
Dixie State College
Intermediate Writing – English 2010

Spring 2013

Instructor  Contact  Information and Course Information

Instructor: Kirsten Nielsen
E-mail: knielsen@dixie.edu (be sure to put your name and “ENGL 2010” in the 

subject line) OR through Canvas messaging (FYI: emails in Canvas 
generally responded to within 24 hrs)

Office hours: Online via chat MW 10:00 – 11:00 (I access Canvas daily, with the 
exception of Sunday, but these are the hours I will for sure be available for 
online chat)

Class Location: Online via Canvas
Course  Prerequisites:

Credit Hours:

English 1010 (with a C grade or higher) & Library 1010 (if you have not 
taken and passed Library 1010 you need to sign up to take it along with 
English 2010!)
3

Required Text

� Birkenstein, Cathy, Russell Durst, and Gerald Graff. They Say/I Say: The Moves That 
Matter in Academic Writing. New York: Norton, 2009. 

� (ISBN: 978-0-393-93174-7)

Technology Requirements
� A Dixie College e-mail account
� An official Dixie College computer username and password (so you can log-on to 

campus computers)
� Canvas access

**In regards to Technical Help: I am not an expert in computer-related problems, but we do have experts 
available at the   Student Help Desk     in the Smith Computer Center in the north-west corner of the computer 
lab. The Help Desk can also be reached at (435) 652-7951 and through email at: helpdesk@dixie.edu        
Email is the preferred method and is easier for techs to check regularly. Please include your full name, 
student ID number, and phone number when contacting the Helpdesk.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Overall English Department Mission Statement 
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an 
appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly 
their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English 
master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how 
to produce focused critical essays. 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition) 
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the 
mission of both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the 
program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical 
thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them better 
formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

Course Description 
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Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to 
analyze and write academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through 
writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library 
research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level 
papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written 
English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source 
material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade 
C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU 

Grading Scale
A 100% to 94%

A- < 
94% to 90%

B+ < 
90% to 87%

B < 
87% to 84%

B- < 
84% to 80%

C+ < 
80% to 77%

C < 
77% to 74%

C- < 
74% to 70%

D+ < 
70% to 67%

D < 
67% to 64%

D- < 
64% to 61%

F < 
61% to 0%

Assignments (listed in more detail + grading rubrics on Canvas)

Community Writing – Part 1, Part 2, & Part 3
Interview
Survey
Persuasive Research Essay
Annotated Bibliography
Persuasive Research Essay Revision
Call to Action Letter
Discussion Forum Participation
Writing responses 
Proctored Midterm & Final Exam

*Assignment grading turnover within 2 weeks

Course Policies

Class Discussion: Each week, you will be required to participate in the discussion forums. You 
will often be required to respond to you peers in the forums. Avoid cheerleading responses (I 
agree!). Instead provide substantive, thoughtful responses to your peers and, if necessary, prompt 
your peers to provide you with the same. You may also be required to submit a reading responses 



and/or complete some other form of writing activity in the forums. These will generally be one-
page double-spaced and due by midnight. In your responses you should avoid summarizing the 
reading’s contents or make vague generalized statements. Keep in mind other course readings 
and our discussions, and try mapping this reading/these ideas with others. Use this assignment as 
an opportunity to work out your own critical reading of the work—contextualizing it with your 
own perspective and experiences and those of others that interest you. 

Protocol for Online Discussions: Write in complete sentences. Do not write in all caps (AS 
THAT MEANS YOU ARE SHOUTING.) Use capital letters to begin sentences. Break responses 
into short paragraph chunks to assist others in reading. Be very polite. Words often sound much 
harsher online than they would in person. NO FLAMING: Students who "flame" (name-calling, 
harassing posts, etc.) others will be banned from the discussion forums and may be dropped from 
the class.

Peer Review Workshops: Each major writing assignment will be accompanied by a Peer 
Review Workshop. The workshop will allow you and several peers (groups will be assigned) to 
read, evaluate and respond to each other’s work. The feedback you receive in these workshops 
will aid you in completing course assignments and objectives. Not being prepared with a draft or 
not fully participating in these workshops will drop your grade on the assignment one full letter 
grade. 

Course Objectives: English 2010 is a reading and writing intensive course that focuses on 
critical thinking and research.  The purpose of this course is to help you improve your writing 
and your attitudes towards it.  In particular, you will practice writing approaches, reading, 
researching, and thinking skills, and strategies that will enable you to write better and more 
persuasive academic prose.

Course Policies Work Submission Guidelines: Rough drafts of major assignments must be 
ready for peer review on the date specified. Keep in mind that rough drafts will count toward the 
total overall grade for the assignment. Final drafts must be ready for submission at time 
designated on the course schedule. Final drafts submitted after their designated time are 
considered late. Late paper grades will be lowered by one letter grade for every day the paper is 
late. All assignments must be submitted in a timely manner to receive a passing grade in the 
class; in other words, any student who does not submit all major assignments will not receive 
a passing grade in the course. Any exceptions to this policy must be arranged with me before 
the assignment deadline. 

I maintain an open revision policy. You may revise a paper as many times as you like within two 
weeks of the paper’s initial due date; only the highest grade will be recorded. In order to submit a 
revision, you must demonstrate that you have done a substantial amount of work on your 
previous draft. In order for you (and I) to ensure you’ve done this work, I require that you 
highlight the changes you have made in your revision since your previous draft (this can be done 
using the Highlight feature in most word processors). Revisions that do not demonstrate this 
requirement will not be considered. Late papers may be revised, but a late paper can only receive 
a maximum possible total points based on maximum points that were possible after the initial 
grade reduction. In order to avoid confusion with this policy, submit assignments on time. 

Specific documents require different designs and layouts. Use what you know about good design 
and readability in producing all our your documents. I expect all assignments to demonstrate 
your ability to produce professional and ethical academic documents. I expect that all 
assignments be properly formatted using MLA formatting and style. 

**A Few Final Notes: If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about 
it—most of your peers probably do as well. Please remember that it is my job to help you 
successfully pass this course. Try to think of me as a guide who will aide you. If at any time you 



have questions or worries about the above requirements, please feel free to talk with me. Again, 
my job is to do everything I can to help you succeed in this class! I'll end with one last tip for 
succeeding in my class, as well as in college: communicate with your instructors. We don't bite! 
When you miss a class, communicate with us so we can help you get back on track. If you don't 
communicate with us when missing class, we often assume you don't care about the course.   

Institutional Policies
• Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures 

Manual:  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 
including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's 
work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College 
may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by:

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,
b. Failing the student in the entire course,
c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or
d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand,  

place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student.
• Disruptive Behavior Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual: 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment 
to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) 
may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 
student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and 
cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. Student Appeals: Students 
who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions 
through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35)

Additional Information:
Library Services: http://library.dixie.edu 
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing 
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring
Writing Center & Online Writing Lab: http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

Disability Statement:   
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability 
that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability 
Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and 
eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-
7516.

Use of your D-mail e-mail account:  
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  This information 
includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, 
sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class 
information, and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically 
assigned a D-mail e-mail account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for 
information sent to your D-mail, so please check it often.  

Additional info: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 

Dixie State College of Utah-English Department Student Learning Outcomes and Means of Assessment for 
Composition 
Student Learning Outcomes
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� Students will gain knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation, usage, and standard documentation (usually 
MLA or APA).

� Students will achieve an understanding of the stages within the writing process.

� Students will achieve an understanding of the modes of writing.

� Students will improve the clarity and correctness of their writing.

� Students will acquire knowledge of ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays. 

� Students will develop an understanding of the importance of critical thinking and reading.

� Students will produce a substantial amount of polished written work by the end of the semester.

Methods of Assessment
Formative Assessment Methods 

Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the writing process through 
multiple drafts. 

Instructor Feedback Students will receive and respond to instructor and peer feedback during the revision process.

In-Class Writing: Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to learn strategies for on-the-spot 
writing, and partly to verify that their out-of-class writing is indeed their own. 

Summative Assessment Methods 
Essays: Students in composition courses will: 
Write a minimum of 8 essays, totaling at least 9,000 words (in ENGL 1010 and ENGL 2010 combined): 

� Two per course must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
� One (in ENGL 1010) must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates sources.
� No more than one (in either ENGL 1010 or ENGL 2010) will be a narrative essay
� One 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (in English 

2010).

Value-Added Assessment Method 
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning has 
increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.


