
English 1010: Introduction to College Writing
Spring 2012, Sections 42/43, CRN 23714/23715

Instructor: Mr. Wesley D. Pack
Class Location: online
Class Time: online
Office Location: online
Office Hours: 8:30pm–10:30pm M–F (or by appointment)
Office Phone: 907-790-8678 or 801-722-4592
Email: wpack@dixie.edu 

 
Course description
This course is required of  all students and partially fulfills the General Education English requirement. It is 
designed to improve students’ abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. The course provides 
opportunities to write and revise a number of  essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a 
style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful 
completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.

The course has three prerequisites:
• LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently)
• English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if  ENGL 0995 

required, Grade C or higher)
• Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher)

Those who pass the course earn three (3) credits.

What you will need for this course
• Internet access: Frequently checked Canvas and dmail accounts; an official Dixie College computer 

username and password.
• Textbook: Ruszkiewicz, John J., and Jay Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with  

Readings. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010. ISBN: 0312668309; ISBN-13: 9780312668303
• A good dictionary.

• As a Dixie student, you have access through the library’s website to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, which is a very, very good dictionary.

• If  for some reason you’re having difficulty accessing the OED, you might try Princeton’s 
WordNet or Wikimedia’s Wiktionary.

• You could also use Google’s define feature by typing define:x in a Google search bar, where 
x is the word you want to look up.

• I would, however, discourage the use of  a thesaurus until you’re more advanced as a writer.
• Desire: You never accomplish anything in life without first wanting it.



How I will determine your grade
Discussions 120 points
Narrative Paper 40 points
Persuasive Paper 40 points
Analytical Paper 50 points
Research Paper 50 points
Quizzes 20 points
Final Exam                         40 points  
Total 360 points

                                

A 336–360 points
A- 324–335 points
B+ 312–323 points
B 300–311 points
B- 288–299 points
C+ 276–287 points
C 264–275 points
C- 252–263 points
D+ 240–251 points
D 228–239 points
D- 216–227 points
F 0–215 points

 

Note that this might be fewer points than you’re used to having in a course. I used to grade on a 2000-
point scale, but I found that gave me more precision than was really necessary.

As with any course, be mathematically savvy. A one-point assignment in a 2000-point course has less than 
one-fifth the importance that a one-point assignment has in this course. Losing 12 points is all you need to 
drop a noticeable step in your grade, for example, from a B+ to a B — which affects your GPA. Losing 36 
points (less than the value of  a single paper or the final exam) will drop you a full letter grade. Don’t blow 
off  assignments, no matter how small they seem, unless you want a lesser grade.

Late assignments
Don’t be late. Start early. Finish your work. Move on with your life.

You won’t get any points for late discussions. It’s hard to have a conversation with someone who came to 
the table after you left. Imagine going on a date with someone to the seven o’clock movie but they were 
running late and so caught the nine o’clock movie instead: do they score any points with you for showing 
up to the next movie instead of  the one you were at? Not good points. If  you want to have a conversation, 
you have to have it on time.

If  needed, I will consider the possibility of  taking quizzes late on a case-by-case basis.

Turning in components of  your papers late might be possible for reduced credit:
• Topic selections, outlines, and other pre-drafting exercises can be submitted late with one point 

deducted for every week (full or partial) that has passed since the due date.
• Turning in rough drafts late can be done with a ten-percent reduction if  no peer reviews have been 

submitted; once peer reviews begin to be submitted, you can earn half-credit for rough drafts 
submitted up to one day before the deadline for peer reviews. Rough drafts submitted after 
11:59pm on Thursday, March 29th will receive no credit.

• Late final drafts will receive a five-point deduction for each day (full or partial) that has passed since 
the due date. So late final drafts submitted by the end of  Monday, April 23rd will receive a five-
point deduction; drafts submitted after then but before the end of  the 24th will receive a ten-point 
deduction; after that but before the end of  the 25th earns a fifteen-point deduction; after that earns 
a twenty-point deduction (note that final drafts are worth 20 points).



I am not permitted to allow you to take the final exam late.

Please note that I might vary from some of  these limitations (only in your favor) if  very unusual 
circumstances prevent you from timely submission of  your work or if  you make arrangements with me for 
late submission before the missed due date.

Important college policies
Please read all the following policies:

• Academic Dishonesty  
• Disability Accommodation  
• Sexual Harassment  
• English 1010 Mission Statement  
• Attendance (including addressing absences due to college-related functions)  
• Important Dates  
• Other important information   (this will also let you see whether my syllabus is up to par)

Useful resources
Please be aware of  the following useful resources:

• The Online Writing Lab (OWL)  
• The Writing Center  
• The Val A. Browning Library  

◦ The library’s Article Databases for doing research
• The Testing Center  
• The Tutoring Center  
• The English Department Webpage  

How to get important announcements from me
I have found that it’s a lot tougher to talk to all my students at once in an online course than it is in a face-
to-face course. That gets really frustrating for me as teacher, because it hinders my ability to do my job.

From time to time I will want to tell you all things. I will do so by making an Announcement. Please pay 
attention to all Announcements throughout the entire semester.

In exchange for your willingness to do this, I will only make announcements when I have something 
important to say to everyone. If  I have something important to say to a few people, I’ll tell them some 
other way. If  I have something unimportant to say, I’ll say it some other way.

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://dixie.edu/english/index.php
http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
http://library.dixie.edu/article/index.html
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%201010.pdf
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/330.html
https://learn-dixie.uen.org/courses/83356/wiki/accommodating-students-with-disabilities


Course Schedule
Date Day Details
Jan 13 Fri Discussion Week 1 

Quiz: Course Introduction 
Jan 20 Fri Discussion Week 2 
Jan 27 Fri Analytical Paper: Text Selection 

Discussion Week 3 
Narrative Paper: Topic 
Persuasive Paper: Topic 
Research Paper: Topic 

Feb 3 Fri Discussion Week 4 
Research Paper: Preliminary Sources 

Feb 10 Fri Analytical Paper: Analysis Exercise 
Discussion Week 5 

Feb 17 Fri Analytical Paper: Topic 
Discussion Week 6 
Research Paper: Annotated Bibliography 

Feb 24 Fri Analytical Paper: Outline 
Discussion Week 7 
Narrative Paper: Outline 
Persuasive Paper: Outline 
Research Paper: Outline 

Mar 2 Fri Discussion Week 8 
Mar 9 Fri Analytical Paper: Rough Draft 

Discussion Week 9 
Narrative Paper: Rough Draft 
Persuasive Paper: Rough Draft 
Research Paper: Rough Draft 

Mar 23 Fri Discussion Week 10 
Mar 30 Fri Analytical Paper: Peer Reviews 

Discussion Week 11 
Narrative Paper: Peer Reviews 
Persuasive Paper: Peer Reviews 
Research Paper: Peer Reviews 

Apr 6 Fri Discussion Week 12 



Apr 13 Fri Discussion Week 13 
Apr 20 Fri Analytical Paper: Final Draft 

Discussion Week 14 
Narrative Paper: Final Draft 
Persuasive Paper: Final Draft 
Research Paper: Final Draft 

Apr 26 Thu Discussion Final Participation 
Discussion Mastery 
Discussion Week 15 


