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Fall Semester 2010                                        Office BRN 113B  
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SYLLABUS 
Textbook 
 Kennedy, X.J. and Dana Gioia eds.  Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing.  
   11th ed.  New York:  Pearson/Longman, 2007. 
  
General Course Description 

This course is for students in all disciplines who would like to increase their enjoyment of literature and 
fulfills a humanities requirement for general education.  The course provides students with a basic 
understanding of novels, short stories, poems, plays, and/or essays.  Students will learn to read 
analytically and write critically.  The class meets for 3 lecture hours per week. 

 
Goals 

Students will be expected to achieve the following: 
• Understand the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, 

the intellect, and the imagination as it offers insight into human values and identity 
• Appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and 

the culture and time in which it is produced 
• Recognize literary diversity and different world views as a source of enrichment, vitality, and 

strength 
• Achieve an awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding and cultural 

remembrance 
• Understand the basic elements of literature, including fictional and dramatic elements (plot, setting, 

characterization, etc.), rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, irony, paradox, metonymy, etc.), and 
basic linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, parts of speech, etc.)--wherever appropriate 

  
Objectives 

Students will be expected to complete the following: 
• Read an extensive amount of literature in at least three different genres (essays, poetry, short fiction, 

drama and novels) 
• Participate in meaningful discussions of literature within the classroom, using appropriate 

terminology and critical concepts  
• Respond to texts in writing assignments in and outside the classroom, some of which would involve 

a research component 
 
Evaluation 

Students will be assessed based on their ability to 
• Analyze and write about texts critically and eloquently 
• Contribute to textual analyses and discussions with fresh and cogent insights 
• Conduct scholarly research effectively and critically 



 

 

• Incorporate this research persuasively in textual analyses and adhere to current MLA citation and 
documentation conventions 

• Perform satisfactorily on exams that measure retention of course material as well as original analysis 
and interpretation 

• Participate in lectures and discussion to develop skill in articulating and defending analyses and 
interpretations of literary works in a group context 

 
Writing Requirements 

Students in this course will 
• Write at least one critical essay of at least 5 pages on a theme, work, group of works, or any other 

relevant topic that demonstrates close reading, analysis, and interpretive skill 
• Write several brief responses on relevant topics to demonstrate competency in reading and 

responding critically and cogently to literary texts 
• Write at least one timed in-class examination 

 
Grading 

I will determine semester grades based on the following: 
• 3 Literary analysis papers   15 points (5 points each) 
• 16 Reading Responses/Quizzes  15 points (1 point each. One score will be dropped) 
• Group Presentation   10 points 
• Round-table Group Teaching  10 points 
• Research Project             20 points  
• Midterm     10 points 
• Final Exam    20 points 

  Total points possible             100 points 
You may calculate your grade at any time during the semester by dividing the total points received by the 
total points possible.   

 
Calculating Grades 

Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard letter-
grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the following 
percentages: 

 
A = 100 – 93 % A- = 92 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 
C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 
D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    

  
Quizzes and Response Papers 

I will assign frequent Reader Response papers.  I will also give frequent unannounced in-class quizzes.  
The response papers and the quizzes will not be accepted late.  They cannot be made up, but I will drop 
your lowest score to help compensate for emergency absences.  If your absence is due to a school-
sponsored activity, you may request alternate assignments as long as you follow school policy as 
described in DSC’s webpage: http://www.dixie.edu.humanres/pol.html 

 
Late Paper Policy 

All major papers and projects must be submitted on the days indicated on the syllabus, or earlier is an 
absence is planned.  Late papers will be docked one letter grade for each class period they are late.    No 
late work for quizzes or response papers will be accepted. 



 

 

Plagiarism 
Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 
plagiarism is thoroughly defined.  Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html  Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such as “copying 
from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the person giving 
the test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or receiving 
unauthorized information about any test”; “using any unauthorized resource or aid in the preparation or 
completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the unauthorized 
collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.”  Your understanding of this 
concept is essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  

 
Writing center  

Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their composition 
assignments through a process of invention, writing and revision. The Writing Center is not a 
proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instructions and tips to 
help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 
Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to 
sign-up for an appointment. While the Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are 
strongly recommended, particularly during high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to 
finals. 
 
While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab 
(OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this 
site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this service, allow a few days for 
your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until Thursday 
night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 

 
Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a 
major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center 
Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed 
eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you 
have any questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center at 652-6516.  It is 
located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

 
Other Student Support Services 

Syllabus link    http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
Testing Center link   http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 
Library Services link    http://library.dixie.edu/ 
Dixie OWL link      http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
Tutoring Center link  http://new.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 
Writing Center link  http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 

 
The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 

 
 



 

 

Calendar 
This calendar is subject to change.  Please check Blackboard for due dates and changes made to the calendar.  
For example, I will be posting the specific poetry selections that you will need to read for the poetry section. 
 
Week  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due 
Week 1 Mon Aug 23 Course Introduction  

Wed Aug 25 Begin Short Story Section 
Department Pretest 
Assign groups and presentations 

READ:  Faulkner,  “A Rose for Emily” 

Fri Aug 27  READ: Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” 
Week 2 Mon Aug 31  READ:  Boyle “Greasy Lake” 

Wed Sept 1  READ:  Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” 
Fri Sept 3 Group Roundtable (group 1) READ:  Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

Week 3 Mon Sept 6 Holiday Holiday 
Wed Sept 8  READ: Borges “The Gospel According to Mark” 

and “The Prodigal Son” 
Fri Sept 10 Group Roundtable (group 2) READ:O’Connor “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 

Week 4 Mon Sept 13  READ: Porter  “The Jilting of Granny 
Weatherall”   
READ:  Vonnegut “Harrison Bergeron” 

Wed Sept 15  READ: Walker: “Everyday Use” 
READ: Alexie “This is What it Means to Say 
Pheonix, Arizona 

Fri Sept 17 Individual Presentations:  Short 
Story (8 people) 

Short Story Presentations 

Week 5 Mon Sept 20 Individual Presentations: Short 
Stories (4 people) 

READ: London, “To Build a Fire”  

Wed Sept 22  READ: O’Brien “The Things They Carried” 
Fri Sept 24  READ:   Kafka, “The Metamorphosis” 

Week 6 Mon Sept 27 Begin Poetry Section Due:  2-page literary analysis paper 
 

Wed Sept 29  Read and enjoy Love / Desire / Hate Poetry 
Fri Oct 1 Group Roundtable (group 3) READ  Love/ Desire / Hate  Poetry 

Week 7 Mon Oct 4 Holiday Holiday 
Wed Oct 6  READ: Love / Desire / Hate Poetry 
Fri Oct 8  READ Art Poetry 

Week 8 Mon Oct 11 Review for Midterm (group 
Roundtable 4) 

 

Wed Oct 13 Midterm Midterm 
Fri Oct 15  Due: Quiz/Reading Response File (1st half) 

READ Nature Poetry 
Week 9 Mon Oct 18 Individual Presentations:  Poetry 

(8 people) 
Poetry Presentations 

Wed Oct 20 Individual Presentations: Poetry (4 
people) 

READ: War poetry 
 

Fri Oct 22  READ: Death poetry 
Week 10 Mon Oct 25  READ Death poetry  

Wed  Oct 27  READ: Faith / Doubt / Religious 
Fri Oct 29 Group Roundtable (group 5) READ: Faith / Doubt / Religious 

Week 11 Mon Nov 1  READ: Faith / Doubt / Religious 
Wed Nov 3 Begin Drama Section Due:  2 page Literary Analysis Paper 
Fri Nov 5  READ: Oedipus 

Week 12 Mon Nov 8  READ: Oedipus 



 

 

DUE:  Proposal for Final Research Project. 
Wed Nov 10  READ: Hamlet 
Fri Nov 12 Group Roundtable (group 6) READ: Hamlet 

Week 13 Mon Nov 15  READ: Hamlet 
Wed Nov 17  READ: Hamlet 
Fri  Nov 19 Individual Presentations: Drama (8 

people) 
Drama Presentations 
 

Week 14 Mon Nov 22  READ: Ibsen A Doll’s House  
Wed Nov 24 Thanksgiving Holiday  
Fri Nov 26 Thanksgiving Holiday  

Week 15 Mon Nov 29  READ: Ibsen A Doll’s House 
Wed  Dec 1 Group Roundtable (group 7) READ: Ibsen A Doll’s House  
Fri Dec 3 Oral Presentations Due:  2 page literary Analysis Paper 

Week 16 Mon Dec 6 Oral Presentations Due:  2nd half Quiz/Writing Response Folder 
Wed Dec 8 Oral Presentations Due:  Final Research Projects 
Friday Dec 10 Review for final exam  

Finals Finals Dec 13-17 Final Exam Wed Dec 15 at 7:30 
AM 

Final Exam Wed Dec 15  at 7:30 AM 

 
 


