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ENGLISH 1010 – Introduction to Writing, Spring 2014 

English 1010- 08 (MWF 10-10:50 am) Holland 476 
English 1010-11 (MWF 11-11:50am) Holland 469 

 
Instructor: Alison Larsen  
Email:alarsen@dixie.edu (checked daily M-F) 
Office Hours: MW 12:00-1:00 pm 
Office Phone: 435-879-4416 or 435-652-7815 
Office: HCC 457 

 

  
Required Text:  How to Write Anything:  A Guide and Reference with Readings by John J    

 Ruszkiewicz and Jay Dolmage. 
 
Other Required Materials:  1 Scantron and 1 Blue Book for final exam 
 
Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 
(Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher 
OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher)  

Course Description:  Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Designed to improve students' 
abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. 
Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to 
write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.   
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement: The English Department at Dixie State College strives to 
instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their 
function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 
evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  
 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition): As a subset to the English Department, the Composition 
Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the 
program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase 
students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and 
persuasive essays.  
 
Specific Objectives of English 1010:  
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  
       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   
   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 
selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
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   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 
transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 
whole.   
   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 
   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 
   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  
   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  and 
problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   
  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   
  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and  
bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in 
writing a research paper.   

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
     Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:   

 1.  Write more clearly.   
 2.  Write more correctly (in terms of academic rules of effective writing).    

 
General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number of 

credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-
specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-
graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   
 
Paper Format and Grading: All final drafts must be: 

 Typed in Times New Roman, 12 point font  

 Formatted with 1-inch margins on all sides  
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 Double-spaced (unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description)  

 Contain an interesting, engaging title (center spaced)  

 Otherwise formatted according to MLA style 
 
Grading: Essays will be graded for content, completeness, and correctness. Specific grading rubrics for each paper 
will be available on Canvas prior to the paper’s due date.  Papers will be graded and returned to you before the next 
one is due.   
 
I expect your papers’ subjects and your language to be professional.  While I want to hear your voice, and I want 
you to write about topics that interest you, make sure that you respect your audience’s values.  
 
Overall Course Grade: Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall: they are honor grades.  A grade of C is 
average and indicates that you have completed the requirements acceptably. Lower grades indicate a failure to meet 
minimum requirements.   
93-99 A 83-86 B 73-76 C  63-66D 
90-92 A- 80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D- 
87-89 B+ 77-79 C+  67-69 D+ 59 and below F 
  
Point Breakdown (this may change during the semester as needed) 
Class Attendance and Participation  40@ 10 points each 400 points 
Required Instructor Conference  1 @15 points  15 points 
Writing Center Visit    1 @15 points  15 points 
Rough Drafts      2 @ 30 points each  

2 @ 60 points each 180 points 
Final Drafts      2 @ 100 points each 

2 @ 200 points each 600 points 
Final Exam      1 @ 100 points  100 points 
 
Total:         1310 points 
You may choose to replace the grade for one essay by revising and polishing your previously submitted 
final draft for that assignment. The revised and polished version must be turned in by the final exam date. 
 
Conferences: Each of you will conference with me in my office at least once through the course of the semester.  
We will not meet as a class during conference week. Conferences are part of class participation and attendance.  
Please arrive on time and be prepared to ask any questions about the course. 
 
Do not wait for conferences if you need help; please feel free to meet with me at any time.  I am happy to help—just come see me. 
 
If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that 
semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left 
column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.    
 
Attendance Policy: Class attendance and participation are required.  To accommodate unavoidable absences due 
to illness or emergency, you are allowed up to the equivalent of two weeks of absences (6 classes) without additional 
penalty beyond losing participation points for those days absent. Absences exceeding the equivalent of two weeks 
result in a final grade reduction of one full letter grade.  Absences exceeding the equivalent of three weeks (9 
classes) result in a final grade of "F."  Students who are not present for the entire class period or who are 
unprepared for class will miss out on attendance points. 
 
If you miss class for any reason, you are still responsible for the material and content of the class and for any 
assignment given for the next class. If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an 
assignment by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  
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Policy for Absences Related to College Functions: For the DSC policy related to this area, see 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy: As stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual: “Academic 
dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written 
assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie 
State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
b. Failing the student in the entire course, 
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand,   place 

on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student.” 
Plagiarized papers, of course, will receive a zero and further action may be taken by the instructor and the college, according to college 
policy. 
 
General Class Policies: No eating. Water bottles only, with caps, please. No cell phone use, and no unauthorized 
computer use during class time.  Your grade depends upon participation and those points will be deducted if you 
are distracted by mobile devices that are not being used to further class activity and/or discussion.  
Disruptive Student Policy: Disruptive Behavior Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual:  

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning 
climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual 
class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the 
removal of disruptive students from their course. Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully 
disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

See this link for more information: http://www.dixie.edu/academics/disruptive_behavior_guidelines.php. 

Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will endeavor to do the same.  Disruptive 
students will lose participation points for that day.  Disruptive students asked to leave the class will be counted as 
absent for that entire class period. 
 
Late/Missing Assignments Policy: Papers or assignments are due by the end of the class period on the due date.  
Any papers or assignments turned in after that time will be deducted 10% per 24 hours late.  Exams may not be 
taken late. 
 
Rough drafts are required for every major writing assignment. If you do not turn in a rough draft, you will not 
receive credit for the final draft.  Likewise, your final draft must be significantly different from your rough draft in 
order to receive credit. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that 
may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in 
obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516.  Website: http://dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
Student Support services: 
Library:  http://library.dixie.edu  

 
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 
Writing Center and OWL: http://dixiewritingcenter.com 

 
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 
IT/Student Help Desk: http://dixie.edu/helpdesk 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/academics/disruptive_behavior_guidelines.php
http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk
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Dmail: You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and college information will be 
sent to your Dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, 
reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your 
courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you 
have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow the respective instructions. 

 
A syllabus is a contract. Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood the rules, policies and 
guidelines that the syllabus details.  
 
Course Schedule:  This schedule is tentative.  Changes will be announced in class and/or on Canvas 
 

Date In Class Reading Due 
Additional 

Supplemental 
Readings TBA 

Assignment Due 

Week 1 Jan 6-10    

Monday Syllabus Review 
Pre Test 

  

Wednesday Introduce Narrative 
Diagnostic Essay  

Chapter 1  

Friday Last Day to Add Without 
Instructor Permission 
Writing Process 

Chapter 19  

Week 2 Jan 13-17    

Monday Intro, Thesis, 
Conclusions 

Chapters 26 and 32-34  

Wednesday Peer Responses 
Grammar Workshop 

Chapters 56-58 Rough Draft of Practice 
Narrative Essay 

Friday Introduce Arguing Chapter 3  

Week 3 Jan 20-24    

Monday No class—MLK Day    

Wednesday Audience, Thesis, 
Appeals  

Chapter 3 Final Draft of Practice 
Narrative Essay 

Friday Claims, Assumptions Chapter 3  

Week 4 Jan 27-31    

Monday Pell Grant Census Date 
Last Date for Refund 

Fallacies 

Chapter 22  

Wednesday Discuss Model Essays 
Purge Date 

Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Friday Last Day to Add 
Peer Responses 

Grammar Workshop 

Chapters 59-60  Rough Draft of 
Persuasive Essay 

Week 5 Feb 3-7    

Monday Reverse Outline Act. 
Introduce Evaluating 

Chapters 30-31 
Chapter 4 

 

Wednesday Criteria, Evidence, 
Judgment 

Chapter 4 Final Draft of 
Persuasive Essay 

Friday Analysis Chapter 5  

http://go.dixie.edu/dmail/
http://go.dixie.edu/mydixie
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Week 6 Feb 10-14    

Monday Three Column Log 
Activity DO NOT MISS 

Chapter 5  

Wednesday Synthesis and 
Organization/ 
Peer Responses  

Chapters 35-37 Three Column Log Due 

Friday Discuss Model Essays Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Week 7 Feb 17-21    

Monday No class—President’s 
Day 

  

Wednesday Peer Responses Chapters 61-63 Rough Draft of 
Evaluative Essay  

Friday Introduce Researched 
Proposal 

  

Chapter 6 Schedule a 
time to conference in 

my office 

 

Week 8 Feb 24-28    

Monday Conferences 
Midterm Grades 

We will not meet in 
class this week 

Meet in my office 
At your scheduled time 

for a 10 minute 
conference.  Bring 

your essays to discuss. 

Final Draft of 
Evaluative Essay turned 
in to my office by noon. 

Wednesday Conferences   

Friday Conferences 
Last Day to Drop or Audit 

Classes 

 

Week 9 Mar 3-7 Library visit sometime 
this week or next 

  

Monday Appeals/Claims and 
Organization  

Last Day to Drop 

Chapter 6  

Wednesday Finding Sources Chapters 40-41  

Friday Evaluating and Using 
Sources 

Chapters 43-46  

Mar 10-14 Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break 

Week 10 Mar 17-21    

Monday Integrating and 
Documenting Sources  

Chapters 47-48  

Wednesday Intro to MLA Chapter 49  

Friday Discuss Model Essays Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Week 11 Mar 24-28    

Monday MLA and Research 
Workshopping 

  

Wednesday Peer Responses 
 

 Rough Draft of 
Researched Proposal  

Friday Introduce Rhetorical 
Analysis  

Last Day for Complete 
Withdrawal 

Chapter 8  
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Week 12 Mar 31-Apr 
4 

   

Monday GAPCOW Chapter 8  

Wednesday  Tone, Style Chapter 8  

Friday Close Reading, Reader 
and Writer Biases 

Last Date for Withdrawal 
 

Chapter 8 Final Draft of 
Researched Proposal 

Week 13 Apr 7-11    

Monday Practice Analyses Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Wednesday Discuss Model Essay Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Friday Discuss Model Essay  Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Week 14 Apr 14-18    

Monday Peer Responses  
Grammar Workshop 

Chapters 63-65 Rough Draft of 
Rhetorical Analysis 

Wednesday Polishing Supplemental Readings 
TBA 

 

Friday Introduce Time Writing Chapter 9 Final Draft of 
Rhetorical Analysis 

Week 15 Apr 21-25    

Monday Discuss Timed Writing 
Strategies 

 

Chapter 9  

Wednesday Practice Timed Writing 
Post Test 

Last Day of Classes 

  

Friday Final Exam—Section 08 
9:30 am-11:30 am  

  

Exam Week Apr 28th    

Monday  Final Exam—Section 11 
    10:00 am-12:00 pm 

  

Tues, May 6th Final Grades Due   

 


