
  

English 2010-22   (3 credits) Fall 2011 
MCD 103 

                             Monday and Wednesday from 3 pm to 4:15 pm 

 

  
 

 Instructor:     Olga Pilkington   

Office:      224 McDonald Center      

Office Phone:     652-7809   

 

Office Hours:     Monday 4:20 pm to 5 pm 

                                       Wednesday 4: 20 pm to 5 pm 

                                       Friday 11:20 am to noon 

                                       And by appointment 

         

E-mail:                         dscenglish1010@yahoo.com  

 

  

Course Prerequisite:    A passing grade in English 1010   

Corequisites:  If you have not already taken – and passed – Library 1010, you need to sign up for it  

   and take it along with this English course.   

Writing Center: Browning Building. tel. 652-7743. Chelsi Sutton—Writing Center Director 

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services.  

 

 

What will you need for this course?   

- Writing Today by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine 

- Word Processor (you can download free one at www.openoffice.org) 

- Power point viewer 

What will this course be like? 

This course will focus on helping you improve your writing skills. You will review essay mechanics, learn several pre-

writing strategies, practice composing various types of essays, and eventually write a 10 page research paper. In this class 

you will consult your textbook and handouts, watch power point presentations, listen to lectures, complete quizzes, 

participate in discussions, submit various writing assignments, and ultimately improve your writing skills.  

  

 

Writing Assignments (each assignment will be explained in detail during the week that it is due or earlier) 

 

1. Reader analysis essay. 500 words essay that will focus on describing a potential audience for your writing (50 points). 

2. Blog analysis. 500 words essay in which you will analyze a blog of your choice (50 points). 

3. Review. This three-page essay should review a book, a movie, a music album, or another work of art of your choice. 

You will have 3 hours. This essay will be your midterm exam/in-class writing (100 points).  

4. Annotated bibliography. A six source minimum annotated bibliography to help you jump start your research (100 

points). 

5.  Research paper. Ten-page research essay. You will have to use outside sources to support and develop your thesis. 

This is an essay where you will have a chance to apply the knowledge you have gained throughout the semester. I expect 

your papers to be properly punctuated, well structured, and clearly written. Remember to cite all the sources that you 

use; NO PLAGIARISM!!! (200 points). 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Page 2 of 12 

Final Exam  

We will decide together (as a class) the shape and form of your final exam. The final exam for this class will take place on 

Monday, Dec. 12
th
 from 3pm to 5 pm.  

 

Departmental Pre- and Post-tests 

These are tests that measure your knowledge of the course material. You will take one in the beginning of the semester and 

one at the end. The first test will not affect your grade in any way; the post-test, however, will give you a chance to earn 12 

point of extra credit if you answer all the questions correctly. Everyone who takes the post-test will receive extra credit 

points.  

 

 

Late Assignments 

I will try to give you enough time to turn in each assignment, and I expect you all to be on schedule with your writings. 

While I do not like late assignments, I understand that emergencies can happen. If you will be turning in your assignment 

later than the due date, please e-mail me on the due date to let me know when your essay will arrive. I reserve the right to 

penalize late assignments. Final drafts submitted up to three days late can be reduced by a full letter grade.  Each three-day 

period after that results in another letter reduction. 

 

Attendance  

Needless to say, attendance is important. You will not pass the class if you don’t come to class. I will NOT accept all of your 

assignments at once at the end of the semester. 

If you decide you have trouble managing your time, e-mail me, and we can work out a schedule.  

 
Disruptive Behavior 

Behavior that interferes with the learning of other students will not be tolerated. The Dixie State College Policies and 

Procedures Manual, Section 3-34, states:  “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom 

environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove 

disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may 

dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from his or her course.” 

Students who are asked to leave class should do so quietly and without confrontation. They will be expected to schedule a 

meeting with the instructor before being allowed to attend class again. If students start a disturbance, the instructor will call 

Campus Security to have the students removed from campus. Students are not allowed to interfere with the learning of 

others.  

Cell phones are a serious distraction to everyone in the class, including the instructor. It is inappropriate to make or receive 

phone calls, to text message, or to check messages once a student enters a classroom, especially during scheduled class 

time. Students should remember to turn off their phones before entering the classroom (especially if their class is in the 

Tutoring Center). If students must leave their cell phones on for any reason, they should set them to vibrate or disable the 

ringer. If a student’s cell phone disturbs the class, the students will be asked to leave class and consult with the instructor 

about being readmitted to class. If a student is caught looking at a cell phone or other electronic device or texting during 

class, the instructor will assume the student is cheating, and the student will forfeit any points for that day and may be asked 

to leave class. 
 

 

 

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent marking 

of your college file.   

 

What is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use that 

person’s ideas).   
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               It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

          OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my attention while 

you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to 

stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   

 

A note on the teacher sharing/quoting your writing:  

 Occasionally I will use student papers as teaching models (without names).  If for any reason you do not want me to 

anonymously quote or distribute your writing for educational purposes, please write me a quick note.  You may also notify 

me by e-mail.  (Be sure to keep a copy of the note for your records.)  If you decide to send me such a note, I will honor and 

respect that decision; your grade will not be affected.     

 

If You Stop Attending Class:    

 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  

    ~   ~   ~ 
Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)? Or, maybe 

you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a disability or 

impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these issues, please go to the 

following DSC web site:     http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/index.php?page=Syllabus       

At this site, you will receive important, helpful information that can help you in all of your classes.   

   ~   ~   ~ 

If at any point in the semester you have questions or concerns about the class, do not hesitate to contact me. The easiest 

way to reach me is by e-mail, but you can also leave a phone message. Once again, an e-mail will be the fastest way to get an 

answer from me.  

 

Grading: 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 

 

95-100  = A 

90-94    = A- 

86-89    = B+ 

83-85    = B 

80-82    = B- 

76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 

70-72    = C- 

66-69    = D+ 

63-65    = D 

60-62    = D- 

0-59 = F 
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English 2010  (3 credits)                Olga A. Pilkington – Fall 2011 
  

Course Schedule (This may change if I decide we need to add or eliminate an assignment or spend more time on some 

material. Make sure you attend the class to keep up with the assignments and requirements) 

Week           Assignment Description          

Week 1  (Aug. 22—Aug 26)  Introduction. Pre-test. Substantive writing. Plagiarism. Pre-test.  

 

 

Week 2 (Aug. 29—Sept. 2)  Punctuation/Grammar review. Students prepare presentations. Smith comp. center?  

 

Week 3  (Sept. 6—Sept.9)  Punctuation/Grammar review. Review presentations. Class discussion: best presentation. 

 

Week 4 (Sept. 12—Sept.16)  Prewriting: reader analysis (p.22-31). Exercise 1 (Try This Out section) p. 32. First draft due 

Sept. 16. Second draft due as soon as you receive my feedback, but no later than Oct. 10.  

 

Week 5 (Sept. 19—Sept.23)  Exploratory writing: blogging. Logical fallacies (p432-432). Choose a blog. Follow it. Analyze 

it. Blog Analysis due Sept. 26.           

Week 6   (Sept. 26—Sept. 30)  Chapter 16. Writing styles. 

 

Week 7   (Oct. 3—Oct.7)  Revising and editing (p. 373-387). Edit a paper. Discuss your changes in the class discussion.  

Oct. 10—last day to submit second draft of reader analysis.   Prepare for midterm essay. 

 

Week 8  (Oct. 10—Oct 12)  Introduction and Conclusion (p. 398). Review page 410. Read articles. Select the best 

introduction and conclusion.   Prepare for midterm essay.   

 

Week 9 (Oct. 17—Oct 21)  Practice midterm essay. Midterm Exam: review of a book, movie, music album, or any other 

work of art.  

October 13-Oct 16 Semester Break 

 

Week 10  (Oct. 24—Oct. 28)  Starting research (p. 450-458). Plagiarism review/class discussion. Topic and thesis 

statement due Oct. 31.  Library visit.   

 

Week 11 (Oct. 31—Nov. 4) Works Cited (p.498—508). Read articles. Look at examples. Library visit.   

 

Week 12  (Nov. 7—Nov.11) Annotated bibliography (p.472-474). Due Nov. 11. Library visit. 

 

Week 13  (Nov. 14—Nov. 18) Parenthetical citations (p.492-497). Read articles look and examples. Parenthetical citations 

and Works Cited.   First two pages of the research paper are due. Library Visit.  

 

Week 14   (Nov. 21—Nov. 22) Using sources (p. 478-488).  

 

   

 

Week 15  (Nov. 28—Dec. 2). Framing quotations. Summary and Paraphrase. Exercises. Plagiarism review—again.   
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Week 16   (Dec. 5—Dec 9). Research paper due Dec. 5.  

 
Week 17 (Dec. 12—Dec. 16). Final. Post-test.  

 

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:  Refer to the academic calendar posted on the web.  

   

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2011 

 

  

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

1) Departmental Course Description & Objectives:   
 
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic 
papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays.  Other 
activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of 
advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, 
in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing 
the work of others.  Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).  
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 
Students in this course will:    

 
 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or 

cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 2010.)  
 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, 
and/or Utah’s catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page 
research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-
graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  
 
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 

organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 
 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2011
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 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support 
material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 
synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and 
the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 
thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an end, 
and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, 

and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 
 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   
 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of electronic 

databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and 

research paper format. 
 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

 
 
2) Writing Center:  
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 The Dixie State College Writing Center is located on the first floor of the Browning  Learning 
Resource Center. Our services are free to DSC students, and our mission is to   help you become a 
better writer by approaching your assignments as a process of  invention, writing, and revision. For 
information, contact  Chelsi Sutton, Writing Center  Director.  Office: BRN 112A  Phone: (435) 652-7868  
Email:  sutton@dixie.edu  
 
3) Online Writing Lab:  

 
 While face-to-face sessions are most effective, we also offer an Online Writing Lab  (OWL), which can 
be  accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an  attachment to this site; tutors review 
the  paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If  you use this service, allow a few days for your paper to be 
 reviewed. For example, if a  paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until Thursday night to submit 
the  paper  to the Writing Center.  
 
4) Disability Statement:   

  
If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting reasonable 
academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to 
your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. 
Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the 
documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. 

You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Our office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid and Career 
Center building. 

 
5) Use of your D-mail e-mail account:   

 
You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college information will be sent 
to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, 
reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your 
courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from 
the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to 
student services" (upper right corner). 

 
6) If you stop attending class:   

 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  
This deadline date can be found at http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar  Click on the given semester’s 
class schedule.    

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:sutton@dixie.edu
mailto:owl@dixie.edu
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
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