
English 2010: Intermediate College Writing
Section 17 CRN 41881

Fall 2012
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Wesley D. Pack Office Location: HCC 457, Cubicle E
Email: wpack@dixie.edu Office Hours: M 13:00–14:50
Office Phone: 879-4416 W 11–11:50; 13:00–13:50
Class Location: HCC 469 F  10–11:50
Class Time: MWF 12:00–12:50 (or by appointment)

Getting help from your instructor
I love helping students who take the initiative to get extra help whenever necessary. Please remember that this is your 
education, and you know better than I do when you are feeling lost and confused. 

Please feel free to drop by unannounced during the office hours posted above to discuss your writing. If  I am with another 
student, tell me you’re waiting so I know to get to you as quickly as possible. If  I’m with someone who’s not a student, kindly 
remind me that you fund my paycheck and that you have priority over all non-students during those hours.

If  you can’t see me during those hours, just set an appointment with me for another time.

You may also email me regarding questions or problems. I check email every weekday. Please don’t send entire assignments by 
email, however. 

You can generally reach me by phone during my office hours. Because I share my office with other composition instructors, 
it’s possible that I won’t be the one to answer the phone. Just ask for me by name and you should be able to get through to me. 
Outside my office hours, your chances of  reaching me at my office phone decline considerably. Don’t plan on leaving a 
voicemail if  you don’t reach me—send an email instead.

Finally, please make sure to ask questions well before the assignment is due so that the answers actually help you rather than 
coming too late to do any good.

Course description
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, 
including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of  essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, 
library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of  advanced-level papers. Successful students 
will demonstrate competence in the use of  standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing 
and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of  others. Prerequisites: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); 
AND LIB 1010. Those who pass the course earn three (3) credits.

English Department mission statement
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of  language and 
literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English 
master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.

Composition Emphasis mission statement
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of  both the department and the 
overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and 
critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 
focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.
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General minimum writing requirements
Students in this course will:

• Write 3 short papers (at least 2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause-
effect. 

• Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of  credible sources (from such 
places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).  

• Produce an annotated bibliography of  at least 6 sources (in preparation for the 10-12 page research paper).  
• Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first 

drafts).  
• Write a total of  at least 18 essay pages over the course of  the semester (4500 words)

Course objectives

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of  English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose.
2. Understand the writer’s organizational strategies.
3. Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience.
4. Assess the writer’s presentation of  detail in support of  the main idea.
5. Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.

WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of  English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Assess the relationship of  writers to audience and purpose.
2. Understand the value of  undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, 

drafting, revising, and proofreading.
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of  material.
4. Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of  support material.
5. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of  repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, 

topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure.
6. Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as 

a whole.
7. Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the thesis, suggest a 

plan of  development, and set the tone.
8. Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of  techniques that bring the discussion to an end, and when 

necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.  
9. Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order.
10. Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting detail, and are 

joined by appropriate transitions.
11. Understand the value and process of  collaboration in the writing process.
12. Use concise and precise language.
13. Write essays with correct usage and punctuation.
14. Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise expression.
15. Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.  
16. Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary.
17. Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety. 
18. Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities.
19. Recognize and avoid jargon.
20. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic.
21. Recognize and avoid all forms of  plagiarism. 
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RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of  English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.  
2. Demonstrate competent use of  the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of  electronic databases 

available for research.
3. Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material.
4. Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of  parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, and research 

paper format.
5. Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.  
6. Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.

What you will need for the course
• Textbook: Ramage, John D., John C. Bean, and June Johnson. The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. 6th Brief  Edition. 

Boston: Longman, 2012.
• Basic supplies: Paper, writing implement, staples and stapler, folder or binder, Scantron® forms and blue books as 

needed.
• Computer access: A frequently checked dmail account; an official Dixie College computer username and password. 
• Desire: You never accomplish anything in life without first wanting it.

What exactly we’ll be doing
You’ll be writing four papers in this class: a pair of  contrasting descriptions (400 words), an analysis of  two similar images (800 
words), a classical formal argument (800 words), and an informative and surprising research-supported report (2500 words). 
You will be required to produce an annotated bibliography and a detailed outline in preparation for the research-supported 
report. I will evaluate these and return them to you one week after they are due to provide you some preliminary guidance as 
you draft your long paper. There will also be a midterm exam and a final exam (which you may take only during the scheduled 
time unless you secure the dean’s formal, written permission to take the exam at another time).

For each paper you will need to produce a public draft to be shared with your classmates. Some instructors refer to this sort of  
draft as a rough draft, but I want you to think of  it not as rough but as something you wouldn’t mind making public. One 
week after the public draft is reviewed in class, you will submit a finished draft for me to read. I will return it with my helpful 
criticism one week later. At the end of  the course, you will submit polished drafts of  all four papers. I will grade these and 
return them to you at the final exam.

How I will grade your papers
Your polished papers will be graded according to the following standards: 

A grade-A paper: Perhaps the principal characteristic of  the grade-A paper is its rich content. Some people describe that 
content as “meaty,” others as “dense,” still others as “packed.” The information delivered is such that one feels significantly 
taught by the author, sentence after sentence, paragraph after paragraph. The grade-A paper is also marked by stylistic finesse: 
the title and opening paragraph are engaging; the transitions are artful; the phrasing is tight, fresh, and highly specific. The 
grade-A paper, because of  its careful organization and development, imparts a feeling of  wholeness and unusual clarity. 
Sources will be well documented. Student presents the paper professionally and in proper MLA or APA format.

A grade-B paper: This paper is significantly more than competent. Besides being almost free of  mechanical errors, the grade-B 
paper delivers substantial information–that is, substantial in both quantity and interest-value. Its specific points are logically 
ordered, well developed, and unified around a clear organizing principle that is apparent early in the paper. The opening 
paragraph draws the reader in; the closing paragraph is both conclusive and thematically related to the opening. The transitions 
between the paragraphs are for the most part smooth; the sentence structures are pleasingly varied. The diction of  the grade-B 
paper is typically much more concise and precise than that found in the grade-C paper. Occasionally, this diction even shows 
finesse and memorability. Work is presented professionally, and MLA or APA format is followed.
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A grade-C paper: This paper is generally competent; it meets the assignment, has few mechanical errors, and is reasonably well-
organized and developed. The actual information it delivers, however, seems thin and commonplace. One reason for that 
impression is that the ideas are typically cast in the form of  vague generalizations that prompt the confused reader to ask 
marginally: “In every case?” “Exactly how large?” “Why?” “But how many?” Stylistically, the grade-C paper has other 
shortcomings as well: the opening paragraph does little to draw the reader in; the final paragraph offers only a perfunctory 
wrap-up; the transitions between paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, besides being a bit choppy, tend to follow 
predictable (hence monotonous) subject-verb-object patterns; and the diction is marred by repetitions, redundancy, and 
imprecision. Sources are documented in MLA or APA format but are presented in a stylistically uncertain manner. The grade-
C paper, then, while it gets the job done, lacks both imagination and intellectual rigor. 

A grade-D paper: Papers that reflect a less than average level of  effort or accomplishment. The papers do not respond well to 
the particular assignment, have numerous mechanical errors, and are poorly organized. Writing seems perfunctory–not well 
thought out. Sentences do not progress in a logical order or do not follow accepted sentence structures. Student relies heavily 
upon clichès, slang, double-talk, or jargon. Student did not follow conventions of  punctuation, grammar, and spelling. 
Paragraphs are not well developed. Ideas are not well supported. Student has not documented sources properly. MLA or APA 
use may be ineffective, inconsistent, or simply incorrect.

A grade-F paper: Papers may demonstrate no understanding of  the concepts. Papers may not be well-documented and may 
inadvertently plagiarize. Papers may not differentiate between information from the source and the writer’s own ideas. Papers 
may not meet minimum requirements regarding page length, word count, number of  sources, types of  sources. Papers may be 
incoherent, to the point where readers cannot get a good idea regarding the overall argument or main idea. Papers may not 
follow directions. The grammar/mechanical errors may be such that the paper is basically unreadable.

A grade-0 paper: Plagiarized papers, of  course, will receive a null and further action may be taken by the instructor and the 
college, according to college policy.

How I will calculate your grade
Your grade in this course will be based on your performance on the following assignments:

Participation 5 pts.
Public Contrasting Description  15 pts.
Public Image Analysis 15 pts.
Public Argument 15 pts.
Public Report 15 pts.
Finished Contrasting Description  15 pts.
Finished Image Analysis 15 pts.
Finished Argument 15 pts.
Finished Report 15 pts.
Annotated Bibliography 12 pts.
Report Outline 13 pts.
Polished Contrasting Description  33 pts.
Polished Image Analysis 67 pts.
Polished Argument 67 pts.
Polished Report 208 pts.
Midterm 33 pts.
Final                                                                            67   pts.  
Total 625 pts.

Your total points in the class will be assigned letter grades as follows:

A 583–625 pts.
A- 562–582 pts.
B+ 541–561 pts.
B 520–540 pts.
B- 500–519 pts.
C+ 479–499 pts.
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C 458–478 pts.
C- 437–457 pts.
D+ 416–436 pts.
D 395–415 pts.
D- 375–394 pts.
F 0–374 pts.

Turning work in late
All assignments will be due at the start of  class on the dates listed in the syllabus. If  you come to class late on the due date and 
turn in your assignment when you arrive, your assignment will also be late. 

If  you know you won’t be able to turn in the assignment at the start of  class on the date it is due, plan to turn it in early. You 
will never lose points just for turning in your work early.

Any assignment (other than a quiz) turned in after it is due but before class next meets will lose 10% of  the total possible 
points for that assignment. An assignment turned in after class has met once after the due date will lose an additional 20% of  
the total possible points for that assignment. An assignment turned in after class has met twice after the due date will lose an 
additional 30% of  the total possible points for that assignment. An assignment turned in after class has met thrice after the 
due date will lose an additional 40% of  the total possible points for that assignment.

In other words, a perfectly written 100-point assignment due on Monday will earn 90 points if  it’s turned in after class starts 
on Monday but before class starts on Wednesday, 70 points if  it’s turned in between the start of  class Wednesday and the start 
of  class Friday, 40 points if  it’s turned in between the start of  class Friday and the start of  class the next Monday, and 0 points 
if  it’s turned in after the start of  class the following Monday.

No matter how late an assignment is, however, I will gladly read it and give you feedback. So even if  you can’t get any points at 
all for it, you might benefit from turning in a very late paper anyway.

Attendance policy
Come to class.

I understand that following this policy is not always possible. Bad things happen to everyone. So if  you miss class a couple 
times, I won’t dock you any points for it.

Beyond your second absence, however, I will lower your final grade in the class by a number of  percentage points (of  the total 
grade possible) equal to the square of  the number of  extra absences. In case you suffer from any prejudice against 
mathematics, here’s a table to illustrate that:

Absences Highest Grade Possible in Class
1 100%
2 100%
3 99%
4 96%
5 91%
6 84%
7 75%
8 64%
9 51%
10 36%
11 19%
12 0%

Absences for college-related functions will not be counted in the above calculation if  you follow the procedures outlined in 
§5-23 of  the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual. Absences for major religious holidays will not be counted in the above 
calculation if  you give me — at least one week beforehand — a written statement that declares your intent to miss class in 
order to observe the holiday and explains why the absence is necessary. Only students in these situations could be allowed to 
make up classwork missed due to absence.
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In any event, you will be expected to know everything discussed in each class, whether you attended class that day or not. 
Important announcements and information that will appear on tests could be discussed in any class, including ones you didn’t 
attend, and I won’t go out of  my way to fill you in on what you chose to forgo by missing class.

Academic honesty and discipline
The following is from the DSC Policies & Procedures Manual (http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html):

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE
 34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to 

plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person’s work as one’s own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. 
Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of  academic dishonesty by:

 34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,
 34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,
 34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or
 34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, 

suspend, and/or expel the student.
 34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure 

a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students 
from individual class activities. If  a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss 
and cause the removal of  disruptive students from their course.

 34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions 
through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35)

Plagiarism is a word that many college students don’t understand quite right. Plagiarism happens when someone uses another 
person’s ideas without giving that person credit or when someone uses another person’s words without citing him or her.

Avoiding plagiarism is fairly easy.

Do this when you paraphrase another person’s ideas: Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172). 

Do this when you use another person’s actual words: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167). 

If  you’re ever unsure about whether you might be plagiarizing in a paper, please ask me about it before you turn in your final 
draft: I’d be happy to help you maintain and cultivate academic honesty. If  you wait until after I point it out to you while 
grading any draft of  your paper, my happiness about the situation will decline noticeably.

Check your dmail
You are required to check your dmail account frequently. Important class and college information will be sent to your dmail 
account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of  cancelled classes, reminders of  important dates and 
deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If  you don’t know how to access your 
dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail” from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go 
to www.dixie.edu, and click on “Log in to student services” (under “MyDSC & Logins” in the upper right corner).

Classroom behavior policy
I’m a big believer in individual liberty, so there are a lot of  things you could do in class that wouldn’t bother me even though 
they usually bother other college instructors. I don’t mind if  you study for other classes while you’re in my class. It doesn’t 
really bother me if  you’re using personal electronic devices for whatever reason (as long as it’s not during quizzes or tests). I’ve 
got no problem with students who listen to music (as long as no one but you can hear it — and I might not allow it during 
quizzes and exams). If  you want to knit a pair of  mittens for your aged mother, go right ahead. If  you’re the kind of  person 
who likes to pay hundreds of  dollars in tuition just to waste your time in my class, go ahead. 
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However, it really annoys me when students do things in class that force their classmates to waste time for which they’re paying 
hundreds of  dollars. These include — but are not limited to — talking out of  turn, making an unreasonable amount of  noise 
(especially common when coming in late), not preparing adequately for workshops, making verbal attacks against classmates, 
bringing crying children to class, taking up class time to complain about an injured ego, packing up to go while instruction is 
still going on, or committing common-law felonies in the classroom. 

If  I believe your behavior is disrupting other people’s education, I might ask you to change your behavior, or dismiss you from 
class, or call campus security, or call the police, depending on the situation.

I am also required to forbid you from eating or drinking anything but water in carpeted classrooms. And if  you come to class 
intoxicated, I am required to report that to the police.

Accommodating those with disabilities
If  you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to 
contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building within the first two weeks of  class. The 
disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. You may call 
(435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of  1990.

A few helpful resources
Library: http://library.dixie.edu
Computer Lab: http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php
Writing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
Health & Wellness Center: http://dixie.edu/wellness/
IT Helpdesk: http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/

What to do if you don’t want to be in this class anymore
If  you decide to quit this (or any) class, it is your responsibility to drop the class from your schedule officially, and you’ll need 
to do it before the drop deadline.

A bit about your instructor
I earned a BA in English with minors in Spanish and Mathematics from Brigham Young University in 2003. I later earned two 
MAs from the same school: the first in Spanish in 2006, with emphasis on medieval literature; the second in Linguistics in 
2009, with emphasis on the history of  the English language. I have been teaching English at Dixie State College since Spring 
of  2010. Washington County has been my home on and off  since 1983 and my ancestors were among the first European 
settlers of  the area, but I have also lived in southern California, northern California, northern Utah, south Texas, southeast 
Alaska, and Spain. But through it all, I still consider myself  a Californian.
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Course Schedule

Day Cls# Topic Reading Assignment College Information

M Aug 20 1.1 Introduction First day of  classes.

W Aug 22 1.2 Good writing c. 1

Þ Aug 23 Last day to waitlist.

F Aug 24 1.3 Controlling style c. 4 Last day to add without 
signature.

M Aug 27 2.1 Writing process c. 16 Drop/audit fee ($10/class) 
begins.

W Aug 29 2.2 Open-form prose c. 18

F Aug 31 2.3 Workshop Public Contrasting Description

M Sept 3 Labor Day holiday.

T Sept 4 Late registration/ payment fee 
($50).

W Sept 5 3.1 Less is more

F Sept 7 3.2 Image analysis c. 10 Finished Contrasting Description

M Sept 10 4.1 The reading writer c. 5 Pell Grant census.
Last day for refund.
Last day to drop without 
receiving a W.

T Sept 11 Courses dropped for 
nonpayment.

W Sept 12 4.2 Get to the point c. 2

F Sept 14 4.3 Workshop Public Image Analysis Last day to add/audit.

M Sept 17 5.1 Revision I c. 17

W Sept 19 5.2 Revision II

F Sept 21 5.3 Classical argument c. 13 Finished Image Analysis

M Sept 24 6.1 Bad arguments

W Sept 26 6.2 Persuasion c. 3

F Sept 28 6.3 Workshop Public Classical Argument

M Oct 1 7.1 Informative and surprising 
report

c. 8 Graduation application 
deadline for Fall 2012.

W Oct 3 7.2 Starting research c. 19

F Oct 5 7.3 Evaluating sources c. 20 Finished Classical Arugment

M Oct 8 8.1 Essay exams c. 23

W Oct 10 8.2 Midterm Exam Midterm grades due.

Þ Oct 11 Semester break.
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Day Cls# Topic Reading Assignment College Information

F Oct 12 Semester break.

M Oct 15 9.1 Annotated Bibliography c. 7 Last day to drop individual 
class.

W Oct 17 9.2 Bibliographic citation c. 22

F Oct 19 9.3 Using outlines c. 17.3 Annotated Bibliography

M Oct 22 10.1 Synthesis c. 12 Spring and Summer 2013 class 
schedules available online.

W Oct 24 10.2 Including sources c. 21

F Oct 26 10.3 Writing from an outline

M Oct 29 11.1 Revising an outline

W Oct 31 11.2 Writing tricks & treats

Þ Nov 1 Graduation application 
deadline for Spring 2013 
baccalaureate degrees.

F Nov 2 11.3 Workshop Report Outline

M Nov 5 12.1 The art of  civil debate

W Nov 7 12.2 Citing sources c. 22

F Nov 9 12.3 Workshop Public Report Last day for complete 
withdrawal.

M Nov 12 13.1 Revision III c. 17 Spring registration open to 
seniors (90+ credits).

T Nov 13 Career Day (no classes before 
16:00).
Spring registration open to 
juniors (60+ credits).

W Nov 14 13.2 Grammar and usage Spring registration open to 
sophomores (30+ credits).

Þ Nov 15 Spring registration open to all 
students.

F Nov 16 13.3 Rereading your work c. 5 Finished Report

M Nov 19 14.1 Making evaluations c. 14

W Nov 21 Thanksgiving break.

Þ Nov 22 Thanksgiving break.

F Nov 23 Thanksgiving break.

M Nov 26 15.1 Conferences

W Nov 28 15.2 Conferences

F Nov 30 15.3 Conferences

M Dec 3 16.1 Revision IV c. 17
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Day Cls# Topic Reading Assignment College Information

W Dec 5 16.2 Leveraging word processors

F Dec 7 16.3 Final review Polished Papers Last day of  classes.

M Dec 10 Finals week begins.

F Dec 14 Final exam in classroom 12:30–14:30 Finals week ends.

T Dec 18 Final grades due.
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