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Intermediate Writing—English 2010 (3 credits)                              Kellie Richins – Fall 2011 
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 

 
Instructor:     Kellie Richins    
Office:      Hazy 230   

Office Phone:     435-817-1940  (email is the best way to contact me, but if you need to call or text, feel free).     

Office Hours:     Before class 5:00 p.m. & after class 7:45 p.m. 

- Note: Because I’m adjunct I don’t have an official office.  So, before and after class work 

best.  However, you can also call my cell or email me with any questions during the week.  
Feel free to contact me.     

E-mail:  krichins@washonline.org; richins@dixie.edu   

Writing Center: Browning Bldg. (bottom floor - below testing cntr) - see DSC web site for phone & hours     

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building - see DSC web site for phone & hours         

Class Location: Hazy 230  

Course Prerequisite:   English 1010 (with a grade of C or higher)   

Library 1010?  If you have not taken – and passed – Library 1010, then you need to sign up for  

   the course and take it along with English 2010! 

 

What will this Course be like?    
 

 This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, throughout this 

term, you will be an active participant in class.  We focus on the process of writing with the goal to that such 

will improve the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 2010 is to help you better 

communicate your ideas clearly and effectively (in writing) to an audience of college-educated adults in 

academic settings.  This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you 

within college, and beyond.   

 

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay—writing skills studied 

in English 1010. You will increase your capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order your 

thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  You will also receive training in the 

skills necessary for written-communication demands in college, on the job, and as citizens. To reach those 

objectives, the course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise.   

 

The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and library research in 

which you will get to demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to enable 

competent and successful research.  More specifically, in this course, you will:    

 

 Write 2-3 short papers (3-4 pages) in expository genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-

con, or cause-effect.     

 Write at least one 9-10 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias 

and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page 

research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-

graded first drafts).   

mailto:krichins@washonline.org
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 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  

 

Materials:   
 

-  How to Write Anything  by John J. Ruszkiewicz & Jay Dolmage  

-  A Dixie College e-mail account  

-  An official Dixie College computer username and password (so you can log-on to campus computers)  

-  A college level dictionary and thesaurus (if you don’t already have one). See paperback combo in 

bookstore.   

-  Flash memory sticks/thumb drive  put your name, phone & e-mail on them 

-  4 "wing" document clips from bookstore (.10 cents each?)   

- Spiral notebook (or you can type it if you prefer) to record your writing logs   

Late work   
-  All drafts and final versions are due on their announced due dates.  Late work will be deducted 5 

points per day (including weekends) and nothing will be accepted five days after the original due 

date.  Also, no late work will be accepted on the final essay of the semester.   

Class Readings 
-  On occasion, we will have out of class reading assignments.  Each time we are scheduled to discuss a 

particular essay, please be fully prepared.  Part of this means coming to class able to a) summarize 

what you’ve read, and b) ask thoughtful questions about it.  In other words, proactively read the 

essays.  Each outside reading will be accompanied with an assignment or quiz to help you meet this 

requirement.  

Attendance 
It is imperative that you are in class on time each week.  Because we only meet once a week, a great deal 

of material will be covered each time that you 1. Simply cannot afford to miss if you want to succeed in 

the class and 2.  You will be held accountable for.  Additionally, attendance will count towards your 

final grade (see section on grading). 

Classroom Disruptions 

            Basically, you are adults and I expect you to act accordingly.  Since talking is a big part of this course, I 

need to clarify that talking should be with those of us in class and related to the topic at hand.  Please 

turn off your cell phone or place it on silent when you come to class.  You are investing a good deal 

of money and time to be here; make it worth your while and accept responsibility for your own learning.   

Writing Log 
 “We can build a sense of how to polish writing effectively by paying attention to what good writers do 

with language when they write.”  Deborah Dean, Strategic Writing.  For this assignment you will need to 

read from anything you choose (that is appropriate to report on) and create a total of 15 journal entries 

based on the writing you encounter.  You are not reporting on what you read, but rather the writing 

itself.  I will give you a format and model in class to answer/clarify any questions.  Each week, students 

will share with the class what they have discovered and included in their writing logs, so be prepared.  

This writing log will be due towards the end of the semester.  

Six Traits of Writing: In this course we will use the Six Traits of Writing, as developed by Northwest Regional 

Educational Laboratories, as the common vocabulary and assessment tool.  The six traits are ideas, organization, 

voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions. A separate handout will describe these in more detail.  

Journals 
 As part of the class each week, you will be given a prompt to respond to in writing.  The purpose of this 

activity is multi-faceted:  the quotes are such that you need to analyze them and make a statement that 

you can support with specific evidence and examples.  Additionally, you will be expected to demonstrate 
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application of writing principals discussed in class within your journal.  Finally, journals will be 

interactive, and you will need to respond to THREE (3) classmates’ journal entries each week.   To 

summarize, You will make an original post in the discussion section of Blackboard of at least 150 

words.  Then, you will respond to THREE (3) of your classmates by Wednesday of the following week.  

Each reply needs to be at least 75 words.   

How Your Grade is Calculated 

 
 Assignment   Points Possible      

Attendance (5 pts. per 

class) 

                 /75 

 

Writing Log                  /45 

 

In Class Assignments: 

Grammar exercises, 

quizzes, writing activities,   

NO MAKE UP 

                  /50 

Word Search Essay 

 

                   /60 

Argumentative  Essay 

 

                    /80 

Annotated Bibliography 

for Research Paper    

                    /30 

 

Research Paper                   /100 

 

Journals                       /60 

 

Final 

 

                    /35 

  

 

TOTAL                    /535 PTS. 

 

GRADE SCALE 

A=94-100 A- =90-93 B+=87-89 B=83-86 B-= 80-82 C+= 77-79 

C=73-76 C-= 70-72 D+= 67-69 D= 63-66 D-= 60-62 

 

One Second Chance     
 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the major essays, the goal is for you to write and revise 

them before you submit final drafts.  As you revise your work-in-progress, I encourage you to take advantage of 

talking with me, calling/emailing me with questions, using your peers in the class, and using the college writing 

center for additional assistance.  
 

 Nonetheless, you may revise one of the first two major essays once more after its original final grade.          

In order to take advantage of this “second chance” opportunity, you must fulfill the following requirements: 
   

            1)  Talk with me so we can discuss why your essay needs revising.     
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  2)  You must have written (and submitted) the essay the first time.   

- If you missed the final of the essay, you may not take advantage of the extra revision 

opportunity. Why?  The extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it is 

intended to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) wrestled with trying 

to improve their writing.   

    3) You will need to have attended the peer-response day for the first draft of that paper.  

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble  
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent 

marking of your college file.   

 

What is plagiarism?  It is either:  

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 

use that person’s ideas).   

            It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own 

words] (172).   

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my 

attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in 

your final draft).  Feel free to see me for help in using outside sources in your writing.   

 

 

Peer Review/ Workshop Days:   You will not receive your in-class assignment credit on editing days if 

you are not prepared.                   Being prepared means:    

1) Having a legitimate rough draft ready!  

2) A willingness to help your peers improve their writing 

3) Bring necessary copies of your essay for peer review 

 

Please note:  Always save your drafts of essays on your memory stick , and always bring it to class.  At this 

level of college, statements such as: “I don’t have my paper,” or “It’s at home on my computer,” or “I couldn’t 

get it to print….”  don’t bode well.  Just be prepared.  Also, once you decide on your final paper’s focus, I will 

expect you to carry through with that focus.  Because I have had plagiarism problems with students, you may 

not change the paper’s focal point midway through that paper.    
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Week         Assignment Description          Note:  This syllabus is subject to change 
 

 

Wk 1  Introduction to the course, class syllabus, discussion of writing, Pre-Test       
Aug 25

th
       

 

 

Wk 2  T.L.T.J. (trait, log, trick, journal), sign up for writing log presentations, Intro to new unit—Word  

Sept. 1
st
   Search Essay, choose word, free write, library research ** Finish research requirements 

 

 

Wk 3  T.L.T.J., visual collage, intro & conclusion mini workshop, models for essay, outline your essay,  

Sept. 8
th

             go over rubric requirements  ** Rough Draft of essay (3-5 pages).   

 

 

Wk 4  T.L.T.J., works cited – finish in class, in-text citations, Hook ‘Em, peer and self edit, reflection  

Sept. 15
th

     **Final draft due at first of class next week.  Please have everything in the proper order             

and paper clipped together.    

   

 

Wk 5  T.L.T.J., Discuss reflective piece, Introduce argumentative essay, brainstorm, Jig-Saw 

Sept. 22
nd

   activity with articles, topic, research for additional articles ** Read pages 74-79,                       

  finish researching for add’l articles.   

    

 

Wk 6    TLTJ, Models, Logical Fallacies, Create Annotated Bibliography, Organization/Create  

Sept. 29
th

   outline for essay, Start rough draft     ** Finish Rough Draft and bring to class (note- your essay  

  will be due at the end of next class so be sure to complete your rough draft & bring your thumb  

  drive!!!) 

 

Wk 7  TLTJ, Read Revision pages 386-391, Edits: Self & Peer, Reflection, Make changes to rough draft 

and turn in final copy by end of  

Oct. 6
th

    class.    

 

Want to know your midterm grade?  Add up your points and divide by the points possible at that time 

 

Wk 8   NO CLASS- FALL BREAK. 
Oct. 13th    

 

 

Wk 9     TLTJ, Discuss Reflection of argumentative, Introduce Research Paper: Requirements, explanation 

etc…Good Research (pages 400-419), topic brainstorm, audience web, begin research ** solidify 

topic 

            

 

 

Wk 10  TLTJ, Rhetorical Questions, Grammar: fragments, Research Day- review pp 415-419 ** continue  

Oct. 27
th

   research, 2 entries added to annotated  
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Wk 11  TLTJ, Grammar:  run-on sentences, Research Day ** 2 more entries for     

Nov. 3
rd

    annotated bibliography 

 

 

Wk 12  TLTJ, Grammar: Comma splice, sign up for individual interview time, model for research paper,  

Nov 10  outline/web for paper ** finish outline, final 2 sources for annotated (6 total), intro paragraph 

  

Wk 13    Individual Interviews:  You must have an outline AND an introduction.  Turn  

Nov. 17
th

   your annotated bibliography in during your appointment.  ** Writing Log (15 entries) 

     

Wk 14  Peer & Self Edit, Turn in Writing Log.  ** Final Draft and all components due next week.    

Dec. 1
st
     Don’t forget to have writing lab review your paper; it’s part of your grade 

 

   

Wk 16   Turn in Research Paper, Review for Final  
Dec. 8

th
    

 

 

Wk 17  Final Exam  –  May 5
th

 @ 5:15 p.m. 

Dec. 15
th
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Specific Objectives of this Course:      
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:   

 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, 

drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the 

paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest 

a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when 

necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are 

joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources  

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic 

databases available for research. 
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 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and research 

paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.    

 

 

The College Writing Center:  
 

Though I would prefer you come to me first for help with your essays-in-progress, you can also receive 

help from the college Writing Center.  The Writer Center provides a free service for students desiring additional 

assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  It is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.     

See the DSC web site (or English Dept. web site) for hours and contact information.     

 

The OWL - Online Writing Lab:  
 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 

and for numerous links to other web-sites that will help with writing.  To reach the page, go to the DSC home 

page, scroll to “Academics,” select the English Department, then select “Online Writing Lab.”    

 

Disability Statement:   
  

 If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in Room 201 of the Student 

Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for services based upon 

complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource Center will further 

evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable accommodations that 

are appropriate for your disability.     

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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What two things did your past English teachers do to best help you learn?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about your unique and specific writing struggles.    

- What can I best do to help you overcome those struggles?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

I have read the document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand the definition 

of plagiarism as outlined in the course syllabus.     

 

Name: ___________________________________________  

 

 

Signature: ________________________________________  Date:   ____________ 

 

 

 

 

Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t mind, 

please tell me your:     

 

 

Local phone: _____________________     E-mail addresse(s): _________________________ 

 


