
English 2010 

Course Outline and Syllabus 
Instructor: Sara Layton 

Office: McDonald 115 

Email: layton@dixie.edu or send email through Blackboard 

Telephone: 313-1399 

Office Hours: TH: 7:45-8:45  

Course Meeting Time and Place: 2010-54 5:15-7:45 pm 

McDonald 207 

             

Required Texts and Course Materials: 

 Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum 10th ed. 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

 An official Dixie College username and password 

 Dixie College email account 

 College level dictionary and thesaurus 

 Flash drive (for saving work done in class) 

 

 

Date In Class Reading Due Assignment Due 

Week 1       

January 14 

Introduction 
Syllabus Overview 

Intro to Rhetorical Analysis—Ethos, 
Pathos, Logos. 

Assign articles for next class 
Take pre-test 

  Assessment pre-test due in class 

Week 2       

January 21 Rhetorical Analysis Discussion. 
Freewriting and group work with articles 

Read and annotate 
short  article assigned  
from WRAC in first 
class. Be ready for in-
depth discussion. 
 
Review Logical Fallacy 
link/handout and be 
ready for 
quiz/discussion.  
 
Begin Reading Book 
Thief (BT): 1-122   
                              

Bring an argument to class (visual or 
video argument such as an 
advertisement) 
 
BT journal part 1 due at beginning of 
class. Submit in Blackboard and bring 
hard copy. 

Week 3       
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January 28 Using sources—summarizing, 
paraphrasing, quoting. 
 
Thesis, topic sentences, outlining. 
Working in class.  

WRAC chapter 1 
 
BT: 123-195 

BT journal part 2 due at beginning of 
class. Submit in Blackboard and bring 
hard copy. 
 
Essay one (Rhetorical Analysis) 
outline due at end of class.  

 

Week 4       

February 4 Essay Formatting 
 
Peer Editing in class 

BT: 196-300 
CWR: ch. 29 and 
review ch. 30                        

 BT Journal part 3 due at beginning of 
class. Submit in Blackboard and bring 
hard copy. 
 
 Bring 3 copies of complete draft of 
essay one to class for peer editing. 

Week 5       

February 11 Preliminary Book Thief Discussion 
 
Introduction to Analysis 
 
Introduction to MLA formatting and 
synthesizing sources 

BT: 301-399 
WRAC chapter 6 

BT Journal part 4 due at beginning of 
class. Submit in Blackboard and bring 
hard copy.  
 
Essay One, Rhetorical Analysis, due 
at beginning of class. Submit in 
Blackboard and bring hard copy to 
class.  

Week 6       

February 18 Book Thief Discussion 
Literary Analysis Discussion 

BT: 400-end BT Journal part 5 due at beginning of 
class. Submit in Blackboard and bring 
hard copy. 
 
Work on character analysis thesis in 
class.  

Week 7       

February 25 Library Instruction 
Introduction to Research Paper, 
Annotated Bibliography, and Research 
Proposal. 
Working on Character Analysis in Library. 
Bring flash drive.  

 . 
 
Choose research paper topic. Topic 
must be approved by me 

Week 8       

March 4 Peer Editing for Character Analysis.  
 
Research in class—general 
encyclopedias, books, and e-books.  
 
Class dismissed a 7:00 pm for Macbeth 
and extra credit opportunity 

WRAC chapter 5 Bring 3 complete copies of character 
analysis draft for peer editing. 
  

Week 9       

March 11 Spring Break     

Week 10       



March 18 Evaluating sources 
Searching Databases/Peer Reviewed 
journals 
 
Searching googlescholar and the web 

  Character Analysis Essay Due at 
beginning of class. Submit through 
Blackboard and bring hard copy. 
 
 

Week 11       

March 25 Introductions, Conclusions, other 
research paper tips. 

 WRAC Chapter 3 Annotated Bibliography and 
Proposal Due at beginning of 
Class. Submit in Blackboard and 
bring hard copies 
 
Sign up for individual conferences 

Week 12       

April 1 Conferences   . 

    

Week 13       

April 8  Discuss Final Presentations 
Drafting in class 
Discuss Final Paper Checklist  

   

Week 14       

April 15 Last minute Research Paper 
pointers/discussion--Self Evaluation form 
 
Peer Editing. 

  

Taxes  
Bring 3 copies of at least 5 pages of 
research paper draft for peer editing. 
Also submit Works Cited at the end, 
even if your draft is not complete. You 
will peer edit two, and give one to me. 

Week 15       

April 22  

Presentations  

  Continue drafting.  

Week 16       

April 29 

Presentations  

  

Final Research Paper Due by 
beginning of class. Submit in 
Blackboard and bring a hard copy 

May 6 Final Exam 
5:00 pm       



 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:     
 

Spring Break (no classes) ………………..….  Mar. 8-12  

Last Day to Drop or Audit ……………………… Mar. 5 

 Final Exams: April 30-May 6   

Commencement…………………………………May 7 
 

What will this Course be like?    

 

 This course will be part workshop, part discussion, 

and part lecture. This means that many times throughout 

this term you will be an active participant in class.  We 

will focus just as much on the process of writing as on the 

final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 

2010 is to help you better communicate your ideas clearly 

and effectively (in writing) to an audience of college-

educated adults in academic settings.  This course will 

also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways 

that will help you within college, and beyond.  

 

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the 

rhetorical and basic essay—writing skills studied in 

English 1010. You will increase your capacity to think 

clearly and independently, learn to order your thinking, 

and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more 

skillfully.  You will also receive training in the skills 

necessary for written-communication demands in college, on 

the job, and as citizens. To reach those objectives, the 

course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, 

edit, and revise.   

 

The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and 

source-supported writing and library research in which you 

will get to demonstrate an understanding of information 

literacy and the skills necessary to enable competent and 

successful research.  More specifically, in this course, 

you will:    

 

 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in 
expository genres such as analysis, classification, 

persuasion, pro-con, or cause-effect.     

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that 
incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article 



databases, book catalog, subject-specific 

encyclopedias and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 
sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page 

research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and 
receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the 
course of the semester (4500 words)  

 

Attendance 

Attendance and participation is crucial in this course, and 

is therefore worth 150 points, or as much as the final 

research paper! I will often assign in-class exercises, 

group work, or pop quizzes worth 10 pts. each that cannot 

be made up. After 2 missed days, your attendance points 

will be deducted from your overall score at the rate of 10 

points per day (except for peer editing days which are 

worth 20 points).  More importantly, in missing class you 

will miss out on valuable information and experiences that 

will help with the graded assignments in this course. 

Whether you are here or not, you will be held accountable 

for in class instruction. Please plan to be here every day! 

If for some reason you are unable to attend, please let me 

know beforehand. 

 

After 3 absences, I will assume you want to discontinue the 

class. It is your responsibility to withdraw, or take a 

failing grade.  

 

Tardiness 

I will take roll at the beginning of each class. If you are 

not present when I take roll you will be considered late. 

Three late arrivals will equal one absence.   

 

Leaving class early 

Believe it or not, I have had students with work or class 

schedules that overlap my class. Please don’t assume that 

you can arrive late OR leave early because of scheduling 

conflicts or other events. If you cannot attend for the 

full class period, consider dropping and taking a course 

that fits your schedule.  

 

Behavior 

Please be respectful to me and to your fellow classmates. 

Turn off all cell phones and be ready to participate 



positively in the class. Inappropriate, demeaning, or 

disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated, and you will 

be asked to leave class. 

 

Emailing/Calling me 

Please email me if you have questions in between class, or 

if you have an emergency. It is best to use Blackboard for 

email, but you can also use my Dixie email address: 

Layton@dixie.edu. You are also welcome to call or text me 

if needed. Remember to include your name and class in the 

subject line when emailing. 

 

Peer Editing 

Peer editing is an important part of the revision process, 

and you are asked to be respectful and helpful in your 

constructive feedback on peer editing assignments. On peer 

editing days, I ask that you bring 3 complete printed 

drafts of your essay for peer editing. If you are not in 

class for peer editing, you will lose 10 points for peer 

editing which cannot be made up unless you make prior 

arrangements with me. You may still receive points for your 

draft if it is submitted through Blackboard or email before 

the start of class. 

 

 

Conferences 

I have scheduled in a conference with me during the process 

of writing your final research paper. Please show up on 

time ready to take notes, receive feedback, and ask 

questions. You are also welcome to visit me during office 

hours at any time during the semester. 

 

Late Work 

Assignments are due in my inbox or in my hand by the 

BEGINNNING of class. Since I ask that you submit all 

assignments, except your drafts for peer editing, via 

Blackboard or email, you can still submit assignments on 

time even if you are not able to be in class. Late work 

will be penalized one letter grade, except in rare 

emergencies. Assignments more than one week late will not 

be accepted. Please let me know if a true emergency arises.  

  

Essays and Research Paper 

Three major essays will be the main focus of this course. 

You will write a Rhetorical Analysis of a visual argument 

for the first paper. The second paper, the Character 

Analysis, will hone literary analysis skills and deal with 
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themes and characters in the assigned novel—The Book Thief. 

Your final major essay will be a 10-12 page research paper. 

Each of the three polished papers will be the approached as 

a process with many steps and much feedback from me and 

from your peers.  

 

 

Formatting 

We will be using MLA format in this course. Please use the 

format on page 185 of your text book for essays—no title 

page is required: 

 

 

 

Your Name 

 

Instructor Sara Layton 

 

English 2010 section _ 

 

3 October 2009 

 

Title 

 

 Indent each paragraph and start your essay here.  

 

Double space your entire essay but do not add an extra  

 

space in between paragraphs. Use a standard 12 point font  

 

(like Times New Roman or Courier New. Please also double  

 

space your Works Cited page and use in-text references in  

 

MLA format (Fulwiler and Hayakawa 153). See page 190 for  

 

formatting.  

 

 I will give feedback in a colored font or on the  

 

sidebar of your essays and email them back to you. I will  

 

also attach a grading rubric and summary feedback at the  

 

bottom of the essay.  

 

 



Point Breakdown 

 

Essay One/Rhetorical Analysis  100 

Essay Two/Character Analysis  100 

Research Paper     150 

Final Exam     25 

Presentation     50 

Annotated Bibliography    50 

Proposal      50 

Book Thief Journal    50 (10pts each section) 

Participation/in-class assignments/group work/citizenship 

       150 

  

Total Points     725 

 

Macbeth Extra Credit      25 

Grading Scale 

93%-100%= A 

90%-92%=A- 

87%-89%=B+ 

83%-86%=B 

80%-82%=B- 

77%-79%=C+ 

73%-76%=C 

70%-72%=C- 

67%-69%=D+ 

63%-66%=D 

60%-62%=D- 

59% and below=F 

 

 

 

 

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious 

Trouble  

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your 

failing the course and can also result in the permanent 

marking of your college file.   

 

What is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to 

him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas).   



            It is good to use this method for 

paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] 

(172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     

Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding 

plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my 

attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my 

discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final 

draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using 

outside sources in your writing.   

 

The College Writing Center:  

 

Though I would prefer you come to me first for help 

with your essays-in-progress, you can also receive help 

from the college Writing Center.  The Writer Center 

provides a free service for students desiring additional 

assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  

It is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.     

See the DSC web site (or English Dept. web site) for hours 

and contact information.     

 

The OWL - Online Writing Lab:  

 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for 

information on a variety of issues related to writing, and 

for numerous links to other web-sites that will help with 

writing.  To reach the page, go to the DSC home page, 

scroll to “Academics,” select the English Department, then 

select “Online Writing Lab.”    

 

Disability Statement:   

  

 If you are a student with a physical or mental 

impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource 



Center (652-7516) in Room 201 of the Student Services 

Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your 

eligibility for services based upon complete professional 

documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability 

Resource Center will further evaluate the effectiveness of 

your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable 

accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.     

 

 

Rubric for Essay  
Grading 

 
Content 

Above or at College Level Writing:  Content 
____(4) Exceeds expectations for college level writing:  Grading guideline = 90-100% 

Maintains clear and obvious purpose; focuses clearly on one significant main idea or 
topic throughout; uses relevant, specific, and convincing supporting details; demonstrates 
superior knowledge of resource documentation, if required. 

____(3) Meets expectations for college level writing: Grading guideline = 70-89% 
Contains purpose but not consistently clear or obvious; presents on main idea or topic 
but the significance is less clear; uses adequate supporting details; documents resources 
but may not be error free. 

  
Below College Level Writing: Content 
____(2) Approaches expectations for college level writing with intervention needed in 1 or 

2 of the following areas:  Grading guideline = 60-69% 
____Presenting a purpose that is confused, general, or vague  
____Presenting main idea but does not state it precisely or clearly 
____Insufficient use of specific details or examples 
____Using incorrect documentation (when required) or no documentation 

 ____(1)Below college level writing with intervention needed in 3 or 4 areas of the 

following areas:  Grading guideline = below 59% 
____Does not present a unifying purpose  
____Presents main idea but does not state it precisely or clearly 
____Insufficient specific details or examples 
____Uses incorrect documentation (when required) or no documentation 

  
  
  

Organization 
  

Above or at College Level Writing:  Organization 
____(4) Exceeds expectations for college level writing:  Grading guideline = 90-100% 

Maintains clear and obvious organization; demonstrates effective paragraphing using 
appropriate transitions with emphasis upon conveying the relationship between ideas. 

____(3) Meets expectations for college level writing:  Grading guideline = 70-89% 
Uses a suitable organizational plan; contains adequate paragraphing with some 
transitions that attempt to convey relationships between ideas. 

  
Below College Level Writing:  Organization:   
____(2) Approaches expectations for college level writing with intervention needed in 1 or 

2 of the following areas:  Grading guideline = 60-69% 



____Unclear order of essay 
____Inadequate paragraphing with few or no transitions 
____Unclear or jumbled paragraphs 
____Unclear or jumbled sentences 
____Paragraphs not balanced in amount of development and support 

____(1) Below college level writing with intervention needed in all areas:  Grading 
guideline = below 59% 

____Unclear order of essay 
____Inadequate paragraphing with few or no transitions 
____Unclear or jumbled paragraphs 
____Unclear or jumbled sentences 
____Paragraphs not balanced in amount of development and support 
  
Sentence Structure and Mechanical Errors 

Above or at College Level Writing:  Sentence Structure and Mechanical Errors 
____(4) Exceeds expectations for college level writing of Sentence Structure and 

Mechanical Errors:  Grading guideline = 90-100% 
Uses correct, varied sentences with few, if any, errors in mechanics, grammar, syntax, or 
spelling. 

____(3) Meets expectations for college level writing of Sentence Structure and Mechanical 
Errors:  Grading guideline = 70-89% 

Uses sentences that are usually correct but sometimes awkward; some errors in 
mechanics, grammar, syntax, or spelling that does not affect reader understanding. 

  
Below College Level Writing in Sentence Structure and Mechanical Errors:   
____(2) Approaches expectations for college level writing with intervention needed in 1 or 

2 of the following areas:  Grading guideline = 60-69% 
____Writing that exhibits some difficulties:  

____ fragments                                                       ____person shifts 
____ comma splices                                                ____in-text citation punctuation 
____ subject-verb agreement                                   ____works cited punctuation 
____spelling errors                                                  ____other distracting features in 
usage 

____(1) Below college level writing with intervention needed in 3 or 4 of the following 

areas:  Grading guideline = below 59% 
  

____Writing that exhibits multiple difficulties:  
____ fragments                                                       ____person shifts 
____ comma splices                                                ____in-text citation punctuation 
____ subject-verb agreement                                   ____works cited punctuation 
____spelling errors                                                  ____other distracting features in 
usage 

  
Voice and Diction 

Above or at College Level Writing:  Voice and Diction 
____(4) Exceeds expectations for college level writing:  Grading guideline = 90-100% 

Uses language effectively (applies terms correctly), with a consistent and appropriate 
tone for the intended audience. 

____(3) Meets expectations for college level writing:   
Uses language that is adequate but occasionally unclear; incorporates tone that may be 
uneven or inconsistent tone for the intended audience. 

  
Below College Level Writing: Voice and Diction:   



____(2) Approaches expectations for college level writing with intervention needed in 1 or 
2 of the following areas:  Grading guideline = 60-69% 

____Vocabulary is often unclear and repetitious                          ____Use of passive 
voice 
____Diction is often nonstandard                                               ____Inconsistent voice or 
tone 
____Terminology is often difficult to understand or is misused     

 ____(1)Below college level writing with intervention needed in 3 or 4 areas of the 

following areas:  Grading guideline = below 59% 
____Vocabulary is often unclear and repetitious                          ____Use of passive 
voice 
____Diction is often nonstandard                                               ____Inconsistent voice or 
tone 
____Terminology is often difficult to understand or is misused     

             
Recommended Interventions: 

  

_____ Review or repeat lesson practices                 ____OWL practice    

  

___College Tutor 
  
 Final Note  
I reserve the right to modify the schedule to meet the 

needs of my particular classes. My goal is to help you be 

successful in this class and I am committed to doing 

everything I can to help. Please communicate with me about 

any concerns, questions, or problems that may arise during 

the semester. I look forward to working with you! 

 

Specific Objectives of this Course:      
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:   

 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation 

of support material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key 

words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, 

state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the 

discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   



 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 

verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 

necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources  

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the 

variety of electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 

bibliographic form, and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.    

 
 

 

 


