
Dixie State University 

English 2010:24 Intermediate Writing/Literature in Film 

Spring 2014 

 

Instructor: Dr. Braden Lindstrom   Classroom: HCC 471 

Office: HCC 422      

Office phone #: 879-4356 

Office hours: MWF 11am-noon and by appointment 

E-mail: lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

Inspiration 

 Read all the novels you can or risk reverting to barbarism.  

  ?  

 

 “Fiction reveals truths that reality obscures.”   

Jessamyn West, writer 

 

 The definition of a good movie:  “Three great scenes and no bad scenes.”   

Howard Hawks, film director 

 

 “Writing about films [and novels] is one of the most sophisticated ways to respond to them.”   

Timothy Corrigan, educator 

 

Course 

English 2010 “partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Provides opportunities to analyze 

and write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number 

of essays.  Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students 

improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the 

use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting 

source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others” (DSU Catalog).   

 

From instructor:  Welcome!  I’m excited to teach this course which will focus on writing about literature 

and narrative films.  We will study short stories and novels adapted into film.  This course promotes 

higher-level critical inquiry using the central tools of such inquiry—reading, thinking, writing, research, 

speaking, and listening.  The facility to manipulate these tools to analyze, interpret, synthesize, and critique 

is perhaps the major hallmark of a liberal education. 

 

Prerequisite 

A “C” or higher grade in English 1010 and Library 1010 (latter may be taken concurrently). 

  

Course Objectives   

WRITING  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will be able to—   

 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
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 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support 

material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 

thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an 

end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting 

detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

READING AND THINKING  

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will be able to—   

 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING 

 

     By the end of English 2010, students will be able to—   

 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources. 

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 

electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, 

and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 



 3 

Texts 

Understanding Movies by Louis Giannetti, 12th edition 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel, paperback version 

English 1010/2010 Research Paper Guide 

Short Stories:  Please print these from Canvas 

 

Materials 

Three-ring binder with paper for notes  

Highlighter and Planner 

 

Writing Requirements 

English 2010 requires students to write approximately 18 pages, 4500 words.  To achieve this you will be 

asked to write the following: 

 

 1.  An analysis of a short story 

2.  A shot by shot analysis of a scene from your selected film 

 3.  A research paper that analyses a film adaptation 

 

The day each project is introduced in class is marked in the “Course Schedule” with a *. 

 

You must complete the research paper to earn a final grade for this 

course.  
 
Peer Workshops 

These are opportunities to share your writing with peers and to receive constructive criticism in order to 

help you when revising your projects.  You will read your work aloud and then listen to your peers for their 

feedback.  You will receive credit for each of the following: 

 

 (1) showing up to class to help your classmates = 5 points 

 (2) having in hand a well-prepared draft (meets minimum word count) of your project = 5 points 

 (3) having in hand multiple copies of your essay to share with your classmates (I will specify the  

exact number at a later date) = 5 points 

 

The days scheduled for peer workshops are underlined in the “Course Schedule.”  If you are absence on a 

peer workshop day you will lose these points.  Please be on time.   

 

Academic Honesty 

Your writing should be original.  I’m looking forward to hearing your voice in your writing.  For the 

research paper you may use the words and ideas of others but only in support of your thesis.  Just as you 

expect other people to give you credit for your words and ideas, you must give credit to others through 

identifying them in your paper and on a Works Cited page.  If you quote someone else’s words, use 

quotation marks and identify the person by name.  If you paraphrase someone else’s words, identify the 

person by name and clearly indicate where the paraphrase begins and where it ends.  We will discuss this at 

greater length in class.     

 

If you do not give credit when borrowing others’ words and ideas, the penalties can be severe: 

 an “F” on the paper 

 an “F” for the course 

 suspension or expulsion from the college 
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Please contact me when you have a question about how to give others credit.   

  

Writing Center 

Located on the fourth floor of the Holland Centennial Commons Building, room 421, the Writing Center 

offers tutorial help to all students assigned a writing project.  The Writing Center’s hours are as follows: 

 

        Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm 

        Friday, 9am-5pm 

         

You can walk in and begin working with a tutor if s/he is not assisting another student at that moment, 

make an appointment to return at another time or call (435) 652-7629 to make an appointment.  When you 

visit the Writing Center bring a description of the writing project and a draft of the paper you wrote to meet 

the requirements of the project.  Tutors will assist you with the organization and content of a draft.  To 

derive the most benefit from the tutoring session please visit the Writing Center at least two days before a 

paper is due.  This will allow you time to revise.    

 

See also: http://dixiewritingcenter.com/  

 

I require that you take a draft of one of your papers and visit the Writing Center and work with a 

tutor.  You may go to the Writing Center for help on each of your papers.   

 

OWL - Online Writing Lab  

To help you with your writing, check out the useful Online Writing Lab web site:  

 

 http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/  

 

Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in room 201 of the Student 

Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for services based upon 

complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource Center will 

further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable 

accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.    

 

Grading Part One 

Class work will include mini-opportunities (quizzes) on readings, peer workshops, and papers.  Anything 

read for class and anything said in class or written on the board may be included on a mini-opportunity, so 

it is important to take notes.  The lowest mini-opportunity score will be dropped.  This includes a zero for 

an opportunity missed.  Mini-opportunity dates are usually not announced in class.       

 

Course projects and their graded weights: 

 

 Mini-Opportunities……………………………………………… 10% 

 Peer Workshops ………………………………………………… 15% 

 Papers…………………………………………………………… 75% 

   

The final percentage earned translates to the following grades: 

 

 93-100% = A 

 90-92  = A- 

 87-89  = B+ 

http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
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 83-86  = B 

 80-82  = B- 

 77-79  = C+ 

 73-76  = C 

 70-72  = C- 

 67-69  = D+ 

 63-66  = D 

 60-62  = D- 

 59 & below = F 

 

Because grading has been so ingrained into us, many people go to school simply to get a grade, graduate, 

and start working.  This focus on grades subverts what Neil Postman and others believe: A school’s “real  

job is to focus on how to make a life, which is quite different from how to make a living.”  I believe a 

significant part of learning is developing and nurturing a genuine and critical interest in the subject matter.  

My goal is to nudge you down this path. 

 

Grading Part Two 

 This course does not include any extra credit projects save one (more on this later). 

 Projects are due at the beginning of class.  If you will be absent from class the day a project is 

due, please e-mail it to me as an attachment before class starts that day, or drop it off at my office 

before class starts that day, or give it to a classmate who will be attending the class that day, so 

s/he can turn it in on time.  My e-mail address is: lindstrom@dixie.edu  

 With one exception I do not accept late work.  I’m hoping to get all of us in the habit of 

completing work on time—this is something that will be important in other courses you take as 

well as in your career. (More on the exception later.) 

 A tip when home printer is ill:  E-mail the paper as an attachment to your own e-mail address then 

print the paper at school.   

 No make-ups are permitted for mini-opportunities.   

 Please retain all graded work until the end of the course.  You may be asked to resubmit items.   

 

Working with Computers 

As you know computers and printers are not infallible, that is, they make mistakes—files are lost, the 

computer freezes, the printer jams, etc.  A woeful computer or printer is not an acceptable excuse for a late 

paper.  Follow these steps to avoid technology-induced stress: 

 

 1.  Save your file every few minutes 

 2.  Save your file to multiple places 

  A.  if it is your own computer save to the hard drive 

  B.  save on a flash drive 

  C.  e-mail your file as an attachment to yourself 

  D.  copy and paste the file in an e-mail and send it to yourself  

 3.  Complete and print your paper the day before it’s due 

 

A wise Best Buy salesman said:  “If you don’t have the document saved in three places the document is not 

important to you.”   

 

Attendance 

Woody Allen said:  “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.”  Class attendance is essential.  If you miss 

class, you may well miss a mini-opportunity (almost always unannounced) based upon class discussions 

mailto:lindstrom@dixie.edu
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and readings.  Further, if you are absent you will miss the opportunity to voice your ideas and you will go 

without the benefit of hearing the ideas of others. Please come.   

 

There are 42 regular class meetings this semester.  Excessive absences will result in a deduction from the 

final grade as follows: 

 

  5 absences -5% 

  7   -10% 

  9 or more -20% (will likely fail the course) 

 

Four tardies are equivalent to one absence.  A student who comes to class late by 30 minutes or more is 

considered absent that day.   

 

To help you keep up with the homework if you miss a class, befriend two fellow students and write down 

their contact information: 

 

 Name:       Name: 

 Phone:       Phone: 

 E-mail address:      E-mail address:   

 

If you miss a class period, contact one of these individuals to see what you missed and get a copy of the 

notes taken for that day.   

 

Finally, on the subject of attendance, read this poem a student once shared with me: 

 

“Did I Miss Anything?” 
by Tom Wayman 
 

               Question frequently asked by students after missing a class  

Nothing. When we realized you weren't here 
we sat with our hands folded on our desks 
in silence, for the full two hours  

        Everything. I gave an exam worth 
        40 per cent of the grade for this term 
        and assigned some reading due today 
        on which I'm about to hand out a quiz 
        worth 50 per cent  

Nothing. None of the content of this course 
has value or meaning 
Take as many days off as you like: 
any activities we undertake as a class 
I assure you will not matter either to you or me 
and are without purpose  

        Everything. A few minutes after we began last time 
        a shaft of light descended and an angel 
        or other heavenly being appeared 
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        and revealed to us what each woman or man must do 
        to attain divine wisdom in this life and 
        the hereafter 
        This is the last time the class will meet 
        before we disperse to bring this good news to all people 
                on earth  

Nothing. When you are not present 
how could something significant occur?  

        Everything. Contained in this classroom 
        is a microcosm of human existence 
        assembled for you to query and examine and ponder 
        This is not the only place such an opportunity has been 
                gathered  

        but it was one place  

        And you weren't here. 

Cell Phones, Ipods, etc. 

Please turn them off before you enter the classroom.  Any of these machines that go off during class will be 

eaten.  Any student found text messaging will meet a similar fate.   

 

Food and Drink 

Please consume all food and drink before coming to class.  Bottled water for health reasons is okay.  

 

Film Screenings 

Short films and a feature film will be screened this semester.  Screenings take place in 

McDonald 209.  Please see Screening in “Course Schedule.” Even if you have seen the movie 

before it is important that you watch it again.  If you cannot make the screening you are responsible to 

watch the film(s) before we discuss it in class.  The films will be on reserve in the library. You might also 

find the films on Netflix; Rent-a-Video, 85 North 100 East in St. George, (435) 673-2971, call them before 

you go; or your local public library.  Please always watch legal versions of the films.   

 

Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

Always bring the major textbook to class.  Projects are due on the day listed.  Reading are in bold.  

Chapters refer to chapters in Understanding Movies.  Read the entire chapter.  Short stories are in “  .” 

Please print them from Canvas and bring them to class.  Pi and page numbers refer to the novel Life of Pi.   

Paper Guide refers to the “Research Paper Guide.” Other readings are posted on canvas.  Please do the 

reading for the day listed.  Some assignments may be announced in class—another good reason why it’s 

important to attend class. 

 

Date  Class      Readings & Projects Due 

 

January 

 6 Syllabus 

  Introductions 

  On narrative 
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 8 Practice Mini-Opportunity on the Syllabus Syllabus 
  On Class Discussion    “The Editor” 

  “The Editor” & “Mr. Mumsford”  “Mr. Mumsford” 

   

 10 Research Paper Introduction 

  Pre-2010 Opportunity 

 

 13 Plot      Plot 

“Barn Burning”     “Barn Burning” 

 

 15 Character     Character 

  “Conversion of the Jews”   “Conversion of the Jews”  

    

 17 Setting      Setting 

  “Roman Fever”    “Roman Fever” 

 

 20 NO CLASS—MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY  

 

 22 Writing Process 

   Pre-writing 

   Writing 

   Rewriting 

  Essay #1 Introduction 

 

 24 Point of View     Point of View 

  “New Boy”     “New Boy”  

       

 27 Theme      Theme 

  “A White Heron”    “A White Heron” 

 

 29 Peer Workshop Introduction   Novel/Film Adaptation Chosen 

  Paragraph Development  

 

 31 Symbol     Symbol 

  “Two Soldiers”    “Two Soldiers” 

 

February 

 3 Peer Workshop: Essay #1   Draft of Essay #1: Three Copies  

 

 5 Follow-up on Peer Workshop   Fidelity: literal, faithful, loose 

  Movie Montage  

 

 7  Photography     Final Draft of Essay #1: One Copy 

        Chapter 1 
 

 10 Mise en Scene     Chapter 2 

  Essay #2 Introduction 
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 12 Mise en Scene, con’t.    Chapter 3 

  Movement 

  

 14 Editing      Chapter 4 

        Summary of your novel’s plot, etc.  

    

 17 NO CLASS—PRESIDENT’S DAY  

 

 19 Sound      Chapter 5 

 

 21 Acting      Chapter 6 

 

 24 Peer Workshop: Essay #2   Draft of Essay #2: Three Copies  

 

 26 Adaptations:  Analogy   Analogy 
  Intro to Life of Pi     

   

 February 27:  Screening Short Films “Without Mom,” “Mr. 

 Mumsford,”  “New Boy,” “Two Soldiers”  
 

 28 Adaptations: Intertextuality   Final Draft of Essay #2: One Copy 

   Life of Pi     Intertextuality 

        Life of Pi pp.  
   

March 

 3 Life of Pi     Life of Pi pp.  

  Adaptations: Sociology & Appropriation  Sociology & Appropriation 

 

 5 Review: Analogy, Intextuality,   Life of Pi pp. 

  Sociology & Appropriation 

  Life of Pi  

 

 7 Short Films: “Without Mom,” “Mr.   Life of Pi pp.  

  Mumsford”     Bring to class short stories 

        “The Editor” & “Mr. Mumsford” 

   

 10/12/14 NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK -- Finish Reading Life of Pi 

 

 17  Short Films: “New Boy,” “Two Soldiers” Bring to class short stories 

        “New Boy” & “Two Soldiers” 

 

 19 Drama      Chapter 7 

 

 March 20, Screening Feature Film: Life of Pi 
 

 21 Writing     Chapter 9 
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 24 Life of Pi—novel and film 

 

 26 Life of Pi—novel and film 

 

 28 Research Paper Review 

 

 31 Meet in HCC, Library, Room 234  Paper Guide pp. 2-6   

 

April 

 2 Credible and Relevant Sources 

  Plagiarism 

 

 4 Hook and Thesis 

 

 7 Topic Sentences, Paragraphs, and Transitions 

 

 9 Topic Sentences 

  Transitions 

 

 11 RENNS 

  Supporting Details 

 

 14 Peer Workshop:  Thesis   Draft of Thesis: Three Copies 

 

 16 Integrating and Documenting Sources I  Paper Guide pp. 31-35 

  paraphrasing 

 

 18 Integrating and Documenting Sources II    

   direct quotes 

 

 21 Documenting Sources III   Scan Paper Guide pp. 7-26 

   Works Cited 

 

 23 Peer Workshop Research Paper   Draft of Research Paper: One Copy 
  Final Comments/Questions on Research Project 
 

 

Final: April 30, 12:30pm-2:30pm     
  
   

 


