
Dixie State University 

English 2790:01 Writing Center Tutoring I 

Spring 2014 

 
Instructor: Dr. Braden Lindstrom   Classroom: Conference Room 420 

Office: HCC 422      

Office phone #: 879-4356 

Office hours: MWF 11am-noon and by appointment 

E-mail: lindstrom@dixie.edu 

 

Inspiration 

 

“To be able to be caught up into the world of thought -- that is being educated.”  Edith Hamilton 

 

“To know how to suggest is the art of teaching.”  Henri-Frédéric Amiel 

 

“A teacher is one who makes himself [herself] progressively unnecessary.” Thomas Carruthers  

 

Course Description 

 

English 2790 is a course designed to facilitate learning about the importance of peer review and 

revision in the writing process. This course is closely linked to Writing Center theory and 

experience.  Course work focuses on practices and procedures common to the Writing Center at 

Dixie State University, as well as other Writing Center programs at other institutions.  

 

In this course we will discuss various readings assigned the previous week.  To ensure you are 

prepared for our class discussions you will be asked to keep a reading log consisting of a 1 page, 

typed, double-spaced response to each reading. You should use this log to organize your thoughts 

and ideas about a reading in order to prepare yourself to articulate those thoughts in our class 

meetings.  

 

Because of the small and informal nature of our class it is imperative that you understand you will 

get as much out of this course as you put into it. You should not view English 2790 as a “fly by” 

course, where you can contribute little effort and still receive a passing grade. Rather, you should 

work diligently to invest your time and energy in this course, viewing it as an opportunity to 

discuss and network with a small group of individuals who share the same interest in peer 

tutoring, editing and revision as you do. It is important that you work to actively contribute and 

participate in this course. This means being on time and prepared for class meetings.   

  

Graded Projects 
 

1. Response to readings 

2. Mini-opportunities on readings 

3. Role play scenario and enactment 

4. Research project or essay 

 

http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/5883
http://www.quoteworld.org/authors/edith_hamilton
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/393
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Reading Texts 

 

The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors, 5th edition 

Class Handouts 

 

Materials 

 

Three-ring binder with paper—for class handouts and notes 

Highlighter and Planner 

 

Disability Statement 

 

If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to request 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in room 201 of the 

Student Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for 

services based upon complete professional documentation.  If you are deemed eligible, the 

Disability Resource Center will further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation requests 

and will authorize reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.    

 

Grading Part One 

 

Project weights 

 

Mini-opportunities………………………………………….10% 

Participation…………………………………………………20% 

Responses to readings including role play…………………. 25%  

Research project or essay (and accompanying docs)……… 45%  

  

The final percentage earned translates to the following grades: 

 

 93-100% = A 

 90-92  = A- 

 87-89  = B+ 

 83-86  = B 

 80-82  = B- 

 77-79  = C+ 

 73-76  = C 

 70-72  = C- 

 67-69  = D+ 

 63-66  = D 

 60-62  = D- 

 59 & below = F 

Because grading has been so ingrained into us, many people go to school simply to get a grade, 

graduate, and then get a job.  This focus on grades subverts what Neil Postman and others believe: 

A school’s “real job is to focus on how to make a life, which is quite different from how to make a 
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living.”  I believe a significant part of learning is developing and nurturing a genuine and critical 

interest in the subject matter.  My goal is to nudge you down this path. 

 

Grading Part Two 

 

 This course does not include any extra credit projects save one (more on this later). 

 Projects are due at the beginning of class.  If you will be absent from class the day a 

project is due, please e-mail it to me as an attachment before class starts that day or drop it 

off at my office before class starts that day or give it to a classmate who will be attending 

the class that day, so s/he can turn it in on time.   

 With one exception I do not accept late work.  I’m hoping to get all of us in the habit of 

completing work on time—this is something that will be important in other courses you 

take as well as in your career.  

 A tip when home printer is ill:  e-mail the paper as an attachment to your own e-mail 

address then print the paper at school.   

 Please retain all graded work until the end of the course.  You may be asked to resubmit 

items.   

 

Working with Computers 

 

As you know computers and printers are not infallible, that is, they make mistakes—files are lost, 

the computer freezes, the printer jams, etc.  A woeful computer or printer is not an acceptable 

excuse for a late paper.  Follow these steps to avoid technology-induced stress: 

 

 1.  Save your file every few minutes 

 2.  Save your file to multiple places 

  A.  if it is your own computer save to the hard drive 

  B.  save on a flash drive 

  C.  e-mail your file as an attachment to yourself 

  D.  copy and paste the file in an e-mail and send it to yourself  

 3.  Complete and print your paper the day before it’s due 

 

A wise Best Buy salesman said:  “If you don’t have the document saved in three places the 

document is not important to you.”   

 

Attendance 

 

Woody Allen said:  “Ninety percent of life is just showing up.”  Class attendance is essential.  If 

you are absent you will miss the opportunity to voice your ideas and you will go without the 

benefit of hearing the ideas of others. So, please come.   

 

There are  class meetings this semester.  Please plan to attend each meeting.  Absences will 

adversely affect the participation grade and consequently the final grade.   

Four tardies are equivalent to one absence.  A student who comes to class late by 20 minutes or 

more is considered absent that day.   
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To help you keep up with the homework if you miss a class, befriend now one fellow student and 

write his/her contact information here: 

 

 Name:        

 Phone:        

 E-mail address:        

 

If you miss a class period, contact one this individual to see what you missed and get a copy of the 

notes taken for that day.   

 

Finally, on the subject of attendance, read this poem a student once shared with me: 

 

“Did I Miss Anything?” 
by Tom Wayman 
 
               Question frequently asked by students after missing a class  

Nothing. When we realized you weren't here 
we sat with our hands folded on our desks 
in silence, for the full two hours  

        Everything. I gave an exam worth 
        40 per cent of the grade for this term 
        and assigned some reading due today 
        on which I'm about to hand out a quiz 
        worth 50 per cent  

Nothing. None of the content of this course 
has value or meaning 
Take as many days off as you like: 
any activities we undertake as a class 
I assure you will not matter either to you or me 
and are without purpose  

        Everything. A few minutes after we began last time 
        a shaft of light descended and an angel 
        or other heavenly being appeared 
        and revealed to us what each woman or man must do 
        to attain divine wisdom in this life and 
        the hereafter 
        This is the last time the class will meet 
        before we disperse to bring this good news to all people 
                on earth  

Nothing. When you are not present 
how could something significant occur?  
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        Everything. Contained in this classroom 
        is a microcosm of human existence 
        assembled for you to query and examine and ponder 
        This is not the only place such an opportunity has been 
                gathered  

        but it was one place  

        And you weren't here. 

Academic Honesty 

 

Your writing should be original.  I’m looking forward to hearing your voice in your writing.  For 

the research paper you may use the words and ideas of others but only in support of your thesis.  

Just as you expect other people to give you credit for your words and ideas, you must give credit 

to others through identifying them in your paper and on a Works Cited or References page.  If you 

quote someone else’s words, use quotation marks and identify the person by name.  If you 

paraphrase someone else’s words, identify the person by name and clearly indicate where the 

paraphrase begins and where it ends.   

 

If you do not give credit when borrowing others’ words and ideas, the penalties can be severe: 

 

 an “F” on the paper 

 an “F” for the course 

 suspension or expulsion from the college 

 

Please contact me when you have a question about how to give others credit.   

 

Cell Phones, Ipods, etc. 

 

Please turn them off before you enter the classroom.  Any of these machines that go off during 

class will be eaten.  Any student found text messaging will meet a similar fate.   

 

Food and Drink 

 

Please consume all food and drink before coming to class.  Bottled water is okay.  

 

Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

 

English 2790 Course Schedule (subject to changes) 

 

Always bring your textbook to class.  Projects are due on the day listed.  Readings are in bold.  

Chapters refer to chapters in The Bedford Guide.  Other readings may be distributed in class.   

Please do the reading for the day listed.  Other assignments will be announced in class—another 

good reason why it’s important to attend class. 
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Class #  Class       Readings & Projects Due 

 

1  Introductions 

  Model Student Paper 

  Sign up for Role Play 

 

2  Round table      Chapter 1 

Research project/paper intro    1 paragraph sentence types 

  Chapter 1 

   

3   Writing Process: Generating Ideas   Chapter 2  

  Chapter 2      Response to Chapter 3 

  “Field Trip”  

 

4  Round table 

  Outlining 

   Formal & Informal 

              

5  On Research Proposals    Chapter 3 

  Chapter 3      Response to Chapter 3  

   

6  Round Table 

  Chapter 3 cont’d: Role Play___________ 

Intro to Thesis 

   

7  Thesis, cont’d.      Research Proposals 

  Share Research Proposals 

 

8  Round Table      Chapter 4 

  Chapter 4: More on Writing Process   Response to Chapter 4 

 

9  Chapter 4 cont’d: Role Play___________ 

Argument types 

 

10  Round Table 

  Research Project: Annotated Bibliography 

  More on argument  

 

11  Chapter 5      Chapter 5 

  Evaluating Sources    Response to Chapter 5 

 

 

12  Round Table 

  Chapter 5 cont’d: Role Play___________ 

 

13  Chapter 6      Chapter 6 
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  Introduction & Hook     Response to Chapter 6 

   

14  Round Table  

  Chapter 6 cont’d: Role Play___________      

 

15  Body Paragraphs     Annotated Bibliography  

 

16  Round Table 

  Conclusions 

 

17  Chapter 7      Chapter 7 

         Response to Chapter 7 

 

18  Round Table 

  Chapter 7 cont’d: Role Play___________ 

 

19  Chapter 8      Chapter 8 

        Response to Chapter 8 

 

20  Round Table 

  Chapter 8 cont’d: Role Play___________ 

 

21        Chapter 9 

  Chapter 9 

 

22  Round Table      Appendix A  

  Tutors Ask 

 

23  

  Tutors Ask cont’d 

 

24  Round Table      Appendix B 

  Tutors Talk 

 

25   

  Tutors Talk cont’d       

 

26  Round Table      Appendix D 

  Outside Tutoring/Editing 

 

27 

 

28  Round Table      Appendix C 

 

 

29  Begin Presentation of Research   Research Paper 
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30  Conclude Presentation of Research   Research Paper 

 

 

    

 

English 2790 Research Essay 

 

Project Requirements: 

 

Proposal 

Annotated Bibliography 

Abstract 

4 pages – academic writing 

2 pages – reflection 

Sources (no more than 5) 

at least 3 secondary/ 1 primary source 

Proper MLA or APA Citation (choose one you are least familiar with) 

 

Project Description: 
 

Throughout the semester you have read and discussed theories and pedagogies concerning 

teaching and supporting the writing process through peer revision and the assistance of a writing 

center. You have spent time in DSU’s writing center, talked with other tutors, and thoughtfully 

considered the tutoring process.  This assignment asks you to reflect on these experiences and 

look further into some facet of the writing center world. 

 

You will choose a research project or essay topic connected in some way to writing center 

practice, peer revision or supporting students in the writing process. You may also propose a 

research or service project that is designed to support and enhance the DSU writing center (e.g., 

organizing a faculty workshop on citation).  

 

You should submit your idea in a one-page academic proposal to be approved by me.  After you 

propose a topic and receive approval you will begin your writing and research. You may use any 

of the class readings, library material, material from the International Writing Center Association 

and the library databases. You must include at least four supporting sources in your final project. 

You will discuss the quality and relevance of these sources in an annotated bibliography. The 

formatting for annotated bibliographies will be discussed in class. 

 

Accompanying your essay will be a two-page reflection. In this reflection please use a strong 

narrative voice to discuss your experience in completing this project, what you learned from your 

research, and how it might benefit other tutors.     

 

 

 


