
 

English 1010  

Introduction to Writing (3 Credits) 
 

Fall Semester 2012 

Section 19 TR 10:30-11:45  HCC 477 

Section 32 TR 2:30-3:45      HCC 340 

 
Instructor: 
Email: 
Office: 

Phone: 
Office Hours: 

Derk Olthof 
dolthof@dixie.edu 
HCC 457 
879-4416 
Tuesday 9:00-10:00 A.M., 1:00-2:00 P.M., or by appointment 

 

Required Texts and materials 

How to Write Anything 2nd Ed. John Ruszkiewicz and Jay Dolmage ISBN# 9780312674892 

Marble Composition Notebook (not a spiral-bound notebook) 

 

Course Catalog Description:  Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Designed to 

improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write 

and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests 

may also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or 

higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.  Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND 

English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, 

Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher). 

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement (Department Objectives) 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for 

the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. 

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives) 
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of 

both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to 

strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It aslo seeks to 

increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 

focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

 
Final Exam Schedule 

Section 19: Tuesday December 11, 9:30-11:30 A.M. in HCC 477 

Section 32: Thursday December 13, 2:00-4:00 P.M. in HCC 340 

 
 General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a 

sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC 

Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, 

and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   



 

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on 

early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:  If you suspect or are aware that you have a 

disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability 

Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible 

students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 

 
Academic Honesty: This class is set up to give students the greatest chance possible at not only 
passing the class but also at making the most excellent grade they can.  Please do not abuse my 
trust by turning in work that is not your own.  Plagiarism is cheating and will be treated 
seriously.   
 
Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you take someone else’s work and 
pass it off as your own.  Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing another person’s ideas without 
giving credit through proper citation and borrowing another writer’s language without giving 
credit through quotation marks or block indentation” (624).   
 
We will cover “proper citation” strategies during the course of the semester.  Simply remember 
that if you did not come up with the information from personal experiences, then readers need to 
know where the information comes from.  Further, reading on the Internet does not count as 
personal experience.  Information from the Internet must be properly cited.  All researched 
information must be properly cited for this class using either MLA or APA style citation. 
 
For citation information, check in your textbook, access the Dixie State College Research Paper 
Guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, or reference the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers 6

th
 ed by Joseph Gibaldi. 

 
The Dixie State Policies and Procedures Manual (DSPP) can be found at this link:  
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html and sets the standards for academic conduct, for 
sanctions, and for appeals.    
 
Students who cheat or deliberately plagiarize in this class will be given a zero for the 
assignment in question, or if the problem continues, failed for the class.  Students can check 
the policies and procedures manual to appeal an instructor’s decisions on these matters. 
 
General Class Policies:  Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I 
will endeavor to do the same.  Disruptive students (students whose behavior makes it difficult to 
conduct class) asked to leave the class will be counted as absent for that entire class period. 
 
When I say please be polite and professional, that includes not eating in class. No one wants to 
listen to someone else chew or smell another person’s food.  Please do not text in class either.  
There is no point in being in class if you are not going to participate, and I find the clicking (and, 
often, chuckling) a distraction.  No unauthorized computer use during class time.  If you bring in 
a drink, please make sure it has a cap and that you take your trash away with you. 
 

Reading/Thinking Objectives 

Students are expected to learn to do the following: 

• Identify the writer's purpose/thesis.  

• Understand the writer's organization and structure.  

• Recognize the writer's tone, i.e., the author's attitude toward subject and audience.  

• Assess the writer's presentation of detail in support of main idea.  

• Analyze the writer's possible underlying assumptions and biases.  

• Recognize and avoid logical fallacies in reasoning.  
 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html


 
Writing Objectives 

• Understand the importance of correctly assessing the relationship of writers to their audiences 

and purposes and then use this information to determine content, structure, tone, and diction.  

• Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, 

brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.  

• Recognize the importance of carefully choosing and restricting the subject and creating a 

precise central purpose or thesis, which will control the content, arrangement, and presentation of 

material.  

• Use strategies for creating coherence, organization, and structure in individual paragraphs and 

in the paper as a whole. These strategies should include the use of repeated key words, pronouns, 

synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure.  

• Construct useful outlines.  

• Compose introductory paragraphs which get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a 

plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.  

• Compose concluding paragraphs which re-emphasize the main point and give a sense of 

closing.  
 

Research Objectives 

Students will be able to assess research information critically and be able to appropriately 

incorporate such data into their papers. To achieve this end, students will know the following:  

• When to use paraphrases, summaries, and quotations.  

• How to avoid plagiarism.  

• When and how to use the following methods of incorporation:  

–Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.  

–Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.  

–Use of long quotations.  

–Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

–Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.  

 
Mechanics and Usage Objectives 

By the end of English 1010, students will be able to: (1) recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, 

faulty modifiers, subject/verb and pronoun agreement problems, (2) demonstrate mastery of 

conventional punctuation and mechanics used in standard written English, (3) demonstrate a 

reasonable awareness of style, emphasis, and sentence variety. (Common mechanical errors will 

be reviewed early in the semester.) Papers with such mechanical errors will receive lowered 

grades, especially later in the semester.  

 
Tardiness, Absences, and Late Work 

Students must arrive to class on time and remain for the entire period. Arriving late or leaving early 

is disruptive, and the instructor reserves the right to adjust your grade if you do not adhere to this 

policy. If you are going to miss class, find out—in advance of your absence, if possible—what 

assignments you will miss and make arrangements to turn in work that is due.  You are allowed three 

absences, no questions asked.  Each additional absence will result in a reduction that will turn an A to an 

A-, a B- to a C+, and so forth. Students should expect to complete their work according to the 

assignment schedule. I do not accept late work. Also note, exams may not be taken early, and no 

make-up exams will be given. No make-ups are permitted for in-class activities.  

NOTE: See the college “Attendance” policy (5-23) for information on other issues related to 

attendance, including absences from class for college-approved activities. Go to www.dixie.edu > 

Faculty & Staff > Human Resources > Policies & Procedures > Student  

 
Writing Journals: You will be required to write at least 2 hours every week (1 hour by hand and 1 hour 

typed). Typically, I will provide you with prompts to guide the nature of your entries.  Each handwritten 



 
entry should be two to three pages in length. These journal entries are informal writing assignments, so 

I’m less concerned with surface features of your writing (mechanics, grammar, and spelling) than I am 

with the thoughtfulness and completeness of your entries.  We will also complete a number of in-class 

writing assignments that can count towards your journal entry time.  In most cases, you will receive full 

credit by merely completing these assignments. Whenever possible, use these entries as a springboard for 

our main writing assignments. 

 

Grading  

Overall Course Grade: Grades of A and B reflect outstanding work overall: they are honor grades.  

A grade of C is average and indicates that you have completed the requirements acceptably. Lower 

grades indicate a failure to meet minimum requirements.  Grading Scale: 95-100=A; 90-94=A-; 88-

89=B+; 85-87=B; 80-84=B-; 78-79=C+; 75-77=C; 70-74=C-68-69=D+; 65-67=D; 60-64=D-; 59 and 

below=F.   

 
Letter grades on essays will be assigned according to the following criteria: 
 
“A” Paper/Portfolio 
Perhaps the principle characteristic of the “A” paper is its rich content.  Some people describe 
that content as “meaty,” others as “dense,” still others as “packed.”  The information delivered is 
such that one feels significantly taught by the author, sentence after sentence, paragraph after 
paragraph.  The “A” paper is also marked by stylistic finesse: the title and opening paragraph are 
engaging; the transitions are artful; the phrasing is tight, fresh, and highly specific.  The “A” 
paper, because of its careful organization and development, imparts a feeling of wholeness and 
unusual clarity.  Sources will be well documented.  Student presents the paper professionally and 
in proper MLA format. 
 
“B” Paper/Portfolio 
This paper is significantly more than competent.  Besides being almost free of mechanical errors, 
the “B” paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity and interest-
value.  Its specific points are logically ordered, well developed, and unified around a clear 
organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper.  The opening paragraph draws the reader 
in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and thematically related to the opening.  The 
transitions between the paragraphs are for the most part smooth; the sentence structures are 
pleasingly varied.  The diction of the “B” paper is typically much more concise and precise than 
that found in the “C” paper.  Occasionally, this diction even shows finesse and memorability.  
Work is presented professionally, and MLA format is followed. 
 
“C” Paper/Portfolio 
This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, and is 
reasonably well-organized and developed.  The actual information it delivers, however, seems 
thin and commonplace.  One reason for that impression is that the ideas are typically cast in the 
form of vague generalizations that prompt the confused reader to ask marginally: “In every 
case?”  “Exactly how large?” “Why?”  “But how many?”  Stylistically, the “C” paper has other 
shortcomings as well: the opening paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph 
offers only a perfunctory wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the 
sentences, besides being a bit choppy, tend to follow predictable (hence monotonous) subject-
verb-object patterns; and the diction is marred by repetitions, redundancy, and imprecision.  
Sources are documented in MLA format but are presented in a stylistically uncertain manner.  
The “C” paper, then, while it gets the job done, lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor.   
 
“D” Papers/Portfolios 
Papers that reflect a less than average level of effort or accomplishment.  The papers do not respond well 
to the particular assignment, have numerous mechanical errors, and are poorly organized.  Writing seems 
perfunctory–not well thought out.  Sentences do not progress in a logical order or do not follow accepted 
sentence structures.  Student relies heavily upon clichès, slang, double-talk, or jargon.  Student did not 
follow conventions of punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  Paragraphs are not well developed.  Ideas are 
not well supported.  Student has not documented sources properly. MLA or APA use may be ineffective, 
inconsistent, or simply incorrect. 



 
 
“F” Papers/Portfolios:  Papers may demonstrate no understanding of the concepts.  Papers may not be 
well-documented and may inadvertently plagiarize.  Papers may not differentiate between information 
from the source and the writer’s own ideas.  Papers may not meet minimum requirements regarding page 
length, word count, number of sources, types of sources.  Papers may be incoherent, to the point where 
readers cannot get a good idea regarding the overall argument or main idea.  Papers may not follow 
directions.  The grammar/mechanical errors may be such that the paper is basically unreadable.   
 
0-Plagiarized papers, whether the plagiarism is deliberate or not, will receive a zero and further 
action may be taken by the instructor and the college, according to college policy.  Absence from 
class is not an excuse for accidentally plagiarizing in an essay. This information will be thoroughly 
covered.  If you are confused, it is your responsibility to seek help.  Giving others credit for their ideas is 
an ethical responsibility. 

 

The following items will comprise the final grade: 

  
Argument Essay 
Rhetorical Analysis 
Research Essay 

150 
200 
200 

Writing Journals 150 
Quizzes/Assignments 
Midterm 

100 

100 

Final Exam (in class essay) 100 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Tentative Weekly Class Schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  
Specific homework instructions will be given each class meeting and take precedence over this 
schedule.  Please email me if you miss class, and I will update you as to class activities.  Please 
bring the textbook to every class meeting! 
 

  

 

 

        

 

28 August 

Diagnostic essay due 

Read chapter 3 How to Write Anything (HTWA) 

 

30 August 

HTWA: Chapters 21-22 (pg 365-78)  

Canvas Food Readings: “Omnivore’s Dilemma,” “On the Range,” “Organic Food,” 

“Pleasure of Eating,” “Wholefoods”  

 

 

4 Sept 

HTWA: Chapters 25-34 (pgs 390-428) 

Canvas: “Carnivore’s Dilemma,” “Food in USA,” “Food is Good,” “Food Rules,” “Meat 

and Potatoes” 

 

 

6 Sept 

HTWA: Chapters 35-39 (pgs 432-63) 

Three hard copies of 3-5 page peer review essay due 

 

11 Sept 

 

 

13 Sept 

 

 

18 Sept 

 

 

20 Sept 

 

 

25 Sept 

Section 2: 

Rhetorical 

Analysis  

Assignment 

5 due 

    

 

27 Sept 

Peer review 

prep due 

Assignment 

6 due 

    

 

2 October 

Peer review 

draft RA due 

     

 

4 October 

Assignment 

7 due 

     

 

9 October 

Mid-term 

Journals due 

     

 

11 October 

Semester 

break 

     



 

 

16 October 

 

Teacher draft 

RA due 

     

 

18 October 

Assignment 

8 due 

     

 

23 October 

      

 

25 October 

Final RA due      

 

30 October 

Section 3: 

Research 

Essay 

     

 

1 November 

Assignment 

9 due 

     

 

6 November 

Peer review 

prep due 

     

 

8 November 

Peer review 

RE due 

     

 

13 Nov 

Career day 

No class 

     

 

15 Nov 

Assignment 

10 due 

     

 

20 Nov 

Teacher draft 

RE due 

     

 

22 Nov 

No Class 

Thanksgiving 

     

 

27 Nov 

      

 

29 Nov 

      

 

4 Dec 

Final RE due      

 

6 Dec 

Last day of 

class 

See Syllabus 

for day of 

final exam 

    

 

 


