
“It is not enough to simply teach children to read; we have to give them something worth 

reading. Something that will stretch their imaginations--something that will help them 

make sense of their own lives and encourage them to reach out toward people whose 

lives are quite different from their own.”  

- Katherine Patterson 

 

 

Why Literacy is Important 

In the United States, an estimated 30 million people over the age of 16 read no better than the 

average elementary school child. Worldwide, nearly 800 million adults are illiterate in their native 

languages; two-thirds of them are women. Yet the ability to read and write is the basis for all other 

education; literacy is necessary for an individual to understand information that is out of context, 

whether written or verbal. Literacy is essential if we are to eradicate poverty at home and abroad, 

improve infant mortality rates, address gender inequality, and create sustainable development. 

Without literacy skills - the abilities to read, to write, to do math, to solve problems, and to access 

and use technology - today's adults will struggle to take part in the world around them and fail to 

reach their full potential as parents, community members, and employees. (From Central Georgia 

College) 

 

 

Dixie State University 

English 2330: Children’s Literature 

Fall 2014 

 

HCC 471, M, 5:15pm-7:45pm 

 

Instructor: Dr. Braden Lindstrom  Office hours: MWF Noon-1pm, TTh 9:15am- 

Office: HCC 444     10:15am and by appointment 

Office phone #: 879-4347   E-mail: lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

Inspiration 

 

“There are two motives for reading a book; one, that you enjoy it; the other, that you can boast 

about it.” - Bertrand Russell 

 

“You’re never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book and read to a child.”  - Dr. Seuss 

 

mailto:lindstrom@dixie.edu
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“All grown-ups were children first.  (But few remember it)” –The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-

Exupery 

 

“You’re BRAVER than you believe, STRONGER than you seem, and SMARTER than you 

think.”  Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A. Milne 

  

General Course Description 

 

For all students who love children and reading or who have an interest in elementary education, 

child development, or parenthood.  Teaches the historical development of children's literature; 

examines literary elements such as characterization, plot, and style; focuses on a broad spectrum 

of literary genre in children's literature, such as realistic fiction, picture books, poetry, and 

informational books; and acquaints students with major authors and illustrators of children's 

literature, past and present.  Students will create a personal card file of all books and stories read, 

in addition to tests, quizzes, and papers on the textbook readings.  Satisfies general education 

literature requirement in the humanities section as well as program requirements in some 

elementary education programs. 

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement 

 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Course Goals 

 

Our goals for this semester are to help you— 

 Gain a knowledge of the major authors, genres, and awards in children’s literature in the 

United States 

 Experience evaluating and analyzing literary and design elements of children’s literature 

 Exposure to high quality children’s literature for all ages 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to: 

 analyze, orally and/or in written form, literary aspects of children’s literature including 

plot, setting, characterization, theme, point of view, and figurative language 

 identify the characteristics of quality children’s literature from various literary genres  

 critically evaluate works of children’s literature and select appropriate children’s literature 

to meet the needs of individual children 

 identify current issues and trends in children’s literature and articulate informed personal 

positions regarding these issues 
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Texts 

From Cover to Cover (revised edition): Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Books by Kathleen 

T. Horning  

We Are in a Book! (An Elephant and Piggie Book) by Mo Willems 

Mercy Watson to the Rescue Paperback by Kate DiCamillo  

On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein by Jennifer Berne 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin  

This Is Just to Say: Poems of Apology and Forgiveness by Joyce Sidman 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key Paperback by Jack Gantos 

Canvas Readings:  Please print these, read them, and bring them to class 

Class Handouts 

 

Materials 

Three-ring binder with paper for notes  

Highlighter and Planner 

 

Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in room 201 of the 

Student Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for 

services based upon complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the 

Disability Resource Center will further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests 

and will authorize reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.    

Grading Part One 

Class work will include mini-opportunities (quizzes) on readings, peer workshops, and papers.  

Anything read for class and anything said in class or written on the board may be included on a 

mini-opportunity, so it is important to take notes.  The lowest mini-opportunity score will be 

dropped.  This includes a zero for an opportunity missed.  Mini-opportunity dates are usually not 

announced in class.       

 

Your efforts on the following will be scored: 

 

 Class Participation 

Books Talks 

Book Review 

 Mini-Opportunities 

 Lesson Plan 

 Book Summaries and Evaluations 

 Final Opportunity 

http://www.amazon.com/Kathleen-T.-Horning/e/B001H6OB0G/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Kathleen-T.-Horning/e/B001H6OB0G/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Mo-Willems/e/B001JRXJX8/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Kate-DiCamillo/e/B001H6MDMY/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Grace-Lin/e/B001ITXP22/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Joyce-Sidman/e/B001ILIFX4/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Jack-Gantos/e/B000APA80C/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
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I take the total points earned and divide it by the points possible to arrive at a percentage.  The 

final percentage earned translates to the following grades: 

 

 93-100% = A 

 90-92  = A- 

 87-89  = B+ 

 83-86  = B 

 80-82  = B- 

 77-79  = C+ 

 73-76  = C 

 70-72  = C- 

 67-69  = D+ 

 63-66  = D 

 60-62  = D- 

 59 & below = F 

 

Because grading has been so ingrained into us, many people go to school simply to get a grade, 

graduate, and start working.  This focus on grades subverts what Neil Postman and others believe: 

A school’s “real job is to focus on how to make a life, which is quite different from how to make a 

living.”  I believe a significant part of learning is developing and nurturing a genuine and critical 

interest in the subject matter.  My goal is to nudge you down this path. 

 

Grading Part Two 

 This course does not include any extra credit projects save one (more on this later). 

 Projects are due at the beginning of class.  If you will be absent from class the day a 

project is due, please e-mail it to me as an attachment before class starts that day, or drop it 

off at my office before class starts that day, or give it to a classmate who will be attending 

the class that day, so s/he can turn it in on time.  My e-mail address is: 

lindstrom@dixie.edu  

 With one exception I do not accept late work.  I’m hoping to get all of us in the habit of 

completing work on time—this is something that will be important in other courses you 

take as well as in your career. (More on the exception later.) 

 A tip when home printer is ill:  E-mail the paper as an attachment to your own e-mail 

address then print the paper at school.   

 No make-ups are permitted for mini-opportunities.   

 Please retain all graded work until the end of the course.  You may be asked to resubmit 

items.   

 

Class Participation  

Participating in class will influence the final grade, but most importantly, your comments in class 

will help all of us come to a greater understanding and appreciation of the films, stories, and other 

readings.  No one knows what you’re thinking.  Please share your ideas and share the floor.    

Characteristics of a good classroom discussion include everyone participating and no one student 

making all the comments or answering all the questions.  Read the course materials carefully to 

prepare yourself to voluntarily respond in class and to be called upon.   

mailto:lindstrom@dixie.edu
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Please turn off all electronic devices off before you enter the classroom.  Any of these machines 

that go off during class will be eaten.  Any student found text messaging or surfing the web will 

lose class participation credit.   

   

 
 

Mini-Opportunities 

A university professor discussed with his pre-service teachers the importance of word choices, 

encouraging them to find words that have more positive connotations than, for example, quiz, 

exam, and test.  In doing so attitudes may change.  Instead of those three four-letter words, he 

suggested the word “opportunity.”  In this course you will be asked questions on class discussions 

and readings and be rewarded for your efforts to take notes and do the reading.  This is the 

opportunity.  There will be five questions on each mini-opportunity; each question is worth two 

points.  These opportunities may not be made up, however, I will drop the lowest scored mini-

opportunity, which include zeroes on opportunities missed due to absence from class. 

 

Book Talks 

Book talk #1—Given in front of a small group of your peers.  

Book talk #2 and #3—Given in front of the class.  

 

You will do three formal book talks this semester.  The book talk should be approximately 1 

minute in length, and, because its purpose is to encourage someone else to read the book, you 

must not tell us the whole story--just get us interested (points will be deducted for time 

violations).  More information to follow.  PLEASE REHEARSE AND TIME THE BOOK 

TALK BEFORE THE PRESENTATION. 

 

Book Review 

 

 

Lesson Plan 

All literature classes at DSU require a signature project.  Ours will be a lesson plan centered on a 

book you read outside of class.  More details on this project will be forthcoming.   

 

Book Summaries and Evaluations 

You will read MANY books this semester.  My goals for reading include— 

 I want you to be able to keep track of what you’ve read 

 I need to be able to give you credit for what you read 

 I want you to share your favorites with your classmates 

 I want you to show me that you know how to analyze literature 

Please do the following: 

1) Read 4 books from each of the following categories:   
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A. Nonfiction or Informational Books 

B. Traditional Literature 

C. Poetry, Verse, Rhymes, and Songs 

D. Picture Books 

E. Easy Readers and Transitional Books 

F. Fiction 

Our course books cannot be included.    

Where can the books be found? 

 Our classroom library 

 Third-floor of the DSU library, southwest corner 

 Public libraries 

 Purchase the book through a class catalog order, bookstores, or Internet  

 

2) You will write a summary of books you’ve read.   

 

3) You will write an evaluation of books you’ve read. 

 

4) You will submit the summaries and evaluation to your teacher on the due dates as 

indicated on the Course Schedule. 

 

YOU MAY NOT USE OUTSIDE SOURCES FOR YOUR SUMMARIES AND 

EVALUATIONS.  IF YOU VIOLATE THIS RULE YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING AND 

WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE PROJECT.  

Final 

Our final exam will be Monday, Dec. 15, from 5:15pm-7:45pm.  It will be comprehensive and 

will cover the class books, textbook, in-class discussions, and lectures.   

 

Writing Center 

Located on the fourth floor of the Holland Centennial Commons Building, room 421, the Writing 

Center offers tutorial help to all students assigned a writing project.  The Writing Center’s hours 

are as follows: 

 

        Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm 

        Friday, 9am-5pm 

         

You can walk in and begin working with a tutor if s/he is not assisting another student at that 

moment, make an appointment to return at another time or call (435) 652-7629 to make an 

appointment.  When you visit the Writing Center bring a description of the writing project and a 

draft of the paper you wrote to meet the requirements of the project.  Tutors will assist you with 

the organization and content of a draft.  To derive the most benefit from the tutoring session 

please visit the Writing Center at least two days before a paper is due.  This will allow you time to 

revise.    



 7 

 

See also: http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  

 

You may go to the Writing Center for help on each school paper you write.  

 

OWL - Online Writing Lab  

To help you with your writing, check out the useful Online Writing Lab web site:  

 

 http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/  

 

Academic Honesty 

Your writing should be original.  I’m looking forward to hearing your voice in your writing.  You 

may use the words and ideas of others but only in support of your ideas.  Please check the handout 

on each assignment for more information on using sources.   

 

Just as you expect other people to give you credit for your words and ideas, you must give credit 

to others through identifying them in your paper and on a Works Cited page.  If you quote 

someone else’s words, use quotation marks and identify the person(s) by name.  If you paraphrase 

someone else’s words, identify the person(s) by name and clearly indicate where the paraphrase 

begins and where it ends.  If you summarize someone else’s work, you should also identify the 

person(s) by name.  We will discuss this in greater length in class.     

 

Please contact your instructor when you have a question about how to give others credit. If you do 

not give credit when borrowing others’ words and ideas, the penalties can be severe.  These may 

include— 

 

1. Rewriting the essay 

2. “F” on the essay 

3. “F” for the course 

4. Suspension or expulsion from the university 

 

Turn It In 

Each of the major essays must be submitted to www.turnitin.com prior to submission to your 

instructor.  This website will check your essay’s originally.  If the essay uses information from 

other sources without crediting the sources, then the essay is subject to the penalties described in 

“Academic Honesty” above.   

 

You must set up an account to login to turnitin.  Go to www.turnitin.com and enter the following 

(to be given in class): 

 

    Class ID: 

    Password: 

 

  

Working with Computers 

http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.turnitin.com/


 8 

As you know computers and printers are not infallible, that is, they make mistakes—files are lost, 

the computer freezes, the printer jams, etc.  A woeful computer or printer is not an acceptable 

excuse for a late paper.  Follow these steps to avoid technology-induced stress: 

 

 1.  Save your file every few minutes 

 2.  Save your file to multiple places 

  A. If it is your own computer save to the hard drive 

  B. Save on a flash drive 

  C. E-mail your file as an attachment to yourself 

  D. Copy and paste the file in an e-mail and send it to yourself  

 3.  Complete and print your paper the day before it’s due 

 

A wise Best Buy salesman said:  “If you don’t have the document saved in three places the 

document is not important to you.”   

 

Attendance 

Woody Allen said:  “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.”  Class attendance is essential.  If 

you miss class, you may well miss a mini-opportunity (almost always unannounced) based upon 

class discussions and readings.  Further, if you are absent you will miss the opportunity to voice 

your ideas and you will go without the benefit of hearing the ideas of others. Please come.   

 

There are 15 regular class meetings this semester.  Excessive absences will result in a deduction 

from the final grade as follows: 

 

  3 absences -5% 

  5   -10% 

  7 or more -20% (will likely fail the course) 

 

Three tardies are equivalent to one absence.  A student who comes to class late by 30 minutes or 

more is considered absent that day.   

 

To help you keep up with the homework if you miss a class, befriend two fellow students and 

write down their contact information: 

 

 Name:       Name: 

 Phone:       Phone: 

 E-mail address:     E-mail address:   

 

If you miss a class period, contact one of these individuals to see what you missed and get a copy 

of the notes taken for that day.   

 

Finally, on the subject of attendance, read this poem a student once shared with me: 

 

“Did I Miss Anything?” 
    By Tom Wayman 
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               Question frequently asked by students after missing a class  

Nothing. When we realized you weren't here 
we sat with our hands folded on our desks 
in silence, for the full two hours  

        Everything. I gave an exam worth 
        40 per cent of the grade for this term 
        and assigned some reading due today 
        on which I'm about to hand out a quiz 
        worth 50 per cent  

Nothing. None of the content of this course 
has value or meaning 
Take as many days off as you like: 
any activities we undertake as a class 
I assure you will not matter either to you or me 
and are without purpose  

        Everything. A few minutes after we began last time 
        a shaft of light descended and an angel 
        or other heavenly being appeared 
        and revealed to us what each woman or man must do 
        to attain divine wisdom in this life and 
        the hereafter 
        This is the last time the class will meet 
        before we disperse to bring this good news to all people 
                on earth  

Nothing. When you are not present 
how could something significant occur?  

        Everything. Contained in this classroom 
        is a microcosm of human existence 
        assembled for you to query and examine and ponder 
        This is not the only place such an opportunity has been 
                gathered  

        but it was one place  

        And you weren't here. 
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Food and Drink 

Please consume all food and drink before coming to class.  Bottled water for health reasons is 

okay.  

 

Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

Always bring the major textbook to class.  Projects are due on the day listed.  Readings are in 

bold.  Chapters refer to chapters in From Cover to Cover: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s 

Book.  Read the entire chapter.  Other required books are in bold and italics; read the entire book.  

Articles on canvas are in “      ”.  Some titles are abbreviated on the schedule below.   

 

Please do the reading for the day listed, in other words, come to class having done the reading 

beforehand.     

 

Some assignments may be announced in class—another good reason why it’s important to attend 

class.  

 

Date  Class      Readings & Projects Due 

Aug.  25 Introductions     

  Key Terms 

  Getting Started 

     

Sept.  1 LABOR DAY no class  “In their own words: What Elementary…”

   

 8 Pre-Opp.     Syllabus canvas 

Critical Approach to Children’s Books Chapter 1 

  Book Review Project    Chapter 8 

        “7 classic Disney movies” canvas 

   

 15 Nonfiction/Books of Information  Chapter 2 

       “Where do all the prizes go?” canvas 

       Jonathan Hunt “Where do all the prizes” canvas 

        On a beam of light 

 

 22 Nonfiction/Books of Information  Chapter 3 

Traditional Literature    Book Talk #1: Small Group  

     Summaries & Evaluation #1: Nonfiction  

 

 29 Traditional Literature   Summaries & Evaluation #2: Traditional Lit  

 

Oct. 6 Issues in Children’s Literature  “Helping children cope” canvas 

        “Focus on bullying” canvas 

          “Victims, bullies, and bystanders” canvas 

        “Honouring the questions” canvas 

 

 13 Poetry, Verse, Rhymes, and Songs  Chapter 4 

        This is just to say 
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 20 Poetry, Verse, Rhymes, and Songs  Book Talk #2: Small Group 

       Summaries & Evaluation #3: Poetry, Verse, etc. 

 

 27 Picture Books     Chapter 5 

        Lesson Plan 

 

Nov. 3 Picture Books    Summaries & Evaluation #4: Picture Books  

 

 10 Easy Readers and Transitional Books Chapter 6 

        We are in a book 

        Mercy Watson to the Rescue  
 

 17 Easy Readers and Transitional Books Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key 

Alvin Ho  
       Summaries & Evaluation #5: Easy Readers/Tran.   

 

 24 Fiction      Chapter 7 

       “My Story, Your Story, Our Story” canvas 

        “Experiencing diversity” canvas 

       Where the mountain meets pp. 1-142 

 

Dec. 1 Fiction     Where the mountain meets pp. 143-278 

       Summaries & Evaluation #6: Fiction 

 

 8 The future is now    Book Talk #3: Whole Class 

  Prep for Final    “These aren’t your father’s” canvas 

Post-Opp. 

  

Final Opportunity: Monday, Dec. 15, from 5:15pm-7:45pm 

    


