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SYLLABUS 
 

This course will introduce students to some of the major writers of the British Isles through careful 

study of a variety of literary.  The course will engage students with common practices in reading, 

interpreting and writing about literature, and it will address questions of literary form and genre, the 

relationship between literary works and the cultures that produce them, and how and why we read.  
3 lecture hours per week.  

 
Text and Required Material 
 

 Norton Anthology of English Literature, 8th Edition.  (ISBN 9780393925326)  

 Defoe, Daniel. Robinson Crusoe. Any edition. 
 

General Education 
 

 This course fulfills the General Education requirement for Literature/ Humanities (HU). 

 
 
Departmental objectives 

The students will be required to read and discuss all assigned texts, as well as keeping a reading log 

for all of the literature that they read this semester. Over the semester, the students will write two 

papers, create several paragraphs, complete a take-home midterm, and take a timed final exam. 
The students will also be required to take several preparation quizzes. 

Student Learning Outcomes  

 

 Student will demonstrate knowledge of the literary content covered in each course. 

 Students will effectively analyze formal elements of literature within assigned texts.  

 Students will synthesize secondary material and understand critical discussions in all areas of 

literary debate.  

 
 
Grading 

I will determine semester grades based on the following: 

 11 Quizzes                                      10 points (1 point each. One score will be dropped) 

 Reading Log/Response Papers  20 points 

 Individual Presentation   10 points   

 Research Project             20 points (must include sources I will provide some?) 

 Midterm     35 points 

 Final Exam    35 points  

  Total points possible             130 points 

 

You may calculate your grade at any time during the semester by dividing the total points received by 

the total points possible.   
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Calculating Grades 
Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard 

letter-grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the 

following percentages: 
 

A = 100 – 93 % A- = 92 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 

C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 

D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    

  

Quizzes and Reading Log 
I will assign frequent Reader Response posts.  I will also give frequent unannounced in-class 

quizzes.  The response posts and the quizzes will not be accepted late.  They cannot be made up, 

but I will drop your lowest score to help compensate for emergency absences.  If your absence is 

due to a school-sponsored activity, you may request alternate assignments as long as you follow 

school policy as described in DSC’s webpage: http://www.dixie.edu.humanres/pol.html 

 

Reading Log/Paragraphs This log will be kept by the students for each piece of writing we read 

this semester. Eight times during the semester you will come up with a reader response paragraph.  

This may be a thought-provoking question followed by an insightful paragraph response to this 

question—think about these questions and paragraphs as the most interesting ideas you come up 

with while keeping your reading log.  It may also be some unique connection that you make with 

the text, based on personal experience or observation, or some comparison or contrast that you 

make with pop culture, politics, or life in general.  These paragraphs will be graded with a plus 

(+), a check (/), or a minus (-).  I will also collect the logs themselves at a few, unannounced 

points during the semester.  I will give the logs a letter grade, and then I will average these letter 

grades at the end of the semester. 

 
Late Paper Policy 

All major papers (literary analysis papers and the research project) must be submitted on the days 

indicated on the syllabus, or earlier is an absence is planned.  Late papers will be docked one letter 

grade for each class period they are late.    No late work for quizzes or response papers will be 

accepted. 

 

There will be no make-up or rescheduling of dates for the group or individual presentations, so 

please choose your dates carefully.  If you see a need to change dates, you will need to find 

someone to switch with you.   

 
Plagiarism 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 

plagiarism is thoroughly defined.  Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html  Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such as 

“copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the 

person giving the test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or 

receiving unauthorized information about any test”; “using any unauthorized resource or aid in the 

preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the 

unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.”  Your 

understanding of this concept is essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  
 

 
 
 
Writing center  

http://www.dixie.edu.humanres/pol.html
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Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their 

composition assignments through a process of invention, writing and revision. The Writing Center 

is not a proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, 

instructions and tips to help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the 

first floor of the Browning Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit 

http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. While the Writing 

Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are strongly recommended, particularly during 

high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to finals. 

 

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing 

Lab (OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an 

attachment to this site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this 

service, allow a few days for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, 

you should not wait until Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 
 
Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit 

a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The 

Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are 

deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be 

assigned.  If you have any questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center 

at 652-6516.  It is located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead 

Building. 

 

Other Student Support Services 

Syllabus link    http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

Testing Center link   http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

Library Services link    http://library.dixie.edu/ 

Dixie OWL link      http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

Tutoring Center link  http://new.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

Writing Center link  http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 

 

The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 

 
Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and 

attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the 

instructor 
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Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the calendar 

are due at the beginning of class.   

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at beginning of class) 

Week 1 Mon Aug 22 Course introduction Read Bede Caedmon’s Hymn page 24-25 

Wed Aug 24  Read The Dream of the Rood page 27 

Read Beowulf sections: pp 29-31; pp 34  lines 1-25; pp 80-

93 lines 2200-2820; pp 99-100 lines 3137-end  

Fri Aug 26  Read Judith pages 100-108 

Read The Wanderer page 111 

Read The Wife’s Lament page 113 

Week 2 Mon Aug 29 In class Malory, Wace, Brut Read Marie de France Lanval  page 141-155 

Wed Aug 31 Sir Gawain Parts 1 and 2 Pages 160-185 

Fri Sept 2 Sir Gawain Parts 3 and 4 Pages 186-213 

Reading Log Paragraph due (1) 

Week 3 Mon Sept 5 Labor Day Labor Day 

Wed Sept 7 Chaucer Overview/Prologue 

Chaucer Miller’s Tale 

Read Intro material pages 218-219 and lines 1-18 

Read pages 239 - 246 

Fri Sept 9 Chaucer Miller’s Tale Read pages 247 -  255 

Week 4 Mon Sept 12 Chaucer Wife of Bath Read  pages 256 -275 

Wed Sept 14 Chaucer Wife of Bath Read pages 275-284 

Fri Sept 16 Chaucer Wife of Bath 

In-class discussion of 

Langland’s Piers Plowman  

Class Presentations Pardoner’s Tale, Nun’s Priest’s Tale, 

Parson’s Tale 

Read First and last paragraph of intro material (pages 331-

33) 

Read lines pages 333-36, lines 1-230 and  

Reading Log Paragraph Due (2) 

Week 5 Mon Sept 19 Malory’s Morte Darthur 

Writing About Literature 

Read 438-457 

 

Wed Sept 21 Class Presentations Class Presentations 

Fri Sept 23 Everyman Read pages 463-484 

Week 6 Mon Sept 26 Begin volume B 

Thomas Wyatt 

Elizabeth I 

Read pages 592-596 and 599 

Read “Speech to the Troops at Tilbury 

Wed Sept 28 Edmund Spencer Edmund Spenser “The Fairie Queene” Bk 1 pages 714-732 

Fri Sept 30 Sir Philip Sidney 

Sonnet Sequences 

Rea intro material page 947-48 

Read The Defense of Posey Conclusion page 973-74 

Read Sonnets  1, 2, 20,47,  49 

Reading Log Paragraph Due (3) 

Week 7 Mon Oct 3 Christopher Marlowe 

William Shakespeare 

Christopher Marlowe “The Passionate Shepherd to His 

Love” 1022 

Christopher Marlowe Faustus Scene 13 pages 1053-55 

Sir Walter Raleigh “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd” 

page 917  ; Read intro material 1058-61 

Shakespeare Sonnets18, 29,  116, 130, 

Wed Oct 5 Midterm Review   

Fri Oct 7 Midterm  Midterm 

Week 8 Mon Oct 10 King Lear Lear Act I pages 1139-1164 

Wed Oct 12 King Lear Lear Act II 1164-1180 

Fri Oct 14 King Lear Lear Act III   1181-1195 

Reading Log Paragraph Due (4) 

Week 9 Mon Oct 17 King Lear Lear Act IV  1195-1212 
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Wed Oct 19 King Lear Lear V 1213-1223 

Fri Oct 21 Ben Johnson Class Presentations Ben Johnson Volpone,  John Webster 

The Duchess of Malfi. 

Johnson “Inviting a Friend to Supper 1432 

Johnson “To Celia” 1436 

Johnson “To the Memory of My Beloved, The Author, Mr. 

William Shakespeare” 1444 

Johnson “On My First Daughter” 1428 

Week 10 Mon Oct 24 The Early Seventeenth 

Century 

Donne 

“The Good Morrow” 1263 

“The Sun Rising” 1266 

 “The Canonization” 1267  

 “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” 1275 

Wed  Oct 26 Donne “The Indifferent” 1267 

‘The Bait” 1274 

 “The Apparition” 1274-75 

 “Death be not proud” 1296 

“Batter my heart, three personed God; for you” 1297 

Reading Log Paragraph Due (5) 

Fri Oct 28 Herbert “The Altar” 1607 

“Redemption” 1607 

“Jordan (1) 1611 

“Virtue” 1614 

 “The Pulley” 1620 

“Death” 1624 

“Love” 1624 

Week 11 

Mon Oct 31 Milton Paradise Lost  Selected readings 

Wed  Nov 2 Milton Paradise Lost Selected readings 

Fri  Nov 4 Class Presentations Class Presentations 

Week 12 Mon Nov 7 Begin Volume 3 Dryden “A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day” 2118 

“Epigram on Milton” 

Criticism “Shakespeare and Johnson compared” 2128-29 

Criticism “In Praise of Chaucer” 2132-33 

Aphra Behn Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave 2183-2203 

Wed Nov 9  Aphra Behn Oroonoko, or The Royal Salve 2204-2225 

Fri Nov 11  Class Presentations 

Reading Log Paragraph Due (6) 

Week 13 Mon Nov14  Alexander Pope “The Rape of the Lock” 2513-2531 

Wed Nov 16  Alexander Pope “Eloise and Ablelard” 2532-2540 

Fri  Nov 18 Research & Writing Day Research and writing day (No regular class)  

Week 14 Mon Nov 21  Robinson Crusoe 

Reading Log Paragraph Due (7) 

Wed Nov 23 Thanksgiving Break  

Fri Nov 25 Thanksgiving Break  

Week 15 Mon Nov 28  Robinson Crusoe 

Wed  Nov 30  William Hogarth “Marriage a-la-Mode” Pages 2556-64  

Fri Dec 2  John Gay “The Beggar’s Opera” 

Week 16 

Mon Dec 5  John Gay “The Beggar’s Opera” 

Reading Log Paragraphs Due (8) 

Wed  Dec 7  Robinson Crusoe 

Fri Dec 9  Review for Final Exam & Research Paper Due 

Week 17 

Dec 12-15 

Final Exam:  Monday, December 12, 10 AM  
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Eng 2500 Individual Presentation Guidelines 

 

Presentations should be no more than five minutes in length.   Practice your presentation 

to be sure about how much time it takes.  Please do not go over five minutes. 
 

I. The presentation should be a presentation and not a reading of a paper.  You may 

use notes, of course, but please do not read directly from a paper.  If you do this, 

your presentation will fail.  Practice the presentation many times before you 

come to class to give it.  I encourage you to use PowerPoint presentations, but 

you must have them ready to go before class begins.   

 

II. Presentations will come from material in our text that the class has not read.  Give 

an overview/ summary.  Direct the class to interesting quotations from the text.  

Remember, your presentation may be our only contact with that particular portion of 

the text.   

 
III. Use good speaking skills and maintain eye contact with the audience.  Remember 

that you need to get the class interested and excited about your topic.  That means 

that even if you aren’t particularly excited about it, you need to appear to be excited 

about it.  There is nothing worse than a presenter who speaks in a monotone and is 

bored with his/her own topic. 

 
IV. You may choose whatever element of your text that you find to be the most 

interesting, but be sure that you base your topic on the text and that you use the text 

for the presentation.  Refer to specific passages and lines in the text, and make 

sure to give us time to get to those references before you move on with the 

presentation. 

 

V. If your presentation is too short or too long, the grade will be lowered.  I will have a 

timer with me on the day of presentations.  Believe it or not, most presentations tend 

to go too long. . .  On the other hand, your presentation should be at least five 

minutes.  Be sure your presentation is set up BEFORE class.  Do not spend time 

setting up your presentation during class.  As a group, you could set up a file with 

all of the presentations merged together or at least on the same storage device.  

Work together as a group.   
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Class presentation Topics: 

 

Volume A 

 

The Pardoner’s Tale 

The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 

The Parson’s Tale 

Second Shepherd’s play 

Julian of Norwich 

Margery Kempe 

John Gower 

 

Volume B 

Thomas More Utopia 

Ben Johnson Volpone 

John Webster The Duchess of Malfi 

Sir Francis Bacon 

Thomas Hobbes Leviathan 

Mary Wroth 

Joseph Swetnam/Rachel Speght 

William Tyndale 

Elizabeth I 

Anne Askew 

 

Volume C 

Samuel Pepys 

Popular Ballads 

Thomas Gray 

John Locke 

Mary Astell 

David Hume 

Johnathan Swift 

John Bunyan 

Francis Burney 

Thomas Gray 

Daniel Defoe Roxanna  


