
  

English 1010-16 (3 credits) Fall 2009 

  MWF 10:00 am to 10:50 am Udvar-Hazy Business 218 
  

 

 

 Instructor:     Olga Pilkington   

Office:      224 McDonald Center      

Office Phone:     652-7809   

 

Office Hours:     Mon. Wed. Fri.: 11:00 – 11:50 p.m. and by appointment. 

         

E-mail:     
   When you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 1010.  If you don’t, my junk-mail rules may automatically delete 

your e-mail before I get a chance to see it.   

 

Class Location:  
Course Prerequisite:   Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 0990 or 0991   

Corequisites:  If you have not already taken – and passed – Library 1010, you need to sign up for it  

   and take it along with this English course.   

Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below testing cntr), 652-7743, Hours: TBA   

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services. We will have 

three visits to the library as a class during this course. However, you are strongly encouraged to do more research on 

your own time.  

 

 

What will you need for this course?   

- The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing (8
th
 edition) by Rise B. Axelrod and Charles R. Cooper 

- An  e-mail account   

- Note book 

- Flash drive 

 

What will this course be like? 

 This course will be part discussion, part lecture, and of course there will be writing. There will be 5 writing 

assignments throughout the course. Two of them will be in-class writings, and the remaining three you will complete on your 

own. For a more detailed explanation of writing assignments see Writing Assignments section.  

The main goal of the course will be to make you comfortable with writing, to demonstrate to you that writing well is 

not a unique talent but a skill that anyone can master, and to show you ways to express your ideas and thoughts clearly and 

with ease. I hope that by the end of the course you will become more confident and more satisfied with your own writing.  

During the semester, we will meet in the classroom and in the Browning Library. I planned three library visits. All 

of them will come closer to end of the semester when you will be working on your research papers. During your third library 

visit, you will have an opportunity to use the library’s computer lab to write your research papers. I will be in the library with 

you during all the visits and will be available for questions concerning your research papers and the use of sources. However, 

if you will have questions about location of a specific item or about the various library databases, you should ask for help 

from a librarian. 

In class, we will discuss writing techniques and how to apply them to our everyday writing needs, we will do some 

practice exercises to help you better understand writing mechanics, and we will engage in pre- and post-writing activities 

which will include analyses of your works.  

 

 

Writing Assignments 

 

1. Self-recommendation essay. This will be a 500 word essay describing your strengths and abilities in a certain field. 

You may have to write such an essay when applying for a new job or a scholarship, requesting a grant for a research 

project, or applying for graduate school. (50 points) 
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2. One-source essay. This essay will be one of your in-class writings. You will have to read an article (handed out in class) 

and write your opinion of the issue discussed. I will expect to see direct quotations, paraphrases, and summaries in your 

essays. You may agree or disagree with the article’s presentation of the issue. I will not judge your essays based on your 

point of view. I am hoping to see well written and well argued essays that refer to the article.  (100 points) 

3. 150 word essay. This short essay will be a part of your midterm exam. You will write it in class on the same day as you 

complete your midterm exam. Most likely, it will be a narrative essay in which you describe a book you read recently, a 

movie you like, or a class you took at Dixie College.  

4. Compare and contrast essay is a five page writing assignment that you will complete out of class. We will decide on 

the topic (or topics) together as a class. (100 points) 

5. Research paper proposal and annotated bibliography is a research essay write-up that should include your research 

topic, a thesis statement, a description of materials and sources you plan to use for the paper.  

(50 points). 

  

Each of your paragraph annotations (or entries) should do the following:   

 

1. State the source's main thesis/point/goal/conclusion. 

2. State details that are new and/or interesting to you. 

3. Clearly articulate the source's relationship to your own paper.   

In what specific ways might you utilize the source?   

Under what sections or headings?   How might the source impact your readers?   

       4.  Consider including key quotes (optional)   

 

If your source is a Web page or Interview:  

5. Explain why you believe the source is valid.  If an interview, include your interview questions.      

 

If your source is a self-conducted survey:   

6.  Explain why your research methods were good and objective.  Include the survey.    

 

 

 

6. Research paper is a five-page essay. This is an essay where you will have a chance to apply the knowledge you have 

learned throughout the semester. I expect your papers to be properly punctuated, well structured, and clearly written. 

Remember to cite all the sources that you use; NO PLAGIARISM!!!  

 We will spend time in class discussing this assignment in more detail. (200 points) 

 

Midterm Exam 

Your midterm exam will be in a form of a multiple-choice test with an additional 150 word essay (for the description of the 

essay see Writing Assignments section). There will be twenty-five multiple-choice questions each worth two points (50 

points total). The essay will be worth 50 points as well. The multiple-choice questions will cover punctuation and essay 

mechanics such as described in your weekly schedule. We will do several similar tests before you take the actual midterm 

exam. There will be no make up test, so make sure you attend the class on the day of the midterm. You will take the midterm 

in the testing center. The exam will be worth 200 points.  

 

Final Exam  

Our final exam is scheduled for December16, 9:30 am to 11:30 am. This will be the final due date for the research papers. 

You will also take the departmental post-test on this day. Attendance is mandatory.  

 

Departmental Pre- and Post-tests 

These are tests that measure your knowledge of the course material. You will take one in the beginning of the semester and 

one at the end. The first test will not affect your grade in any way; the post-test, however, will give you a chance to earn 12 

point of extra credit if you answer all the questions correctly. Everyone who takes the post-test will receive extra credit points 

equal to their test score (12 points maximum).  
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All written assignments (expect the in-class essays) should be completed in Microsoft word or something similar, 

saved on you computer, copied and pasted in the body of an e-mail, and e-mailed to dscenglish1010@yahoo.com . If 

after pasting your essay you notice that some of the formatting is lost, write a note at the end of the e-mail. PLEASE 

NO ATTACHMENTS.  

 

 

 

 

Late Assignments 

I will try to give you enough time to turn in each assignment, and I expect you all to be on schedule with your writings. 

While I do not like late assignments, I understand that emergencies can happen. If you will be turning in your assignment 

later than the due date, please e-mail me on the due date to let me know when your essay will arrive. I reserve the right to 

penalize late assignments. Final drafts submitted up to three days late can be reduced by a full letter grade.  Each three-day 

period after that results in another letter reduction. 

 

Attendance   
I will not grade based on your attendance. However, if you miss more than half of the classes, you will fail the class. There is 

no make up work for a missed class. If you have to miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out from your more 

responsible classmates what we did on that day and what assignments are due. I will not respond to any e-mails or phone 

calls with such questions.    

 

 

 

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent marking 

of your college file.   

 

What is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use that 

person’s ideas).   

               It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

          OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my attention while 

you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to 

stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   

 

A note on the teacher sharing/quoting your writing:  

 Occasionally I will use student papers as teaching models (without names).  If for any reason you do not want me to 

anonymously quote or distribute your writing for educational purposes, please write me a quick note.  You may also notify 
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me by e-mail.  (Be sure to keep a copy of the note for your records.)  If you decide to send me such a note, I will honor and 

respect that decision; your grade will not be affected.     

 

If You Stop Attending Class:    

 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  

    ~   ~   ~ 
Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     Or, maybe 

you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a disability or impairment 

that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these issues, please go to the following DSC 

web site:     http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus       

At this site, you will receive important, helpful information that can help you in all of your classes.   

   ~   ~   ~ 

If at any point in the semester you have questions or concerns about the class, do not hesitate to contact me. The easiest 

way to reach me is by e-mail, but you can also stop by during the office hour or leave a phone message. Once again, an e-

mail will be the fastest way to get an answer from me, since I am not on campus all day, and will check my phone messages 

only once a day.  

Grading: 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 

 

95-100  = A 

90-94    = A- 

86-89    = B+ 

83-85    = B 

80-82    = B- 

76-79    = C+ 
 

70-72    = C- 

66-69    = D+ 

63-65    = D 

60-62    = D- 

0-59 = F 

 

Statement about accommodations for disabilities: 
Students eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of 

accommodation to their professors from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 

classes. Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations. Please contact the 

Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation process. It is located in the Student Services Center 

Room #201, or call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-

7516. 

 

 

 

H1N1 Flu Information and Precautions 
 

In keeping with CDC recommendations, Dixie State students, staff, and faculty who are experiencing flu like symptoms should consult a 

healthcare provider and avoid unnecessary contact until the symptoms have passed. Dixie State College officials will continue to consult 

with SUPHD and state health departments and take necessary steps as more information becomes available. 

We follow the CDC protocol which is to instruct the employee or student: 

 

 “Stay home if you are sick for 7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been symptom-free for 24 hours, whichever is longer. 

This is to keep from infecting others and spreading the virus further.” (From CDC H1N1 web site.)  If the employee or student chooses to 

go to the doctor and bring a doctor’s statement that he or she is not infected with H1N1, the employee or student could return as soon as 

he or she is symptom free, if that occurs within the 7 day period.” 
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The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your cough and washing 

your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can 

be used to treat and prevent the flu. Here are some other steps” 

 
1. Avoid close contact. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting 

sick, too. 

 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your illness. 

 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. 

 

4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 

 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose 

or mouth. 

 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 

 

 

 

 

Rebelmail 

 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account. This information includes your DSC 

bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other 

information critical to you success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students are automatically assigned a Rebelmail email 

account. If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Rebelmail,” for complete 

instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often.  

 

 

 

Introduction to College Writing—English 1010 (3 credits)                Olga A. Pilkington – Fall 2009 

  

Course Schedule 

Week           Assignment Description                   Due Date  

       

Week 1  Intro to the course; punctuation review;  

(Aug 24-28)   departmental Pre-Test.   

 

Week 2  essay mechanics (avoiding wordy sentences, appropriate words, quotation marks,                          

                    apostrophes, dealing with titles) 

(Aug 31-Sept 4) 

 

Week 3  Essay organization and structure (thesis statement, paragraphing,   

                       supporting your point of view). Essay mechanics. 

(Sept 8- 11) 

 

Week 4  Writing a self-recommendation essay (purpose, audience, length). First draft due Friday, Sept. 18. 

                     E-mail the essay to . Essay mechanics. 

http://www.dixie.edu/
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 (Sept 14-18) 

 

Week 5        Working with sources (avoiding plagiarism); midterm exam practice. Essay mechanics. 

(Sept. 21-25)      

 

Week 6       Working with sources (summary, paraphrase); In- class writing--one-source essay (article);                  

                       midterm exam practice. Start turning in second drafts of self-recommendation essay. Essay mechanics.  

 

(Sept.28-Oct 2.)  

 

 

Week 7   Working with sources (quoting); midterm exam practice. Begin work on Compare and contrast essay. Topic 

discussion. Pre-writing.  

                     Midterm Exam Friday, Oct. 9
th

.  

                      Friday, Oct. 9
th
 is the last day to turn in second drafts of self-recommendation essay. 

(Oct. 5-9)  

 

Week 8 Compare and contrast essay. Essay mechanics.  First draft of compare and contrast essay due Friday, Oct. 14. 

(Oct. 12,14 )           

 

Week 9  

(Oct.19-23)    Continue working on compare and contrast essay. First draft feedback. Final draft due Friday, Oct.  

 23. Introduction to writing a research paper; bibliographical citations; annotated bibliography. Library      

         visit. Begin writing research paper proposal and annotated bibliography.  

 

 

 

Week 10   Library visit. Essay mechanics and structure review. Thesis statement due Friday, Oct.30
th

.  

 

(Oct. 26-30)         

 

Week 11 Library visit; continue working on research paper proposal and annotated bibliography. 

(Nov 2- 6)         

 

Week 12     Research paper proposal and annotated bibliography are due. Begin writing research paper.  

(Nov 9-13)         

 

Week 13     Continue working on research paper; working with sources review.  

(Nov 16-20) 

 

Week 14 Instructor answers question about research paper. In-class analysis of the first two pages of the research paper. 

(Nov 23)     



  

 

Page 7 of 12 

 

Week 15  . Research paper is due. 

(Nov.30-Dec. 4) 

Week 16   

(Dec 7-11) Final Exams  

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:     

Labor Day (no classes) . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  Monday, Sept.7 

Last Day to Drop or Audit any class . ...Monday, October 19 

Semester Break (no classes) ………….  Thurs-Fri, Oct. 15,16  

Career Day (only night classes meet)…….Tuesday, Nov. 17  

Thanksgiving…………… . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed-Fri, Nov. 25-27 

Final Exams…………………………….: Mon-Fri, Dec. 14-18 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 

2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 

3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  

       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   

   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of material. 

   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, transitions, 

parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 

   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole.   

   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key terms, 

synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, 

make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 

   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 

   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  and problems with 

subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   

  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   

  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 

3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   

4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 

b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

c. Use of long quotations. 

d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, subject-

specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in writing a 

research paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned   
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by the number of possible points (up to that moment in the semester).   

 

 
 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.
 

 

Assignment:            Points Possible:     Points Earned: 

 

Self-recommendation essay        50      

 

             

    

One-source essay                         100 

  

 

 

Midterm Exam          200             (multiply your grade points by two)  

 

Compare and Contrast essay     100 

 

Research paper proposal  

and annotated bibliography       50 

 

Research Paper                           200                (multiply your grade points by two) 

 

 

Departmental Post-Test        12  (Extra Credit)                                     

  _____   

 

  

 

        Your Semester Total (out of 700) :  _____ 

   

 

 


