
English 2010, Section 16  Intermediate Writing  Fall 2013 
 

Days/Time:  Tues and Thur, 1:00 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

Location: Room HCC 340 

Prerequisites:  ENGL 1010 and LIB 1010 

Textbook: The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Brief Edition, 6th Edition 

 

Instructor: Stephanie Millett 

Email:  milletts@dixie.edu 

Office:  HCC458 

Office hours: Tuesday 11:00 a.m. to noon, Thursday 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. or by appointment  

 

Course description 

 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write 

academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of 

essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students 

improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in 

the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and 

quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisites: ENGL 1010 

(Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement   

(Department Objectives) 

 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, 

and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts 

and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives)  

 

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both 

the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen 

students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ 

written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, 

articulate, and persuasive essays. 

 

Course learning objectives 

 

General Minimum Writing Requirements 
 Students in this course will:    

□ Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, 

pro-con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 

2010.)  
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□ Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible 

sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-

specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   

□ Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 

page research paper).   

□ Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts 

(such as non-graded first drafts).   

□ Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

□ Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

□ Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

□ Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

□ Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of 

support material. 

□ Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

□ Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual 

paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

□ Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, 

state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

□ Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion 

to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

□ Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

□ Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate 

supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

□ Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 

□ Use concise and precise language. 

□ Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

□ Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

□ Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise 

verbs.   

□ Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and 

necessary. 

□ Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

□ Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

□ Recognize and avoid jargon. 

□ Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

□ Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 
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READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

□ Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

□ Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 

□ Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

□ Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

□ Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

 By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

□ Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

□ Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety 

of electronic databases available for research. 

□ Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

□ Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic 

form, and research paper format. 

□ Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

□ Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

 

Class policies 

 

All students are expected to conduct themselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will 
endeavor to do the same. Disruptive behavior—behavior that inhibits the learning of other students 
or the instructor’s ability to teach—will not be tolerated, and students exhibiting disruptive behavior 
will be asked to leave the classroom. Disruptive behavior includes but is not limited to disturbing 
noise, electronic device use, strong or offensive smells, and aggressive or rude behavior toward fellow 
students or the instructor. Please be considerate of others. 

 

Academic honesty/integrity policy 

 
All standards of academic honesty covered in the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code” in the 

Dixie State Student Catalogue will be enforced. Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Academic 

Honesty Code and will be punished accordingly.  The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide defines 

plagiarism as “an act of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words [or 

ideas] of someone else” (6).   

 

Mobile device Notice 

 
Please do not use electronic devices during class. All phones must be turned off or in silent mode. 

ABSOLUTELY NO TEXTING! Texting during class is disruptive to other students. Students 

observed texting in class will be given one warning. On the second infraction, the student will be 

politely asked to the leave the classroom and may return the next class meeting. A third texting 

instance will require an individual conference with me before returning to class.  
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Class Schedule  
(subject to change at instructor’s discretion) 

Date Discussion Topic Reading/Writing Assignment 

Tues, Aug 20 Introduction/Course Overview/Syllabus Chapter 3, pp 51-58 

 

Thur, Aug 22 Angle of Vision; introduction to logos, 

ethos, and pathos (aristotelian triangle) 

Angle of vision: Argument exercise 

(10 pts)  

 

Tues, Aug 27 Argument exercise; aristotelian triangle Ch 7, pp 153-68; bring three ideas 

for topics to next class 

 

Thur, Aug 29 Introduce first essay: Exploratory Essay  Brainstorm topics; choose topic  

 

Tues, Sept 3 Writing Techniques Ch 13, pp 331-57 

 

Thur, Sept 5 Classic argument; logical fallacies Logical fallacy exercise (10 pts) 

 

Tues, Sept 10 Logical fallacies; grammar review  

(extra credit opportunity) 

Ch 20, pp-536-52 

 

Thur, Sept 12 Evaluating Sources Continue drafting essay (due next 

class) 

 

Tues, Sept 17 Exploratory Essay Due;  

Introduce second essay: Research Essay  

Electronic databases exercise  

(10 pts) 

 

Thur, Sept 19 Electronic databases Ch 8, pp 177-91, 199-200 

 

Tues, Sept 24 Thesis Write two thesis statements  

(10 pts) 

 

Thur, Sept 26 Audience/writer/purpose relationship Handout: The Paramedic Method 

 

Tues, Oct 1 Revision Techniques Revision exercise (10 pts) 

 

Thur, Oct 3 Midterm Review Study for midterm 

 

Tues, Oct 8 Midterm Have a great break! 

 

Thur, Oct 10 No class: Semester Break  

 

Tues, Oct 15 Research Essay Due; 

Introduce third essay: Thesis Essay 

Ch 14, pp 378-93 
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Thur, Oct 17 Supporting a thesis  Prepare outline of thesis essay to 

bring to individual meetings 

 

Tues, Oct 22 Individual meetings (25 pts) Continue research/drafting 

 

Thurs, Oct 24 Individual meetings Continue research/drafting 

 

Tues, Oct 29 Thesis essay rough draft evaluations Research/draft/revise 

 

Thur, Oct 31 Grammar review (extra credit 

opportunity) 

Chapter 4, pp 67-83 

 

Tues, Nov 5 MLA format, document design Revise essay (due next class) 

 

Thur, Nov 7 Thesis Essay Due; 

Introduce fourth essay: Final Essay 

Relax and enjoy the weekend! 

 

Tues, Nov 12 No class: Career Day (I will be available 

for individual consultation.) 

Review Ch 7, pp 164-67 

 

Thurs, Nov 14 Annotated Bibliography Ch 17, pp 451-63 

 

Tues, Nov 19 Organization and structure Ch 17, pp 464-93 

 

Thur, Nov 21 Introductions, conclusions, titles Draft/revise 

 

Tues, Nov 26 Final essay rough draft evaluations  

(25 pts) 

Draft/revise 

 

Thur, Nov 28 No class: Thanksgiving Break Draft/revise 

 

Tues, Dec 3 Final Essay and Annotated Bibliography 

Due    Question/Answer Session 

 

 

Thur, Dec 5 Final Review Study for final 

 

 

Final exam 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

The final exam will not be given early. Please plan accordingly.  
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Grading 

 
ASSIGNMENT/EXAM    POINTS  PERCENTAGE  

 

Writing exercises            50   10 

Unannounced Prep Checks  50    10 

Exploratory Essay   50    10 

Midterm Exam    50    10 

Research Essay   50    10 

Individual Meetings   25       5 

Thesis Essay    50   10 

Final Rough Draft Evaluation  25       5 

Annotated Bibliography  25       5 

Final Essay    75    15 

Final Exam                 50                10 

 

Total Points Possible               500        

 

LETTER GRADE BREAKDOWN BY PERCENTAGE 

 

   A       94-100%  A- 90-93% 

B+ 86-89%  B 83-85%  B- 82-80% 

C+ 76-79%  C 73-75%  C- 72-70% 

D+ 66-69%  D 63-65%  D- 62-50% 

F  =/>60%  

 

Grading criteria 

 

“A” paper: An “A” paper exhibits exemplary critical thinking, organization, and mechanics 

(grammar/punctuation). The student has presented his/her topic and/or thesis in a clear, 

concise, and interesting manner and provides abundant support using a combination of logos, 

ethos, and pathos (learned throughout the semester). The paper is free of excessive errors, 

both format and grammar. All sources are properly cited with both in-text citation and in 

the Works Cited section.  

 

“B” Paper: A “B” paper exhibits essentially the same criteria as an “A” paper, but it lacks in 

either strength of supporting evidence and/or contains format and grammar errors. The 

student provides an overall interesting, well-supported thesis and establishes solid credibility 

throughout the paper. 

 

“C” paper: A “C” paper contains a thesis and supporting evidence, but may lack the 

organization and balance of logos, ethos, and pathos found in either an “A” or “B” paper. 

The student has provided sources in the form of both in-text citations and a Works Cited 

section, but they contain format errors and/or omissions.  
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“D” paper: A “D” paper contains no thesis or a weak thesis and lacks organization and 

supporting evidence. The students has made excessive errors, both format and grammar. The 

paper contains logical fallacies and lacks critical thinking. The student has provided sources 

on the Works Cited page and in-text citation, but these are formatted improperly. 

 

“F” paper: An “F” paper exhibits lack of basic writing concepts including thesis/topic 

development, organization, grammar, supporting evidence, and citation. Any papers 

containing plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, will automatically receive an 

“F” grade (see Plagiarized Papers statement below). An “F” will be assigned for any paper 

not turned in within the specified due dates (clearly marked on the Class Schedule) or within 

the confines of the Late/Missing Assignments policy.  

 

Plagiarized Papers 

 

Whether the plagiarism is deliberate or not, papers containing plagiarism will receive a zero, and 

further action may be taken by the instructor and the college, according to college policy.  Absence 

from class is not an excuse for accidentally plagiarizing in an essay. This information will be 

thoroughly covered.  If you are confused, it is your responsibility to seek help.  Giving others credit 

for their ideas is an ethical responsibility.  

 

Revision opportunity 

 
Revision, I firmly believe, can transform a mediocre paper to amazing. Therefore, students who 

submit papers on time or within the confines of the Late/Missing Assignment Policy will be given the 

opportunity to revise their work based upon instructor feedback and class instruction. After graded 

papers are returned, students will be given one week to revise their papers for a potential additional 5 

to 10 points. Revised papers must exhibit substantial revision. Because of the due date for the final 

paper, the Revision Opportunity will not be available on this paper. However, students are 

encouraged to turn in a draft at least two weeks before the due date and will receive instructor feedback 

and 5 points extra credit. Additionally, feedback and revisions from subsequent papers should 

meaningfully improve the final paper.    

 

Attendance policy 

 
Students are responsible for all information disseminated in class. Although roll will not be taken on a 

daily basis, attendance is requisite to succeed in this course. Unannounced quizzes and in-class extra 

credit opportunities cannot be made up, nor can the midterm or final examinations. Please be in class 

on time. However, if unavoidable circumstances require tardiness, please be respectful to your fellow 

students and enter class quietly and take the first available seat closest to the door. Likewise, if early 

departure from class is necessary, please sit close to the exit and leave class as quietly as possible.  

 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 

deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, 

under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.    
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LATE/MISSING ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Due dates are clearly outlined on the Class Schedule in this syllabus. Assignments are due at the 

beginning of the indicated class meeting. Work turned in after class will be considered late. Late 

assignments will be accepted only on the following class meeting and will be penalized 10 points 

(equivalent to one full grade). No work will be accepted after that time. No exceptions, so please do 

not ask.  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement  

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course, you 

are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza 

Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining 

reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 

 

 Student Support Services  

Library      http://library.dixie.edu  

Testing Center    http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

Writing Center and OWL  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

Tutoring Center   http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 

Important dates 

 

Important dates for the Fall 2013 Semester  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2013 

 

 

 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2013

