
Dixie State College 

English 2010: Intermediate Writing 

Fall 2011 

 

Instructor: Dr. Braden Lindstrom   Class Times: MWF 10am-10:50am 

Office: SSC 333     Classroom: North Plaza 113B 

Office phone #: 879-4356 

Office hours: 11am-noon, MWF and by appointment 

E-mail: lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

Inspiration 

 
“I never know what I think about something until I read what I’ve written on it.” 

 William Faulkner 

 

“I hear and I forget; I see and I remember; I write and I understand.” 

Chinese proverb 
 

“To read is to empower 

To empower is to write 

To write is to influence 

To influence is to change 

To change is to live.”   

Jane Evershed 

 

Language has something to do with a reader’s interest in a work.  The subject matter itself is not 

 enough. 

paraphrase of Dr. Darrell Spencer  

 

Course 

Welcome!  I’m excited to teach this course.  You will learn the processes of pre-writing, writing, and re-

writing to create effective essays including a research essay.  Further, you will help other students to 

improve their work.  In the process of helping others, you will develop your abilities to critically consider 

and revise your own work. 

 

Course Objectives   
WRITING  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:   

 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support 

material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 
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 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 

thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an 

end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting 

detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 

electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the APA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, 

and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 

Texts 

The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, sixth edition 

A good dictionary such as Merriam-Webster Collegiate  

 

Materials 

Three-ring binder—for class handouts and notes 

Highlighter and Planner 



 3 

Course Writing Requirements 

English 2010 requires students to write approximately 18 pages, 4500 words.  To achieve this you will be 

asked to write the following papers: 

 

 Observation/Self-Reflection 

 Summary/Strong Response 

 Proposal: research paper 

 This I Believe 

 

In addition, you will write an annotated bibliography of five sources, ones that might be used for the 

research paper.   

 

To prepare to do these papers, you will do a number of pre-writing projects that will be turned in and 

graded.   

 

Peer Workshops 

These are opportunities to share your writing with peers and to receive constructive criticism in order to 

help you when revising your projects.  You will read your work aloud and then listen to your peers for their 

feedback.  You will receive credit for each of the following: 

 

 (1) showing up to class to help your classmates = 5 points 

 (2) having in hand a well-prepared draft of your project = 5 points 

 (3) having in hand multiple copies of your essay to share with your classmates (I will specify the  

exact number at a later date) = 5 points 

 

If you are absence on a peer workshop day you will lose these points.  Please be on time.   

 

College Writing Center 

The Writer Center, on the first floor of the Browning Learning Resource Center, offers a free tutorial help 

to all students in writing courses.  The center’s hours are as follows: 

 

 Monday through Thursday, 9am-7pm 

 Friday, 9am-5pm 

 Saturday and Sunday closed 

 

You can walk in and see a tutor if they s/he is not working with someone at that time or make an 

appointment to return at another time. I require that you visit the Writing Center and work with a tutor 

at least once.  You may go to the center for additional help on each of your projects.   

 

OWL - Online Writing Lab  

To help you with your writing, check out the very useful Online Writing Lab web site:  owl@dixie.edu 

 

Revision of Work 

Revise your major essays before you submit the final drafts to me.  We will discuss revision in class.  

Attending peer workshops, visiting the college writing center, studying OWL pages, and directing specific 

questions to me can help you revise your work before submission.   

 

Further, I will ask you to revise one of your papers after receiving it back from me.  I will give you more 

information on this later.   
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Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in Room 201 of the Student 

Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for services based upon 

complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource Center will 

further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable 

accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.    

  

Grading Part One 

Class work will include peer workshops, writing exercises, mini-opportunities (quizzes) on readings, and a 

public reading of an essay.  Anything read for class and anything said in class or written on the board may 

be included on a mini-opportunity, so it is important to take notes.   

 

Course projects and their graded weights are: 

 Mini-Opportunities 10% 

 Writing Workshops 15% 

 Papers   75% 

   

The final percentage earned translates to the following grades: 

 

 93-100% = A 

 90-92  = A- 

 87-89  = B+ 

 83-86  = B 

 80-82  = B- 

 77-79  = C+ 

 73-76  = C 

 70-72  = C- 

 67-69  = D+ 

 63-66  = D 

 60-62  = D- 

 59 & below = F 

 

Because grading has been so ingrained into us, many people go to school simply to get a grade, graduate, 

and then get a job.  This focus on grades subverts what Neil Postman and others believe: A school’s “real  

job is to focus on how to make a life, which is quite different from how to make a living.”  I believe a 

significant part of learning is developing and nurturing a genuine and critical interest in the subject matter.  

My goal is to nudge you down this path. 

 

Grading Part Two 

 This course does not include any extra credit projects save one (more on this later). 

 Projects are due at the beginning of class.  If you will be absent from class the day a project is 

due, please e-mail it to me as an attachment before class starts that day, or drop it off at my office 

before class starts that day, or give it to a classmate who will be attending the class that day, so 

s/he can turn it in on time.  My e-mail address is: 

 

lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

 With one exception I do not accept late work.  I’m hoping to get all of us in the habit of 

completing work on time—this is something that will be important in other courses you take as 

well as in your career. (More on the exception later.) 
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 A tip when home printer is ill:  e-mail the paper as an attachment to your own e-mail address then 

print the paper at school.   

 No make-ups are permitted for mini-opportunities. 

 Please retain all graded work until the end of the course.  You may be asked to resubmit items.   

 

Working with Computers 

As you know computers and printers are not infallible, that is, they make mistakes—files are lost, the 

computer freezes, the printer jams, etc.  A woeful computer or printer is not an acceptable excuse for a late 

paper.  Follow these steps to avoid technology-induced stress: 

 

 1.  Save your file every few minutes 

 2.  Save your file to multiple places 

  A.  if it is your own computer you can save to the hard drive 

  B.  save on a flash drive 

  C.  e-mail your file as an attachment to yourself 

  D.  copy and paste the file in an e-mail and send it to yourself  

 3.  Complete and print your paper the day before it’s due 

 

Attendance 

Woody Allen said:  “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.”  Class attendance is essential.  If you miss 

class, you may well miss a mini-opportunity (almost always unannounced) based upon class discussions 

and readings.  Further, if you are absent you will miss the opportunity to voice your ideas and you will go 

without the benefit of hearing the ideas of others. So, please come.   

 

There are 44 class meetings this semester.  Excessive absences will result in a deduction from the final 

grade as follows: 

 

  5 absences -5% 

  7   -10% 

  9 or more -20% (will likely fail the course) 

 

Four tardies are equivalent to one absence.  A student who comes to class late by 30 minutes or more is 

considered absent that day.   

 

To help you keep up with the homework if you miss a class, befriend as you read this two fellow students 

and write their contact information: 

 

 Name:       Name: 

 Phone:       Phone: 

 E-mail address:      E-mail address:   

 

If you miss a class period, contact one of these individuals to see what you missed and get a copy of the 

notes taken for that day.   

 

Finally, on the subject of attendance, read this poem a student once shared with me: 

 

“Did I Miss Anything?” 
by Tom Wayman 
 

               Question frequently asked by students after missing a class  
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Nothing. When we realized you weren't here 
we sat with our hands folded on our desks 
in silence, for the full two hours  

        Everything. I gave an exam worth 
        40 per cent of the grade for this term 
        and assigned some reading due today 
        on which I'm about to hand out a quiz 
        worth 50 per cent  

Nothing. None of the content of this course 
has value or meaning 
Take as many days off as you like: 
any activities we undertake as a class 
I assure you will not matter either to you or me 
and are without purpose  

        Everything. A few minutes after we began last time 
        a shaft of light descended and an angel 
        or other heavenly being appeared 
        and revealed to us what each woman or man must do 
        to attain divine wisdom in this life and 
        the hereafter 
        This is the last time the class will meet 
        before we disperse to bring this good news to all people 
                on earth  

Nothing. When you are not present 
how could something significant occur?  

        Everything. Contained in this classroom 
        is a microcosm of human existence 
        assembled for you to query and examine and ponder 
        This is not the only place such an opportunity has been 
                gathered  

        but it was one place  

        And you weren't here. 

Academic Honesty 

Your writing should be original.  I’m looking forward to hearing your voice in your writing.  For the 

research paper you may use the words and ideas of others but only in support of your thesis.  Just as you 

expect other people to give you credit for your words and ideas, you must give credit to others through 

identifying them in your paper and on a Works Cited or References page.  If you quote someone else’s 

words, use quotation marks and identify the person by name.  If you paraphrase someone else’s words, 
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identify the person by name and clearly indicate where the paraphrase begins and where it ends.  We will 

discuss this at length in class.     

 

If you do not give credit when borrowing others’ words and ideas, the penalties can be severe: 

 an “F” on the paper 

 an “F” for the course 

 suspension or expulsion from the college 

 

Please contact me when you have a question about how to give others credit.   

 

Cell Phones, Ipods, etc. 

Please turn them off before you enter the classroom.  Any of these machines that go off during class will be 

eaten.  Any student found text messaging will meet a similar fate.   

 

Food and Drink 

Please consume all food and drink before coming to class.  Bottled water for health reasons is okay.   

 

Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

Always bring your textbook to class.  Projects are due on the day listed.  Readings are in bold.  Chapters 

refer to chapters in the Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing.  Read the entire chapter unless page numbers are 

indicated.  Some “readings” will be distributed in class.  Please do the reading for the day listed.  Other 

assignments will be announced in class—another good reason why it’s important to attend class. 

 

Date  Class       Readings & Projects Due 

August 

22  Introductions 

 

BUILDING A FOUNDATION 
24  Syllabus      Chapter 1 

  “Why I Write”   

  Practice Mini-Opportunity     

  Reading Textbooks 

   

26  Purpose, Audience, Genre    Chapter 1 cont’d. 

  “Body Ritual”      “Body Ritual” 

    

29  Writing Process     Chapter 2 

  Believing and Doubting game 

   

31  Angle of Vision     Chapter 3   

  Logos, Pathos, Ethos—in film  

       

OBSERVATION/SELF-REFLECTION 
September  

2  Introduction      Chapter 4 

Film: Celebrate... the World     

   KIT BF 637 .S4 C45 2007 

  Brainstorming for Places, Senses List p. 83 
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5  LABOR DAY—NO CLASS MEETING 

 

7  Strategies 

   word choice  

    positive/negative connotation  

    concrete nouns (CN)/vivid verbs (VV)     

 

9  Show Paragraph #1     Show Paragraph #1: CN/VV 

   Strategies, cont’d      

    sensory imagery  

    avoiding clichés 

 

12  Strategies, cont’d 

   figurative language  

 

14  Show Paragraph #2     Show Paragraph #2: CN/VV, 

  Strategies, cont’d     sensory imagery, figurative  

   selection/omission of details   language 

   overt statements of meaning 

      

16  Self-Reflection   

 

19  Peer Workshops      Chapter 16         

             

21  Peer Workshop: Observation/Self-Reflection  Observation/Self-Reflection  

         paper 

 

23  Peer Workshop review    Final Draft: Observation/ 

  Writing Tip:  Imitating Style    Self-Reflection 

 

SUMMARY/STRONG RESPONSE 
26  Introduction 

  Film excerpts: High Cost of Low Price 

   DISCVIDEO HF 5429.215 .U6 W356 2005 

 

28  Wal-Mart Response     Chapter 5 

  Health Care article     Wal-Mart response 

         Health Care article 
 

30  Writing an Introduction 

 

October 

3  Writing a Summary 

   Does/Says in Your Own Words 
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5  Writing a Summary 

   Identifying a Thesis 

   Main Ideas vs. Supporting Details 

   Organizing a Summary 

     

7  Writing a Response     review thesis, pp. 41-45 

   Thesis—Rhetorical points & ideas  

 

10  Writing a Response     pp. 451-470 

   With/Against the Grain   Dems & Wal-Mart article 

   

12  Writing a Response 

   Fact/Opinion     

 

14  SEMESTER BREAK—NO CLASS MEETING 

  

17  Writing a Response     pp. 351-352 

   Informal fallacies    

 

19  Writing a Response     Our Kids article   

   Ethos/Pathos/Logos    review Ethos/Pathos/Logos 

         pp. 58-62 

 

21  Writing a Response 

   Hot spots/questions 

 

24  Writing a Response 

   Transitions/Topic Sentences 

   Conclusion 

 

26  Summary/Strong Response, Model Paper  pp. 470-486, 492-494 

   Transitions/Topic Sentences    

   Conclusion 

 

28  Peer Workshop: Summary/Strong Response  Summary/Strong Response 

         paper 

 

PROPOSAL—Research Paper 
31  Introduction      Chapter 15 

   Finding a topic    Final Draft: Summary/Strong  

         Response 

 

November  

2  Finding a topic, cont’d 

  Brainstorming ideas 

 



 10 

4  Articulating your own arguments   Chapter 13 

  Organization 

        

7  Sources      Chapter 19 

   Finding     

  

9  Sources, cont’d     Chapter 20 

   Evaluating—using the best sources 

   Annotated Bibliography 

 

11  Sources, cont’d     Chapter 21  

   Integrating & Documenting Sources 

    Paraphrase 

 

14  Sources, cont’d      

   Integrating & Documenting Sources 

    Direct Quote 

 

16  Sources      Chapter 22 

   Works Cited/References page   Annotated Bibliography 

 

18  Writing a letter of transmittal 

 

21  Peer Workshop: Proposal with letter of transmittal Letter and Proposal paper  

 

23/25  THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS MEETINGS 

 

28  Summary/final questions on proposal  

 

30  Writing Tip: RENNS     Final Draft: Letter and  

         Proposal paper 

 

THIS I BELIEVE 
December    

2  Introduction 

  Brainstorming for ideas 

  Sign up for reading   

          

5  Model papers 

 

7  Model papers & final questions 

 

9  “This I Believe” readings begin 

 

          

Final:  Wednesday, December 14, 9:30am-11:30am, “This I Believe” readings cont’d.    


