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SYLLABUS 
 

This course will introduce students to some of the major writers of the British Isles through careful 

study of a variety of literary works from the Romantic period to the present.  The course will engage 

students with common practices in reading, interpreting and writing about literature, and it will 

address questions of literary form and genre, the relationship between literary works and the 
cultures that produce them, and how and why we read.  3 lecture hours per week.  

 
Text and Required Material 
 

 Norton Anthology of English Literature, 8th Edition.  (ISBN 9780393925326)  

 The Mayor of Casterbridge, by Thomas Hardy.  Any edition. 
 

General Education 
 

 This course fulfills the General Education requirement for Literature/ Humanities (HU). 

 
 
Departmental objectives 

The students will be required to read and discuss all assigned texts, as well as keeping a reading log 

for all of the literature that they read this semester. Over the semester, the students will write two 

papers, create several paragraphs, complete a take-home midterm, and take a timed final exam. 
The students will also be required to take several preparation quizzes. 

Student Learning Outcomes  

 

 Student will demonstrate knowledge of the literary content covered in each course. 

 Students will effectively analyze formal elements of literature within assigned texts.  

 Students will synthesize secondary material and understand critical discussions in all areas of 

literary debate.  

 
 
Grading 

I will determine semester grades based on the following: 

 3 Literary analysis papers   15 points (5 points each) 

 11 Quizzes                                      10 points (1 point each. One score will be dropped) 

 Individual Presentation    5 points 

 Round-table Group Teaching   5 points 

 Reader Response posts (due weekly) 10 points 

 Research Project             20 points  

 Midterm     15 points 

 Final Exam    20 points 

  Total points possible             100 points 

 

You may calculate your grade at any time during the semester by dividing the total points received by 

the total points possible.   
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Calculating Grades 

Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard 
letter-grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the 

following percentages: 
 

A = 100 – 93 % A- = 92 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 

C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 

D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    

  

Quizzes and Response Papers 
I will assign frequent Reader Response posts.  I will also give frequent unannounced in-class 

quizzes.  The response posts and the quizzes will not be accepted late.  They cannot be made up, 

but I will drop your lowest score to help compensate for emergency absences.  If your absence is 

due to a school-sponsored activity, you may request alternate assignments as long as you follow 

school policy as described in DSC’s webpage: http://www.dixie.edu.humanres/pol.html 

 
Late Paper Policy 

All major papers (literary analysis papers and the research project) must be submitted on the days 

indicated on the syllabus, or earlier is an absence is planned.  Late papers will be docked one letter 

grade for each class period they are late.    No late work for quizzes or response papers will be 

accepted. 

 

There will be no make-up or rescheduling of dates for the group or individual presentations, so 

please choose your dates carefully.  If you see a need to change dates, you will need to find 

someone to switch with you.   

 
Plagiarism 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 

plagiarism is thoroughly defined.  Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html  Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such as 

“copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the 

person giving the test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or 

receiving unauthorized information about any test”; “using any unauthorized resource or aid in the 

preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the 

unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.”  Your 

understanding of this concept is essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  
 

Writing center  

Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their 

composition assignments through a process of invention, writing and revision. The Writing Center 

is not a proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, 

instructions and tips to help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the 

first floor of the Browning Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit 

http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to sign-up for an appointment. While the Writing 

Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are strongly recommended, particularly during 

high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to finals. 

 

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing 

Lab (OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an 
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attachment to this site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this 

service, allow a few days for your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, 

you should not wait until Thursday night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 
 
Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit 

a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The 

Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are 

deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be 

assigned.  If you have any questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center 

at 652-6516.  It is located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead 

Building. 

 

Other Student Support Services 

Syllabus link    http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

Testing Center link   http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

Library Services link    http://library.dixie.edu/ 

Dixie OWL link      http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

Tutoring Center link  http://new.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

Writing Center link  http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center 

 

The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 

 
Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and 

attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the 

instructor 
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Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the calendar 

are due at the beginning of class.  For example, everything listed as “due” on January 11  is due at the 

beginning of class on January 11.  All “Prompt” responses should be typed and handed in on the due dates.  

No late work is accepted for Prompts. 

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at beginning of class) 

Week 1 Tue Jan 11 Course Introduction / pretest 

Overview 

Wordsworth: “The Tables Turned” 

“Expostulation and Reply” 

Week 2 Tue Jan 18 Romantic Period 

Introduction to Romantic Period 

The Sonnet & Early Lyrics 

Wordsworth:  

“ I wandered lonely as a cloud” 

“My heart leaps up” 

“Surprised by joy” 

“London 1802” 

“The World is too much with us” 

“We are seven” 

Charlotte Smith:   “To Night” 

William Blake: “The Lamb” & “The Tyger” 

Week 3 Tue Jan 25 Romantic Period 

Lyric Poetry 

The spirit of the age and revolution 

Preface to Lyrical Ballads (262- 274) 

Intro material for William Wordsworth 

“Lines Written in Early Spring” (250) 

Lines (Tintern Abby) 258-62 

Ode: Intimations of Immortality (306-312) 

Intro material to Coleridge 

Biographia Literaria (From Chapter 17, page 

483-485) 

The Eolian Harp (426-427) 

Kubla Kahn (446-448) 

Week 4 Tue Feb 1 Romantic Period 

The Long Poem 

Individual Presentations: Romantic Period 

Coleridge Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

(430-446) 

Shelley A Defense of Poetry (Intro & pages 

846-850 only) 

Shelley “To Wordsworth” 744 

“Hymn to Intellectual Beauty” 766-68 

“Ozymandias” 768 

“To a Sky-Lark” (817-819) 

Byron She walks in beauty” 612 

So we’ll go no more a roving 616 

Week 5 Tue Feb 8 Romantic Period 

Group Roundtable:  Romantic Period 

The Gothic and the development of 

Mass readership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horace Walpole From The Castle of Otranto 

(579-582) 

Anna Letita Aikin (Barbauld) and John 

Aikin (582-587) 

Anne Radcliffe From “The Romance of the 

Forest” (592-95) 

Matthew Gregory Lewis From The Monk 

(595-600) 

Anonymous “Terrorist Novel Writing” 601 

Coleridge “Review of The Monk” 602-606 

Mary Shelley “The Mortal Immortal”(961-

970) 
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Week 6 Tue Feb 15 Romantic Period 

The Ode 

Due Literary Analysis 

On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer 

(880-881) 

When I have fears that I may cease to be 

(888) 

La Belle Dame sans Merci: A Ballad (899) 

Sonnet to Sleep (900) 

Keats:  Ode to a Nightingale (903-905) 

Ode on a Grecian Urn (905-906) 

To Autumn (925-926) 

“This living hand, now warm and capable” 

(939) 

Letter:Keats to John Taylor (axioms on 

poetry) Page 944-45 & To Charles Brown 

(Keats last letter) page 954-955 

Week 7 Tue Feb 22 Victorian Age 

Early Period 

Introduction of Victorian Age 

Industrialization 

The Woman Question 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning:  

Sonnets from the Portuguese (21, 22, 32, 43) 

Aurora Leigh (From Book 5) 1104-1106 

Mother and Poet 1106-09 

Hear the children crying? 

Robert Browning “To My Last Duchess” 

Mayor of Casterbridge (Ch 1-15) 

Week 8 Tue Mar 1 Victorian Period 

Group Roundtable:  Midterm Review 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti “ 

Christina Rossetti “Goblin Market,” “No, 

Thank You, John,” “Promises Like Pie 

Crust” 

Gerard Manley Hopkins “Pied Beauty” 1518  

Lewis Carroll Jabberwocky 153 

Mayor of Casterbridge (Ch 16-30) 

Midterm at the test center.  Due before 

Friday.  Essay portion must be submitted 

at the test center when you take the test. 

Week 9 Tue Mar 8 Victorian Age 

Evolution 

Individual Presentations: The Victorian 

Period 

Tennyson “The Lady of Shalott” 1114-18 

Ulysses 1123 

In Memoriam (selections) 

The Charge of the Light Brigade 1188 

Idylls of the King “The Passing of Arthur” 

1201 

Crossing of the Bar 1211 

Evolution 1530 

Mayor of Casterbridge (Ch 31-45) 

Week 10 Tue Mar 15 Spring Break No Classes 

Week 11 

Tue Mar 22 Victorian Age 

LATE VICTORIAN 

Robert Louis Stevenson  

“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” 

Oscar Wilde “The Importance of Being 

Ernest” 

Week 12 Tue Mar 29 Victorian Age 

Group Roundtable: The Woman Question 

and Empire and national identity 

LATE VICTORIAN 

 

Ridyard Kipling “The Man Who Would be 

King” 1793 

Rudyard Kipling “The Widow at Windsor,” 

“Recessional”, “The White Man’s Burden,” 

If” 1819-22 

Due:  Literary analysis Paper 
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Week 13 Tue Apr 5 The Twentieth Century 

Introduction of Twentieth Century Lit 

Thomas Hardy: Hap, Neutral Tones, The 

Ruined Maid, Channel Firing, The Workbox 

A.E. Houseman: Loveliest of Trees 

When I Was One-and-Twenty 

To an Athlete Dying Young 

Week 14 Tue Apr 12 The twentieth Century 

Individual Presentations: Twentieth 

Century 

Mayor of Casterbridge 

War poetry (selections) 

Yeats 

Week 15 Tue Apr 19 The Twentieth Century 

Group Presentations: Twentieth Century 

Short stories 

“Things Fall Apart” 

Nadine Gordimer “Before the Gun Went Off  

2575-2578 

Deadline for Drafts of Research Papers for 

instructor review (optional).  Drafts must be 

submitted to Blackboard email. 

Due:  Literary analysis Paper 

Week 16 Tue April 26 The Twentieth Century 

Group Roundtable: Final Exam Review 

Post colonial lit cont. (selections) 

Due before 5 pm on Friday (April 22):  

Research Paper 

Week 16 Final Exam 
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Reader Response Posts: 

Each week I would like you to post a response to the reading.  We will use a class 

wiki. You may respond in one or more of several different ways.  What questions 

does a selection inspire?  What is your overall impression of the selection?  How 

does the selection represent the time period from which it comes?  Do you like it?  

Why? Why not?  Does it relate to anything in your own life or situation?   

There will be a total of thirteen reader response posts.  We will begin with “Week 2” 

readings and continue throughout the semester, with the exception of “Week 10,” 

which is spring break. 

I have not tried this idea before, so I welcome your input.  Let me know if you think 

it’s a good activity.  The alternative would be to keep a reading journal or to require 

more response papers to be handed in.  My goal is promote discussion.  Time in class 

will be quite limited because we meet only once each week.   

You may gather ideas for a term paper from some of the posts, or maybe you will 

understand the material better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

Eng 2510 Individual Presentation Guidelines 

 

Presentations should be no more than five minutes in length.   Practice your presentation 

to be sure about how much time it takes.  Please do not go over five minutes. 
 

I. The presentation should be a presentation and not a reading of a paper.  You may 

use notes, of course, but please do not read directly from a paper.  If you do this, 

your presentation will fail.  Practice the presentation many times before you 

come to class to give it.  I encourage you to use PowerPoint presentations, but 

you must have them ready to go before class begins.   

 

II. Presentations will come from material in our text that the class has not read.  Give 

an overview/ summary.  Direct the class to interesting quotations from the text.  

Remember, your presentation may be our only contact with that particular portion of 

the text.   

 
III. Use good speaking skills and maintain eye contact with the audience.  Remember 

that you need to get the class interested and excited about your topic.  That means 

that even if you aren’t particularly excited about it, you need to appear to be excited 

about it.  There is nothing worse than a presenter who speaks in a monotone and is 

bored with his/her own topic. 

 
IV. You may choose whatever element of your text that you find to be the most 

interesting, but be sure that you base your topic on the text and that you use the text 

for the presentation.  Refer to specific passages and lines in the text, and make 

sure to give us time to get to those references before you move on with the 

presentation. 

 

V. If your presentation is too short or too long, the grade will be lowered.  I will have a 

timer with me on the day of presentations.  Believe it or not, most presentations tend 

to go too long. . .  On the other hand, your presentation should be at least five 

minutes.  Be sure your presentation is set up BEFORE class.  Do not spend time 

setting up your presentation during class.  As a group, you could set up a file with 

all of the presentations merged together or at least on the same storage device.  

Work together as a group.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eng 2510 Group Round-table Guidelines 
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Each “round-table” group will consist of approximately five students.  Basically, you will 

be the discussion leaders for at least the first thirty minutes of our discussion.  Your job is 

to present the assigned material to the class.  For example, if the class reads “Dr. Jekyll 

and Mr. Hyde,” your task would be to prepare a classroom discussion for that text.  You 

may use games, lectures, PowerPoint, quizzes.  Think about how YOU would like to have 

the material presented to you.  You will need to do some research about your topic and be 

prepared for questions and responses from the class. 
 

1. The rest of the class will be asked to come prepared to ask you any questions that 

they have about the text.  You are the experts for that text at that moment.  My 

position during the presentation will be as a member of the class, and I expect that 

the panel will function as the teachers for that time frame.  Be prepared for silence 

and for coming up with ways to get students involved in the discussion.  You may 

present the material in any way you would like.  You may use media, hand-outs, 

play games, give quizzes.  Be creative.   

 

2. Each group should have a leader.  The group leader will be responsible for making 

sure that each group member has an opportunity to talk and make sure that students 

in the class who want to participate are given a chance to do so. 

 

3. Your grade will be determined individually by how well you know the text, the 

depth of your discussion questions and the answers that you provide to those 

questions as well as those questions posed by the other panel members and class 

members. 

 

4. The class will offer a peer review of each group round-table.  

 

5. Your presentation/teaching should last 20 – 30 minutes.  It may last longer if you 

wish.  Some successful presentations have taken the entire class period.   

 

 

 

 

 


