
 English 2010: Writing for APA Style  
Fall 2010 

 
Section 

Days/Time 
Place 

 
Instructor 

Office 
E-mail 
Phone 

Office Hours 

English 2010 Section 10 (CRN 41876, 3 credit hours) 
MWF  10:00 – 10:50 am 
MCD 209 
 
Julia Combs 
BRN 112 
combs@dixie.edu 
652-7868 or 435-669-0727 (cell) 
MWF 11am - 1 pm & by appointment  

 
Description 
Welcome to English 2010 Writing for APA style!  In this class, we will learn the characteristics that ALL 
styles of effective writing share, with an emphasis on presenting material in APA style.  To that end, 
we will often compare and contrast MLA and APA styles, noting the strengths of each style. You will 
choose your topics and become the authority on your topic in this course.  We will write as teams and 
independently, revising and submitting drafts.  You will have the opportunity to try your hand at 
several kinds of writing, as we experience the social and sometimes chaotic process that contributes 
to good writing.  It takes a village to write, and I welcome you to our village. I look forward to working 
with each of you.    
 
All sections of English 2010 emphasize the development of an effective academic style in 
argumentative essays that make use of traditional rhetorical patterns.  A major research paper is 
required.  The class may count toward filling the skills competencies requirement for secondary 
education or for General Education.  Subtopics in English 2010 may vary. This class focuses on writing 
for APA style, which is the writing style generally used in the sciences.  This course offers guidance on 
all aspects of academic writing, including style and tone that will result in strong, simple, and elegant 
communication 
 
Prerequisites 

• Successfully complete ENGL 1010 with a “C” or above 
 
Required Materials 

• Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkestein’s They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic 
Wrting, 2nd Edition (ISBN 978-0-393-93361-1) 

• APA Publication Manual (ISBN 978-1-4338-0561-5) 
• Wing Clips to hold papers together 
• Approximately $5 to “publish” a journal of your group’s work during the semester 
 

If you buy texts online, please be sure to get the current editions.  Unlike some texts, the newer 
editions have updates that we need for this course.  The good news is that the texts will have a fairly 
good resale value. 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives: 
 
English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay-writing skills 
studied in English 1010.  Students will increase their capacity to think clearly and independently, learn 
to order their thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  Students will 
receive training in the skills necessary for written communication demands in college, on the job, and 
as citizens.  To reach those objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, 
and revise. 
 



The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and library research in 
which students will demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to 
enable competent and successful research. 
 
This course will also build and improve upon the usage and mechanics principles which students have 
learned in English 1010. 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
 
Students in this course will 
 

• Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, 
persuasions, pro-con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be 
assigned in English 2010.) 

• Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 
sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-
specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog). 

• Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 
page research paper). 

• Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts 
(such as non-graded first drafts). 

• Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500). 
 
Specific Objectives of the Course: 
 
Writing Objectives 
 
 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose 
• Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 
• Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
• Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 
• Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 
• Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, 

state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 
• Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion 

to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points. 
• Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
• Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
• Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
• Use concise and precise language. 
• Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
• Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 
• Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 

verbs. 
• Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 

necessary. 
• Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 
• Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 
• Recognize and avoid jargon. 
• Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
• Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 



 
Reading and Thinking Objectives 
 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to 
• Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 
• Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the 

variety of electronic databases available for research. 
• Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
• Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic 

form, and research paper format. 
• Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas. 
• Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper. 

 
Disabilities 
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a 
major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center 
Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed 
eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you 
have any questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center at 652-6516.  It is 
located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism includes 
 

• Using someone else’s ideas and/or words, passing them off as if the were your own 
• Copying phrases and/or material or entire papers from the internet or other sources without 

giving credit to the source 
• Using paraphrases that are too close to the source (see me if you have questions) 

 
Whenever you quote passages, use ideas from others, or borrow graphics, you are legally and 
ethically obliged to acknowledge that use, following the appropriate conventions for documenting 
sources.  Plagiarism is a form or academic dishonesty.  Penalties for academic dishonesty, including 
plagiarism, include failing the immediate assignment or the entire course.  The instructor can also 
initiate disciplinary procedures that can result in warning, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  
Sometime plagiarism is unintentional.  One of the objectives of English 2010 is to teach you to use 
sources correctly.  You must also be careful not to plagiarize yourself by presenting material that you 
have previously written as new research in this class.  Yes, it is possible to plagiarize yourself, and 
especially in the sciences, it is important to know what that entails and how to avoid it.  Please see me 
if you have questions.   
 
Writing Center  
Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their composition 
assignments through a process of invention, writing and revision. The Writing Center is not a 
proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instructions and tips 
to help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 
Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to 
sign-up for an appointment. While the Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are 
strongly recommended, particularly during high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading 
to finals. 
 
While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab 
(OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this 
site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this service, allow a few days 
for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until 
Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 
 
 



Assignments 
Assignments will be evaluated on the standard plus/minus letter-grade scale and total 100 points. Use 
the table below to track your performance in the class. 
 

Projects Components Overall 
% 

Points 

Evaluation Paper • Drafts 
• Final Paper including ONE source 
• PAP** 

10% 10.00 

Personal 
Statement Paper 

• Draft/Grammar Tracker 
• Final Paper 
• PAP** 

10% 10.00 

In-Class Writing 
Exams 

• In-Class Writing Exams*** 
• Must meet minimum standards 

 
MISC 

 
MISC 

Research Paper      
(30 points) 

• Proposal 1% 1.00 
• Reference Page 3% 3.00 
• Annotated Bibliography 3% 3.00 
• Narrative Sketch 1% 1.00 
• Literature Review Section 5% 5.00 
•  Bio for Journal 2% 2.00 
• PAP** Misc. -- 
• Research Essay 15% 15.00 
• Team Journal*  5%  5.00 

Peer Reviews • Write quality Peer Reviews  5%  5.00 
Exercise Files • In and Out-of-Class Assignments 

for first half of semester 
• PAP** 

10% 10.00 

Exercise File 2 • In and Out-of-Class Assignments 
for second half of semester 

• PAP** 

 10% 10.00 

Midterm • Written Essay, Editing, and 
Objective Questions 

  5% 
 

  5.00 

Final Exam • Written Essay, Editing, and 
Objective Questions 

10% 10.00 

Participation • No Texting! 
• Attendance, active Participation 

  5%   5.00 

  100% 100 
* = Collaborative assignments (group projects where individuals receive separate grades) 
**= Failing to complete PAP is automatic letter grade reduction to Major Project Written Report grade 
*** = In-class Writing Exams represent baseline writing standards.  Failure to pass these exams will 
significantly lower the final overall grade (see “Quizzes, Assignments, and In-Class Exam” section) 

 
 
Calculating Grades 
Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard 
letter-grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the 
following percentages: 
 

A = 100 – 93 % A- = 92 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 
C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 
D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    

 
 
 
 
 



Quizzes, Assignment Files, and In-Class Writing Exams 
 

There will be several in-class quizzes.  They are unannounced and will take place during the 
first five or ten minutes of class.  They cannot be made up.  They will cover material you 
should have read, editing and grammar issues, or discussions we have had in class.  They may 
be essay response questions.  There are no make-up quizzes. I will drop one quiz at the end of 
the semester.  All quizzes scores will be averaged together and assigned a holistic score. 
 
There will be 2 assignment files. This is a writing class.  Writing assignments are due nearly 
every class period.  These exercises are designed to meet the course objects and to help you 
apply the principles and practices discussed in the course readings and in our class 
discussions.  Some assignments you will submit (and I will return).  Some assignments are in-
class assignments that you will not submit. YOU MUST KEEP ALL OF THE ASSIGNMENTS AND 
TURN THEM IN ON THE ASSIGNED DATE (See the calendar).  I will give you a list of the 
assignments that you should have in your assignment folder. Don’t throw anything away! 
 
There will be In-Class Writing Exams.  The writing exam grade will be graded on grammar, 
style, AND content.  I consider relatively error free writing as a baseline skill you should have 
by now.  If you cannot pass the in-class writing exam by the end of the semester, then the 
highest grade you earn on the writing exam will be averaged into your final grade, 
representing 25% of the grade.  If your Writing Exam grade is higher than your overall grade 
in the class, your grade will not be affected.  You may retake the writing exam outside of class 
in the test center.  What this boils down to is this:  If you consistently fail or score low on the 
writing exams, your overall grade for this class is likely to go down by at least one full letter 
grade. 
 

 
Attendance and Participation Grade  
 

It takes a village to write.  If you are absent, the village suffers.  Attendance is mandatory.  
We will be working together often.  Your comments help your peers.  We share ideas.  If you 
miss more than 4 class periods, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.  Three tardies 
will equal one absence.   
 
You should actively participate in classroom discussions.  Do not bring laptops to class.  
This is not an intensive note-taking class.  If you are using a laptop, you are mentally absent 
(see below). 

 
Rude and Disruptive Behavior 
  

Do not text during class.  It is both rude and distracting.  While I will may or may not ask 
you to stop texting, I will make a note of instances that I see, and participation grades will 
be lowered for each instance that I see.  I am embarrassed, and you should be also, to 
resort to singling out a student and asking the student to put the phone away.  I may not see 
you texting, and you may not see me lowering your participation grade.  It will be noticeable 
in the participation grade.  I reserve the right to mark students absent who consistently text 
during a course period (please see the attendance policy).  I will notify you, probably through 
email, if I have marked you absent.  Please be respectful to me and to your peers.  My 
philosophy is that when students are distracted, there is a “hole” in my teaching energy, and 
all of the energy gets sucked out of the classroom.  Honestly, it does.  Be a contributor, not a 
distracter.  We need everyone’s participation 
 
Your participation grade is based on your attendance, in-class participation, and completion of 
day-to-day assignments not listed as major projects. Examples of participation assignments 
include assignment file assignments.   
 

 



Late Work (read carefully) 
 

No late work is accepted for the assignment file contents or quizzes.  
I will accept late work for major projects, such as essays.   
I reserve the right NOT to return late projects, and I probably will not grade them until the 
end of the semester.  Late projects, such as major papers, receive a deduction of one letter 
grade for each class period they are late.  If they are more than one week late, I will not 
accept them. 
 
I will drop one quiz and one assignment from each assignment folder, so if you must 
miss a class, you will be ok.  Please do not ask to make up work that is not accepted late.  I 
drop assignments because I understand that students sometimes have valid reasons for 
missing class.  
 
If you submit a major project without the PAP (project analysis paragraph), I will return the 
project to you, and you may submit it late (see above for deductions for late work) 

 
 
The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 
 
Other Student Support Services 

Syllabus link    http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
Testing Center link   http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 
Library Services link    http://library.dixie.edu/ 
Dixie OWL link      http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
Writing Center link  http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 
Tutoring Center link    http://new.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
 
Good luck everyone.  Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about assignments of your 
grade.  I will be posting all grades on Blackboard.  Check it often.  I look forward to a great semester.  
I would like to be able to “publish” some work in a reader that I am compiling for my future 2010 
courses.  We need samples of successful student writing!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the 
calendar are due at the beginning of class.  For example, everything listed as “due” on October 7 is 
due at the beginning of class on October 7.  PR = Peer Review, CR= Critical Reading, E = essay, 
*=Assignment 1 folder, **=Assignment 2 folder,  TS/IS= They Say/I Say,  APA=Publication 
Manual 

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at beginning of 
class) 

Week 1 Mon Aug 23 Course Introduction  
Wed Aug 25 Department Pre/post Test 

Intro section of TS/IS 
Due:  Read intro section TS/IS 
Due: Prompt 1 page 14 

Fri Aug 27 Chapter 1 TS/IS Due: CR1 “Don’t Blame the Eater” 
Due: Prompt 2 page 29 

Week 2 Mon Aug 30 Chapter 2 TS/IS Due: Prompt 2 page 41 
Wed Sept 1 Chapter 3 TS/IS 

In-class Writing Exam 
Due:  Draft of Evaluation Essay  

Fri Sept 3 Chapter 4 TS/IS Due:  Prompt 1 page 67 
Due: CR2 “Hidden Intellectualism” 

Week 3 Mon Sept 6 Chapter 5 TS/IS Due: PR Evaluation Essay 
Wed Sept 8 Chapter 6 TS/IS Due: CR3 
Fri Sept 10 Revision Due: CR4 

Week 4 Mon Sept 13 Intro to APA Style 
Section 1 APA 

Due: Final Draft of Evaluation 
Essay 

Wed Sept 15 Section 2 APA  
Cookie Project 

Meeting place TBA 
Due: CR5 

Fri Sept 17 Literature Review 
Section 3 APA 

Due: CR6 

Week 5 Mon Sept 20 Section 4 APA  
Wed Sept 22 Section 4 APA  
Fri Sept 24 Methodology Due:  Methodology Draft (In-class) 

Week 6 Mon Sept 27 Methodology Due:  Peer Review (in-class) 
Wed Sept 29 Results 

Section 5 APA 
Due:  Revised Methodology Paper* 

Fri Oct 1 Discussion 
Chapter 7 TS/IS 
Chapter 10 TS/IS  

Due: Results graph/table* 

Week 7 Mon Oct 4 Begin Research Essay 
Abstract / Appendices 

Due: Discussion paragraph 

Wed Oct 6 Choosing a topic/Samples Due:  Assignment File 1 
Fri Oct 8 Research Session  

Week 8 Mon Oct 11  Due:  Proposal for Research Essay 
Wed Oct 13 Reference Page 

Section 6 and Section 7APA 
 

Fri Oct 15 Midterm Exam  
Week 9 Mon Oct 18 Research  Meet at Library  



Wed Oct 20 Research Due:  Reference Page  
Fri Oct 22 Characteristics or good writing  

Week 10 Mon Oct 25 Introduce Annotated Bib Annotated Bib Draft Due 
Wed  Oct 27 Sample papers  
Fri Oct 29 In-Class Writing Exam  

Week 11 
Mon Nov 1 Reclaiming your topic 

Meet at library classroom 
Due:  Annotated Bib 
Meet at the library classroom 

 
Wed  Nov 3 Narrative Sketch**  
Fri  Nov 5 Chapter 9 TS/IS  

Week 12 Mon Nov 8  Draft of first half (literature review) 
Wed Nov 10 Individual meetings (no class)  
Fri Nov 12  Due: PR of First Half draft 

Week 13 Mon Nov 15 Revision: Dissecting  
Wed Nov 17 Abstract  
Fri  Nov 19 Wrestling the draft Draft of entire paper 

Week 14 Mon Nov 22 Revision 
Bio & Acknowledgments 
Introduce Personal Statements 

Due: PR of entire paper 

Wed Nov 24 Thanksgiving Holiday  
Fri Nov 26 Thanksgiving Holiday  

Week 15 Mon Nov 29 Personal Statement 
Guest Speaker ? 

Due:  Final draft of Research Essay 

Wed  Dec 1 Guest Speaker?  
Fri Dec 8  Draft of Personal Statement due 

Week 16 

Mon Dec 6 Group work Meet at library  Due:  PR of personal statement 
Wed  Dec 8 Group work (oral presentations)  
Fri Dec 10 Oral Presentations Due:  Personal Statement  

Due:  Assignment File 2 
Due:  Peer Review File 

Week 17 Finals  Dec 13 - 17  (Return E3 and Assignment File 2) 
Due:  Final copy of Journals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


