
Dixie State College 

English 4510: Methods of Teaching Literature 

Spring 2015 

 

Holland 470, TTh, 9am-10:30am 

 

Instructor: Dr. Braden Lindstrom  Office hours:  MWF 11am-Noon, TTh Noon-1pm, 

Office: HCC 444                 and by appointment 

Office phone #: 879-4347   E-mail: lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

Inspiration 

 

“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of 

counselors, and the most patient of teachers.” ― Charles William Eliot 

 

“The world of literature has everything in it, and it refuses to leave anything out. I have read like a 

man on fire my whole life because the genius of English teachers touched me with the dazzling 

beauty of language.” ―Pat Conroy 

 

“That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover that your longings are universal longings, 

that you're not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.” ― F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If I were a 

young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by 

reading, just as I did when I was young.” ― Maya Angelou 

 

“If more politicians knew poetry, and more poets knew politics, I am convinced the world would 

be a little better place in which to live.” ― John F. Kennedy  

 

Course Description and Overview 

 

Required of English majors pursuing secondary certification, and recommended for others 

interested in teaching literature to young adult learners. Students will learn how to teach a variety 

of literary genres from diverse writers. They will also explore different pedagogical strategies and 

theoretical approaches to literature instruction.  

 

Prerequisite: English 2010 with a grade of C or better.  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement 

 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

 

mailto:lindstrom@dixie.edu
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4398096.Charles_William_Eliot
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3190.F_Scott_Fitzgerald
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3503.Maya_Angelou
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3047.John_F_Kennedy
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Emphasis Mission Statement (English Education) 

 

In accordance with NCTE/NCATE program standards for initial preparation of teachers of 

secondary language arts, our English education courses help students adopt and strengthen 

professional dispositions and skills needed by English language arts teachers. Students integrate 

knowledge of English, students, and teaching. 
 

Reading List #1:  Required Texts 

 

1. Less is More: Teaching Literature with Short Texts—Grades 6-12 by Kimberly Hill Campbell 

 

I would like you to become familiar with even more texts you could use in a classroom.  So we 

will read a novel, a novella, a play, and a number of short stories.  These are books that are worthy 

additions to your personal library.     

 

2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, get the Signet Classic edition, ISBN: 978-0451526557   
3. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, get the Penguin edition, ISBN: 978-0-1401-7739-8 

4. Hamlet by William Shakespeare, get the Folger edition, ISBN: 978-0-7434-7712-3 

5. 40 Short Stories, 4th edition, Ed. Beverly Lawn 

 

Literary Terms 

 

Many terms are listed in 40 Short Stories, pgs. 583-592. We will discuss terms in class, but please 

take time to look them up on your own.  Free websites for more terms include the following:  

 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/nawol3shorter/literaryterms.aspx 

  

http://mthoyibi.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/a-glossary-of-literary-terms-7th-ed_m-h-

abrams-1999.pdf  

 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 

 

Literary Theory 

 

For a good, succinct source for information on multiple literary theories, please see 

 

 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/ 

 

and use the menu bar on your left-hand side of this page.   

 

Materials 

 

Three-ring binder—for class handouts and notes 

Highlighter and Planner 

 

 

 

https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=NAVHCZfKV0G6vUMOAytr7GrZFLurK9FIgi4tS3RqGhQIknvN3tanKoJMCZm7skfHAvRD1CGbjT0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wwnorton.com%2fcollege%2fenglish%2fnawol3shorter%2fliteraryterms.aspx
http://mthoyibi.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/a-glossary-of-literary-terms-7th-ed_m-h-abrams-1999.pdf
http://mthoyibi.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/a-glossary-of-literary-terms-7th-ed_m-h-abrams-1999.pdf
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/
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How to Do Well in This Class 

 

 1.  Be intellectually curious. 

2.  Take responsibility for your learning. 

 3.  Spend significant time thoughtfully completing your projects. 

 4.  Complete and submit your projects on time. 

 5.  Do the assigned reading before coming to class. 

6.  Attend all class meetings and participate in class discussions and encourage others to 

participate. 

 

Grading Part One 

 

Class work will include peer workshops, writing exercises, mini-opportunities (quizzes) on 

readings, and a public reading of an essay.  Anything read for class and anything said in class or 

written on the board may be included on a mini-opportunity, so it is important to take notes.   

 

Course projects and their graded weights are: 

 Class Participation ……………….…………………15% 

 Journal………………………………………………5% 

Mini-Opportunities………………………………….10% 

Writing Project Drafts & Philosophy Statement....….25% 

Portfolio……………………………………………..25% 

Lesson Plans/Unit Plan & Teaching Days…………..25% 

    

The final percentage earned translates to the following grades: 

 93-100% = A 

 90-92  = A- 

 87-89  = B+ 

 83-86  = B 

 80-82  = B- 

 77-79  = C+ 

 73-76  = C 

 70-72  = C- 

 67-69  = D+ 

 63-66  = D 

 60-62  = D- 

 59 & below = F 

 

Because grading has been so ingrained into us, many people go to school simply to get a grade, 

graduate, and then get a job.  This focus on grades subverts what social critic Neil Postman and 

others believe: A school’s “real job is to focus on how to make a life, which is quite different from 

how to make a living.”  I believe a significant part of learning is developing and nurturing a 

genuine and critical interest in the subject matter.  My goal is to nudge you down this path. 
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Class Participation 

Participation will impact the final grade, but most importantly, your comments will help all of us 

come to a greater understanding and appreciation of the texts we will all read.  No one knows 

what you’re thinking.  Please share your ideas and share the floor.  Characteristics of a good 

classroom discussion include everyone participating and no one student making all the comments 

or answering all the questions.  Read the course materials carefully to prepare yourself to 

voluntarily respond in class and to be called upon.   

 

Student questions are welcome and encouraged.   

 

Our classroom is a NO ELECTRONIC DEVICE ALLOWED ZONE.       

   

 
Please turn off and store out of sight all electronic devices, e.g., phones, computers, tablets, 

before you enter the classroom.  Scholarly research has shown that these machines negatively 

impact class discussion, student learning, and teacher concentration.  Any of these machines that 

go off during class will be eaten.  Class participation points may be lost.    

 

    Journal 

I will ask you to purchase a marbleized notebook (model in class) in which you will take class 

notes, write questions, and complete pre-reading writing activities.   

 

Mini-Opportunities 

A university professor discussed with his pre-service teachers the importance of word choices, 

encouraging them to find words that have more positive connotations than, for example, “quiz,” 

“exam,” and “test.”  In doing so attitudes may change.  Instead of these three four-letter words, he 

suggested the word “opportunity.”  In this course you will be asked questions on class discussions 

and readings and be rewarded for your efforts to take notes and do the reading.  This is the 

opportunity.  There will be five questions on each mini-opportunity; each question is worth two 

points.  These opportunities may not be made up, however, I will drop the lowest scored mini-

opportunity, which include zeroes on opportunities missed due to absence from class. 

 

Writing Project Drafts 

Reading and writing are complementary acts.  In this class you will write critical responses to 

literature as well as creative work.  We will mirror what you might assign your future students to 

do.  More details in class. 

 

You will share your work with your peers and me.  I will return your work with comments.  In 

addition, you will need to submit your work to www.turnitin.com.  Your work will then be revised 

for the portfolio.   

 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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    Philosophy Statement 

You will compose a philosophy of teaching literature using acceptable professional formats.  In 

addition to guiding your actual teaching of literature, this statement can assist you in obtaining a 

job.   

Portfolio 

All literature classes at DSU require a signature project.  Ours will be the portfolio.  In the proper 

folder (to be exhibited in class), your portfolio will include a 1Table of Contents; 2the first drafts, 

the ones the instructor commented on, of 

 

      1. Character Analysis 

      2. Theme Analysis 

      3. Flash Fiction 

      4. Name Poem 

      5. Persona Poem 

 

and 3 a revision of each of these; you could call this the second draft.   

 

Research suggests that students learn best from teacher comments on their work if students are 

allowed to revise these works.  Further, this will help you experience writing and receiving 

feedback on your writing, mirroring the experience of your future students.  The understanding 

gained can help you succeed as a teacher.  

 

The portfolio will be graded on effort and excellence.  Please pay special attention to presentation, 

completeness, and revision.   

 

    Lesson Plans, Unit Plan, & Teaching Days 

You will create a lesson plan to teach a poem and a plan to teach a short story.  You will create a 

unit plan to teach a novel or a full-length play.  Your plans will include MLA documentation of 

the book, materials needed, pre-reading projects, reading projects, post-reading projects, reading 

and writing assignments, and assessment of student learning.   

You will teach your two lesson plans to the rest of the class.  We will offer immediate feedback on 

your lesson, which you then use to revise the plan before submitting it in writing to your 

instructor.    

We will share these plans with each other.  You will leave this class with multiple lesson plans 

ready to be put into practice.  Simply put, in regard to developing your teaching abilities, there’s 

nothing better than having opportunities to practice.   

Grading Part Two 

 This course does not include any extra credit projects save one (more on this later). 

 Projects are due at the beginning of class.  If you will be absent from class the day a 

project is due, please e-mail it to me as an attachment before class starts that day, or drop it 

off at my office before class starts that day, or give it to a classmate who will be attending 

the class that day, so s/he can turn it in on time.  My e-mail address is: 

 

lindstrom@dixie.edu 

mailto:lindstrom@dixie.edu
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 With one exception I do not accept late work.  I’m hoping to get all of us in the habit of 

completing work on time—this is something that will be important in other courses you 

take as well as in your career. (More on the exception later.) 

 A tip when home printer is ill:  e-mail the essay as an attachment to your own e-mail 

address then print the essay at school.   

 No make-ups are permitted for mini-opportunities. 

 PLEASE RETAIN ALL GRADED WORK UNTIL THE END OF THE SEMESTER.   

 

Writing Center 

The Center, located on the fourth floor of the Holland Centennial Commons Building, room 421, 

offers free tutorial help to all students assigned a writing project.  The Center’s hours are— 

 

        Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm, Friday, 9am-5pm 

         

You can walk in and begin working with a tutor if s/he is not assisting another student at that 

moment, make an appointment to return at another time or call (435) 652-7629 to make an 

appointment.  Please bring to the Center a description of the writing project and a draft of the 

project that meets the requirements of the project.  Tutors will assist you with the organization and 

content of a draft.  To derive the most benefit from the tutoring session please visit the Center at 

least two days before an essay is due.  This will allow you time to revise.    

 

See also:  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  

 

I require that you take a draft of one of your writing projects and visit the Writing Center and 

work with a tutor.  You may go to the Writing Center for help on each of your essays. 

 

OWL - Online Writing Lab  

To help you with your writing, check out the very useful Online Writing Lab web site:  

 

 http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

  

Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a medical, psychological, or learning disability or think you might have a 

disability and would like accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in 

the North Plaza.  The Disability Resource Center (http://dixie.edu/drcenter/) will determine 

eligibility of the student requesting special services and determine the appropriate 

accommodations related to their disability. 

 

Working with Computers 

As you know computers and printers are not infallible, that is, they make mistakes—files are lost, 

the computer freezes, the printer jams, etc.  A woeful computer or printer is not an acceptable 

excuse for a late project.  Follow these steps to avoid technology-induced stress: 

 

 1.  Save your file every few minutes 

 2.  Save your file to multiple places 

  A. If it is your own computer you can save to the hard drive 

http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
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  B. Save on a flash drive 

  C. E-mail your file as an attachment to yourself 

  D. Copy and paste the file in an e-mail and send it to yourself  

 3.  Complete and print your essay the day before it’s due 

 

A wise Best Buy salesman said:  “If you don’t have the document saved in three places, the 

document is not important to you.”   

 

Academic Honesty 

Your writing should be original.  I’m looking forward to hearing your voice in your writing.  You 

may use the words and ideas of others but only in support of your ideas.  Please check the handout 

on each assignment for more information on using sources.   

 

Just as you expect other people to give you credit for your words and ideas, you must give credit 

to others through identifying them in your essay and on a Works Cited page.  If you quote 

someone else’s words, use quotation marks and identify the person(s) by name.  If you paraphrase 

someone else’s words, identify the person(s) by name and clearly indicate where the paraphrase 

begins and where it ends.  If you summarize someone else’s work, you should also identify the 

person(s) by name.  We will discuss this in greater length in class.     

 

Please contact your instructor when you have a question about how to give others credit. If you do 

not give credit when borrowing others’ words and ideas, the penalties can be severe.  These may 

include— 

 

1. Rewriting the project 

2. “F” on the project 

3. “F” for the course 

4. Suspension or expulsion from the college 

 

Turn It In 

Each of the major writing projects must be submitted to www.turnitin.com prior to submission to 

your instructor.  This website will check your essay’s originally.  If the project uses information 

from other sources without crediting the sources, then the project is subject to the penalties 

described in “Academic Honesty” above.  You must set up an account to login to turnitin.  Go to 

the website and enter the following: 

 

    Class ID: 9266415 

    Password: whale4510 

 

Attendance 

Woody Allen said:  “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.”  Class attendance is essential.  If 

you miss class, you may well miss a mini-opportunity (almost always unannounced) based upon 

class discussions and readings.  Further, if you are absent you will miss the opportunity to voice 

your ideas and you will go without the benefit of hearing the ideas of others. So, please come.   

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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There are 29 class meetings this semester.  Excessive absences will result in a deduction from the 

final grade as follows: 

 

  4 absences -5% 

  6   -10% 

  8 or more -20% (will likely fail the course) 

 

Three tardies are equivalent to one absence.  A student who comes to class late by 30 minutes or 

more is considered absent that day.   

 

To help you keep up with the homework if you miss a class, befriend two fellow students and 

write their contact information: 

 Name:       Name: 

 Phone:       Phone: 

 E-mail address:     E-mail address:   

 

If you miss a class period, contact one of these individuals to see what you missed and get a copy 

of the notes taken for that day.   

 

The only excused absences are those due to a Dixie State University activity such as a class field 

trip or travel to and participation in a university athletic contest. 

 

Finally, on the subject of attendance, read this poem a student once shared with me: 

 

“Did I Miss Anything?” 
    By Tom Wayman 
 
               Question frequently asked by students after missing a class  

Nothing. When we realized you weren't here 
we sat with our hands folded on our desks 
in silence, for the full two hours  

        Everything. I gave an exam worth 
        40 per cent of the grade for this term 
        and assigned some reading due today 
        on which I'm about to hand out a quiz 
        worth 50 per cent  

Nothing. None of the content of this course 
has value or meaning 
Take as many days off as you like: 
any activities we undertake as a class 
I assure you will not matter either to you or me 
and are without purpose  
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        Everything. A few minutes after we began last time 
        a shaft of light descended and an angel 
        or other heavenly being appeared 
        and revealed to us what each woman or man must do 
        to attain divine wisdom in this life and 
        the hereafter 
        This is the last time the class will meet 
        before we disperse to bring this good news to all people 
                on earth  

Nothing. When you are not present 
how could something significant occur?  

        Everything. Contained in this classroom 
        is a microcosm of human existence 
        assembled for you to query and examine and ponder 
        This is not the only place such an opportunity has been 
                gathered  

        but it was one place  

        And you weren't here. 

Food and Drink 

Please consume all food and drink before coming to class.  Bottled water for health reasons is 

okay.   

 

Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

Always bring your textbook to class.  Projects are due on the day listed.  Readings are in bold.  

Projects due are underlined.     

 

For readings on canvas, please print them, read them, and bring them to class.  

 

Please do the reading for the day listed.  Other projects may be announced in class—another good 

reason why it’s important to attend class.  

 

Date  Class      Readings & Projects Due 

 

January  

13  Introductions      

  Journals     

   

15  Practice Mini-Opp.  Syllabus & NCTE/IRA Standards on canvas 

Reading Fiction    Brave Ones on canvas 

Burillark: “Brave Ones”   Game of Catch on canvas 

  Wilbur: “Game of Catch”   Less is More: Chapter 1 
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20  Elements of Fiction: plot, character  Conversion of Jews on canvas 

Roth: “Conversion of Jews”   Less is More: Chapter 2  

  Writing Project: Character Analysis Project  

    

22  Elements of Fiction: point of view, setting 40 Stories: Cask of Amontillado, p. 14

  Poe: “Cask of Amontillado”   40 Stories: A Worn Path, p. 233 

  Welty: “A Worn Path”   40 Stories: Araby, p. 120 

  Joyce: “Araby”  

 

27  Elements of Fiction: theme, symbol  40 Stories: A White Heron, p.56 

  Jewett: “A White Heron”   Less is More: Chapter 3 

  Hemingway Play Introduction   

 

29  Hemingway: “Hills Like…Elephants” 40 Stories: Hills Like…Elephants, p.228 

  Play      Character Analysis Project 

 

February  

 

*Jane Eyre Production, Brigham’s Playhouse, Washington, Utah* til Feb. 28th 

3  Jane Eyre      Jane Eyre pgs. 6-94 

            (skip intro) 

 

5  Jane Eyre      Jane Eyre pgs. 94-184 

  Theme Project: Of Mice and Men 

 

10  Jane Eyre      Jane Eyre pgs. 184-279 

 

12  Jane Eyre      Jane Eyre pgs. 279-364 

  Nims: “Love Poem” 

  Writing a Love Letter 

 

17  Jane Eyre      Jane Eyre pgs. 364-461 

   

19  Is This a Short Story?     Last Unseen Car on canvas 

  Rogers: “Last Unseen Car”              Philosophy of Composition on canvas 

 

24  Flash Fiction Stories     On canvas:  Sleeping,  

Flash Fiction Project Currents, Ice Storm, Coyote 

Bait, Disorder  
 

26  Share Theme Project       Theme Project 

  Coffee Table Discussion Of Mice and Men 

 

March 
3  Controversies in Teaching Literature   On canvas: Book Not a House, 

   Censorship     Lawmaker laments, Humanities 
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   Humanities in general    degrees, Liberal arts, Short- 

   Race      Sighted Stephenson, The Road 

   Gender      To Everywhere, Want to Read 

   Art in the English classroom   Others, Let’s Keep Language, 

Race Does Matter, Reviving 

Ophelia   

 

5  Common Elements of Poetry: speaker  Flash Fiction Project 

Reading Poetry     Ice Cream Syndrome on canvas 

  “For Julia”                 Ride the Horse on canvas 

Possibilities of Poetry on canvas 

 

NO CLASSES—SPRING BREAK, March 10 and 12 

          

17  Common Elements of Poetry: form, imagery  Less is More: Chapter 6  

  Keats: “Chapman’s Homer”    Chapman’s Homer on canvas 

  Burgess: “Choosing My Name”    Choosing My Name on canvas 

  Name Poem Project  

 

19  Common Elements of Poetry: sound devices,    

figurative language 

  Plath: “Metaphors” 

  Hayden: “Those Winter Sundays” 

   

24  Share Name Poems     Name Poem 

Persona Poem Project: Enabling Restraints  On canvas:  Lot’s Wife  

  Szymborska: “Lot’s Wife”    Walter Llywarch 

  Thomas: “Walter Llywarch”    Captivity 

  Erdrich: “Captivity”     Song of the Little Cripple 

  Rilke: “Song of the Little Cripple”     Confession in a Booth 

  Smith:  “Confession in a Booth”   Dora Williams 

  Masters: “Dora Williams”    The Chimney Sweeper 

  Blake:  “The Chimney Sweeper”  

 

26  Lesson Project and Sign Up 

“Do Something With Literature” 

French: “Mr. Mumsford” 

  Student Project & Film 

 

31  Persona Poem Performance    Persona Poem   

  Hamlet       Hamlet pgs. 3-69 

          (skip intro) 

 

April 

2  Hamlet       Hamlet pgs. 73-119 
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7  Hamlet       Hamlet pgs. 123-185  

    

9  Hamlet       Hamlet pgs. 189-287 

 

14  Hamlet  

  Film Directors as Readers 

 

Lessons Include Appropriate NCTE Standard 

 

16  Pre-Service Teachers’ Short Story Lessons 

 

21  Pre-Service Teachers’ Short Story Lessons  Portfolios 

 

23  Pre-Service Teachers’ Poetry Lessons 

 

28  Pre-Service Teachers’ Poetry Lessons 

 

 

Final Day: Thursday, May 7th, 9:30am-11:30pm, 

 

  Share Unit Plans 

  Class Party (a literary party?)    


