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English 
 1010 
   SP 2015 

 
Time: T/TH  

10:30-11:45 am 
 

Location:  
MCDON 102 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Required Materials 

• Bullock, Richard et al. The Norton Field Guide to Writing. 3rd Edition.  
• Some printing/copying expenses 
• A two-pocket folder 
• An active DSU email account that you check daily 

  

Instructor: 
Dr. Claire McQuerry 
McQuerry@Dixie.edu 
(435)879-4645 
 
Office:  
HCC 445 
 
Office Hours:  
M/W  
2:00-4:00, 
TH 12:00-1:00, 
and by apt 
 
 

I write entirely to find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see 
and what it means. 
 
--Joan Didion 
 

Introduction to College Writing 

 
This course partially fulfills the General Education English 
requirement and is designed to improve students' abilities to 
read, analyze, and write expository papers. The course 
provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. 
Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style 
guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write 
college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or 
higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.  Prerequisite: 
LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English 
placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or 
higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND 
Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 
(Grade C or higher).  
 
Course Outcomes:  
By the end of this course, students should be able to 

• Idenitfy the purpose/thesis, tone, and methods of 
argument in written texts they encounter. 

• Understand the writing process. 
• Show an awareness of audience and purpose in their 

own writing. 
• Effectively structure and organize their own writing. 
• More effectively evaluate research information. 
• Incorporate source material into their writing. 
• For a full, detailed list of outcomes: 

www.dixie.edu/english/englclasses.php 
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COURSE GUIDELINES 
 
Attendance 
Because writing classes depend upon student attendance and participation (including in-
class writing activities, class discussion, group work, etc.) for the success of the 
individual and the classroom community, this policy is non-negotiable.  You are allowed 
a maximum of 4 absences in this course, after which time your final course grade 
will be reduced by one letter grade for each additional missed class. All absences 
count equally, irrespective of the cause. For guidelines on absences related to college 
functions, see the college’s policies and procedures manual. 
 
Use of Cell Phones, Laptops, iPads, and other such devices is not permitted during 
class time. If you are texting during class, checking email, etc. you have the choice of 
taking an absence of the day or performing a musical number for the class. Such behavior 
is not only a distraction to you; it is also a distraction to me and to the students around 
you. 
 
Late Writing Projects 
You must talk to me before the due date if you would like me to consider extending the 
deadline on an assignment.  This is not a guarantee that I will extend the deadline, but if 
you do not discuss an extension with me before the due date, the assignment will be 
counted late.  A late paper will drop one letter grade for each class period that has passed 
since the due date.  I will not accept papers that are more than two class periods late.   
 
All writing for this class must be written for this class 
Reusing a paper you wrote for another class, or back in high school, constitutes academic 
dishonesty.  
 
Plagiarism 
Whenever you borrow a phrase, sentence, paragraph—or even an idea stated in your own 
words—from any outside source (news writing, magazine, TV show, book) without 
giving credit to that source, you have plagiarized.  Plagiarism is cheating yourself and 
someone else.  The consequences are severe, including failure for the assignment, 
probable failure for the course, disciplinary referral to the Dean, and possible expulsion 
from the University.  Academic integrity is expected of every individual in the 
University. For more information, see 
http://dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.htm#behave 
 
Dmail 
You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university 
information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial 
aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 
deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To 
access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail.  



3 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Writing projects 
All drafts of the writing projects we do in class must be typed and double-spaced.  I will 
not accept a hand-written rough draft for credit.  All rough draft work should be 
submitted with your final draft on the due date. 
 
Conferences and Workshops 
For some of the assigned papers, you will be required to attend a scheduled conference or 
workshop as part of the revision process. Failure to attend will result not only in a loss of 
participation points, but also in one absence on your record, since class is cancelled on 
workshop or conference weeks.     
 
Reading Journals 
Rather than give quizzes to make sure you do the reading for the class, I expect you to 
submit typed journals for this class. When you have a reading assignment, in most cases, 
the syllabus will direct you to write a response. These responses are due at the beginning 
of the class in which the assignment will be discussed. The Reading Journals are a 
significant part of your final grade, so not doing the assignments can affect your final 
grade significantly. The purpose of these journals is twofold:  they will help you prepare 
for class discussion and, perhaps more importantly, help you discover your ideas about 
current topics. Furthermore, by examining other writers’ work, you will learn to 
recognize what makes an argument effective, which should help you improve your 
strategies for writing arguments.   
 
Writing Instructions for the Journals 
Your responses should be at least one typed page, double-spaced unless I give you other 
directions.  When writing your journals, do the following: 
 

1.  Summary:  This section should summarize the writer’s argument/essay.  A 
summary is a brief restatement of the content of a piece of writing.  Summaries 
always focus on the main idea and the major points that support it or explain the 
central idea(s).  Writing summaries allows you to think about what you have read 
and then put in your own words the most important points.  The summary should 
identify the writer, the title of the piece you are summarizing, and the author’s 
thesis or central idea and the supporting claims.  Using your own words in a 
summary will help you remember the work and provide you with a better 
understanding of the text, so avoid quotes and keep to the present tense.   
Summaries never contain your opinions or feelings about the work.  NO 
evaluative words or phrases should appear in the summary paragraph. 
2.  Evaluate How:  The summary should be followed by an evaluation of the  
article.  In this portion, consider each of the following: 

§ What is the major point, or the heart of the essay? 
§ Who is the audience ? 
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§ What is the writer’s purpose? 
§ Is this an argument? What claims does the author make? 
§ What strategies does the author use to appeal to the audience and make 

her/his point effectively? 
3. Response:    After you have evaluated the author’s writing, you can give your 
opinion about the issue.  What do you think about the topic?  Has the writer 
changed your opinion in any way?  If so, how? If this is a personal essay, and not 
an argument, how do you respond to it? 

 
Assignment Breakdown 
Paper 1     Personal Essay (4 pages)………….……….................20% 
Paper 2     Analysis Paper (5 pages)………..………………...…..20% 
Paper 3     Research Paper  (7 pages)…... ……………………….25% 
Paper 4     Self-Assessment and Reflection (2 pages) …………….5% 
Participation in class activities…………………….....…..15% 
Reading journals.................................................................10% 
Grammar Revisions………………………………………..2.5% 
Dixie forum attendance and write-up………………….….2.5% 
 
Grade Scale 

A = 100-94   C = 76-74 
A- = 93-90   C- = 73-70 
B+ = 89-87   D+ = 69-67 
B = 86-84   D = 66-64 
B- = 83-80   D- = 63-60 
C+ = 79-77   F = 59 and below 

 

 
  

This syllabus is tentative and subject to change.  You are responsible for any changes 
announced in class even if you are absent. 
 
**Bring your textbooks and syllabus to every class. 
 
**Assignments due are written in italics.  Homework is written in bold and due on the 
following date on the syllabus. 
 
WEEK 1                                                 
T Jan 13 Syllabus, intro to course.  Why we write.  
 Homework: Read handout “Superman and Me” AND Norton Field 

Guide (NFG) pp. 3-4  
 

The beautiful part of writing is that you don't have to get it right the 
first time, unlike, say, a brain surgeon. - Robert Cormier 
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Th Jan 15 Discuss purpose. Discuss personal essay mode. Writing as thinking. Small  
group work. Discuss journal response guidelines. 
HW: Read “Living with Tourette” AND write first journal response 
(see guidelines in syllabus). Read NFG 5-8. 
 

WEEK 2 
T Jan 20 Journal #1 due to Canvas. 
  Discuss paper 1. Practice idea generation. Discuss audience.  
  HW: Read NFG 367-374. 
   
Th Jan 22 Practice description.  
  HW: Read “The Chase” AND write journal #2. 
 
WEEK 3 
T Jan 27 Journal #2 due to Canvas. 

Conference sign-ups. Discuss persona and anecdote.  
Read “Baba and Daddy Gus” AND write journal #3. 

 
 Th Jan 29 Journal # 3 due to Canvas. 

Discuss reading. Troubleshoot paper. Conferences reminder.  
  Work on drafts for conferences. 

 
WEEK 4 
T Feb 3 CLASS CANCELED FOR CONFERENCES. Rough drafts due at time of 

conference. All conferences held in Dr. McQ’s office (HCC 445). 
 
Th Feb 5 CLASS CANCELED FOR CONFERENCES. Rough drafts due at time of 

conference. All conferences held in Dr. McQ’s office (HCC 445). 
  Work on draft revisions.  
 
WEEK 5 
T Feb 10 Bring paper draft (rough) to class. 

Explain Analysis Paper. Discuss style, eliminating wordiness. Self-editing. 
 
Th Feb 12 Final draft of Personal Essay due. Bring folder with final draft, rough  

draft (with my comments), grading rubric, and assignment guidelines. 
 Explain grammar revision assignments. Grammar lesson and scavenger 

hunt. 
 Read NFG 52-57.  
 
WEEK 6 
T Feb 17 Discuss reading.  
  Read TBA AND write Journal #4.  
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Th Feb 19 Journal #4 due. 
Discuss reading. Possible periodicals visit. 
Read NFG 69-76. Select an ad to analyze. 

 
WEEK 7 
T Feb 24 Discuss reading. In-class work with chosen ads.    
  Read TBA AND write Journal #5. 
 
Th Feb 26 Journal #5 due. 

Review assignment guidelines. Assign workshop groups. 
  Work on drafts of analysis paper AND read student sample paper.  
 
WEEK 8 
T Mar 3 Discuss reading. Discuss Dixie Forum visits. Grammar revisions 

reminder. 
  

Th Mar 6 Rough drafts of analysis due. 
Exchange drafts with group members. Mid-semester reflection. Discuss 
research paper and annotated bibliography. Brainstorm topics. 
Read group members’ drafts AND write a 1-page response to each 
(see guidelines online). 

 
WEEK 9 
SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 10 
T Mar 17 NO REGULAR CLASS MEETING. MEET WITH WORKSHOP 

GROUPS AT SCHEDULED TIMES IN THE CLASSROOM.  
RESPONSES TO DRAFTS DUE AT TIME OF WORKSHOP. 

  
 
Th Mar 19 NO REGULAR CLASS MEETING. MEET WITH WORKSHOP 

GROUPS AT SCHEDULED TIMES IN THE CLASSROOM.  
RESPONSES TO DRAFTS DUE AT TIME OF WORKSHOP. 

 Finish final drafts AND read NFG ###. 
 
Week 11 
T Mar 24 Final drafts of analysis due.  Hand in 2-pocket folder with final draft, 

grading rubric, and rough drafts. 
 Discuss reading and finding sources. Discuss topic selection. 
 Read TBA AND write journal response.  
 
Th Mar 26 Journal #6 due. 
  Narrowing down your topic. In-class pre-write. 
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  Write topic proposal AND finish grammar revision #1. 
 
WEEK 12 
T Mar 31 Grammar Revision #1 due. Topic proposals due to Canvas. 

Library day. Class meets in library. 
Read NFG ###. 
 

Th Apr 2 Discuss audience/purpose of research. Citations and MLA guide.  
Begin Source Evaluation.  
 

WEEK 13 
T Apr 7 Watch documentary.  
 
Th Apr 9  Source evaluations due. 

Grammar topic. 
Draft introductions. Read TBA.  

 
WEEK 14 
T Apr 14 Drafts of introductions due. 
  Discuss structure, synthesizing sources. Finding new sources. 

Read example research paper. Finish grammar revision #2. 
  

Th Apr 16 Grammar Revision #2 due. 
Discuss quote incorporation and plagiarism. Assign peer review groups. 

 Finish Dixie Forum Write-Up. Finish rough drafts. 
 
WEEK 15 
T Apr 21 Dixie Forum Write-ups due to Canvas. Rough drafts of research papers  

distributed to groups. 
Discuss paper issues. Grammar topic. 
Write peer responses. 

   
Th Apr 23 NO CLASS. GROUPS MEET IN CLASS AT ASSIGNED WORKSHOP 

TIMES.  
 
WEEK 16  
T Apr 28 NO CLASS. GROUPS MEET IN CLASS AT ASSIGNED WORKSHOP  

TIMES.  
 
Th Apr 30 READING DAY. NO CLASS.   
 
WEEK 17 
 T May 1 Final research papers due to Dr. McQ’s office. 
  NO CLASS. 
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Th May 7 Final exam period: 9:30-11:30am. In-class final reflection. 
Important dates to remember: 

 
 
University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in detail what needs to 
happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-sponsored activity 
(athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and 
follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
Disability Accommodations: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may 
affect your success in this course, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource 
Center (DRC) located in the northeast corner of the North Plaza building.  The disability will be 
evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. 
Phone: (435) 652-7516. 
 
Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the 
links for each one to get more information. 

 
If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center 
located on the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit 
them online at http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the fourth floor 

Fri, Jan 16 Last day to add classes online 
Thurs, Jan 22 Drop/Audit fee begins ($10 per class) 
Thurs, Jan 22 Residency Application deadline 
Tue, Jan 27 $50 Late registration/payment fee 
Mon, Feb 2 Last day for refund 
Mon, Feb 2 Last day to drop without a “W” grade 
Wed, Feb 4 Classes dropped for nonpayment 
Fri, Feb 6 Last day to add/audit classes 
Fri, Mar 6 Last day to drop individual classes 
Mon, Mar 23 Fall 2015 class schedule available online 
Mon-Thurs Mar 23-26 Summer Registration Opens (seniors, juniors, sophomores, all 

students) 
Wed, Apr 1 Fall 2015 Bachelor’s Degree Graduation Application Deadline 
Fri, Apr 10 Last day for complete withdrawal 
Mon-Thurs, Apr 14-17 Fall Registration Opens (seniors, juniors, sophomores, all students) 
Fri, May 8 Commencement 
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of the Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  Online  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 


