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SYLLABUS 
 

Description 
Welcome to English 2010 Writing for APA style!  In this class, we will learn the characteristics that ALL styles of 
effective writing share, with an emphasis on presenting material in APA style.  To that end, we will often 
compare and contrast MLA and APA styles, noting the strengths of each style. You will choose your topics and 
become the authority on your topic in this course.  We will write as teams and independently, revising and 
submitting drafts.  You will have the opportunity to try your hand at several kinds of writing, as we experience 
the social and sometimes chaotic process that contributes to good writing.  It takes a village to write, and I 
welcome you to our village. I look forward to working with each of you.    

 

All sections of English 2010 emphasize the development of an effective academic style in argumentative essays 
that make use of traditional rhetorical patterns.  A major research paper is required.  Subtopics in English 2010 
may vary. This class focuses on writing for APA style, which is the writing style generally used in the sciences.  
This course offers guidance on all aspects of academic writing, including style and tone that will result in strong, 
simple, and elegant communication 
 

This course partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  It provides opportunities to 

analyze and write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and 

revising a number of essays.  Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be 

used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will 

demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 

paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of 

others.  Prerequisite:  

 
Prerequisites 

 ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  
 

Required Materials 

 Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkestein’s They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Wrting, 2nd 

Edition (ISBN 978-0-393-93361-1) 
 APA Publication Manual (ISBN 978-1-4338-0561-5) 

 Wing Clips to hold papers together 

 Approximately $5 to “publish” a journal of your group’s work during the semester 
 

If you buy texts online, please be sure to get the current editions.  Unlike some texts, the newer editions of our 

texts have updates that we need for this course.  The good news is that the texts will have a fairly good resale 

value. 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives: 
 

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay-writing skills studied in 

English 1010.  Students will increase their capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order their 
thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  Students will receive training in the 
skills necessary for written communication demands in college, on the job, and as citizens.  To reach those 
objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise. 
 
The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and library research in which 

students will demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to enable competent 
and successful research. 
 
This course will also build and improve upon the usage and mechanics principles which students have learned in 
English 1010. 
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General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
 
Students in this course will 

 
 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasions, pro-

con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 2010.) 
 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, 

and/or Utah’s catalog). 
 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page 

research paper). 
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts). 
 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500). 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 

 Students will gain knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation, usage, and standard documentation 

(usually MLA or APA). 

 Students will achieve an understanding of the stages within the writing process. 

 Students will achieve an understanding of the modes of writing. 

 Students will improve the clarity and correctness of their writing. 

 Students will acquire knowledge of ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic 

research essays.  

 Students will develop an understanding of the importance of critical thinking and reading. 

 Students will produce a substantial amount of polished written work by the end of the semester. 

 
Specific Objectives of the Course: 
 

Writing Objectives 
 
 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 
organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 
 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 

the paper as a whole. 
 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 

thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 
 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, 

and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. 
 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting 

detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs. 
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 
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Reading and Thinking Objectives 
 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to 
 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 
electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, 

and research paper format. 
 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

 

Assignments and Projects 
Assignments will be evaluated on the standard plus/minus letter-grade scale and total 100 points. Use the table 
below to track your performance in the class. 

 

Projects 

Components Overall 
% 

Points 

Short Writings and one 

Revised essay 

 Write an essay essays 

 Project Analysis Paragraphs** 

10% 10.00 

Writing Journal • Bi-weekly journal entries  10% 10.00 

Professor Interview 
Project (collaborative 
writing project) 

 Interview a professor 
 Prepare a synthesis essay* 
 Project Analysis Paragraph** 

10% 10.00 

In-class Writing Exam • Writing Exams*** 
• Must meet minimum standards 

10% 10.00 

Methodology & IMRD 
Projects 

• Methodology Project 
• IMRD Project 

5% 5.00 

Research Project • Proposal 1% 1.00 

• Reference Page 3% 3.00 

• Annotated Bibliography 3% 3.00 

• Narrative Sketch 1% 1.00 

•  Bio for Journal 2% 2.00 

• Research Essay 15% 15.00 

• Project Analysis Paragraphs** -- -- 

Peer Reviews • Write quality Peer Reviews  10%  10.00 

Quizzes  Complete all reading 
assignments 

 Average quiz grades 

5% 5.00 

Final Exam • Collaborative Journal  
• Individual Essay 
• Objective questions 

10% 10.00 

Participation • Attendance, active Participation   5%   5.00 

  100% 100 
* = Collaborative assignments (group projects where individuals receive separate grades) 

**= Failing to complete PAP is automatic letter grade reduction on the project 

*** = Writing Exams represent baseline writing standards.  Failure to pass these exams will significantly lower the 
final overall grade (see “In-Class Writing Exam” section) 

 
 
Calculating Grades 
Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard letter-
grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the following 
percentages: 
 

A = 100 – 93 % A- = 92 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 

C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 

D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    
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Project Information 
 

Short Writings and Polished Essay (10 Points):  You will have several opportunities to write short 
responses to various rhetorical situations.  These are graded on a check, check plus, check minus basis.  
Later in the semester, I will ask you to carefully revise one of those Short Writings into a polished 
essay.  The final grade will reflect the efforts of your short writings, as well as the final draft of your 

revised piece.  A project analysis paragraph should be submitted for each writing (including the shot 
writings)  Essays that do not include a project analysis paragraph will be returned and may be handed 
in late with a project analysis paragraph (See “Late Work” ).   
 
Writing Journal (10 Points).  For this assignment I would like you to keep a writing journal 
throughout the semester.  You will post two entries per week beginning the second week of the 

semester.   The entries have no length requirement, and they may address any issue about which you 
would like to write.  They should make reference to the daily writing that you do, your successes and 
frustrations as well as your observations and insights.  This is not graded on grammar.  It is graded 
holistically on content and timely, thoughtful entries.  Writing improves through writing—often.  It also 

improves by becoming aware of writing and rhetorical situations we navigate.  I will ask you to submit 
your journals at midterm and at the end of the semester. 
 

Professor Interview and Report (10 points):  You will choose a professor and interview him or her 
about the writing projects that the professor assigns.  Working with other class members, you will write 
a collaborative essay synthesizing and evaluating the information from the class data.  
 
In-class Writing Exams (10 points): There will be several in-class writing exams.  The writing 
exams will be graded on unity, coherency, development, and grammar.  Writing Exams are worth 10% 
of the final grade.  They may be repeated.  I will take the highest score at the end of the semester.   

 
Research Project (25 points).  This project includes writing a ten-page manuscript using proper APA 
style documentation.  You may choose your topic as well as the type of APA paper you will write 
(literature review or IMRD).  You will have multiple opportunities for revision.  The paper will include at 
least seven scholarly sources, a references page, a cover page, and an abstract. 

 

Peer Reviews (10 points): There will be many opportunities for reviewing the work of other students 
in the class.  You should write thorough and thoughtful peer reviews.  I will grade your written 
reviews.  All combined, they will be worth 10% of your final grade.  You will hand in copies of the 
review YOU GAVE to other students on the due dates indicated on the calendar.   
 
Methodology and IMRD projects (5 points).  These are largely in-class projects.  They will 
introduce you to some of the conventions of APA style papers.  I will provide more information about 

these projects as the semester progresses.   
 
Quizzes (5 points).  Throughout the semester, I will ask you respond to your readings, and I will also 
give unannounced quizzes over the material.  You should always read the material assigned and be 
prepared to respond to it and discuss it. 
 
Final Exam (10 points).  The final exam will include a journal that includes a copy of your research 

essay into a journal (bring one copy to class during the final exam time).  There will also be an in-class 

essay and 25 short object answers.  
 
Participation (5 points).  At the end of the semester, I will award participation points.  Students who 
have been consistently late or used laptops or cell phones inappropriately (texting, etc) will receive 
significant grade deductions (see also attendance policy).  If students are texting during group 

activities, participation grades will be lowered.  See also the “Rude and disruptive behavior” section.    
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Attendance and Participation Grade  
 

It takes a village to write.  If you are absent, the village suffers.  Attendance is mandatory.  We will be 

working together often.  Your comments help your peers.  We share ideas.  If you miss more than 6 
class periods, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.  Three tardies will equal one absence.   
 
You should actively participate in classroom discussions.  Do not bring laptops to class.  This is not 

an intensive note-taking class.  If you are using a laptop, you are mentally absent (see below). 

 
 
Rude and Disruptive Behavior  
 

Do not text during class.  It is both rude and distracting.  Participation grades will be lowered 
for each instance that I see.  I reserve the right to mark students absent who text during class 
(Please see the attendance section above).  If you have a question about your participation grade, you 

may ask me at any time.  Please be respectful to me and to your peers.  When we participate in group 
activities, you should not be texting.   
Your participation grade is based on your attendance, in-class participation, and completion of day-to-
day assignments.    

 
Late Work (read carefully) 

 
No late work is accepted for the readings and quizzes.  
 
I will accept late work for the other projects,  However, I will probably NOT return late projects.  They 

may not be graded until the end of the semester.  Late projects receive a deduction of one letter grade 
for each class period they are late.  If they are more than one week late, I will not accept them. 
 
If you submit a project without the assigned Project Analysis Paragraph, I will return the project to you, 
and you may submit it late (see above for deductions for late work) 
 
I respond to student drafts that are submitted by the due dates.  I do not grade the drafts, but I will 

respond by matching your efforts.  If you give me a thoughtful, polished draft, I will give you a careful 
and thorough response.  I will not accept drafts late.   

 
Writing Center  

The Writing Center is a free service for students with composition needs. The Writing Center 

is staffed by DSC students who offer peer tutoring in drafting, constructing and revising any 

type of writing. Located in the BRN building on the first floor, the Writing Center is open M-TH 

from 9:00 AM-7:00 PM, and F from 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. 
 

Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. 
While the Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are strongly recommended, 
particularly during high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to finals. 
 

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab 
(OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this 
site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this service, allow a few days 
for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until 

Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 

 
Disabilities 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a 
major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center 
Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, 

reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you have any 
questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center at 652-6516.  It is located in 
the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

 
Other Student Support Services 

Syllabus link    http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
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Testing Center link   http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 
Library Services link    http://library.dixie.edu/ 
Dixie OWL link      http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
Writing Center link  http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 

Tutoring Center link    http://new.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism includes 
 

 Using someone else’s ideas and/or words, passing them off as if the were your own 
 Copying phrases and/or material or entire papers from the internet or other sources without giving 

credit to the source 
 Using paraphrases that are too close to the source (see me if you have questions) 

 

Whenever you quote passages, use ideas from others, or borrow graphics, you are legally and ethically 
obliged to acknowledge that use, following the appropriate conventions for documenting sources.  
Plagiarism is a form or academic dishonesty.  Penalties for academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, 
include failing the immediate assignment or the entire course.  The instructor can also initiate disciplinary 
procedures that can result in warning, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  Sometime plagiarism is 

unintentional.  One of the objectives of English 2010 is to teach you to use sources correctly.  You must also 

be careful not to plagiarize yourself by presenting material that you have previously written as new 
research in this class.  Yes, it is possible to plagiarize yourself, and especially in the sciences, it is important 
to know what that entails and how to avoid it.  Please see me if you have questions.   

 
 
The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 
 

 
Good luck everyone.  Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about assignments of your grade.  I 
will be posting all grades on Blackboard.  Check it often.  I look forward to working with you. 
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Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the calendar 

are due at the beginning of class.  For example, everything listed as “due” on Feb 26 is due at the beginning 

of class on Feb 26.  TSIS = They Say, I Say text; APA = Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association; PR = Peer Review, SW=Short Writing 

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at beginning of class) 

Week 1 Mon  Jan 9 Course Introduction  

Wed Jan 11 Rhetoric and Writing Due: Read  APA section 3.1 – 3.17  

Due: write a short review of a movie you’ve seen 

lately (or book you’ve read/music you enjoy) 

Fri  Jan 13 Rhetoric and Grammar Due: Read  APA section 3.18 – 3.23 

Due: SW #1 (Advertisement analysis) 

Week 2 Mon Jan 16 Martin Luther King Jr Day – No 

Class 

No Class 

Wed Jan 18 Emails Due: Proposal for Professor Interview Project 

Due: PR or SW#1 

Fri Jan 20 Grammar & Ethos Due: Read APA section 4-1 – 4.11 

Due: SW #2 (social media analysis) 

Week 3 Mon Jan 23 Ethos Due: PR of SW#2 

Due: Email for Professor Interview Project.  Bring 

in a HARD COPY of the email you sent. 

Wed Jan 25  Due: Read section 4.12-4.38 

Fri Jan 27 In-Class Writing Exam (1) Due: SW#3 (NYT article) 

Week 4 Mon Jan 30 Field day.  No class Due: Interview for Professor Interview Project 

No Class.  Send me a confirmation email with 

date and time of interview 

Due: PR SW#3 

Wed Feb 1 Specific examples / show vs tell  

Fri Feb 3 Creating a Professor wiki page Due: SW #4 (personal experience) 

Meet at computer classroom in the library 

Week 5 Mon Feb 6 Fallacy/logic Due: Web page (wiki) of Professor Interview 

Due: PR SW#4 

Wed Feb 8 Group work on Professor paper  

Fri Feb 10 In-Class Writing Exam (2) Due: SW #5 (political speech/writing) 

Week 6 Mon Feb 13 In-class peer reviews Due: Draft of Professor Interview Paper (group) 

Due: PR SW#5 

Wed Feb 15 Writing Methodology Read APA Section 1.1-1.10 

Fri Feb 17 Writing Methodology  

Week 7 Mon Feb 20 President’s Day No Class No Class 

Wed Feb 22 IMRD Papers Final Draft of Professor Interview Paper (group) 

Meet at cooking lab in EDFAM bldg (tentative) 

Fri Feb 24 IMRD follow-up Meet in our classroom 

Read APA Section 2 

Week 8 Mon Feb 27 Topics for Research Essay Due: Writing Journal I (14 entries) 

Due: Draft of Short Essay (Revised SW) 

Wed Feb 29 Sample Papers Read: TSIS Preface and Introduction  (xvi – 14) 

Fri Mar 2 In-Class writing Exam (3) Read TSIS: Part 1, Section ONE (19) 

Due:  Respond to prompt #1 at the bottom of page 

29 (bring a hard copy to class) 

Week 9 Mon Mar 5 Beginning Research Due: Proposal 

Wed Mar 7 Research / Meet at Library Meet at Library (computer room first floor) 

Fri Mar 9 References Page Read APA Text Section 6.22-6.32 
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Read APA Text section 7 

Week 10 Mon Mar 12 Spring Break  

Wed  Mar 14 Spring Break  

Fri Mar 16 Spring Break  

Week 11 

Mon Mar 19 Annotated Bibliography Due:  References Page 

Wed  Mar 21 Plagiarism  Read APA Section 6 Crediting Sources (169) 

Read TSIS Part 1. Section TWO (30) 

Fri  Mar 23 Paraphrase / summary Read TSIS Part 2. Section SEVEN (92) 

Read TSIS Part 3. Section TEN (129) 

Week 12 Mon Mar 26 Getting to the Draft Due:  Annotated Bibliography 

Wed Mar 28 Organization / hierarchy  Read TSIS Part 3. Section EIGHT (105) 

Fri Mar 30 Small group work Outline and draft of 5 pages 

Week 13 Mon Apr 2 Front and Back matter READ / Review APA Section 2 

Wed Apr 4 Grade a sample paper  

Fri  Apr 6 Revision Due: Draft of entire manuscript 

Week 14 Mon Apr 9 Small group work / Student Meetings Due: PR of Short Essay 

Wed Apr 11 Small group work / Student Meetings  

Fri Apr 13 Wrestling with the draft Due: Revised Short Essay 

Due: Highest grade on In-Class essay.   

Week 15 Mon Apr 16 Cut and Paste Due PR of Research Essay 

Wed  Apr 18 Highlight   

Fri Apr 20 Editing / Journal Bio & 

Acknowledgments  

 

Week 16 

Mon Apr 23  Group work on journal 

Due: Writing ournal II  (16 entries) 

Wed  Apr 25  Due:  Journal (including Bio) 

Due: Final draft of manuscript 

Week 17 

Apr 27-

May 3 

Final Exam Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 


