
English 2010 Intermediate Writing 

Instructor: George Jantzen 

Office: McDonald Building, Room 223 

Local Phone: 652-7828 

Toll-Free Phone: 1-877-DIXIE-50 (1-877-349-4350) 

Email: jantzen@dixie.edu 

Office hours:   Mondays 3-4 p.m. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays    2:30-4 

  Wednesdays     3-4  

 

The best way to communicate with me is to email me. Dropping by my office or calling 

me are less reliable ways to reach me.  

  

Course Description 
Hello everyone and welcome to English 2010—the Internet version. Our class will be 

conducted electronically, using Blackboard Vista. 

 

Because this is an Internet course, I expect you to possess basic knowledge of computers, 

software programs, email systems, and the Internet. You should have daily access to a 

computer that you know how to operate. You should know how word processing 

programs in general work. You should know how to send and receive email, as well as 

know how to attach files to your email messages and open attached files that are sent to 

you. You must also know how to access and browse through the Internet. You must also 

learn how to use Blackboard Vista, the primary means of delivery for this course. 

 

If you lack any of these skills, please ask a friend, roommate, family member, and so 

forth to assist you. For several reasons, I cannot spend the time teaching anyone these 

basic skills. You must learn them on your own if you don't already possess them. 

 

You must use MS Word to submit all assignments for this class.  

 

Since this class is an independent study, you will have to discipline yourself so that all 

assignments are submitted on time. Deadlines matter in this class, and students will be 

heavily penalized for not meeting them. 

 

Course Objectives 
By the end of English 2010, successful students will have refined the rhetorical and 

grammatical skills practiced in freshmen composition courses, skills which include 

thinking clearly and independently and ordering that thinking to produce writing that 

communicates well. Specifically, they will be able to produce various types of  papers 

that incorporate source material in support of general statements. Students will be able to 

research information from libraries and other sources and will use a research style guide 

in their writings. In addition, they will have improved their writing abilities to respond to 

the writing of peers and professionals. 



 

English 2010 is an intensive reading and writing course that is designed to improve your 

ability to comprehend and construct argumentative discourse, particularly those that take 

place in an academic environment. The course will focus on those writing and thinking 

skills that predominate in college and professional environments. Such skills include the 

ability to summarize, synthesize, analyze, and evaluate what others have written.  

 

Learning Outcomes 
Students will achieve course goals in the following manner:  

  

Papers 

You will write three major papers in this course: a summary, a critique, and a synthesis 

paper. You must select an issue that you will be comfortable dealing with for the critique 

and synthesis papers. Almost any issue can be selected, whether it be at a local level 

(growth rate of St. George), at a state level (sales tax rate), a national level (welfare 

reform), or at an international level (foreign aid).  

 

You may choose any issue that pleases you, including a medical one (What is the best 

way to treat depression? Does attention deficit disorder really exist), an historical one 

(Who really assassinated JFK? What would have happened if Hitler didn't attack the 

Soviet Union?), a scientific one (Can humans colonize the planet Mars? Is the space 

station worth the investment?). Just about any issue will do; just make sure that people 

hold different opinions on the matter and that you can fairly easily obtain various articles 

and arguments about it. 

 

After selecting an issue, you must then research this issue, looking for at least eight 

authors who discuss your issue. At least five of these eight articles must be argumentative 

essays. Each one of these five arguments must represent a different view of the issue. 

These five essays must have one thing in common: they are all argumentative in nature. 

That is, if you are going to critique an essay written by a biologist, the biologists’  essay 

must argue for some point of view. For example, the biologist may argue that genetic 

research is immoral and should be stopped. The other three out of eight essays can be 

informative. At least five of your eight authors’ articles must come from either library 

print sources or library online databases, as opposed to Internet web sites. The remaining 

sources may come from a variety of sources: online library databases, Internet, books, 

journals, and so forth. Most importantly, do not rely solely on the Internet, which can be 

an unreliable source of information. Note that online library databases is not what I mean 

by the Internet. By Internet, I mean the personal web pages of organizations or private 

individuals. 

 

Final Drafts  

Final drafts submitted up to two days late will be penalized a full letter grade. Final drafts 

submitted after two days late will not be read and will receive a grade of zero. 



  

Exercises, reading responses, and other non-paper 
assignments 
The course requires you to complete numerous assignments that are not papers. Such 

assignments include responding in writing to a reading assignment. Unlike papers, which 

may be submitted up to two days late with a penalty, these assignments must be 

submitted on the day that they are due. Late submission of these assignments will not be 

accepted. 

 

After I grade your assignment, I will attach it to an email message addressed to you. 

When you receive the email message, double-click the name of the attached file in order 

to open it. There, you will see my comments in the margin of your work as soon as you 

open the file. I customarily return all work within seven days of receiving it. If you 

haven't received an assignment back from me within seven days, something is wrong, so 

you must with me. 

 

Writing in this class will be total approximately 4,000 words.     

  

Required Textbook 
A Sequence for Academic Writing by Laurence Behrens and Leonard J. Rosen, Fourth 

Edition, published by Longman. 

 

Textbooks may be purchased at the Dixie State College bookstore in person or by 

contacting Randy Judd at (435) 652-7641 or judd@dixie.edu 

  

On the Public Nature of Writing 
Writing is an act of communication that requires the participation of at least two parties: 

author and reader. All forms of writing, except diary entries and other self-expressive 

forms, are a public matter in that authors are communicating their ideas with someone 

else. This concept applies to our class as well. Much of what you write in this class will 

be read by someone other than the teacher. For example, the papers you write will be 

reviewed by a fellow student. Excerpts from your work may be used by the class as 

examples. Your papers may be selected as examples for future classes. Of course, all 

papers that are publicly displayed in our class, future classes, or other pedagogical 

contexts, will remain anonymous. If you don’t want your work, or excerpts from it, 

displayed in such a manner, you must provide me with a written statement saying so. 

  

Grading 
The point value of each paper is shown below: 

Summary: 100 points 



Critique: 100 

Synthesis: 200 points 

Final examination: 100 points 

Exercises, reading responses, etc.: Most will be worth 10 points; some will be worth 20 

points. 

  

Proctoring the final examination 
Because of a new college policy our final examination must be proctored. That means 

you must provide a responsible and trustworthy person who will verify to me that you are 

indeed the person who took the final examination. 

  

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is serious offense, and may result in failure of the course or expulsion from 

the college. Remember, plagiarism occurs when you borrow someone else’s ideas, 
whether you present those ideas verbatim or in paraphrase.  When in doubt, cite the 

source by introducing it with a phrase such as, "According to Mr. Jones," and ending it 

with a parenthetical citation that refers to the author's last name and the page number 

from which you borrowed the information (Jones 52). See our textbook about proper 

MLA documentation. 

 

Rebelmail email accounts 
Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account.  

This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of 

dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical 

to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a 

Rebelmail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held 

responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often. 

 

Disability Resource Center 
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will 

substantially limit a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on 

the main campus.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your 

eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are 

appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you have any questions concerning 

this process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; we are located in the Student 

Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

 

http://mail.dixie.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.dixie.edu

