
Eng 2140R: Intro to Creative Writing 
 
Instructor: Claire McQuerry 
Email: McQuerry@Dixie.edu 
Office hours: T/Th 12:00-2:30 and by apt., HCC 445 
Class meeting times: M/W 2:00-3:15 pm, HCC 470 
 
Course Description 
This is a course for all students with an interest in developing expressive skills through 
the writing of poetry, short stories, and creative nonfiction. This course is required for 
English majors pursuing an English education emphasis. Repeatable up to 6 credits, 
subject to graduation restrictions. 
 
It is my hope that students will leave this class not only as stronger writers, but also as 
careful and devoted readers.  To this end, class time will be divided among lectures and 
discussions on issues of craft, the close reading of a wide array of published works, and 
workshops of students’ own poetry, stories, and essays.  The class will be writing 
intensive. Often the writing assignments will focus on the craft issues we are discussing 
in class.  
 

Course Goals: 

 To make writing a common—as opposed to an uncommon—
occurrence so that students won’t have to wait for inspiration in 
order to write. 

 To heighten awareness of and sensitivity to language. 

 To provide the concepts and the vocabulary to constructively and 
confidently read and discuss creative work. Students will understand 
the fundamental aspects of poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction 
and become conscious of these in the practice of their own writing. 
The practice of creative writing techniques will, moreover, enhance 
student abilities to interpret and analyze literary texts.   

 To grow as writers and readers. To learn to spot predictable modes 
or habits of thought and expression and move beyond them toward 
genuine originality. 

 To foster self-motivated writing and reading practices. 
 
Materials and Expenses 

 Textbook: In the Palm of Your Hand. Kowit, Steve. Tillbury House, 2007. 

 A two-pocket folder 

 A notebook 

 A DSU email account that you check daily 

 Photocopying and/or printing expenses 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
PARTICIPATION: This is a participation-based class: you are expected to show up (on 
time!) and to contribute on a regular basis to class discussions. If/when you miss 
class, you are responsible for contacting me or a fellow student to find out about the 
work you missed.  More than four absences may result in failure for the 



course, so please make an effort to be present.  Note: class will be canceled mid-
semester for conferencing. Failure to attend your conference will be counted as absence. 
 
WORKSHOP: In addition to regular reading assignments, you will be given each set of 
poems, stories, or essays for workshop one class period in advance of the workshop date.  
Contributing to discussion will mean keeping up with the reading and reflectively 
responding to the work of your peers. This means that for the poetry portion of this class, 
you will write extensive notes on the poems of your peers. For the fiction and nonfiction 
portions of this class, I will expect you to write a carefully considered, one-page response 
to the submitted work. You will bring one copy of this response for your peer and one 
copy for me. 
 
WRITING: This class is writing intensive. You will have about one writing assignment 
due each week: either a poem, a “weekly,” or a longer prose piece. Failure to turn in a 
writing assignment on the week it was due—regardless of whether you are able to make it 
to class—will negatively affect your participation grade.  

 The weeklies will be page-long writing exercises, due during the off-weeks of our 
prose units. The weeklies are designed 1) to offer practice in a particular element of 
craft and 2) to help you prepare for the longer writing assignments that will be due at 
the end of the units. 

 
BOOK REVIEW: One final requirement for this class will be a 3-page book review in 
which you will respond to a chosen collection of poems, short stories, or essays. Your 
response will consist of an evaluation and craft analysis of the book. I encourage you to 
start preparing for this assignment early, around mid-semester. 
 
Grade Breakdown: Final portfolio 60%, Participation 30%, Book Review 10% 
 
Grade Scale 
A = 100-94/ A- = 93-90/ B+ = 89-87/ B=86-84/ B-= 83-30/ C+=79-77/ C=7674/ C-=73-70/ 
D+=69-67/ D=66-64/ D-=63-60/ F 59 and below.    
 
Saving Your Work 
Please keep all of your writing for this course. Save every assignment, every draft, and every 
comment. At the end of the semester, you will use all of your written work to consider your 
progress and turn in a final portfolio.  
 
Submitting Your Work 
 All written assignments must be submitted in hard copy. 

 All written assignments must be typed. 
 All writing must be your own, original work and must be written for this class. 

Representing the words or ideas of another writer as your own work constitutes academic 
dishonesty and can result in severe penalties (at minimum, a 0 grade for the assignment).  

 
Late Work 
In-class writing exercises and workshops cannot be made up under any circumstances, 
because they are done in class and at assigned meeting times only. Late assignments will not 
be accepted for feedback or participation credit.   
 
Cell phone and laptop use is never allowed during class. Students sending text 
messages during class will have the choice of performing a musical number or taking an 
absence for the day. 



SCHEDULE 
 

WEEK 1                                                 

M Aug 25 Syllabus, intro to course. What is poetry? Poem examples. 6-word 

memoirs. 

 HW: Read Palm pp. 1-6 and handout.  

 

W Aug 27 Advice for writers. Writing exercises. Discuss example poems. Exorcising  

clichés. 

  HW: Read Palm pp. 8- top of 16. Read example poems.  

  Write a poem that captures some moment from the past that  

“shimmers.” The poem should include at least 3 of the following  

words: choke, immense, lawn, swirl, chimney, plum, halved, crumple,  

spoon, pitch. The poem should have between 10 and 15 lines. For now,  

don’t worry much about where you break the lines. We’ll talk about  

that later. 

 

WEEK 2 

M Sep 1 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY. NO CLASS MEETING TODAY. 

 

W Sep 3 Poem 1 due.  

Assign workshop groups (A, B, C, D). Line: a poem’s basic building 

block.  Exercise with line breaks.   

  HW: Read Palm ch 5 (37-44) and example poems in Palm (pp 94-99).  

  Write a poem of 3 stanzas, 5 lines each. The poem should begin with a  

very specific description of a photograph (at least three observations) 

and move from there to describe/explain something we wouldn’t know 

from looking at the photograph. Use three of the following words, 

though you don’t have to use them for their photography-related 

meanings: lens, develop, blow-up, crop, zoom, negative, aperture, 

expose, focus, print. 

 

WEEK 3 

M Sep 8 Discuss abstraction v. the particular image. Writing exercises. Discuss  

figurative language.  

HW: Read Palm ch 8 (64-top of 76). 

 

 W Sep 10 Poem 2 due. Groups C and D read aloud and bring one copy. Groups A  

and B bring 19 copies for workshop.  

Continue with metaphor and simile. Introduce persona poem. Discuss 

poem geographies and workshop structure. 

HW: Read Palm ch 7 (56-61). Read and comment on group A poems. 

Write a persona poem. The poem should include at least two instances 

of figurative language. The poem should make use of at least two 

kinds of sensory details (for instance, sound and touch). 

 

WEEK 4 



M Sep 15 Discuss sound. Workshop group A poems. 

 Read and comment on group B poems. 

 

W Sep 17 Poem 3 due. Groups C and D bring 19 copies for workshop. 

Sound and list poems. Workshop group B poems. 

Read and comment on group C poems. 

  Write a list poem. Try to use sound to move your poem forward. You  

must use rhyme in at least one place in the poem. However, the rhyme 

cannot occur as end-rhyme. 

 

WEEK 5 

M Sep 22 Discuss form. Workshop group C poems. 

Read example poems on handout. Complete practice exercises. 

Comments on group D poems. 

 

W Sep 24 Poem 4 due. Groups A and B bring 19 copies for workshop. 

Workshop group D poems. 

  Write a sonnet:  
1. of 14 lines (informal sonnet with no regular rhyme scheme or meter) 

inspired by a food that has a strong emotional association or memory 

connection for you. 

2. The 5th line of your poem should contain a metaphor 

3. The 8th line of your poem should name a color 

4. The closing couplet should use slant rhyme 

5. The poem should also contain a person's name and 

6. Should name a part of the body.   

 

WEEK 6 

M Sep 29 Discuss revision strategies. Workshop group A poems. 

   

W Oct 1 Poem 5 due. Groups C and D bring 19 copies for workshop. 

Workshop group B poems. Brief intro to fiction/ short story assignment. 

Read TBA story. Read handout about invention. 

Write weekly 1.  

 

WEEK 7 

M Oct 6 Discuss story ideas. Workshop group C poems. 

 

W Oct 8 Weekly 1 due. 

Workshop group D poems. Introduce character/dialog. 

  Read TBA stories and handout on character/dialog. Write weekly 2.  

 

WEEK 8 

M Oct 13 Discuss conflict and example stories.  

 

W Oct 15 Weekly 2 due. 

  MID-TERM CONFERENCES. NO REGULAR CLASS MEETING.  



  Read TBA story. 

  Write weekly 3. Begin drafting short story if you haven’t already.  
 

WEEK 9 

M Oct 20 Discuss scene and plot.   

 Read TBA story. 

 

W Oct 22 Weekly 3 due. 

 Discuss setting and other craft issues. 

 Drafts of short story. Read handouts on personal essay and example 

essay. 

 

Week 10 

M Oct 27 Introduce creative nonfiction and discuss examples. 

 

W Oct 29 Drafts of short stories due for groups A and B. 

Discuss persona and invention/recollection. Assign essay.  

Write weekly 4. Read example essay. 

 

WEEK 11 

M Nov 3 NO CLASS MEETING TODAY. DR. MCQ OUT OF TOWN. 

 Use class time to browse library for book review assignment or work on 

book review assignment. 

 

W Nov 5 Weekly 4 due. Drafts of stories due for groups C and D.  

 Discuss example essays. Discuss situation v. story. Workshop group A 

stories.  

 Read example essay. Write weekly 5. 

 

WEEK 12 

M Nov 17 Discuss structure. Workshop group B stories. 

 

W Nov 19  Weekly 5 due. 

Workshop group C stories. 

Write weekly 6. Read example essay. 

 

WEEK 13 

M Nov 24 Workshop group D stories. 

 Begin drafting essay if you haven’t already. 

  

W Nov 26 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. NO CLASS. 

 

WEEK 14 

M Dec 1 Weekly 6 due. 

Discuss craft issues and writing exercises. Catch-up. 

   



W Dec 3 Groups A and B submit essay drafts. 

 Possible guest skype conversation. 

   

WEEK 15  

M Dec 8 Workshop group A essays. Course evals. 

 

W Dec 10 Workshop group B essays. 

 

WEEK 16 

 W Dec 17 1:30pm-3:30pm final exam period. 

  Submit final portfolios.  

  Workshop group C and D essays. 

 

Important dates to remember 

Aug 30  Last day to add without instructor permission 

Sep 15  Pell Grant census date 

Sep 15  Last day for refund of tuition/fees 

Sep 18  Late registration/payment fee 

Sep 19  Last day to add with signature 

Oct 20  Last day to drop a class 

Nov 14  Last day for complete withdrawal 

Dec 12  Last day of classes 

 

Student support services 

Library library.dixie.edu 

Testing Center  new.dixie.edu/testing 

Writing Center new.dixie.edu/English/dsc_writing_center.php 

Tutoring Center dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 

Disability Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may 

affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability 

Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza Building. The disability will be 

evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 

accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516 M. 

 

 

 


