
English 3810: History and Structure of the English 
Language 
 

Contact Information 

Professor George R. Jantzen 

Office: McDonald Building, Room 223 

Office phone: (435) 652-7828 

Office hours: MW 4:15 – 5:15, T 2 – 4:30 

Email address: jantzen@dixie.edu 

 

The best way to contact me is to email me. Dropping by my office or calling me are less 

reliable ways to reach me.  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an 

appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly 

their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English 

master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how 

to produce focused critical essays.   

 

Course Description 

English 3810 is required of English majors and recommended for other students 

interested in the ways English has developed over time. This course will explore the 

origins and evolution of the English language by focusing on social, political, and 

linguistic developments over time.  The course will follow these developments through 

the Old, Middle and Early Modern periods and into the present.  Prerequisite:  ENGL 

2010 (with a grade of C or better). 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this course, students will be able to do the following: 

 

 name the periods of English history 

 describe the differences in language among the periods of English history 

 describe various events and people influential in the course of English history 

 describe the forces that propel languages to international prominence 

 name various linguists who were important in the study of Indo-European 

languages and explain each linguist’s contribution to this study 

 describe the processes by which languages change 

 



Required Texts 

A History of the English Language by Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable. Fifth Edition. 

Prentice Hall, 2001. 

A Companion to Baugh and Cable’s History of the English Language. 

 

Tests and Papers 

We will have a mid-term and a final examination, as well as a research paper in our class. 

Details about the examinations and the paper will be provided during the semester.  

 

The research paper must be submitted when due or it will receive a late penalty. Papers 

submitted up to two calendars days late, will receive a full letter-grade penalty. Papers 

submitted after two calendars days late will not be accepted and will receive a grade of 

zero.  

 

Class Participation 

All class meetings will require your active participation in workshops and various 

activities. You must come to class prepared to participate effectively in these activities by 

reading the assigned material and completing assigned work. 

 

Classroom behavior 

It is important that we treat each other with respect and courtesy. Such qualities 

characterize all professional environments, and I want our classroom to be a professional 

environment.  

 

To conduct yourself with respect and courtesy in class means that you will address your 

fellow students and me in a respectful manner. It also means that you will not engage in 

private conversations in class. Students who talk among themselves in class display 

rudeness and immaturity; such students distract me and make it more difficult for their 

classmates to concentrate on the day’s lesson. I will not tolerate rude and discourteous 

behavior in the classroom. If you do not behave well, I will drop you from the class.  

 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is important, especially in a class that covers as much information as ours 

will. We will use our class meetings for a variety of activities, including lecture and 

workshops. Therefore, your attendance is crucial. You may be absent from three classes 

without suffering any penalty on your grade. The following table lists penalties for more 

than three absences. 

Four absences:  A final grade no higher than B+ 

Five absences: A final grade no higher than C+ 

Six absences: A final grade no higher than D 

Seven or more absences: Failure for the course 



Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is serious offense, and may result in failure of the course or expulsion 

from the college. Remember, plagiarism occurs when you borrow someone else’s 

ideas—whether you present those ideas verbatim or in paraphrase and fail to cite 

your source or use quotation marks for verbatim borrowing.  When in doubt, cite 

the source. See your student handbook for more details.  

 

Grades 

 

Mid-term examination:  100 points 

Research Paper:  100 points 

Final examination:  100 points 

Class participation:  100 points 

 

A = 94-100; A- =90-93; B+ = 87-89; B = 84-86; B- = 80-83; C+ = 77-79; C = 74-76;  

C- = 70-73; D+ = 67-69; D = 64-66; D- = 60-63; F = less than 60.  

 

Writing Center 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning 

Building. Call Barbara Turnbow at 652-7743 for hours and more information. 

 

Disability Statement 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations.  Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic 

accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their 

professor from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning 

of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with the 

documentation process.  We are located in the Student Services Center Room #201, or 

you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 
 

Rebelmail Statement 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account.  

This information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of 

dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical 

to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a 

Rebelmail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held 

responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often. 

http://mail.dixie.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.dixie.edu


 

 

Library, Computer Lab, Writing Center, Testing Center, and Tutoring Center statements and links 

o Library - http://library.dixie.edu  
o Computer Lab -  
o Writing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  
o Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing  
o Tutoring Center - http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/  
o Academic dishonesty / Academic integrity policy  

 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html

