional statement about late assignments 
Each day, I receive requests from students to allow them to submit assignments after the 
due date even though our course description clearly states that I do not accept minor 
assignments late and papers only up to two days late. Each request is usually 
accompanied with a very good explanation as to why the assignment is late.  
 
I would like to be helpful and accept the late assignment when the reason seems 
compelling. However, as I hope you can see, I cannot be placed in a situation where I 
must evaluate each person's reason for submitting an assignment late. I cannot say, "This 
excuse is good enough, but that one isn't." That's an uncomfortable position to be in.  
 
Also, that wouldn't be fair to all students in my classes. Some students would be upset 
because their reason wasn't accepted, and other students would be upset because they 
went to a great deal of trouble to submit an assignment on time and now they hear that I 
am breaking the rules for other people.  
 
Such a situation isn't desirable. As I see it, the only way for me to operate fairly is to 
apply the rules in the same manner to all students. That's the only way that I can be fair to 
each one of you.  
 



So, if you cannot submit an assignment, please don't request that I make an exception to 
the rule just for you because I can't. Most of our assignments are worth only 10 points, so 
missing one or two isn't going to have a great impact on your grade. 
 
 
Statement about early submissions 
It is important for you to submit assignments when they are due, not late. . .and not early. 
I will not accept assignments that are submitted days in advance of their due date. If you 
must, you can submit an assignment the day before it is due. 
 
I want you to take your time with our assignments, submitting them in a timely order so 
that you learn from one assignment to the other, benefitting from my comments on each 
assignment. If you have extra time on your hands, instead of jumping ahead to a distant 
assignment, re-read the current one. 
 
 
 Required Textbook 
A Sequence for Academic Writing by Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen, Fifth 
Edition, published by Longman. 
Textbooks may be purchased at the Dixie State College bookstore in person or by 
contacting Randy Judd at (435) 652-7641 or judd@dixie.edu 
  

On the Public Nature of Writing 
Writing is an act of communication that requires the participation of at least two parties: 
author and reader. All forms of writing, except diary entries and other self-expressive 
forms, are a public matter in that authors are communicating their ideas with someone 
else. This concept applies to our class as well. Much of what you write in this class will 
be read by someone other than the teacher. For example, the papers you write will be 
reviewed by a fellow student. Excerpts from your work may be used by the class as 
examples. Your papers may be selected as examples for future classes. Of course, all 
papers that are publicly displayed in our class, future classes, or other pedagogical 
contexts, will remain anonymous. If you don’t want your work, or excerpts from it, 
displayed in such a manner, you must provide me with a written statement saying so. 
  

Grading 
The point value of each paper is shown below: 
Summary: 100 points 
Critique: 100 
Synthesis: 200 points 
Final examination: 100 points 
Exercises, reading responses, etc.: Most will be worth 10 points; some will be worth 20 
points. 
  



Proctoring assignments 
Because of college policy, our final examination and one other assignment must be 
proctored. That means you must provide a responsible and trustworthy person who will 
verify that you are indeed the person who completed these assignments. Most of you will 
complete these assignments in the college's testing center, so you needn't worry about 
finding a proctor. However, if you plan to take the exam outside the college's testing 
center, you must arrange for a proctor. Qualified proctors include other college's testing 
centers and city librarians. Friends, family members, or roommates may not serve as 
proctors. To have your proctor approved, you must contact the Dixie College Testing 
Center and complete the required form. Remember, if you plan to complete these 
assignments at the Dixie College Testing Center, none of this is necessary. 
   

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is serious offense, and may result in failure of the course or expulsion from 
the college. Remember, plagiarism occurs when you borrow someone else’s ideas, 
whether you present those ideas verbatim or in paraphrase.  When in doubt, cite the 
source by introducing it with a phrase such as, "According to Mr. Jones," and ending it 
with a parenthetical citation that refers to the author's last name and the page number 
from which you borrowed the information (Jones 52). See our textbook about proper 
MLA documentation. 
 
 
 
   



Other Useful Information 
 

Important dates to remember: 
 

Mon, Aug 25 Classes begin 
Thurs, Aug 28 Last day for waitlist 
Fri, Aug 29 Last day to add classes online 
Mon, Sep 1 Labor Day (no classes) 
Wed, Sep 4 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 
Wed, Sep 4 Residency Application deadline 
Tue, Sep 9 $50 Late registration/payment fee 
Mon, Sep 15 Last day for refund 
Mon, Sep 15 Pell Grant Census 
Mon, Sep 15 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 
Wed, Sep 17 Classes dropped for nonpayment 
Fri, Sep 19 Last day to add/audit classes 
Wed, Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associates Degree Graduation Application deadline 
Fri, Sep 28 Block classes begin* 
Wed, Oct 15 Midterm grades due 
Thurs & Fri, Oct 16-17 Semester break 
Mon, Oct 20 Last day to drop individual classes 
Mon, Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online 
Mon, Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application deadline 
Tue, Nov 11 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm) 
Fri, Nov 14 Last day for complete withdrawal 
Oct 17-20 Spring Registration Opens 
Wed-Fri, Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving break (no classes) 
Fri, Dec 12 Last day of classes 
Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19 Final exams 

 *See the Academic Calendar on the DSU website for more information on block 
deadlines 
 
Dmail:  Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account. 
This information includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of 
dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical 
to your success in this class and at DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned a 



Dmail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu 
and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for 
information sent to your Dmail email, so please check it often. 
 
University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what 
needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-
sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  
Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be 
found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other 
disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids 
to be successful in this class should contact the Disability Resource Center Coordinator 
(Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is 
required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the North 
Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. 
DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  
 
Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to manage the classroom 
environment to ensure a good learning climate for all students.  This means not talking 
when the professor is talking,  following instructions, and speaking and acting 
respectfully to the professor and fellow students.  For more details, please see the 
disruptive behavior policy at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 
 
Academic integrity:   In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct 
are promoted and supported at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted 
standards of academic honesty, including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, 
plagiarizing, falsification, misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or 
collaborating. The University shall consistently hold students accountable for instances of 
academic dishonesty and apply appropriate consequences.  For more information, see the 
Student Academic Misconduct section of DSU policy at 
http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html 
 
Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check 
out the links for each one to get more information. 

 
If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring 
Center located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 
431. You can visit them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the 
fourth floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit 
them online at http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

 



If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith 
Computer Center or the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, 
or third floors. 
 
If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  
You can get information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 
The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State 
University Library on the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, 
or go to the library website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 
 
 
Student Support Services and Important Dates 
 
For additional information about student support services and important dates in the 
college's academic calendar, click on the following link:  
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


