
Intermediate Writing – English 2010 
Fall 2011 

Instructor Contact Information and Course Information 

Instructor: Kirsten Nielsen 
E-mail: knielsen@dixie.edu (be sure to put your name and “ENGL 2010” in the subject line) 
Phone: (435) 879-4296 
Office: Student Service Center #337 (call first) 
Office hours: MW 9-11 & TR 10:30-12 or by appointment 
  
Writing Center Browning Bldg. Call 652-7743 for hours and more information. 
Browning Library: See DSC website for phone & hours 
  
Class Location/Time: 2010-02/TR 7:30-8:45 & 2010-06/TR 9-10:15, SSC 305  

2010-03/MWF 8-8:50, MCD 102 
Course Prerequisites: 
 
Credit Hours: 

English 1010 (with a C grade or higher) & Library 1010 (if you have not taken and 
passed Library 1010 you need to sign up to take it along with English 2010!) 
3 

 

Requirements 

Required Text 

 Birkenstein, Cathy, Russell Durst, and Gerald Graff. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in 
Academic Writing. New York: Norton, 2009.  

 (ISBN: 978-0-393-93174-7) 

 Additional weekly reading assignments available as handouts or online (on Blackboard)  

Technology Requirements 
 A Dixie College e-mail account 
 An official Dixie College computer username and password (so you can log-on to campus 

computers) 
 Blackboard access 
 A blog site (This course will include a blog portfolio and emphasize writing for a specific audience) 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and 
other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 
department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 
skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, 
and help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive 
essays.  

mailto:knielsen@dixie.edu


Course Description  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write 
academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of 
essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students 
improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the 
use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting 
source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or 
higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

 
Assignments, their values, and due dates 

Below you will find a table outlining the assignments, their values, and their due dates. Assignments must 
be posted on your blog by the due date. Detailed assignment descriptions will be provided for all major 
assignments. (Please fill this out to keep track of your grade.) 

Assignment Value Due Date Your Score 

Community Writing – Part 1 50 Sept. 14  

Community Writing – Part 2 50 Sept. 19  

Community Writing – Part 3 100 Oct. 3  

Interview 50 Oct. 10  

Survey 50 Oct. 19  

Persuasive Research Essay*** 100 Nov. 11  

Annotated Bibliography*** 100 Nov. 11  

Persuasive Research Essay Revision 100 Dec. 2  

Call to Action Letter*** 100 Dec. 7  

Attendance/participation in class 100 Ongoing  

Homework/reading responses  100 Ongoing  

Departmental Post-Test & Final Exam 100 Dec. 12-16  

Total 1000   

   ***These assignments will NOT be submitted through your blog (I’ll explain later) 
 
Course Policies 

Work Submission Guidelines 
Rough drafts of major assignments must be ready for peer review on the date specified. Keep in mind that 
rough drafts will count toward the total overall grade for the assignment. Final drafts must be ready for 
submission at time designated on the course schedule. Final drafts submitted after their designated time 
will be considered late. Late paper grades will be lowered by one letter grade for every day the paper is 
late. All assignments must be submitted in a timely manner to receive a passing grade in the class; in other 
words, any student who does not submit all major assignments will not receive a passing grade in 
the course. Any exceptions to this policy must be arranged with me before the assignment deadline. If you 
want feedback on your draft at any point please email me a copy and ask me to make comments. I’m 
happy to do it for anyone who wants it. (This includes final drafts.) 



 

I maintain an open revision policy. You may revise a paper as many times as you like within two weeks of 
the paper’s initial due date; only the highest grade will be recorded. In order to submit a revision, you must 
demonstrate that you have done a substantial amount of work on your previous draft. In order for you 
(and I) to ensure you’ve done this work, I require that you highlight the changes you have made in your 
revision since your previous draft (this can be done using the Highlight feature in most word processors). 
You must also turn in the original scoring standard. Revisions that do not demonstrate these requirements 
will not be considered. 

Late papers may be revised, but a late paper can only receive a maximum possible total points based on 
maximum points that were possible after the initial grade reduction. In order to avoid confusion with this 
policy, submit assignments on time. 

Specific documents require different designs and layouts. All assignments must be properly formatted. 

Class Discussion: 
In order to promote on-going conversation about the required readings and issues raised by the class, you 
are required to participate weekly in a variety of ways. Each week you will be asked to read from the 
textbook, online articles, and/or other media on Blackboard and to respond to these selections in a reading 
response. In addition, you will review your peers’ assignments in peer review workshops and discuss 
issues related to the development of your papers. 

Your reading responses will take three forms: 
1.) Initial reading responses: After you complete your reading assignments you will typically be 

required to compose a 1-page (double -paced) response to the week’s assigned topic and 
readings. In your initial response, avoid summarizing the reading’s contents. Keep in mind 
previous course readings and assignments, our discussions in class, and your own experience 
then try mapping these ideas with the reading. Use the assignment as an opportunity to work out 
your own critical reading of the work—contextualizing it with your own perspective and experiences 
and those of others that interest you. 

More specifically, in your comments, you might answer the following questions: 
 What, in particular, do you consider the critical insight of the reading selections? Why? 
 What questions does this reading raise or leave unanswered? Why? 
 How does the critical insight offered in the reading connect to your own workplace or 

educational writing experiences?  

2.) Response to Peer Initial Responses (Small Group): In class you share you initial responses and 
respond in a small class discussion. Avoid cheerleading responses (I agree!). Instead provide 
substantive, thoughtful responses to your peers and, if necessary, prompt your peers to provide 
you with the same. 

3.) Whole Class Discussion:  After your small group discussion, you will then choose a 
spokesperson to represent the responses and ideas generated to the rest of the class. 

Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility of an instructor to help ensure a good learning climate for 
all students. This means not talking when the teacher is talking, following instructions, and speaking and 
acting respectfully to the professor and fellow students. If your behavior is disruptive, I will first let you know 
verbally that you are behaving inappropriately. If it continues, I will send you written notice that your 
behavior must change. As a last resort, I will drop you from the class. For more details, please see the 
disruptive behavior policy at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html 



Peer Review Workshops:  
Each major writing assignment will be accompanied by a Peer Review Workshop. The workshop will allow 
you and several peers (groups will be assigned) to read, evaluate and respond to each other’s work. The 
feedback you receive in these workshops will aid you in completing course assignments and objectives. If 
you miss a workshop and do not make it up you will lose points on your final draft. 
 
Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 
permanent marking of your college file.  What is plagiarism? Using someone else’s ideas or words without 
giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use that person’s ideas).  Be sure to make it 
clear when you are quoting or paraphrasing and ALWAYS include in-text citations. If you are ever unsure 
about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my attention while you 
are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  
Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   
 
A Few Final Notes 
If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers probably do 
as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you successfully pass this course.  Try to think of 
me as a guide who is here to help.  If at any time you have questions or worries about the above 
requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you succeed 
in this class!    
 
I'll end with one last tip for succeeding in my class, as well as in college: communicate with your instructors.  
We don't bite!  When you miss a class, communicate with us so we can help you get back on track.  If you 
don't communicate with us when missing class, we often assume you don't care about the course.  

 
Additional Information: 
Writing Center:  

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-
7743 for hours and more information. 

 

Online Writing Lab:  
 You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to  writing, 
and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   
 
Disability Statement:    

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of that 
disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations. The Center Coordinator and staff can 
also assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services. Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable 
academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor 
from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact 
the Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation process.  The center is located in 
the Student Services Center, Edith Whitehead Building, Room #201, or you may call for an appointment 
and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516.  

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


Use of your D-mail e-mail account:   
Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  This information 
includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, 
sometimes your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class information, 
and they will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail 
e-mail account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” 
for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your D-mail, so please check 
it often.   

College approved absences:  
Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from class 
because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc). 
Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully! The policy can be found at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 

If you stop attending class:   
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  
This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the 
heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.    

 
 
Dixie State College of Utah-English Department Student Learning Outcomes and Means of Assessment for Composition  
Student Learning Outcomes 

 Students will gain knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation, usage, and standard documentation (usually MLA or APA). 

 Students will achieve an understanding of the stages within the writing process. 

 Students will achieve an understanding of the modes of writing. 

 Students will improve the clarity and correctness of their writing. 

 Students will acquire knowledge of ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays.  

 Students will develop an understanding of the importance of critical thinking and reading. 

 Students will produce a substantial amount of polished written work by the end of the semester. 

Methods of Assessment 
Formative Assessment Methods  

Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the writing process through multiple drafts.  
 

Instructor Feedback Students will receive and respond to instructor and peer feedback during the revision process. 
 

In-Class Writing: Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to learn strategies for on-the-spot writing, and 
partly to verify that their out-of-class writing is indeed their own.  

 
Summative Assessment Methods  

Essays: Students in composition courses will:  
Write a minimum of 8 essays, totaling at least 9,000 words (in ENGL 1010 and ENGL 2010 combined):  

 Two per course must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words).  

 One (in ENGL 1010) must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates sources. 

 No more than one (in either ENGL 1010 or ENGL 2010) will be a narrative essay 

 One 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (in English 2010). 
 
Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning has increased 
during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test. 


