
ENGL 2010: INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE WRITING 
SPRING 2015 ▪  SECTION 23  ▪  MWF 11:00 – 11:50 AM  ▪  MCDONALD CTR. 208 

 
Instructor: Natalie Johansen 
Email: njohansen@dixie.edu 
Office: HCC 458 
Office hours: MWF 12:00 – 12:50 PM, or by appointment  
  
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 
They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein  
The Little Seagull Handbook with Exercises, Richard Bullock, Michal Brody, and Francine Weinberg 
Additional course readings on Canvas; Additional money for Food Fridays (see later on)   
 
DSU Writing Center: HCC 421 (for appointments, contact: http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ or 435-652-7629) 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 2010 is a continuation of the research, writing, and critical thinking principles practiced in English 1010 
and is taken only after successfully completing the English 1010 course. Essentially, we cover many of the same 
principles, but more in-depth and with a higher expectation for success.  
 
This section of English 2010 focuses on food and food writing. Food writing had become an American obsession 
in the last several years, and we have an abundance of food memoirs, food blogs, food journalism and food 
documentaries to prove it. Why all the fuss, you ask? In the last century, Americans have dramatically changed 
the way we grow food, sell food, serve food, and eat food; these changes have sparked many a debate as we start 
to see the effect of our changing relationship with food. In this class we will examine many of those current food 
issues and examine our own relationship with food. You will write about food and respond to what other people 
have written. And, of course, you will eat.  
 

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, 
including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, 
library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students 
will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, 
summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C 
or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).  
 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
CRITICAL THINKING OUTCOMES 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
*Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose.  
*Understand the writer’s organizational strategies.  
*Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience.  
*Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea.  
*Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.  
 
WRITING OUTCOMES 
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
*Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose.  
*Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, 
revising, and proofreading.  



*Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, arrangement, 
and presentation of material.  
*Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support material.  
*Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic 
sentences, transitions, and parallel structure.  
*Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 
whole. 
*Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, and set the tone.  
*Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when necessary 
restate the thesis or summarize key points.  
*Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
*Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are joined by 
appropriate transitions.  
*Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process.  
*Use concise, precise, and concrete language in all areas of essay writing.  
*Write essays with correct usage and punctuation.  
*Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities.  
*Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
*Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism.  
 
RESEARCH OUTCOMES  
By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
*Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 
*Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic databases 
available for research.  
*Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
*Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and research paper 
format.  
*Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with the writer’s own ideas.  
*Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 
A Note about Page Length:  
All of the papers you turn in for this class will have a required page length. In order to meet the minimum required page length, your paper 
must reach the end of the lowest required page. For example, in order to successfully complete a 2-3 page assignment, the paper must be at 
least two COMPLETE pages. It must reach the end of the page to count as a full page.  
 
Research Essay (400 points, 40%) 
Length: 10-12 pages, plus 1 page for Works Cited (11-13 pages total)  
The bulk the semester and forty percent of your total grade will be devoted to a long research paper, which you 
will write on a food sub-topic of your choice. This paper will be the culmination of our course’s learning 
outcomes: critical thinking, writing, and research. A rubric for this paper will be provided in class and on Canvas.   
 
Writing Workshops (100 points, 10%) 
Throughout the semester, you will have the opportunity to share your work with your peers and respond to their 
work. Your participation in these opportunities is required for your success in this class. Towards the end of the 
semester, we will spend at least three separate days devoted to writing workshops (like peer reviews). 
Participation in these three days is mandatory, and you will not be able to make up the points if you miss class.   
 
Small Assignments (200 points, 20%):  
You will complete various assignments to help you meet the course learning objectives of critical thinking, 
writing and research. Small assignments are split up into two categories: Weekly Writing Exercises and Research 
Assignments. Weekly Writing Exercises include assignments like reading responses, discussion questions, and 



source incorporation practice. Research Assignments will prepare you to write the Research Essay and include a 
topic proposal, annotated bibliography, outline, and more. Rubrics and descriptions for these assignments will be 
posted on Canvas. These assignments are typically due on Fridays, with a couple of exceptions.  
 
Readings (50 points, 5%) 
You are required to complete various readings throughout the semester. Completing these readings will be 
necessary for discussion, responses, and participation in general. The assigned reading must be completed before 
class on the day it is due. You MUST bring readings to class on the days that they are discussed, and some 
readings will be discussed over the course of two class periods, so bring readings every day for the week they are 
assigned. Aside from the two required texts, They Say, I Say and The Little Seagull Handbook, there are frequent 
readings that I will post on Canvas. You will have to print these readings out in order to bring them to class. I 
recommend printing them at the beginning of the semester and putting them in a separate binder.  
 
Food Fridays (50 points, 5%) 
Once in the semester you will have the opportunity to bring food for the class. You don’t need to spend a fortune 
or bake for hours, but be creative. I will create a sign-up sheet for Food Fridays, and you can select the Friday that 
works the best for you. Also, if you want 5-10 extra credit points, you can bring food for the class any other day 
you choose (exact point value for extra credit depends on the amount of effort you put into the task).  
 
Participation (100 points, 10%) 
You will only have a positive, enriching experience in this course if you participate in class. Discussion and other 
in-class activities are only successful if students are willing to share their thoughts with their peers. I will keep 
track of who participates in class. Keep in mind that participation is more than just discussion—paying attention 
and staying mentally alert is the first step. If you are distracted, sleeping, or being disruptive, I will also take note. 
I do not allow laptops, tablets, or cell phones in class, so keep your technology out of class or in your bag. 
Paying attention in class strengthens your ethos and shows respect for me and for your fellow classmates.  
 
Final Paper (100 points, 10%)   
In lieu of a final exam, you will be required to write a final paper. This paper will give you an opportunity to 
demonstrate what you’ve learned throughout the semester. You will turn this paper in during our class’s 
scheduled final exam session. Attendance during this final is mandatory. I will provide more information about 
this final paper further on in the semester.  
 
Attendance  
I take attendance every day, and if you are absent more than six times during the semester, I will lower your final 
grade by one full letter grade. These six absences allow room for illness or emergencies, so you should not treat 
these as free absences. If you have a university-approved absence, I need to have documentation from the 
university. Please make an effort to be on time to class. Also, please be on time to class. Three tardies will equal 
one absence, and being more than twenty minutes late to class counts as an absence. Any time you miss class you 
are responsible for the content and information of that class, as well as assignments on the following day, so I 
would recommend making at least one friend in class who can give you notes and share what you missed.  
  
Late Work 
I will not accept late work. If you know that you will be missing class, please arrange to turn the assignment in 
beforehand. If, because of illness or emergencies, you will not be able to complete an assignment on time, let me 
know BEFORE the assignment is due so we can arrange an alternate deadline.  
 
Submission and Formatting 
All assignments, unless otherwise noted on the schedule, will be submitted through Canvas. Pay close attention to 
due dates and times. Every paper and assignment submitted for this course must be typed with 1 inch margins in 



Times New Roman 12-point font, double-spaced. They must also adhere to current MLA (Modern Language 
Association) style guidelines. These style guidelines can be found in The Little Seagull Handbook. 
 
Contact 
All Dixie students are automatically assigned a Dixie D-mail account. I will occasionally send important email 
messages either to your email or through Canvas, so please check both on a daily basis during the week.  
 
Grading Scale:  
A=93 to 100%; A-=92.9 to 90%; B+=87 to 89.9%; B=83 to 86.9%; B-=80 to 82.0%; C+=77 to 79.9%;  
C=73 to 76.9%; C-= 70 to 72.9%; D+=67 to 69.9%; D=63 to 66.6%; D-=60 to 62.9%; F=0 to 59.9%

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

Helpful hints: TSIS=They Say, I Say; Seagull=The Little Seagull Handbook 
This course schedule is subject to change. I will also provide an electronic version of this calendar on Canvas, so if 
I make any changes, I will let you know and update the Canvas calendar. Any readings not in They Say, I Say or 
The Little Seagull Handbook will be provided electronically on Canvas.  
 

Date  Topics  Readings  Assignments Due 
M – Jan 12  Course Intro   

W – Jan 14 Entering the 
Conversation 

TSIS – Introduction, Ch. 12 
“Pleasures of Eating,” Berry  
The Best Thing I Ever Ate videos  

F – Jan 16 Topic Issues  TED Talk: Mark Bittman  
(“What’s wrong with what we eat”)  WWE – Best Thing I Ever Ate (paper) 

M – Jan 19 HOLIDAY NO CLASS  

W – Jan 21 Examination & 
Discussion  

TSIS – Ch. 14, Ch. 15 
“Unhappy Meals,” Pollan  

F – Jan 23 Issues Discussion  Excerpt, Animal Vegetable Miracle 
 “Inefficiency…Local Food,” S.S. WWE – Discussion Questions (paper)* 

M – Jan 26 They Say—Paraphrase TSIS – Ch. 1, Ch. 2 
 “Trouble with Fries,” Gladwell  

W – Jan 28 They Say—Summary  Seagull – 97-108  
Exerpt, Fast Food Nation  

F – Jan 30 Issues Discussion  “Healthful Fast Food…” Bittman  

M – Feb 2  Quotations  TSIS – Ch. 3 
Excerpt, True History…Chocolate  

W – Feb 4  Splicing  Excerpt, Bittersweet Saga 
“Conching Rooms,” McPhee  

F – Feb 6  Issues Discussion   WWE – Summary and Quotation  

M – Feb 9 Responding  TSIS – Ch. 4, Ch. 5 
“The Way of All Flesh,” Conover  

W – Feb 11 Responding  Excerpt, Eating Animals   
F – Feb 13 Issues Discussion   WWE – Response, “And Yet”  

M – Feb 16 Countering  TSIS – Ch. 6, Ch. 7  



Date  Topics  Readings  Assignments Due 

W – Feb 18 Countering Reading (Canvas) 
Reading (Canavs)  

F – Feb 20 Issues Discussion   WWE – Response, Skeptic  

M – Feb 23 NO CLASS  PRESIDENT’S DAY   
W – Feb 25 Research Essay Intro Reading (Canvas)  
F – Feb 27  What is an Essay? Reading (Canvas) WWE – Literary Analysis  

M – Mar 2 Idea Generating  Reading (Canvas)  
W – Mar 4 Background Research Reading (Canvas)  

F – Mar 6 Research   RA – Topic Proposal (paper) 

Mar 9 – 13 SPRING BREAK   

M – Mar 16 Research  Seagull 80-95 
Reading (Canvas)  

W – Mar 18 Research    
F – Mar 20 Critical Reading   RA – List, Source Id.  

M – Mar 23 Annotated Bib. Seagull 66-70, 75-78   
W – Mar 25 Annotated Bib.  Bring sources to class   

F – Mar 27 Outlining   RA– Annotated Bibliography  

M – Mar 30 Instructor Conference No regular class Sign up for conference on Canvas 

W – Apr 1 Drafting   

F – Apr 3 Logos—Organization   RA – Source Map  

M – Apr 6 Drafting    

W – Apr 8 Drafting   

F – Apr 10 Writing Workshops   RA – Rough Draft (paper, two copies) 

M – Apr 13 Writing Workshops—
Global   Bring draft to class 

W – Apr 15 Writing Workshops—
Local   Bring draft to class 

F – Apr 17 Style—Transitions  TSIS Ch. 8  

M – Apr 20 Style—Voice TSIS Ch. 9  

W – Apr 22 Punctuation Workshop    

F – Apr 24 Punctuation Workshop   

M – Apr 27 Final Paper Intro  Research Essay final draft 

W – Apr 29 Drafting 
Wrapping Things Up    

    

Final Exam: Monday, May 4 from 10:00 to 12:00 in our classroom  



UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights 
protection for persons with disabilities. If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and 
requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation 
to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to 
contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process to 
determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and 
further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. Our office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and Career Center building. 

Student Conduct & Disruptive Behavior: Behavior that interferes with the learning of other students will not be tolerated. 
The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures Manual, Section 3-34, states:  “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right 
to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may 
dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class 
activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from his or her course.” Students who are 
asked to leave class should do so quietly and without confrontation. They will be expected to schedule a meeting with the 
instructor before being allowed to attend class again. If students start a disturbance, the instructor will call Campus Security to 
have the students removed from campus. Students are not allowed to interfere with the learning of others.  

Cell phones are a serious distraction to everyone in the class, including the instructor. It is inappropriate to make or receive 
phone calls, to text message, or to check messages once a student enters a classroom, especially during scheduled class time. 
Students should remember to turn off their phones before entering the classroom (especially if their class is in the Tutoring 
Center). If students must leave their cell phones on for any reason, they should set them to vibrate or disable the ringer. If a 
student’s cell phone disturbs the class, the students will be asked to leave class and consult with the instructor about being 
readmitted to class. If a student is caught looking at a cell phone or other electronic device or texting during class, the instructor 
will assume the student is cheating, and the student will forfeit any points for that day and may be asked to leave class.  
 
Classroom rudeness will NOT be tolerated and may result in immediate expulsion from the class meeting and/or the course at 
the professor's discretion. Students must come to class on time, take notes (on paper), and remain in class until the end of the 
session. During class students should be polite to one another and the professor, being attentive to the matters being discussed 
through active participation and note taking. Rudeness includes (but is not limited to) COMPUTER USAGE, LAUGHING, 
NOTE PASSING, PASSIVELY SITTING, SLEEPING, TALKING, AND TEXTING. 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to plagiarism on 
written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie 
State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 
a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
b. Failing the student in the entire course, 
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, and/or expel 

the student. 
 


