
English 3030—Advanced Writing 

Instructor: Professor George Jantzen 

Office: McDonald Building, Room 223 

Phone: 652-7828 

Email: jantzen@dixie.edu 

Office hours:   Monday and Wednesday: 2:30-4:30; Tuesdays 3-4 

 

The best way to communicate with me is to email me. Dropping by my office or calling 

me are less reliable ways to reach me.  

 

Course Description and Objectives 
The goal of this course is to improve students’ writing by cultivating composition and 

analytical skills, broadening ability to write in various genres (excluding poetry and 

fiction), enhancing understanding of written communication and its processes, and 

developing and refining uses of voice within various writing styles.  Required of English 

majors and also open to other interested students, as space permits.    

Learning Outcomes 

 

Students will achieve course goals through:     

 

 Writing assignments that will comprise an assortment of genres, including several 

of the following: analytic essays, rhetorical analyses, proposals, research papers, 

reports, argumentation, memoir, profile essays, travel articles, sports writing, 

humor writing, literary journalism, scientific writing, technical writing and nature 

writing.   

 

 Reading a variety of texts, which will include scholarly works on rhetorical theory 

and the composing process, as well as texts that model the various genres in 

which they will compose.    

 

 Understanding their writing processes and how these processes can be improved.     

 

 Understanding the impact of audience and purpose within a variety of rhetorical 

contexts, including at least one assignment that is written for, and sent to, a 

specific audience or publication.   

 

 Completing at least one assignment in the mode of an extended business or 

science document, using outside sources.   

 

 Completing at least one assignment in which students conduct primary research.   
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Required Materials 

 

Zinsser, William. On Writing Well. 30
th

 Anniversary ed.  

 

Williams, Joseph. Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace. 4th ed. New York: Pearson, 

2008. 

 

On the Public Nature of Writing 

Writing is an act of communication that requires the participation of at least two parties: 

author and reader. All forms of writing, except diary entries and other self-expressive 

forms, are a public matter in that authors are communicating their ideas with someone 

else. This concept applies to our class as well. Virtually everything you write in this class 

will be read by someone other than the teacher. For example, every paper you write will 

be reviewed by a fellow student. Excerpts from your work may be used in class as 

examples. Your papers may be selected as examples for future classes. Of course, all 

work that is publicly displayed in our class, future classes, or other pedagogical contexts, 

will remain anonymous. If you don’t want your work displayed in such a manner, you 

must provide me with a written statement saying so. 

 

Classroom behavior 

It is important that we treat each other with respect and courtesy. Such qualities 

characterize all professional environments, and I want our classroom to be a professional 

environment.  

 

To conduct yourself with respect and courtesy in class means that you will address your 

fellow students and me in a respectful manner. It also means that you will not engage in 

private conversations in class. Students who talk among themselves in class display 

rudeness and immaturity; such students distract me and make it more difficult for their 

classmates to concentrate on the day’s lesson. I will not tolerate rude and discourteous 

behavior in the classroom. If you do not behave well, I will drop you from the class.  

 

Grading 

The following is a set of guidelines to help you determine what you need to do to get the 

grade you want. As with all guidelines, flexibility is important. The instructor reserves 

the right to apply these guidelines in a manner that he deems most fair to each student. 

The A student: 

Students who receive an A in the class will exhibit a number of qualities and 

accomplish a number of things. First, an A student will be polite and respectful in 

class, not engaging in private conversations or disrupting the class in any way. 

This student always will be prepared for class by having completed any and all 



homework assignments. An A student will have an excellent attendance record, 

with no more than three absences during the semester. A students will turn in all 

assignments on time. Furthermore, these assignments will be of outstanding 

quality, as determined by the teacher. 

The A- student: 

Students who receive an A- will exhibit nearly identical qualities as the A student, 

except that some assignments do not exhibit an outstanding quality. Instead, such 

assignments will possess an above average quality. 

The B+ student: 

The B+ students display the same in-class behavior as the A student, with no 

more than three absences, and may have turned in a few homework assignments 

late. Also, this student may come to class a few days not completely prepared for 

the day’s lesson. Virtually all of his or her work displays an above average 

quality. 

The B student: 

A student who receives a B also demonstrates polite and respectful behavior in 

class. This student may have up to four absences during the semester. This 

student is prepared for the overwhelming majority of classes and turns in nearly 

all assignments on time. Most of this student’s work is above average. 

The B- student: 

This student’s in-class behavior is the same as the A student’s behavior.  He or 

she comes to class prepared for the majority of classes and has no more than four 

absences. Nearly all assignments are turned in on time. This student’s work is 

average most of the time, with some above average work appearing occasionally. 

The C+ student: 

C+ students conduct themselves in a proper manner during most class periods. 

They have no more than five absences and come prepared to most classes. Most 

assignments are turned in on time. Nearly all of their work is deemed satisfactory, 

or average, by the teacher. 

 

The C student: 

C students conduct themselves properly during most classes. They have no more 

than five absences during the semester and come prepared to many classes. Most 

assignments are turned in on time. Much of their work is deemed satisfactory. 

 



The C- student: 

C- students conduct themselves properly much of the time. They have up to six 

absences and often come to class unprepared. They turn in many assignments late, 

not turning in a few at all.  Some of their work is deemed satisfactory. 

 

D+ or lower students: 

These students have exhibited unacceptable classroom behavior, have turned in 

many assignments late or have failed to turn in some assignments at all. They 

have six or more absences, and their work is generally deemed unacceptable. 

 

Point value of assignments 

Each of the major papers has a point value of 100. Other assignments, such as homework 

or in-class assignments, will have a grade value of 50 points,10 points, or will employ a 

system that comprises the following: Check, Check +, Check -, or Zero.  

 

Grade distribution 

A  = 94-100 

A- = 90-93 

B+ = 87-89 

B = 84-86 

B- = 80-83 

C+ = 77-79 

C = 74-76 

C- = 70-73 

D+ 67- 69 

D = 64-66 

D- = 60- 63 

F = <60 

 

Final Drafts of papers 

Final drafts submitted up to two days late will be penalized a full letter grade. 

Final drafts submitted after two days late will not be read and will receive a grade 

of zero. Late homework or in-class assignments will not be accepted.  

 

 

 



Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a serious offense, and may result in a failing grade for the paper, 

failure of the course, or expulsion from the college. Remember, plagiarism occurs 

when you borrow someone else’s ideas—whether you present those ideas 

verbatim or in summary or paraphrase—and fail to cite your source or fail to use 

quotation marks for verbatim borrowing.  When in doubt, cite the source. See 

your student handbook for more details about plagiarism.  

 

Writing Center 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning 

Building. Call Barbara Turnbow at 652-7743 for hours and more information. 

 

Rebelmail email accounts 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account.  

This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of 

dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical 

to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a 

Rebelmail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held 

responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often. 

 

Disability Resource Center 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will 

substantially limit a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on 

the main campus.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your 

eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are 

appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you have any questions concerning 

this process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; we are located in the Student 

Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

 

Student Support Services and Important Dates 
 

For additional information about student support services and important dates in the 

college's academic calendar, go to the following web page:  
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule 
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