
English 3810: History and Structure of the English Language 

Contact Information 

Professor George R. Jantzen 

Office: Holland Building, Room 450 

Office phone: (435) 652-7828 

Office hours: MW 3 - 4:30, T Th 3 - 4 

Email address: jantzen@dixie.edu 

 

The best way to contact me is to email me. Dropping by my office or calling me are less reliable 

ways to reach me.  

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for 

the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

Course Description 

English 3810 is required of English majors and recommended for other students interested in the 

ways English has developed over time. This course will explore the origins and evolution of the 

English language by focusing on social, political, and linguistic developments over time.  The 

course will follow these developments through the Old, Middle and Early Modern periods and 

into the present.  Prerequisite:  ENGL 2010 (with a grade of C or better). 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to do the following: 

 

 name the periods of English history 

 describe the differences in language among the periods of English history 

 describe various events and people influential in the course of English history 

 describe the forces that propel languages to international prominence 

 name various linguists who were important in the study of Indo-European languages and 

explain each linguist’s contribution to this study 

 describe the processes by which languages change 

Required Texts 

A History of the English Language by Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable. Sixth Edition.  

A Companion to Baugh and Cable’s History of the English Language. 

Tests and Papers 

We will have a mid-term and a final examination, as well as a research paper in our class. Details 

about the examinations and the paper will be provided during the semester.  

 



The research paper must be submitted when due or it will receive a late penalty. Papers 

submitted up to two calendars days late, will receive a full letter-grade penalty. Papers submitted 

after two calendars days late will not be accepted and will receive a grade of zero.  

Class Participation 

All class meetings will require your active participation in workshops and various activities. You 

must come to class prepared to participate effectively in these activities by reading the assigned 

material and completing assigned work. 

Classroom behavior 

It is important that we treat each other with respect and courtesy. Such qualities characterize all 

professional environments, and I want our classroom to be a professional environment.  

 

To conduct yourself with respect and courtesy in class means that you will address your fellow 

students and me in a respectful manner. It also means that you will not engage in private 

conversations in class. Students who talk among themselves in class display rudeness and 

immaturity; such students distract me and make it more difficult for their classmates to 

concentrate on the day’s lesson. I will not tolerate rude and discourteous behavior in the 

classroom. If you do not behave well, I will drop you from the class.  

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is important, especially in a class that covers as much information as ours will. We 

will use our class meetings for a variety of activities, including lecture and workshops. 

Therefore, your attendance is crucial. You may be absent from three classes without suffering 

any penalty on your grade. The following table lists penalties for more than three absences. 

Four absences:  A final grade no higher than B+ 

Five absences: A final grade no higher than C+ 

Six absences: A final grade no higher than D 

Seven or more absences: Failure for the course 

Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is serious offense, and may result in failure of the course or expulsion from 

the college. Remember, plagiarism occurs when you borrow someone else’s ideas—

whether you present those ideas verbatim or in paraphrase and fail to cite your source or 

use quotation marks for verbatim borrowing.  When in doubt, cite the source. See your 

student handbook for more details.  

Grades 

 

Mid-term examination:  100 points 

Research Paper:  100 points 

Final examination:  100 points 

Class participation:  100 points 

 

A = 94-100; A- =90-93; B+ = 87-89; B = 84-86; B- = 80-83; C+ = 77-79; C = 74-76;  

C- = 70-73; D+ = 67-69; D = 64-66; D- = 60-63; F = less than 60.  

 



Other Useful Information 

 

Important dates to remember: 

 

Mon, Aug 25 Classes begin 

Thurs, Aug 28 Last day for waitlist 

Fri, Aug 29 Last day to add classes online 

Mon, Sep 1 Labor Day (no classes) 

Wed, Sep 4 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 

Wed, Sep 4 Residency Application deadline 

Tue, Sep 9 $50 Late registration/payment fee 

Mon, Sep 15 Last day for refund 

Mon, Sep 15 Pell Grant Census 

Mon, Sep 15 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 

Wed, Sep 17 Classes dropped for nonpayment 

Fri, Sep 19 Last day to add/audit classes 

Wed, Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associates Degree Graduation Application deadline 

Fri, Sep 28 Block classes begin* 

Wed, Oct 15 Midterm grades due 

Thurs & Fri, Oct 16-17 Semester break 

Mon, Oct 20 Last day to drop individual classes 

Mon, Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online 

Mon, Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application deadline 

Tue, Nov 11 Career Day (no classes before 4 pm) 

Fri, Nov 14 Last day for complete withdrawal 

Oct 17-20 Spring Registration Opens 

Wed-Fri, Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving break (no classes) 

Fri, Dec 12 Last day of classes 

Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19 Final exams 

 *See the Academic Calendar on the DSU website for more information on block 

deadlines 

 

Dmail:  Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail account. This 

information includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 

classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 

this class and at DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned a Dmail account. If you don't 

know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete 

instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so please 

check it often. 

../Dropbox/FYE%20Curriculum/Dropbox/www.dixie.edu


 

University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what needs to 

happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-sponsored activity 

(athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and 

follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 

 

Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other 

disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be 

successful in this class should contact the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako 

Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order 

to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 

652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines 

eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

 

Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to manage the classroom 

environment to ensure a good learning climate for all students.  This means not talking when the 

professor is talking,  following instructions, and speaking and acting respectfully to the professor 

and fellow students.  For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 

 

Academic integrity:   In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are 

promoted and supported at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted standards 

of academic honesty, including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, 

falsification, misrepresentation, and/or inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The University 

shall consistently hold students accountable for instances of academic dishonesty and apply 

appropriate consequences.  For more information, see the Student Academic Misconduct section 

of DSU policy at http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html 

 

Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the 

links for each one to get more information. 

 

If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center 

located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit 

them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 

If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the fourth floor 

of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit them online at 

http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

 

If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith Computer 

Center or the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, or third floors. 

 

If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can 

get information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 

The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State University 

Library on the 2
nd

, and 3
rd

 floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, or go to the library 

website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
http://library.dixie.edu/


Schedule 
 

August 26 

Class Introduction 

 

August 28 

In-class work 

 

September 2 

Read Chapter One of textbook 

 

September 4 

Re-read Chapter One 

 

September 9 

Read Chapter Two of textbook 

 

September 11 

Re-read Chapter Two 

 

September 16 

Read Chapter Three 

 

September 18 

Re-read Chapter Three 

 

September 23 

Review Chapter Three 

 

September 25 

Review Chapter Three 

September 30 

Review Chapter Three 

 

October 2 

Review Chapter Three 

 

October 7 

In-class activity 

 

October 9 

Read Chapter Four 

 

October 14 

Re-read Chapter Four 

 

October 16 - 17 Semester Break—No classes 

 

 



October 21 

Mid-term examination 

 

October 23 

Read Chapter Five 

 

October 28 

In-class activity 

 

October 30 

Read Chapter Six 

 

November 4 

Re-read Chapter Six 

 

November 6 

Read first half or so of Chapter Seven 

 

November 11 

Complete reading of Chapter Seven 

 

November 13 

Re-read Chapter Seven 

 

November 18 

Re-read Chapter Seven 

 

November 20 

Read Chapter Eight 

November 25 

Re-read Chapter Eight 

 

November 26 - 28   Thanksgiving—No classes 

 

December 2 

Read Chapter Nine 

 

December 4 

Re-read Chapter Nine 

 

December 9 

In-class activity 

 

December 11 

In-class activity 

 

December 16  

Final examination Time: 1 - 3 

 


