
English 1010—Introduction to College Writing (Concurrent Enrollment)    Fall 2013  
Instructor:  Rich Mildenhall                      Location:  Hurricane High                     Room:  207                  Phone:  635-3280 

E-mail:  richard.mildenhall@washk12.org                                         Website:  

https://sites.google.com/a/washk12.org/sensei/ 
 

 

I.   Course Description 

 

English 1010 helps students improve their abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers in order to better meet 

communication demands in college, on the job, and in the community.  The class will provide frequent opportunities to read, 

discuss, write, and revise different types of writing.  Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests 

will also be used to help improve writing skills.  This course fulfills part of the college’s General Education English 

requirement.  Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.  The department mission 

statement can be viewed here: http://new.dixie.edu/english/english_courses.php. 

 

Prerequisites.  Previous or concurrent enrollment in LIB 1010, as well as English placement score of at least 19.  Since this 

is a college course with college expectations, students must be self-directed and responsible for their own success.  LIB 1010 

must be completed by early December or you will be dropped from English 1010. 

 

Dixie State English Department Mission Statement.  The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in 

students an appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 

media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition).  As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to 

fulfill the mission of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen 

students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help 

them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

Course Goals.  The course will seek to strengthen the following: 

•A knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation and usage.  

•An understanding of effective stages within the writing process.  

•An understanding of the modes of writing.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes.  Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to write more clearly 

and correctly (in terms of academic rules of effective writing).  

 

Methods of Assessment.  Various methods of assessment will be used to evaluate student achievement, as follows: 

Formative Assessment Methods, to include Preparation Checks, where students will periodically show their completion of 

the stages of the writing process.  

In-Class Writing:  Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to learn about strategies of on-the-spot 

writing, and partly to verify that their out-of-class writing is indeed their own.  

Summative Assessment Methods, by means of essay writing.  Students will write a minimum of 4 essays, totaling at least 

4500 words (about 18 pages).  Two of the essays must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words), one of which must 

be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates at least five academic sources.  No more than one essay will be narrative.  

Value-Added Assessment Method involves course pre/post-tests.  Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test to 

assess the ways in which their learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.  

mailto:richard.mildenhall@washk12.org
https://sites.google.com/a/washk12.org/sensei/
http://new.dixie.edu/english/english_courses.php


 

Essays will emphasize the following six writing principles: 
 

1. Unity:  "A paragraph is supposed to have a central idea, and everything in the paragraph relates to and develops that 

idea. The reader finds no surprises, and every sentence fits with the others" (Maxine Hairston, Successful Writing. 

Norton, 1992). Let your paragraph's evidence--the selected details, the examples--illustrate or clarify the idea 

expressed in your topic sentence.  Make sure you explain the relationship between your evidence and your idea so 

that it is clear to readers.  Think about unity among paragraphs when writing essays. Be sure your paragraphs are 

related, that they fit together and clarify your essay's idea (R. DiYanni, Scribner Handbook for Writers. Allyn & 

Bacon, 2001). 

 

2. Coherence:  Use transitional expressions and other devices to guide readers and show how the parts of a 

composition relate to one other.  "The big parts of [an essay] should stick together, but the small parts need some 

stickum as well. When the big parts fit, we call that good feeling coherence; when sentences connect, we call it 

cohesion" (Roy Peter Clark, Writing Tools: 50 Essential Strategies for Every Writer. Little, Brown, 2006).  

"Cohesion is achieved when writers connect their organized parts with sufficiently clear and numerous signals--like 

the words 'finally,' 'thus,' 'however,'--to make the development of their cases intelligible and to lead the reader safely 

along the emerging lines of their arguments (Wayne C. Booth and Marshall W. Gregory, The Harper & Row 

Rhetoric: Writing as Thinking/Thinking as Writing, 1987). 

 

3. Development:  Add informative and illustrative details to support the main idea in a paragraph or essay.  "What the 

opening of an essay promises, the body of the essay must deliver…. I like to use a body-building metaphor because it 

implies adding not just bulk to a framework, but musculature. In other words, good essay development strengthens, 

not merely fills out…."What is the best way to reinforce the main idea of your essay? You can do some by making 

good use of any combination of the following seven methods of development: 

Statistics Comparison  Classification and Division Example, case-in-point  

Quotation Characterization, dialogue    Narrative 

 

By using these bodybuilding elements, you are telling your readers, 'I don't expect you to take my word for these 

claims; I want you to see for yourself!"  (Fred D. White, LifeWriting: Drawing from Personal Experience to Create 

Features You Can Publish. Quill Driver Books, 2004). 

 

"Although most short papers may employ one primary pattern with other patterns woven throughout, longer papers 

may have two or more primary patterns of development. For example, if you are writing a paper on the causes and 

effects of child abuse in the foster care system, you might, after the causal analysis, shift the primary focus of the 

essay to prevention, thus continuing the essay with a process analysis of what the state might do to prevent child 

abuse. Then you might end the essay by addressing the objections from those defending the system, shifting the focus 

of the essay to argumentation. Your decision to include other primary patterns depends on your purpose and 

audience. (Luis Nazario, Deborah Borchers, and William Lewis, Bridges to Better Writing. Wadsworth, 2010). 

 

4. Organization:  Arrange ideas, incidents, evidence, or details in a perceptible order.  "If you explain to your readers 

where you're taking them, they will follow more willingly; if you lead carefully, step by step, using a good road map, 

they will know where they are and will trust you" (Toby Fulwiler and Alan Hayakawa, The Blair Handbook. Prentice 

Hall, 2003). 

 

"Paragraphs range from tightly structured to loosely structured. Any scheme will do as long as the paragraph seems 

to hold together. Many paragraphs begin with a topic sentence or generalization, followed by a clarifying or limiting 

statement and one or more sentences of explanation or development. Some conclude with a resolution statement. 

Others delay the topic sentence until the end. Others have no topic sentence at all. Each paragraph should be designed 

to achieve its particular purpose (Stephen Wilbers, Keys to Great Writing. Writer's Digest Books, 2000). 

 

 

http://grammar.about.com/od/tz/g/transtermterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/compositionterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/coherenceterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/il/g/illustrerm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/pq/g/paragraphterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/e/g/essayterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/pq/g/quoterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/characterliteratureterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/d/g/dialogueterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/claimterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/ab/g/argumentationterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/ab/g/audiencterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/e/g/evidenceterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/d/g/Detail-term.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/tz/g/topicsenterm.htm
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5. Variety: Vary the length and structure of sentences to avoid monotony and provide appropriate emphasis. "Sentence 

variety is a means by which the writer helps the reader to understand which ideas are most important, which ideas 

support or explain other ideas, etc. Variety of sentence structures is also a part of style and voice" (Douglas E. 

Grudzina and Mary C. Beardsley, Three Simple Truths and Six Essential Traits for Powerful Writing: Book One. 

Prestwick House, 2006). 

 

Recurrence means repeating a basic sentence pattern. Variety means changing the pattern. Paradoxical as it sounds, 

good sentence style must do both.  It is not necessary, or even desirable, to maintain a strict alternation of long and 

short statements. You need only an occasional brief sentence to change the pace of predominately long ones, or a 

long sentence now and then in a passage composed chiefly of short ones. 

 

Monotony especially threatens when sentence after sentence begins the same way (Thomas S. Kane, The New Oxford 

Guide to Writing. Oxford Univ. Press, 1988). 

 

6. Economy:  We like to get the most from our money, and in a similar sense, we should get the most out of every word 

we use.  When we use extra words in order to reach a required essay length, those extra words make writing flabby 

and slow the reader down.  To be economical in writing, then, we must avoid needless repetition of the same words 

and phrases, as well as avoid repeating ideas by simply restating them in different words.  

 

"Clutter is the disease of American writing," says William Zinsser in his classic text On Writing Well. "We are a 

society strangling in unnecessary words, circular constructions, pompous frills, and meaningless jargon." We can 

cure the disease of clutter (at least in our own compositions) by following a simple rule: don't waste words. When 

revising and editing, we should aim to cut out any language that is vague, repetitious, or pretentious (big-sounding).  

In other words, clear out the deadwood, be concise, and get to  

the point! (Richard Nordquist, “Top 5 Tips to Cut the Clutter,” grammar.about.com, 2012). 

 

II.  Objectives.  By the end of the course, you should be able to do the following: 

A. Reading/Thinking  

1.  Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 

2.  Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 

3.  Recognize a writer’s tone or attitude toward subject and audience. 

4.  Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s use of detail in support of the main idea. 

5.  Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

6.  Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

7.  Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 

B. Writing 

1.  Adapt content, structure, tone, and diction to the needs of your audience. 

2.  Use the writing process--planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofing. 

3.  Carefully choose and restrict subject matter to allow creation of a precise central purpose or thesis that 

           controls the content, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

4.  Identify and incorporate strategies for creating effective overall structure, including repeated key words,  

           pronouns, synonyms, transitions, parallelism, and explicit organizational techniques. 

5.  Write well-organized and fully developed paragraphs that work together to create a unified whole    

     through the use of topic sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

6.  Develop ideas that use adequate supporting detail. 

7.  Compose introductory paragraphs that hook the reader, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, 

           make a positive first impression, and set the tone. 

8.  Compose concluding paragraphs that re-emphasize the main point and give a sense of closing. 

http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/senterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/e/g/emphasisterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/styleterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/tz/g/verb.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/developingessays/a/revisecheck.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/correctingerrors/a/editchecklist.htm
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C. Research 

1.  Avoid plagiarism (college’s academic integrity policy: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus. 

2.  Document and cite sources according to MLA and/or APA format. 

3.  Properly introduce quotations and paraphrases. 

4.  Combine paraphrases and quotations within a passage. 

5.  Synthesize research in a balanced manner so that yours is the controlling voice. 

6.  Use quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses; additionally, use indentation for long quotations.  

7.  Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog,   

     subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

8.  Assess information critically, and incorporate it correctly through paraphrase, summary, and quotation 9.   

     Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline as steps in writing a research paper.   

 

D. Mechanics/Usage/Style 

1.  Write clear, correct sentences, paying special attention to comma use, modification, and agreement. 

2.  Master punctuation and mechanics used in standard written English. 

3.  Demonstrate awareness of style, emphasis, and sentence variety. 

4.  Prefer concrete to abstract, active voice to passive, concise to wordy, specific to general, and use strong 

     verbs.    

 

III.  Policies 

 

A.  Attendance 

Participation in workshop/peer response sessions is vital to the course, so absence will naturally affect  

participation points.  The district attendance policy will be in force:   

http://www4.washk12.org/district/district_policy/2000/2900_attendance.htm. 

 

Students who miss four or more times rarely earn higher than a “C.”  If you are absent, find out what you missed on 

or before the day of return. Those who stop attending class are responsible for dropping it before the semester’s drop 

deadline.  This date can be found at www.dixie.edu on the left column under “Quick Links.”   

 

Regardless of absence reason, check the class binder or website immediately for missed hand-outs. 

 

B.  Behavior  

College guidelines permit instructors to dismiss students who interfere with the learning environment in any way.  

Disrespect is the single biggest cause of class disruptions and can take many forms, including ridiculing or belittling 

others, talking during instruction/individual work time; or harassing others in or out of the classroom, electronically 

or otherwise.  Students who engage in disrespectful behavior will be subject to transfer out of the class, in addition to 

other administrative actions that may be taken.  

 

C.  Cheating 

Students caught cheating will not receive credit on the assignment in question or be able to make it up.  A second 

incident will result in complete loss of eligibility for college credit.  Specific examples of cheating include 

“borrowing” papers written primarily by someone else or copying information or paraphrasing someone else’s ideas 

without giving them credit. 

 

Academic Honesty-All standards of academic honesty covered in the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code” in 

the Dixie State Student Catalog will be enforced. Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Academic Honesty Code 

and will be punished accordingly.  The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide defines plagiarism as “an act of  

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
http://www4.washk12.org/district/district_policy/2000/2900_attendance.htm
http://www.dixie.edu/
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willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words [or ideas] of someone else” (6).  We will 

review and discuss proper MLA citation throughout the semester, so students will be responsible for using this 

documentation style properly.  I will check written work for plagiarism, and if found, the penalty will be as follows: 

first offense-F on the paper with no chance to revise or make it up; second offense-F for the course and possible 

college disciplinary action.  

 

D.  Dress Code 

The district dress code will be in force.  Non-compliance will result in a tardy.  For a detailed explanation, please go 

to the following website: http://www2.washk12.org/policy/2000/2200_student_dress_code.htm. 

 

E.  Electronics/Cell Phones 

Cell phones and other electronics need to be silent and invisible unless I have expressed otherwise for a particular 

activity, like calculating grade percentages.  No headsets or ear buds.  Any electronics that I discover will be sent to 

the office for safe keeping.  Privacy policies prohibit the recording or photographing of anyone in a classroom 

without that person’s permission, whether teacher or student.   

 

F.  Food and Drink 

Water in closable water bottles is the only acceptable drink to bring to class; food and candy are distractions and are 

therefore inappropriate.  Students coming to class with these items will be sent back out of the room and be given a 

tardy. 

 

G.  Grading 

Grading will largely follow the standard PowerSchool scale with 73% (C) overall required to pass and move into 

English 2010.  The exception to this scale is that an “A” requires 94% instead of 93%.  Failure to submit one formal 

paper will automatically result in a D+ or lower, as will failure to earn at least 70% on all formal papers.  Quizzes, 

tests (including course pre- and post-tests), preparation, and participation will also contribute to the grade, but the 

major assignments listed below represent between 66-75% of the overall grade calculation.  See the essay rubric in 

section VII for more information on essay grading.   

 

Percent Grade  Percent Grade 

94-100 A  73-76.9 C 

90-93.9  A-  70-72.9  C- 

87-89.9  B+  67-69.9   D+ 

83-86.9 B  63-66.9 D 

80-82.9  B-  60-62.9  D- 

77-79.9   C+  59.9 and below F 

 

         Major Assignments        

Assignment Type Chapter Due Date Repair Deadline** Length Points 

Narrative* 1 27 Aug (day 6) 5 Sep 3-4 pp 100 

Personal Statement* 16 5 Sep (day 9) 11 Sep 1-2 pp 25 

Resume’ 15 11 Sep (day 11) 17 Sep 1 p 25 

Position Paper 10 17 Sep (day 13) 25 Oct 1-2 pp 25 

Evaluation* 4 3 Oct (day 19) 11 Oct 5-6 pp 100 

Cause/Effect or Proposal* 5/6 6 Nov (day 30) 14 Nov 5-6 pp 100 

In-class Essay Final*  11 Dec (day 41) -- 1-2 pp 25 
*Assignments that must earn 70% to be eligible for college credit 

              **Repair Deadline.  Papers with easy-to-avoid problems like wrong formatting or serious grammatical errors will be handed back for repair 

without comment and be docked 10% of the total possible points (basically treating the paper as a late paper).  As long as a repaired paper’s pre-penalty 

http://www2.washk12.org/policy/2000/2200_student_dress_code.htm


score is at least 70%, the paper will be considered as passing for college credit purposes, but the post-penalty grade is the recorded grade.  Students will 

be granted one repair opportunity each half of the year and still be eligible to receive college credit (“C” required to be able to take 2010). 
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For high school purposes, each term will receive its own grade, but the college grade will be the average of just 3
rd

 

and 4
th
 terms.  Course grades of “A” and “B” reflect outstanding work and are considered honor grades.  In the 

college setting, a “C” is average and indicates acceptable work.   

 

H. Late Work and Make-up Work 

Late work refers to assignments turned in after the due date.  Major assignments will be assessed a 10% penalty per 

class meeting late.  Minor assignments (anything not listed in the tables above) that are not ready to turn in at the 

beginning of class will also be late and be penalized 25% per class day late. 

 

In the case of a missed deadline because of excused absence due to unforeseen circumstances, the assignment in 

question may be submitted without penalty on the day of return to class, after which the late penalty policy will come 

into play.  Preparation and participation points cannot be made up.  See Attendance (III) for additional information 

on absences. 

 

IV. Contact 
 

I will be available for consultation on “A” days during lunch or for an hour after school.  E-mail is also an excellent 

way of reaching me. 

 

V. Required Materials 

 

1.  Course text--Ruszkiewicz, John, and Jay Dolmage.  How to Write Anything. 2
nd

 ed.  Boston: Bedford St.  

      Martin’s, 2012.  Print.  BE SURE TO GET THE VERSION WITH READINGS 

2.  Three-ring binder (1”) to be used as a portfolio for course-required essays.  This binder will be reviewed      

      by the Dixie State College Composition Department in the spring. 

3.  Another three-ring binder for day-to-day work.  Section dividers are recommended. 

4.  Flash drive  

5.  Hurricane High email account (___@washk12.org) 

 

VI. Resources 

 

Scholarships:  Check scholarship deadlines now.  Most come due in the spring, but some scholarships have 

deadlines before January.  Checking now may also give you time to beef up your qualifications.  Go to  

http://washk12.org/student-scholarships 

 

Teacher Website:  My website will take you to class hand-outs and links to other useful sites. A quick way 

to get there is to access the school homepage at http://hurricanehigh.org/, then click the FACULTY tab 

and click on WEBSITES, where you will find my name.  Or go here: 

https://sites.google.com/a/hurricanehigh.org/sensei/.  At the website, find the English 1010 link on the 

left.  Also feel free to explore “Helpful English Stuff” on the right. 

 

Writing Center:   provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is in room 421 of the new Holland building.  Call 652-7743 

for more information or go to the writing center website:  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/.  Walk-ins are 

welcome, but appointments are nice. 

http://washk12.org/student-scholarships
http://hurricanehigh.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/hurricanehigh.org/sensei/
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
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Online Writing Lab (OWL):  provides information on a variety of issues related to writing and numerous 

links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, go to http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ or go to the DSC home 

page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

 

College Calendar: For important dates, such as last day to drop classes, get refunds, etc., go to 

www.dixie.edu/reg/calendar.html.     
 

Disability Center:  provides assistance to students with documented physical or mental impairment that 

will substantially limit a major life activity.  The Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing 

your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, reasonable accommodations that are appropriate 

for your disability will be assigned.  If you have any questions concerning this process, please contact the 

Center at 652-7516 or email drc@dixie.edu; it is located in the Student Services Center in the North Plaza 

Building.  More information is available at http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/. 
 

Tutoring Center:  provides help understanding the content of your courses.  It is located in room 431 of the 

new Holland building. There is a schedule of what courses have tutors at what times outside the door. You 

can also visit them online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/. 

 

Computer Center:  provides computer access for all of your school needs.  Go to the Computer Center in 

the Smith Computer Center or the Library basement. 

 

Testing Center:  provides testing services, including make-up testing.  Head to the North Plaza. You can 

get information on their website at http://new.dixie.edu/testing/. 

 

Library:  provides a wealth of all kinds of information and resources. Visit the library on the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 

floors of the new Holland building or go to the library website at http://library.dixie.edu/. 

 

 

  

 

 CRITICAL COLLEGE DEADLINES: 

 

 8/23:    Last day to add college classes 

 9/9:      Last day to drop and keep a “clean” college transcript (no W) 

 10/14:  Last day to drop and prevent an F on transcript (W instead); discontinuing  

                       after this date will result in a permanent F on university transcript 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/calendar.html
mailto:drc@dixie.edu
http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/
http://library.dixie.edu/
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VII.  Essay Format and Evaluation.  All essays will incorporate MLA formatting, as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Be sure to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                Goodstudent 1 
 
 
                      Ima Goodstudent 
 
                      Mr. Einstein 
 
        A.P. Ergonomics 
    
                      February 29, 2020 
 

Assignment Type:  Catchy Title 
 
                     The first page of the essay includes the writer’s last name and page  
            
           number in the upper right hand corner, ½” from the paper’s top edge.  To do this,  
 
           open a blank Word document. Click the Insert tab at the top and choose Page  
 
           Number, then select Top of Page and go down to Plain Number 3, which places  
 
           the page number in the upper right.  Type your last name, and it should  
 
           automatically appear in front of the number.  You can now go to the upper right  
 
           corner and hit Close Header and Footer.   
 
       Return to Home, to Paragraph, and click on the Line Spacing icon.  On the  
 
           drop-down menu, select 2.0 (for double-spacing), and click on Remove Space  
 
           After Paragraph.  The last two items on the drop-down menu should now read  
 
           Add Space….On the left side, type your name, teacher name, class name, and date.   
 
           Now type the title and center it.  Also make sure margins are set at 1” all around  
 
           (the default is often set at 1.25; fix it under Page Layout).   

 
                    To indent a new paragraph, just hit the “Tab” key.  Times New Roman, Calibri, 

           or Arial font is preferred.  Always use 12-point font size and do NOT include a  

           separate title page. 



 

-8- 



GENERAL ESSAY RUBRIC 

Student_______________________   Period___  Due on_______   Submitted on______   Days late:   1   2   3 

5 

IDEAS/EXPLANATIONS (at least 3) are insightful, thorough, convincing, and supported by a variety of compelling 

evidence that appeals primarily to logic.  Explains the main opposing arguments and offers strong rebuttal. Sufficient 

background information and definitions allow a non-expert to understand the main points.  Information appears to be 

accurate.  Author’s position is clear (though it may be nuanced), consistent, and does not contradict itself.  Supporting 

reasons are given and are convincing and evidence-based.  Sources seem balanced and reliable, avoiding inflammatory 

speech and unsubstantiated claims.  Doesn’t bait reader:  “There are many more reasons”(then fails to discuss them). 

ORGANIZATION uses appropriate transitions between and within paragraphs for consistently clear, smooth, and 

logical relationships among ideas. Smooth bridges/transitions connect all sections.  A smooth flow exists between 

ideas/paragraphs every time with no sudden jumps. A fitting story is used to hook the reader and ranges from 10-25% 

of the total length. The conclusion reminds the reader of what is important about the paper by echoing the intro and 

thesis.  The thesis/forecast statement accurately establishes the territory to be covered, and is neither vague nor 

overstated.  The thesis is appropriately qualified (“most,” “usually,” etc.).  Appropriate paragraphing. 

STYLE is a pleasure to read—graceful, uncluttered, rich, and vivid.  Maintains consistent level of formality, neither 

stuffy nor informal (avoids slang, colloquialisms, “you”/“your”).  Uses straightforward language instead of sounding 

like a thesaurus.  No weasel words like “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe.” 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS errors are rare or absent (capitalization, spelling, agreement, consistent tense). When 

telling a story, present tense is typically preferred.  Correct formatting. 

4 

IDEAS/EXPLANATIONS (at least 2) are reasonable, substantial, and supported by relevant evidence that appeals to 

both logic and emotion.  Explains opposing arguments and offers rebuttal. Provides some background information and 

definitions so a non-expert can understand the main points.  Information appears to be accurate.  Author’s position is 

clear (though it may be nuanced), consistent, and does not contradict itself.  Supporting reasons are mostly convincing 

and evidence-based.  Sources seem balanced and reliable, avoiding inflammatory speech and unsubstantiated claims.  

Doesn’t bait reader:  “There are many more reasons”(then fails to discuss them). 

ORGANIZATION is logical and appropriate, and transitions almost always smooth.  Intro and conclusion are suitable 

but not memorable; they match essay content.  Thesis is mostly “there.”  Paragraphing  mostly appropriate. 

STYLE is clear, shows sentence variety, and uses interesting and precise vocabulary.  Nearly always maintains 

consistent level of formality, neither stuffy nor informal (avoids slang, colloquialisms, “you”/“your”).  Uses 

straightforward language instead of sounding like a thesaurus.  No weasel words like “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe.” 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS errors are few (capitalization, spelling, agreement, consistent tense). Correct formatting. 

3 

IDEAS/EXPLANATIONS are mostly understandable and on topic, but evidence is limited and explanations are often 

too simple, obvious, brief, vague, or illogical.  May mention opposing arguments, but rebuttal is weak or absent; may 

ignore key opposing arguments.  Offers some background information and definitions.  Information appears to be 

mostly accurate.  Author’s position is mostly clear, consistent, and does not contradict itself.  Supporting reasons are  

usually convincing and evidence-based.  Sources mostly balanced and reliable, rarely using inflammatory speech and 

unsubstantiated claims.  May bait reader:  “There are many more reasons”(then fails to discuss them). 

ORGANIZATION is simplistic OR idea relationships are sometimes unclear.  Transitions usually smooth.  Intro or 

conclusion is incomplete or unsatisfying, but still match essay content.  Thesis not fully developed or overly broad.  

Paragraphing  is only fair. 

STYLE is functional but sentence variety and vocabulary are limited OR style is lively but wordy. Usually maintains 

consistent level of formality, neither stuffy nor informal (avoids slang, colloquialisms, “you”/“your”).  Usually uses 

straightforward language.  Rarely uses weasel words like “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe.” 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS errors are frequent (capitalization, spelling, agreement, consistent tense).  Format okay. 

2 

IDEAS/EXPLANATIONS are too simple, brief, vague, repetitious, hard to follow, irrelevant, weakly supported, 

and/or inaccurate. 

ORGANIZATION shows some minor skill but has major flaws—e.g., no controlling idea, poor paragraphing, 

redundant sections.  Transitions often missing.  Intro or conclusion is missing or do not match essay content.  Thesis 

unclear or hard to identify.  Erratic paragraphing. 

STYLE has major flaws—e.g., simplistic, wordy, repetitious, monotonous, often unclear.   Inconsistent level of 

formality (slang, colloquialisms, “you”/“your”).  Freely uses weasel words like “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe.” 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS errors exist in almost every sentence and may interfere with meaning. (capitalization, 

spelling, agreement, consistent tense).  Incorrect formatting. 

1 

IDEAS/EXPLANATIONS are absent, irrelevant, unsupported by evidence, or incomprehensible. 

ORGANIZATION lacks paragraphing and is illogical and confusing OR essay is too short to have any organization.  

Transitions are rare or absent.  Intro or conclusion (or both) is missing, and do not match essay content.   

STYLE has such severe flaws that sentences are hard to understand OR essay is too short to judge. Inconsistent level of 

formality (slang, colloquialisms, “you”/“your”).  Uses weasel words like “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe.” 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS errors are pervasive and obstruct meaning OR essay is too short to judge 

grammar/mechanics. (capitalization, spelling, agreement, consistent tense).  Incorrect formatting. 

(adapted from Carol Jago’s Papers, Papers, Papers.  Heinemann:  Portsmouth, NH) 



 

 

  



 

English 1010 Disclosure Acknowledgement 
 

Please read the full course disclosure packet, sign and date below, and return just this page to me by the  

end of the second week of school.  By signing this sheet, you are agreeing to the following statement: 

 

 I understand this is a college course with college expectations, including (but not limited to) faithful  

 attendance, timely submission of properly prepared work, respecting the right of others to learn, and 

 taking great care to avoid plagiarism of any kind.  I also understand that the teacher stands ready to  

 assist, both through email and personal conferencing, and that such help is best sought at least two  

class days before the due date of assignment in question. 

 

Please be advised that we may watch one of the following three movies during the year as well: 

 

--Twelve Angry Men (1957, not rated) 

--Doubt (2008, PG-13) 

--Good Night and Good Luck (2005, PG) 

 

 

 

Student Name (please print)__________________________________ Period______________ 

 

Signature_________________________________________________ Date________________ 

 

 

 

Parent Signature____________________________________________ Date________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to submit them below: 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0918927/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0433383/

