
English 1010: Introduction to College Writing
Section 48/49 CRN 45638/45639

Fall 2011

Course Syllabus

Instructor: Mr. Wesley D. Pack Office Location: Online
Email: wpack@dixie.edu Office Phone: (801) 722-4592

(907) 790-8678
Class Location: Online Office Hours: 8:30pm–10:30pm M–F
Class Time: Online (or by appointment)

Course description
This course is required of all students and satisfies one of the composition requirements for 
AA/AS/AAS degrees. It also meets a general education requirement. The objective of this 
course is to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. This 
course provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library 
research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare 
students to write college level papers. Those who pass the course earn three (3) credits.

What you will need for the course
• Internet access: Frequently checked Blackboard and dmail accounts; an official Dixie 

College computer username and password. 
• Textbook: Ruszkiewicz, John J., and Jay Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide 

and Reference with Readings. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010.
• Prerequisites: English placement score of 19 (ACT writing score or equivalent) or a 

grade of C or better in ENGL 0990 (and 0991 if taken); and reading placement score 
of 17 (ACT reading score or equivalent) or a grade of C or better in ENGL 1470.

• Corequisite: LIB 1010 (unless you've already passed it).
• Desire: You never accomplish anything in life without first wanting it.

Writing is a skill
This course isn't like most of the courses you'll take in college. It isn't about learning facts 
or understanding concepts. In this course, you'll be acquiring and honing a skill. In that 
sense, it's like sports, vocational education, or the arts.

Improving a skill works best when you use three strategies together: 

1. Studying the fundamentals of the skill.

2. Watching and evaluating other people's performance of the skill.

3. Practicing the skill.

In this class, we'll do all three.
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What exactly we'll be doing
First, to study the fundamentals of good academic writing, you'll read the textbook and 
participate in online class discussions. We'll talk about how to approach your study of the 
fundamentals so that you can improve your ability regardless of your current skill level. 
You will also take weekly quizzes on the fundamentals of good writing.

Second, you'll critically read the writing of others. You will read and critique drafts of your 
classmates' papers. You will also read papers written by people outside the class, both for 
your daily readings and in class activities. You will be asked to evaluate writing that you're  
exposed to in weekly quizzes and in class discussion.

Third, you'll practice good writing. You'll do this in a variety of ways throughout the 
semester. You will sometimes practice the fundamentals of good writing in weekly quizzes. 
You will also write four several-page essays, proceeding carefully through the planning, 
drafting, and revising stages of each one so you can focus on applying the fundamentals to 
your own writing. You will also write two proctored essays during exams, demonstrating 
your improved skills in a shortened time frame.

How I will determine your grade
Your grade in this course will be based on your performance on the following assignments:

Class Participation 800 pts.
Weekly Quizzes (16 of them) 100 pts.
Essay 1: Narrative 100 pts.
Essay 2: Position Paper 200 pts.
Essay 3: Research Paper 300 pts.
Essay 4: Analytical Paper 300 pts.
Final                                           200 pts.  
Total 2000 pts.

Your total points in the class will be assigned letter grades as follows:

A 1867–2000 pts.
A- 1800–1866 pts.
B+ 1734–1799 pts.
B 1667–1733 pts.
B- 1600–1666 pts.
C+ 1534–1599 pts.
C 1467–1533 pts.
C- 1400–1466 pts.
D+ 1334–1399 pts.
D 1267–1333 pts.
D- 1200–1266 pts.
F 0–1199 pts.
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Turning work in late
All assignments will be due on the dates and times listed in the course schedule. If you 
know you won't be able to turn in the assignment when it is due, plan to turn it in early.

Any assignment (other than a quiz) submitted within two weeks after its due date but 
before the last day of class will be accepted for half credit. No assignments will be accepted 
for credit after the last day of class.

Notice that some assignments will be difficult to complete late in a meaningful way because 
they require the joint effort of multiple classmates. If you choose to complete such 
assignments late, you will be wholly responsible for making arrangements with classmates 
to assist you in completing them, and no classmate will ever be obligated to assist you in 
completing your late assignments.

No matter how late an assignment is, however, I will gladly read it and give you feedback. 
So even if you can't get any points at all for it, you might benefit from turning in a very late 
paper anyway.

Participating in class discussion and making up for what you’ve missed
Because this a skill course rather than a knowledge course, participating in class 
discussion helps your success in the course directly, just as much as showing up at 
baseball practice helps a second baseman or showing up at rehearsal helps a ballet dancer.

To encourage your participation in class discussions, I will be awarding up to 20 points for 
your participation in each class discussion. Participation of average quality in a given 
discussion will earn 15 points. To earn more points, your participation must be of above 
average quality.

There will be no more than 45 class discussions throughout the course. You will be able to 
earn no more than 800 points for class discussion, however. Any points you earn in excess 
of 800 will be ignored. Points for the five additional discussions will help you make up for 
discussions in which you may not have participated very well or, in the event of some 
unforeseeable emergency, you have not participated at all.

Making up class discussions or missed assignments is worthwhile in two circumstances. 
One is when a student is away on a college-sanctioned absence, in which case he or she 
should follow the policy found in §5-23 of the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual. The 
other is in the event of a major, prolonged emergency, in which case he or she should talk 
with me or (if applicable) the Disability Resource Center about needed accommodations.
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Academic honesty and discipline
The following is from the DSC Policies & Procedures Manual 
(http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html):

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE
 34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State 

College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting 
other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at 
Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by:
 34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,
 34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,
 34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or
 34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, 

place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student.
 34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers 
(or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual 
class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the 
teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their 
course.

 34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may 
appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 
5-35)

Plagiarism is a word that many beginning college students aren't familiar with. Plagiarism 
happens when someone uses another person's ideas without giving that person credit or 
when someone uses another person's words without citing him or her.

Avoiding plagiarism is fairly easy.

Do this when you paraphrase another person's ideas: Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).  

Do this when you use another person's actual words: Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167). 

If you're ever unsure about whether you might be plagiarizing in a paper, please ask me 
about it before you turn in your final draft: I'd be happy to help you maintain and cultivate 
academic honesty. If you wait until after I point it out to you while grading your final draft, 
my happiness about the situation will decline noticeably.

Check your dmail
You are required to check your dmail account frequently. Important class and college 
information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial 
aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 
deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you 
don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from 
the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and 
click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner).
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Accommodating those with disabilities
If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official 
request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within 
the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the 
main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process 
to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.

You may call (435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.

Our office is located right next to the Testing Center on the bottom floor of the Financial Aid 
and Career Center building.

A few helpful resources
Library: http://library.dixie.edu
Computer Lab: http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php
Writing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing
Tutoring Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/

What to do if you don't want to be in this class anymore
If you decide to quit this (or any) class, it is your responsibility to drop the class from your 
schedule officially, and you'll need to do it before the drop deadline.
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General minimum writing requirements
Students in this course will:

• Write a minimum of four essays:
◦ Two essays must be approximately five pages in length (1250 words).
◦ One essay must be at least a five-page research essay that incorporates a 

sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 
article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 
catalog).

◦ Write at least one graded, in-class essay.
◦ Write no more than one narrative essay.
◦ Engage in opportunities to draft and revise; receive instructor feedback on early 

drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).
◦ Write a total of at least eighteen pages (4500 words) over the course of the 

semester.

Course objectives
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis.
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure.
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience.
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea.
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases.
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning. 
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic.

WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose.
2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading. 
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that 

will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material.
4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, 

topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and 
synonyms.

5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs 
and the paper as a whole.  

6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic 
sentences, repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions.

7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, 
suggest a plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.

8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing.
9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 
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modifiers,  and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.  
10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard 

written English.  
11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.  

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their 
papers.  

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing.
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.  
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation:

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.
c. Use of long quotations.
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations. 
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as 
the library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s 
catalog.  

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical 
documentation, and  bibliographic form.  

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 
strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.
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